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OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

|:
• It is believed that no illustration which could be presented as a

r frontispiece would be more universally pleasing'to members of the

|.
Thirty-seventh regiment than a faithful portraiture of the colors

';' which for nearly three years they faithfully followed. The tattered

standards were therefore carefully taken from their resting place in

the State House, at Boston, photographed by E. F. Smith of that citv

in several different positions, and from the most satisfactor}- pro-

duction the accompanying i)icture was made.

The excellent view of '' Camp Edwards." directly after its occu-

pation by the regiment, hcf<jrc the later decorations were added, is

reproduced from the larger litl-.(.graph drawn by Hospital Steward

W. A. Champncy. Both of the present lithographs are from the

establishment of Milton Bradky Company of Sprinofield.
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TO THE READER.

The first attempt at a historical sketch of the Thirty-seventh

Massachusetts Regiment was a paper read by General Edwards at

the reunion in Springfield, September 19, 187 1. While the docu-

ment thus presented was necessarily little more than an epitome

of the ser\-ice of the organization, it excited great interest and woke

the demand for a more complete and detailed production. The
following year, at the reunion at Pittsfield, September 24, the first

appointment of a historian was made, E. P. Bridgman being selected.

Two years later, at the Bernardston gathering of 1874, Colonel

Montague was appointed historian, and the following year the

otfice passed to Lieutenant S. E. Nichols, the following vote being

taken: "That Lieutenant Nichols be urgently requested to fill the

office of historian of the regiment. In case of his refusal so to do

the matter to be left in the hands of the Executive Committee."

At the Northampton reunion of September 8 and 9, 1876, " It

was voted that Comrade W. E. Lewis be appointed historian of the

Association, that he be authorized to employ any assistance he

<leems necessar\', and that this organization pledge itself to give

iiim all details in their possession of interest to the companies or

rc-giment, and that he shall have authority to draw upon the treas-

urer through the secretary for such disbursements for this purpose

L
-•> in his judgment shall be deemed proper. L^pon Comrade
Lc'vis's acceptance of this office a vote of thanks was tendered him
• >> the association."

At the Northampton reunion of 1877 Lieutenant Lewis was re-

^I'-cted historian, though no report was furnished regarding his

,
•''(>rk. At the meeting of 1878 at Westfield a communication was
• "'d from him stating that

'' the history would probably be ready

I

' ' i'Uljlication by the next annual reunion," and he was again
' '• '-fU'd to the position. The following year no definite action was
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taken regarding ihe history, but the records show that a letter was

read from Comrade Lewis, containing, it would seem; no specific

inforn\ation. At the gathering of 1880 a letter was read from the

historian ''expressing expectation that the history of the regiment

would be completed during the coming year." At the same time

" the committee on the history was newly constituted to consist of

the following men^bers : W. E. Lewis, S. E. Nichols and William

Bliss." The record of the meeting of 1881 says: "It was voted

that General Oliver Edwards, Colonel George L. Montague, Cap-

tain William Bliss, Colonel Thomas G. Colt, Lieutenant S. E.

Nichols and Lieutenant William E. Lewis be a committee to have

full charge of the revision and publication of the completed history

of the Thirty-seventh Regiment.''

At the meeting of the association at Westfield, September 19.

1882, a report of progress was made by the committee, of which

Comrade James L. Bowen was elected a member. At a meeting

of the committee held some three months later Comrade Bowen
presented briefly his idea of the form which a regimental histor}-

should take and it was voted to instruct him to prepare a history

of the regiment on such a plan. At the 1883 reunion Mr. Bowen
made a report of progress, saying that it was hoped to have the

book ready for delivery during the early part of the coming year.

To till the vacancy in the committee caused by the death of Colonel

T. G. Coll, Captain Walter B. Smilli was appointed, and Captain

r H. ^L .\bbott was added to the number.

Somewhat longer time than was anticipated has necessarily been

consumed in the preparation of the book, but it is hoped that the

work may be found sufficiently satisfactor}' in character to compen-
sate for the delay. S. E. NICHOLS, Secretary.

Bi-FFALo, N. Y., August, 1S84.





PREFACE.

In this age of book-making no apology is needed for presenting

in permanent form the present narrative. As will be seen by the

statement of the History Committee, the matter of preparing a

histor\- of the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts Regiment had been

long discussed, and numerous steps taken looking to that end,

when at a meeting of the Committee held at Pittsheld, December

15, 1882, I was asked to undertake the task. The invitation was

accepted, not without serious misgivings. Arduous duties in con-

nection with daily journalism promised ver\- little leisure for the new

undertaking; my retirement from wounds previous to the later

campaigns of the regiment prevented that full personal knowledge

of its movements so desirable : my position as a private soldier

was not one to especially qualify for the historian's office'; the rec-

ords of the regiment were found to be missing or incomplete ;
its

int-mbers were widely scattered, many of them with details of soldier

life quite driven from mind by the stress of 20 years of active civil

pursuits. For these reasons leniency is craved for any shortcom-

ings which may appear in the following pages.

The book has been written with a sincere desire to do justice to

a cl^:serving organization ; having no prejudice and no individual

'•!i<ls to serve, I have sought to record the work of the regiment

f liihfully and impartially. The scope of the volume has been

ijn-adened to include features whicli, while not directly connected

••'•;th the story of the Thirty-seventh regiment, it seemed after this

'••.•>e of time dcsiraltle tu present, that the doings of the regiment

"li.^lit be traced wltli an understanding of contemiHjraneous and
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relative events. The details of personal histor)- have not been

closely followed, and in most cases no attempt is made to trace

the fortunes of individuals subsequent to the disbanding of the

drganization. It did not seem to me either desirable to undertake

to do so in connection with the extended scope of the work or

possible to make such a record if attempted in any way satisfac-

tor}- or complete. At the same time I have striven to follow the

regiment closely in its varj'ing fortunes, and to reproduce its ex-

periences on the march, in camp or on the field of action, with the

unfolding of militar\' life as it presented itself to the citizen-

soldier.

I desire to express my sincere thanks to all comrades and others

who have kindly assisted me in collecting material for the volume.

Necessarily I have been obliged to make many demands on the

time and patience of others. In this direction I have met only

kindness and encouragement. I feel under especial obligation to

General Charles Devens, General H. S. Briggs, Mrs. E. J. Morse

and Rev. J. W, Lane ; and among members of the regiment to

Lieutenant Colonel Hopkins, Sergeant A. G. Taylor and George

C. Clapp, in addition to the Histor}- Committee, all of whom have

responded promptly to all demands made upon them. I must

especially mention the tireless and invaluable ser\'ices of the

Secretar)-, Lieutenant S. E; Nichols.

In the hope that to the survivors of the regiment and the friends

of the fallen the book may prove an acceptable record of their

deeds in the day of supreme trial, it is sent forth. J. L. B.

Springfield, Mas?., September, 1S84.
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CHAPTER I.

FROM SECESSION TO ANTIETAM.

THE ELECTlON^ OF LINCOLN.—REVOLT OF THE SOUTHERN
STATES.—OPENING OF THE AVAR.—THE OPERATIONS OF

THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

The election of Abraham Lincoln of Illinois and Hannibal

Hamlin of Maine, the Republican candidates for President and

Vice-President of the United States, November 0, ISGO, fur-

nished the pretext for an attempt on the part of the Southern

states for a division of the Union. In this movement South

Carolina had been a leader, and its Legislature Avas the first to

ailopt an ordinance of secession, which was done on the 20th of

December. Mississippi, Florida and Ahibama followed her ex-

ample on the 9th, 10th and 11th of January, ISGl, Georgia on
the 19th, Louisiana on the 2'jth and Texas the 1st of February.

The action of these seven states, in declaring themselves no
longer a part of the Federal L'nion, was thus taken long before

the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, and while the national gov-

ernment remained in the hands of their political friends. Pres-

idt'Dt Buchanan, undoubtedly loyal at heart, sat in his high

olHee, dazed and helpless before the sweep of the tempest.

Uncertain as to his duty, he met the most conflicting opinions

from those to whom he turned for advice. Questions had
;n-i.>;en on which the Constitution shed no light—the situation

\vas one which had not Ik'ou provided for in the formation of

the nation. But had his duty been never so clear, the President

Mad no power with which to ojipose the revolution. He sat in

•he midst of disloyalty. The ca'nuet, Congress, the depart-
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mouts, the army and navy Avorc swarming witli secessionists,

and it was impossible to determine who was true and who false

to the country he professed to serve. Men were daily resigning

high positions of trust and hastening to join the councils of the

conspirators. In the mean time the government property

throughout the southern states and along the coast was being

taken possession of in the name of the various states, and so

well had affairs been manipulated in the interests of treason that

at very few points was it possible for any resistance to be made.
Forts, arsenals, naval vessels, navy-yards, custom-houses and the

brunch mint at Xew Orleans shared a common fate. Three
forrs on the Florida coast hel(> out,—Pickens, Jefferson and
Taylor,—and Fortress Monroe at Old Point Comfort, Va!, was
also saved to the Union; with these exceptions the entire gov-

ernmental possessions were seized throughout the sea-board

states south of the Potomac.

A convention of delegates from the seceded states met at

Montgomery, Ala., on the 4th of February, and live days later

the •' Confederate States of America'' were proclaimed a nation,

.k'ffi'rson Davis of Mississippi being elected president, and
A, II. Stepliens of Georgia vice-president. On the ISth they
were inaugurated, amid the most enthusiastic demonstrations
throughout the Confederacy. Blinded and deluded, the Southern
pfoj.le indulged the wildest visions of a speedy and bloodless

success, and the demagogues who were luring them to ruin were
hailed as the heroes of a glorious cause.

A very different feeling prevailed at Washington and through
the loyal states. The magnitude of the conspiracy and the
tlireatening attitude of tlie insurgents, wlio were orgimiziug in

every jiart of the South, excited fears of some desperate at-

lenjpt to prevent the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln ; but the
l>ri)nipt measures of General Wintleld Scott, in command of the
:iv:iil.i))je fragments of the United States army, prevented anv
hostile demonstration, and the ceremony transpired ^lareh i in

tiic i>re>e!!re ot." an iiunien^e gathering of people without dis-

turbing iueident. The inaugural address of President Lincoln
was C'..nciliatory, almost to weakness, and its tenor was revoiced





THE OPENIXG OF THE CONFLICT. 19

in the closing sentences :
" We are not enemies, but friends.

We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained it

must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of

memory, stretcliing from every battle-field and patriot grave to

every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad laud, will

[yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as they

surely will be, by the better angels of our nature.
''

But words of reason and kindness had no power over cars

\
t split by the din of demagogues, and the inevitable conflict drew

I
f near. The initial clash was to come at Chai-leston, S. C, where

i I Major Anderson, whom the opening of the troubles found in

!

command of the fortifications of the h.-irbor, had witli a few

men been for months practically besieged in Fort Sumter. As
i

^
early as January an attempt had been made by President

i

I
Buchanan to send provisions to the garrison, but the unarmed

; f steamer carrying the supplies had been fired upon at the entrance

I
I to the harbor and returned to Ji'ew York. On the 6th of Feb-

ruary President Buchanan refused a demand made by Isaac W.
Hayne for the surrender of the fort to South Carolina, and
rapid preparations were made for its reduction. General P. T.

G. Beauregard was assigned to the command of the rebel forces

early in March, and as Major Anderson refused to surrender his

trust without explicit orders from his government, fire was

'>i'fcned on the fort April 13, and the following day terms of

evacuation were agreed on.

The fall of Sumter marked the end of hesitation and ban-

i>hed all hopes of conciliation. The most important events fol-

lowed rapidly. On the 15th President Lincoln called for 75,000

militia to serve for three months and ordered Congress to assem-
ble in special sossi<m July 4. On the 17th President Davis of

tije Confederacy authorized privateering, and on the same day
^ irginia, which had been dallying over the question, finally de-

'ide»l upon secession. Tliis precipitated like action in Xorth
Candina, which was taken ^lay 20. while Arkansas had also se-

' 'i<''l <in the '1th. 'J'lie situutiim now boeauic iutenst'ly critical.

''1' ihelOth of A])ril the Presiilent proclaimed a blockade of tlie

•"^''iUln.rn j)orts, but it was at first only a p;qier blockade, for the
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government had no navy worthy the name, tliough the rapidity

with which one was created was little short of marvelous. At

the same time the first of the troops called from the loyal states

began to arrive, the Sixth Massachusetts regiment fighting its

way througli a mob in the streets of Baltimore ; reaching the

Capital tiiat evening, Init leaving the route behind it closed and

Washington cut off from, communication with the loyal portion

of the country till General Butler with the Eighth Massachusetts

regiment and some other forces opened a new route by way of

Annapolis. Fort Pickens had been strengthened on the very day

that the attack opened on Sumter. Fortress Monroe was saved

from the designs of the Virginia forces under Magruder by the

arrival of the Third and Fourth Massachusetts regiments, fol-

lowed by others ; Baltimore was garrisoned and brought to its

senses, though unwillingly ; and the Capital was soon safe from

immediate danger ; the whole galaxy of the Free states rose to

the support of the Union ;—but on the other hand many of the

ablest ofhcers of the army, including Hood, Lee and the John-

stons, had resigned their commissions to enter the Confederate

service; the fragments of the United States army in Texas were

captured in detail ; the sturdy efforts of Governor Houston to

hold that state loyal to the Union were overcome and himself

finally swept from his loyalty by the current ; the border stares

of Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri were strongly urged to

secession, and it was a question whether or not they could be

saved for the Union. Tennessee, in fact, voted secession in

June, thougli the people of East Tennessee, like those of AVest

Virginia, remained loyal and fought bitterly and bravely for

their principles.

No sooner had the ordinance of secession passed in Virginia

than active military operations were begun by a night expedition

for the capture of tlic govornmcnt armory and arsenal at Har-

l>er's Ferry. The loyal soldiers in charge of the post amounted
to some 40 men under Tjieutenant Roger Jones, and while the

insurgriits were preparing to march upon the place three coni-

j>anies <jf Vii-ginia militia stationed there voted to uisb;ind. On
the night of tiie 18th of April, learning that a large force Avas
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witliin a mile of the place, Lieutenant Jones fired the shops and
arsenal and retreated with his little command into Pennsylvania.
Thwarted in their attempt to capture the arms and buildings,
the Confederates held and fortified the adjacent hights and
gathered there a considerable force, threatening Washington and
cutting off communication in that direction.

The situation had become most perplexing. Scores of reoi-
ments were ready to set out for Washington, but the way was
blocked and they had no weapons. The arsenals in the loyal
states had been depleted to put their contents within reach of the
plotters, and the President, Secretary of War, and General Scott
were hemmed in at the Capital. Fortunately General John E.
Wool, in command of the Eastern Military District, comprising
the region east of the Mississippi, was at Xew York, and feeling
that the occasion demanded prompt action, he at once ordered
the troops supplied with whatever arms could be obtained, and
in securing transportation and forwarding soldiers he rendered
a service that won the admiration of the people. Invaluable as
was this service, it provoked so much official jealousy that Gen-
oral Wool was rebuked for taking such responsible steps without
orders and sent to liis home at Troy ; but the popular indigna-
tion at the injustice was so strong and so vigorously expressed
tjiat he was in a short time given command of the' district of
Southeastern Virginia, with head-quarters at Fortress Monroe.
But the severest blow to the government was the loss of the

Gosport or Norfolk navy-yard, which was evacuated and burned
on the night of April 21, it being deemed impracticable to hold
it longer. Here was a vast amount of naval property, heavy can-
lion to the number of 2,000, and 11 of the most valuable war
vessels of the United States navy, thougli none of the latter were
in a sea-going condition. A few were got away, nnd the rest with
tlic l.uildings and stores were sot on fire and abandoned: but the
•^vork of destruction was by no means thorouglily done, and the
^'onfoderatcs under General Taliaferro rvsmod millions of dol-
I'l-s worth of property, inehidiiig the partially biim-Hl Murrimac,
^»'b!«h was afterward to become so famous.

Thu«i fur the government had struck no otTensive blows, and
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those which it had dealt in defense of its possessions had been piti-

ably weak. With the management of affairs so largely in the hands

of Southern men and sympathizers with rebellion, the Avay had

been skillfully paved for the humiliation of the nation during

the last months of Buchanan's administration. The arsenals at

the North had on some pretext been nearly stripped of arms and

munitions of war to supply those in the disaffected states, and

the first care of the conspirators had been to secure these sinews

of war for their own use. This work being completed, the Con-

federate Congress on the Gth of May formally declared war

affainst the United States.

In the mean time the situation at Baltimore was becoming

unbearable. Following the assault upon the Sixth Massachusetts

resdment and the destruction of the railroad bridges near the

city, cutting off rail communication with New York ami the

East, the spirit of secession for a time ran wild and the city be-

came an active rebel stronghold. Armed men poured in from

all points, troops were organized and cannon maneuvered in the

streets, while the display of the Stars and Stripes for 30 days

was forbidden, on the ground that it would be dangerous to the

peace. On the 5th of May General Butler, who had remained

at Annapolis and gathered a considerable force there, finding

that there was much latent Unionism in Baltimore and through

the state, resolved to give it such encouragement as would if

possible make it the controlling power and save the shedding of

blood. For this purpose he moved a part of his forces to the

Relay House, nine miles from the city, and established head-

quarters there. The effect was at once noticeable in the

encouragement of loyalty, and plans were matured for the occu-

pation of tlic city itself.

Before Butler's plans were perfected. General Patterson, com-

manding the department of Pennsylvania, decided to attempt a

passage of loyal troops through Baltimore, and on the 9th of

llixy some 1,200 infantry and artillery under Colonel F. E. Pat-

tt'rsiin, a son of the general, lauded near Fort ]\[cllenry and

nian-lifd througli the city, not only unopposed but receiving

many words of encouragement as they went. During the even-
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ing of the 13th General Butler with about 1,000 men and Uvo

Ik-Ul-pieces entered the city by train, the Sixth Massachusetts

forming a part of the column. A heavy tliunder storm was

prevailing and few in the city knew of the presence of Federal

soldiers till the morning papers printed a proclamation from the

commander, dated at his head-quarters on Federal Hill, where

the troops were encamped. The effect of the movement was

all that had been counted upon. Considerable quantities of

arms intended for the rebels were seized, the state wisely gave

its voice for the Union, and General Butler, appointed by the

President a major-general, was given command of a district em-

bracing Eastern Virginia and the Carolinas, with head-quarters

at Fortress Monroe.

It was early apparent that the Federal government was now
in the hands of those wdio would protect the interests which had

been confided to them. A week after the fall of Sumter the

original telegrams for a year previous, on file in the principal

telegraph offices, were seized by the United States marshals, and

evidence damaging to many prominent sympathizers with trea-

son was obtained. A few of the more active were arrested and

committed to military prisons, the keepers of which refused to

t recognize the writs of habeas corpus which were obtained by

I
tlieir friends. This measure, like many another which the exi-

I- gencies of the struggle necessitated, evoked sharp discussion in

f the papers and elsewhere, but its lesson was not lost upon the

I
disloyal, while encouraging the loyal.

I Already it had become evident that the 75,000 militia which

I
liad been called into service for three months would not prove

}• >uii(icient for the purpose of restoring peace, and on the 3d of May
I I'resident Lincoln called for 42,000 volunteers for three years,! 8,-

I

""<> sailors for the manning of the fast increasing navy, and some

I
'-.'3,000 recruits for the regular army. This call was responded

I
f'j with alacrity, for tlic loyal states were full of volunteer

'^rL'Mnizuiions anxious to be taken into the service of the nation,

I'lie Capital was swarming witli military life; the i)ublic build-

• -• had become vast barracks, and the work of training and dis-

l
fipliniug a large armv wi'iit steadilv forward. On the '^3d of ^lav.
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learning that the Confederates contemplated the occupation arnl

fortification of the hights on the Virginia side of the Potomac

wiiick comraanded the city, some Union troops were ordered

across tlie river to take possession of Alexandria and guard tlie

approaches to the city. The movement was unopposed by the

insurgents,, who were gathering in force at Manassas Junction.

30 miles from Washington, a point giving them direct rail-

rtKtd communication with the Shenandoah valley, Eichmond
and tiie entire Confederate states. But a sad loss was sustained

by the Union amiT in the assassination of Colonel E. E. Ells-

worth of the IS'e-vr York Fire Zouaves at Alexandria on the

morning of the 2-4th, by which the country was deprived of the

aerricea of one of its most promising young officers.

This loss wsis speedily followed by another of like nature and

eT^n. more mortifying in character. General Butler, in com-

mand at Fortress Monroe, learning that the rebel Colonel 3Ia-

grud^rwas in a threatening attitude at the Bethel churches, sent

a night expedition of two columns, June 9, to surprise and de-

stroy the force. The result was a series of disasters. The two

columns fired into each other in the darkness, alarming the

enernVj who had concentrated in a strong position at Big Bethel,

"where tliey were attacked without plan or concert, tjie result

being a defeat of the Union troops with a loss of 50 killed and

woanded. Among^ the former were Major Winthrop, of General

Butlers staE and his military secretary, and Lieutenant Greble

olthe artillery,—both very gallant and promising young officers.

A month passed without serious demonstrations on either side,

when the loyal heart was gladdened by the sharp and very suc-

cessful caminiign of General McClellan in Western Virginia.

I

Thirty-nine of the Jforthwestcrn counties of Virginia had refused

I
to follow the rest of the state in seceding from the Union, and

I
a considerable force of Confederate soldiers was scattered through

i the region to uumufacture {lublie sentiment favorable to the

? Southern i-au-ie. Under MeClell.iirs vigorous .-itraok the rebel

commander, Gent-ral Garnett, was killeil at Carriek's F<»rd. his

f«>rc-es capturt-d or dispersed, aial tlie people temporarily freed

from the presence of the foe.
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Mean time the terms of enlistment of the three-months' militia

were about expiring, and it became necessary, not only from that

fact but to apiieaso the clamor of the impatient people of the

loyal states, that a blow should be struck against the Confed-

erate force threatening Washington. On the 1st of June Gen-

eral Beauregard, flushed with his conquest of Sumter, arrived at

Richmond and took command of what was styled the Depart-

ment of Alexandria. His main force was gathered near Man-

assas Junction, with fortified outposts advanced to Oentrevillc

and Fairfax Court House.

General McDowell, in command of the Union army, advanced

slowly, the enemy readily abandoning their outposts, till on the

ISth of July General Tyler's command encountered a force

under General Longstreet strongly posted at Blackburn's Ford,

and a sharp skirmish convinced the Federal commander that

a direct assault was impracticable. It was decided, therefore,.

to throw the main body of the army well to the right, so as to

strike the Confederates on the left flank and gain their rear:

but being obliged to wait for supplies it was not till the night of

the 20th that McDowell was ready to move. By a strange coin-

cidence Beauregard also issued orders on the same day for the

advance of his army on the following morning, and he in turn

planned to strike his enemy on the left flank. After the issu-

ance of this order General J. E. Johnston arrived on the ground

'iiom "Winchester, where he had been facing the Union force

under General Patterson, bringing a portion of his army with

more following. Being the senior officer he took command.
;ipproved the plans of Beauregard, and prepared to advance

tiixt day.

The attack by McDowell, intended to be delivered at daylight,

^v.is Several »hours late, but it anticipated the Confederate move-
iiiunt and served to put Johnston on the defensive. With vary-

• 'yj fortunes, but generally favorable to the Union arms, the

•'tiilict raged till near 4 o'clock, when the coming of their fresh
" Hips from the Shenandoah valley, with reinforcements from
!iT points,' enaljled the Confederates to tlirow a heavy force on

'•<• Federal right flank, which broke in some disorder—the





2*3 FEOM SECESSION TO AXTIETAM.

panic spread rapidly, and soon the day was irreparably lost. The

retreat was well covered by the troops that stood firm, and the

wreck of the army gatliered unmolested within the strong de-

fenses in front of the Capital.

On the following day General McClellan was summoned to

Washington and given the command of the Army of the Poto-

mac, his recent success in "Western Virginia having brought him

into deserved prominence. He assumed command on the 2Tth,

and at the same time many other changes took jilace. General

Scott, who up to this time had been general-in-chief, was on ac-

count of age and infirmity relieved from active duty: General

Patterson, whose term of service had expired, was succeeded by

General Banks in the department of the Shenandoah; General

John A. Dix took command at Baltimore in place of Banks, and

General Kosecrans succeeded to ]^IcClellan's former command.

The new commander devoted liis wonderful powers as an or-

ganizer to the constructing of a new army, the perfecting of

the defenses about the seat of government, and bringing

order out of chaos generally. The magnitude of the under-

taking was now more justly realized, and to the work of prepar-

ation the remainder of the summer, the succeeding autumn and

winter were given. Gradually an impregnable line of works

containing more than 50 forts grew up around the Ca])ital, and

within them gathered an army tine in material, admirable in dis-

ciiiline, perfect in equipment and formidable in numbers.

About the middle of October a portion of the Federal army

advanced into Virginia as far as Fairfax Court House, the enemy

retiring to Centreville, and a few days later a small force with-

out support or means of retreat was throAvn across the Potomac

near Leesburg, and the result was the terrible disaster of Ball's

Bluir, which sent a chill to every loyal heart. Tlu^ tight was

opened by ColoiU'l Devens with the Fifteenth Massachusetts

regiment, which had been sent forward on reciumaissance. and

Colonel E. D. Baker, United States senator from Calil'i>rni:i, who

'.ommantled the liriu.ide, derided to rcinforc-e iiim and make a

f^tand. In thu struggle which i(>llo\vi.-(| CoJont'l Biijver h>st his

lilf, ins troops were driven back to and into the river with sad. loss.
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ni;iiiy were captured, and Colonel Devens only escaped by swim-

ming his horse across the Potomac. With tlic exception of some
'insignificant skirmishes,—in one of which near Drainsville Gen-
oral Ord's brigade quite severely punished the command of the

Southern cavalry leader Stuart,—nothing more was done bv the

Army of the Potomac till the following spring, and in a short

time the main force was drawn snugly within its intrenchments
about Washington.

The close of 18G1 brought mingled hope and fear to the

Union heart. Along the entire frontier from Virginia to

Missouri rival forces were almost daily coming into conflict, and
the Federal arms seemed, on the whole, to be making progress.

On the 7th of Xovember was achieved the first great naval suc-

cess—the capture of Forts Walker and Beauregard, at Hilton
Head, on the South Carolina coast, and on the same day General
Grant, by his attack upon the intrenched camp of the Confeder-
ates at Belmont, which he occupied and destroyed, successfully

cutting his way through an overwhelming force which closed in

about his small command, laid the foundation for those great
military successes that followed at Forts Henry and Donelson, to
•'"j crowned at the decisive, though critical, battle of Shiloh the
following April. Of the operations in the great w^estern field it

i^ sufficient for the purposes of this sketch to say that the Union
^dn>x' steadily advanced, with few defeats and no disasters.

H hen winter came it found the nation greatly disturbed over
tlie '-'Trent affair." The Southern commissioners to England
;!tid France, Mason and Slidell, had been taken from the British
"i:iil steamer Trent, by Captain Wilkes of the United States
'iavy; an act which at once aroused the ire of the offended Brit-
""=, and the demand for the return of the captives to the pro-
f"tion of the English flag was accompanied by the most vigorous
rri).arations for war on the juirt of her majesty's government.
As tiii.s was a distinct avowal of the "American principle" on
'^jiK-l, the war of IS 12 lin.l been fougiit. and a complete change

•
'IK' British base, the moral victory was eonsi<lerod satisfactorv

'•"»p<nsation for the h»s.s of the prisoners, and rhey were at once
•Tendered.
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Edwin M. Stanton succeeded Simon Cameron as Socretaiy of

War, January 13, 1862, and early in tlie following month, wliile

General Grant was in the midst of liis successful campaign.-

General Burnside's expedition, which had sailed nearly a month
previous, relieved the popular anxiety by the capture of Eoanoke
Island, whence a month later his forces moved to victorv at

Newbern. The close of February also saw General Butler's ex-

pedition against Xew Orleans well on its. way to one of the most
substantial victories of the war. Thus far the navy, in its opera-

tions both at sea and on the rivers, had been remarkablv success-

ful; but a sad disaster was noAv in store for it. On the 8th of

March the rebel iron-clad Merrimac, constructed from the

Federal steam-frigate of that name, which had been captured
with the Gosport navy-yard and repaired, came down upon the

Union fleet in Hampton Roads, destroying the frigates Cumber-
land and Congress, and retiring to her lair at night intending to

finish the fleet next day. But when in the early niorniug she

came steaming down to the encounter a new antagonist met her
—the original Monitor, then on its trial trip. A desperate en-

counter followed, in which the Merrimac, though not disabled,

was so much damaged that she steamed away toward Norfolk,
4ind never again ventured forth.

With the opening of spring came the long-looked-for move-
ment of General McClellan's Army of the Potomac. It had been
decided to adopt the plan favored by the commander of moving
against Richmond by way of Fortress Monroe and the Yorktown
peninsula with the main force, leaving in the defenses about the

Capital a sufficient force to defend the place from any assault bv
the Confederates, whose main body still held Manassas and
Centreville. On the 8th of March, however. General Jolinstou
evacuated these points and retired toward Richmond. The Union
army crossed the Potomac next day, and the cavalry followed
the enemy as far as the Rappahannock, but there was no other
pursuit, and on the 17th the embarkation of the armv at Alex-
andria began. The force under McClellan's immediate command
<--onsisted of something over 200,000 men, and had been divided
by the President into live army corps, commanded respectivelv
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<v Generals McDowell, Sumner, Heintzelman, Keyes and Banks

—

! he latter operating with his Fif tli Curps in the Shenandoah valley

i!id one division of Sumner's Second Corps being sent to Fremont

Ml tlie mountain department. The 1st of April found Sumner's

T'.vo remaining divisions and the Third and Fourth Corps safely

landed, though the troops on the transports had nervously

'"iked for the re-appearance of the dreaded Merrimac. McClellan

• line the next day, and on the 3d the army moved toward York-

L)\vn, -Z-ic miles distant. Magruder still held the rebel command

•u the peninsula, and he had made his position as strong as pos-

sible with the small force available. At Yorktown his principal

Hue of works was encountered, running entirely across the pen-

i.'Hula along the line of Warwick Creek. The advance thus far

had been through swamps and mud over corduroy roads, and
' ••fore the apparently formidable intrenchments the 100,000 men
hilted. A siege of Yorktown, which lasted a month, ensued. In

iiL- mean time Franklin's division of McDowell's First Corps

irrived on transports, but the remainder of the corps, which

MrCk'Uan expected, was retained for the defense of the Capital.

i (lis rt'tention disconcerted the commander's plans for a flank

"veincnt on the enemy's position by water, and the siege went

i. On the IGth of April an altempt was made to pierce the

;;e of defense, and a part of the Vermont Brigade was thrown

r'>ss the creek at Lee's Mills, making a lodgment in the works,

^' tlie brave fellows were not supported and were obliged to

:ro with serious loss.

The preparations for o})ening fire were all completed, when on

e 4th of May it was discovered that the works were deserted,

•'.''d the Confederates in full retreat up the peninsula. Pursuit

••;i^ :it once ordered, and Stoneman's cavalry, in the advance,

\
;tic upon the enemy toward night, in strong force behind

I
':"-Michnient8 near Williamsburg. Xext day the battle of Will-

f
';i.-!jnrg was fought, princiijally by Hooker's division, wliich

I iMtainod a de>[)erate struggle all through the ilay, being hard

^-•'•d till Hancock's brigade bruughc tlwm relief by a skillful

'••inrnt across a narrow dam and a vigorous attack upon the

'!ii'ederate flank. Late iti the afternoon McClellan came up,
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and preparations were at once made for a, decisive battle on th»;

morrow, but when the morning of the Gth dawned it revealed

only abandoned earthworks in front of the Union army.

The skillful tactics of the Southern chieftain, General Joseph

E. Johnston, had thus delayed the Federal advance till his own

army could be concentrated at its chosen position in front of

Richmond, to which all the troops available were summoned.

Huger was withdrawn from Norfolk and the dreaded Merrimuc

blown up, allowing that post to fall into the hands of General

Wool's troops, advancing from Fortress Monroe, and the Union

gunboats ascended the James river till checked by Fort Darling

at Drewry's Bluff, 12 miles below Richmond; the force in front

of Burnside in North Carolina was mostly recalled to the threat-

ened Capital, and every preparation made for a desperate defense.

McClellan's advance over the miserable roads was slow, so that

two weeks were occupied in traversing the 50 miles from Will-

iamsburg to the front of Johnston's lines on the Chickahominy.

Something of a reorganization of the Federal army had mean-

time been made. General Porter was made commander of a new

corps, called the Fifth, composed of his own division of the

Third Corps with those of McCall and Sykes; while the Sixtli

Corps, composed of the divisions of Smith of the Third Corp-"

and Franklin of the First, was commanded by the latter. The

army on the peninsula thus consisted of live corps, generally ot

two divisions each, and the men present for duty at the time of

encountering the enemy seem to have been something over

115,000. The base of supplies was at White House, the head of

navigation of the York river, up the right bank of which tin

army had thus far moved. Between McClellan and Richmond
flowed the Chickahominy river, a sluggish, swampy stream, and

as the army swung into })osition, Heintzelman and Keyes with

their corps were thrown across that water course at Bottoni";

IJridge, about tlie 20th of May, the other corps remaining on tin-

loft or nortlicrn bank.

General ^leDowell with some 30,000 men had meantime bci!-

sent forward in support of the peninsular uiovoment as far as Frcti-

vricksburg on tlic Rappahannock, his left being then at Bowlin.i.'
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Green. To establish connection with him, General Porter was
instructed to surprise the Confederates ut Hanover Court House
under General Branch, which he did on the 27th, after a niglit's

march in a hea\7 rain, thorouglily dispersing the Soutliern
troops. But the defeat of General Banks by "Stonewall"
Jackson in the Shenandoah valley recalled McDowell toward
Washington, and McClollun was, for the second time, deprived
of the assistance expected from him.

General Johnston, anticipating the junction of McDowell with
McClellan, prepared to strike the latter with all his force before
the conjunction occurred, and the result was the battle of Fair
Oaks, which opened on the 31st of May. Changing the original
programme somewhat, Johnston threw the bulk of his army
upon the two Federal corps south of the Chickahominy; Casey's
liivision, which received the first blow, was scattered, and although
iho Union soldiers fought desperately, the assailants steadily
LTuined ground till late in the afternoon. At that time General
Siiumer, who had succeeded in getting a bridge across the river,
iTought forward Sedgwick's division of his corps, which met a
ihuiking movement of the Confederates with a sharp attack,
wiien the struggle ceased for iho night. Beyond a terrible artil-

!'.-iT fire, it was not seriously renewed the following day. Both
si'los had lost heavily, General Jolinston being among the severe-
ly wounded, his command being taken by General Eobert E.
l^'i', who was thenceforward to lead the Confederate Army of
N'orthern Virginia to the close of its career at Appomattox,
'iiniost three years later. Each army re-possessed its former
'iiu-s, and almost a month of inaction succeeded.

Finally McClellan seemed ready for the forward movement,
I'ld on the 25th of June Hooker's division, supported by other
""•'iis, was advaiiced a mile on the Eichmond road, meetino-
•H^^ht resistance and holding t!ie ground covered. Simul-
twiHously with this success, the Union commander learnr.d that
• •-'•k.son liad left the Shenandoah valh'V ;iud w:i,s rapidlv moving

•' stnke his exposal right flank and cut Jiiui oil" from his hase o^
'
'I'pliis at White Uouse. Immediatt; preparations were made

'•r a cliun^o of base to the JauKS river, hastened by the prompt
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and ponderous blows whicli attested the energy with which the

Confederate plan was to be carried out. Porter's corps alone

now held the north bank of the Chickahoniiny, and the brunt of

the battle of Mechanicsville,, on the 26th, fell upon :i[cCairs

division. These troops, the Pennsylvania "Reserves, which did

good service on many a hard-fought field, received a 'resolute

attack by D. H. Hill's and Longstreet's forces, which was

repulsed with heavy loss to the assailants. But no sooner had

night fallen than the victors began to retreat from the field, and

the next morning found the corps in a new position at Gaines's

Mills, near the crossing of the river. There, on the following

day, was fought one of the most stubborn contests of the cam-

paign. The Southern troops under Hill, Longstreet and Jackson,

impetuously and repeatedly attacked less than half their num-

ber, and the lone Fifth Corps as often held its ground in

triumph. Xear night the left gave Avay before the persistent

hammering, and had been pressed ])ack for some distance, when

the arrival of reinforcements saved the corps from utter rout.

Daylight of the 28th found Porter's command across the river

and the bridges destroyed behind it, when the enemy turned

their attention to the .supi)lies at White House. To their annoy-

ance, most of the stores had been removed and the rest Avere lireil

at their approach. Divining now the real purpose of the Federal

commander, they bent every energy toward cutting off or uver- i

whelming his retreating columns. A succession of desperate
|

struggles ensued. Magruder in direct pursuit came upon Sumner.

who was ])rotecting the rear at Savage's Station, on the 29th.

Magruder attacked, only to be repulsed, and during the night

Sumner followed the retreating army, though obliged to abandon

his sick and wounded in hospirals. Desperate coullicts markei: \

the 3Uth at White Oak Swamp and at Glendale. On the former -j

tiehl Franklin lield Jackson at bay through the afternoon; at
|

the latter, McCall's division contested manfully the desperate 1

oiocls of liOiigstreet, McCall himself heiiig made jn-isoner, ami j

iiis IVnnsylvania Kesorves suif(>riug sadly, but gaining the nece^•:- i

sary time. During the night the entire Union army went into «

position at ]\ralvern Hills, where, in a position of immense natural i
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strength, the incritable afternoon attack was received next day.

With comparatively slight loss to the defenders, the assaulting

coliuu:is were bloodily repulsed as often as they advanced, an
i Avhen the hopeless nature of the struggle was realized, General

ir.ee
withdrew his shattered legions toward Richmond, while

McClcllan retired his army to Harrison's Landing, and the

(((•mnsular campaign was at an end. The incubus of defeat

I
nsted upon the Union arms, and the President called for 300,000

I
aiUlitional men to serve for three years.

I Scarcely had the thunders of battle ceased on the peninsula

I
when they broke forth between the two capitals. The need of

I
unity in the direction of the minor Federal forces scattered

i through the northern portion of Virginia induced the Washing-

I
ton authorities to summon G-eneral John Pope from the West,

I
to command the forces of Fremont, Banks and McDowell.

I
Tiie former, displeased at the promotion of a junior in rank,

I
resigned his command, and was succeeded by General Sigcl.

I
Pope had won signal success in his former field, especially at Xew

I
Madrid and Island Number Ten, and much was hoped from him

I ;n the new position, but it seems unquestionable tliat his transfer

I <reated great jealousy in many of the officers with whom he now

I
« ame in contact. He took command of the Army of Virginia on

|- ihc 2>>t]\ of June, and two weeks later General Halleck was sum-

I
moned to Washington to assume direction of all the Xational

J, irniies—a position which he retained till early in 1S64, when
i <.Jeneral Grant was made lieutenant-general, thus superseding him.

I
General Pope was directed to pivot his left upon the Eap})a-

I
hannock near Fredericksburg, withdraw his force to the east of

J the Blue Ridge and swing his right forward, sweeping the

|. country in the direction of Gordonsvil](\ Jackson, having accom-

|.
i'iished his purpose against the Army of the Potomac, was again

i *vnt northward to operate against him. The two forces con-

I
fronted each other on the 19th of July, at which time Pope's

I
'"Ivance had })a.ssed Orange Coui-t Rouse and was moving toward

:
*• r.lon.n'iHe, wlien Jackson rea-jhud tlw latti'r place before

' 'ti- Prepartition? for a struggle at once began, Po})e con-

I
'^'•ntrating his army near Culpeper, midway between the Rajijia-

i
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I

i

hannock and the Rapidan, while Jackson, feeling that his strength

was insufficient, waited at Gordousville for reinforcements.

Jackson was across the Rapidan with his whole strength on

the 8th of August and Banks's corps was thrown forward to meet

him. In the afternoon of the following day the Confederates

were found strongly posted on the slopes of Cedar Mountain, and

Banks at once delivered a skillful and vigorous attack which

broke the enemy's lines, and for a time it almost seemed that a

complete rout would follow. But Jackson had heavy reserves at

hand, which were promptly brought into action, checking the

Federal pursuit of the broken battalions, and though Gordon's

brigade, the only Union reserve, was thrown in and sutfered

severely, it was una])le to withstand the overwhelming masses I

which bore down upon it, aud Banks's whole force retired l)ehind

Cedar Run. There they were reinforced by Sigol and Ricketts,

and when the Confederate troops attempted a ])ursuit, the recep-

tion they received was so warm that the purpose was immediately

relinquished. ^
Two days later Jackson withdrew to the south bank of the

Rapidan, across which stream the pickets of the two armies

watched each other for a week, when Pope, iinding that Lee's

entire army, set free by the withdrawal of ^MeClellairs forces

from the peninsula, was in his front, fell back i^ehind the Rappa-
hannock. Skirmishing continued till the 25th, wlien Jackson's

corps, starting from Jefferson and marching by way of White
Plains and Thoroughfare Gap, descended upon the railroad at

Bristoe Station, in the rear of Pope, which point was reached on
the evening of the 26th. From the Station to Manassas Junc-
tion large captures of stores and prisoners were made, after which
the daring corps drew back toward Groveton to await the inevit-

able attack. Pope, thus assailed in the rear, faced his army
about and strove to crush Jackson before the other Confederate
corps under Longstrect could join forces with him. On the 29tli

began the battle of .\ran;i.ss:i?, or the Second Bull Run, and the

result of the tirst day's fighting, whik; indecisive, was at least :\

equally favorable to the Union arms. Tlie main engagement had -.|

been prefaced by t\\o sharp passages at arms, each of which mav j

1
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properly enough claim the dignity of an independent battle. Near

evening of the 27th General Hooker's division came upon the

Confederate rear guard at Bristoe Station, under General Ewell,

and drove them speedily in the direction of Manassas Junction

in search of the main body. McDowell's corps had been throAvn

across the line of Jackson's retreat at Gainesville, and on the

afternoon of the 28th, as King's division moved toward Ccntre-

ville, two of its Ijrigades were savagely struck in the flank by

the divisions of Ewell and Taliaferro. In the plucky fight which

ensued, known as the battle of Gainesville, both the Southern

division commanders were wounded, Ewell losing a leg, and

their repeated assaults were repelled with heavy loss on both sides.

During the battle of the two succeeding days, General Pope

had under his command, in addition to his original force, six

divisions from the Army of the Potomac—two each under

Heintzelman, Porter and Reno. The fight of the 29tli is gener-

ally spoken of as the battle of Groveton, especially by Southern

writers, and was opened by the troops of Sigel and Keynolcls,

who had succeeded in locating the wily Jackson, and when sharp

encounters had shown tliat the latter was not, as Pope had sup-

posed, anxiously seeking a way of escape, there was a pause while

the necessary troops for a decisive engagement were thrown into

position. Before noon Heintzelman and Reno came up, but

Porter was some hours later. Near the close of the afternoon,

brilliant attacks upon the Confederate position "were made by

the divisions of Hooker and Kearney, that of the former, led by

Grover's brigade, cutting through the opposing lines like a knife,

while Kearney's ])low was at least equally powerful and effective.

But the attacks were not sup})orted as they should have been, nv.

expected advance by Porter against the enemy's right was not

made, for Longstreet was already on the tield and had joined

forces with Jackson, so tiiat night fell with the two armies in

substantially the positions of the early afternuon. The morn-

f ing of the 30th bi-ought a renewal of the bnttle, but it was hopc-

}
loss on the Union side from tlie outset. The men were cxhuusced

I
and dispirited, out of food, and uiany of the best divisions with-

I
out an adeijuate supply of ammunition. But the men fought
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bravely—even desperately—under all these disadvantages. Porters

corps, especially, strove tenaciously to dislodge Longstrcet from

his strong position, and from every assault it recoiled in torn

fragments. Night found the Federal army in full retreat upon

Centreville, the few available brigades scarcely equal to the cov-

ering of the retreating columns.

The corps of Franklin and Sumner had been pushed forward

from Alexandria, by direction of General McClelhin, as far as

Centreville, and under the protection of their firm battalions the

broken army resteil the following day, thence falling back to tlie

vicinity of Fairfax Court II(^u?e and C4ermantown. A drenching

storm had set in, but even tliis did not dampen the ardor of the

Confederate victors. Again Jackson resorted to his favorite

strategy of a long detour by his left/tlauk to fall suddenly upoti

the Federal rigiit, and on the evening of September 1 lie joined

battle at Ox Hill, near Goruiantowu, fighting what is known
as the battle of Cluintilly. The action was brief, the use of

ammunition next to impossible, owing to the storm, and the

repulse was made comjdete by a fine bayonet charge of Birnev's

brigade of Reno's corps ; but the Union ;irmy counted among its

lost two noble officers in Generals Stevens and Kearney. The
former was shot dead while leading a charge of his division,

and the latter met a similar fate by riding into the encmv's

lines in the storm and darkness.

On the following day the army, by direction of General Ilal-

leck, retired within the Washington defenses, where it was

secure from further attack in its exhausted condition. General

Pope on the same day resigned his command, the Army of

Virginia was merged with that of the Potomac, and Genernl

McClellan was given commtmd of the united forces. In the

reorganization and reinspiriting of the remains of the two armies

the wonderful genius of ileClellan found ample field, and the

hand of the master was at once apparent. In a romarkablv short

time the shattered corps emerged v])on the soil of Marvland,

marching with confident step in pursuit nf Lee's invadini,' armv.

Tlu? Confederate general had good cause for congratulation.

Ill tluee months from the time of taking command, he had
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driven McClellan's magnificent army of investment from in

front of the Confederate capital into the shelter of the Federal

gun-boats, whence it had withdrawn to tlie strong defenses at

Alexandria, from which it originally came forth full of bright

anticipations of victory; then turning upon a second army, equal

to his own in numbers, he had sent that in turn broken and dis-

organized before his triumphant legions. It was natural for him

to feel that there was little to fear for the present from this

sup])0sed fugitive crowd, though the strength of the Washington

fortifications and the extent of his own losses precluded the idea

of a direct attack upon the Federal capital.

General Lee, therefore, resolved upon the invasion of Mar/land.

He moved promptly, the 7th of September finding the South-

ern army all on ^laryland soil, and the following day, from his

head'piarters at Frederick, General Lee issued a proclamation to

the people of the state, in which he assumed the tone of a liber-

ator, and invited them to espouse the caiise of the South. The

response was not encouraging. The bulk of the fighting Mary-

land secessionists had already joined the army in Virginia, while

the people of the state at large, even had their sympathy been

greater, had no ambition to see their fair fields devastated by the

tramp of opposing armies. Nor was there much time for the

development of results. Xo sooner was the jmrpose of Lee

manifested than McClollan put the Army of the Potomac in

motion to meet the invaders. Crossing to the ^Maryland side

and ]U'<)ceedi7ig with tlie reorganization of tlie army on the-

marcii, he puslied sturdily forward toward Frederick, covering

all the available roads.

The Confederates meantime were not idle. On crossing the

river they had seized tlie railroad at Point of Eoeks. cutting oil'

the garrison of some |2,0()0 men at and about Ilarper's Ferry

from communication Avith Washington. Finding that the posi-

tion was not abandoned, Leo sent Jackson with a large force to

cro-s tlic Pi'tcniac in front of Shar]^sburg and invest the place

from the Virginia side, while MeLaws co-operated from the

Maryland side. 'J'iie move was a eonqilete success, and resulted

in the surrender of tlie entire force witli little show of resistance,
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as their position was capable of no effective defense against the

batteries on the surrounding hights, which opened fire on the

morning of thelotli. Colonel Aliles, in command of the garrison,

was mortally wounded, and his second in command, General

White, speedily gave up the contest.

Lee, meantime, finding that McClellan was advised as to his

plans, withdrew the bulk of his army to the vicinity of Sharpsburg,

in order not only that his forces might bo reunited as soon as pos-

sible after the accomplishment of Jackson's enterprise., but that

he might be able to retreat })y way of the Shenandoah valley into

Virginia, in case retreat became necessary. To check McClellan's

advance as much as possible, General D. H. Hill was posted at

Turner's Gap of the South Mountain, with his own division re-

inforced by two of Longstreet's divisions, while at Crampton's

Gap, near Burkittsvillc, was stationed a portion of McLaws's

force. General Franklin moved against the latter force with the

Sixth Corps on the afternoon of the 14tli, and after some three

hours of sharp, though not heavy fighting, the pass was carried.

At Turners Gap, six miles to the northward, where the principal

straggle in the battle of South j\Iountain occurred, the task was

much more serious and the force on each side much greater.

The assault was made by the right wing of the army, under

General Burnside, composed of Eeno's corps, the Xinth, and

Hooker's, the First. From early morning, till darkness put an

end to further operations, there Avas a sharp struggle on the part

of the Federal forces to gain possession of the rocky fastnesses,

and a stubborn resistance on the part of the defenders. The
Confederate General Garland, whose brigade received Reno's first

attack, was killed, and the crest held by his forces was. wrested

from them, but licre the Union advance was checked till Hook-

er's 0017)3, which came ujjon the field in the afternoon, climbed

the mountain sides in the face of strong opposition and secured

a position to the north of the Confederates which commanded
the pass proper. At that time, when the Union forces were in a

position to secure Uie fruirs of their persistent etVorts, night

came on, and in llie morning their antagonists had witiidrawn.

Hill had gained for his chief a day's time, though at a heavy
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cost in casualties and prisoners ; while the Federals, in addition

to the delay, had to mourn the death of General Reno, a brave

and valuable officei", who fell about sunset, almost in the moment
of triumph, as the Stars and Stripes waved from the conquered

hights.

Pursuit was made next morning, as soon as it was found that

tlie defenders were in retreat, and there was skirmishing during

the day as the Federals pressed the Confederate rear guard, but

there was no serious engagement, and the close of the afternoon

displayed the bulk of Lee's army drawn up in a strong position

on the right or Sharpsburg bank of Antietam Creek. In the

mean time, McLaws, driven from Crampton's Gap by the Sixth

Corps, was cut off from Lee's main body, and his safety seriously

complicated. He, however, formed a strong line of battle across

Pleasant Valley, covering Harper's Ferry, where the beleaguered

Union troops were on the point of surrendering, and when that

event occurred McLaws hastily retreated across the Potomac, by

way of the Ferry, into Virginia, whence recrossing at Shepards-

town, he rejoined his superior at Sharpsburg, Jackson, having

received General White's capitulation, very hastily paroled his

captives and flew to the support of the imperiled Southern

chieftain,, on the banks of the Antietam, with whom he formed

a junction during the night of the 10th.

As the two armies faced each other on the morning of the

loth of September, Lee had in his front the Antietam Creek,

while the Potomac ])rotected each flank, rendering a direct attack

necessary. The creek was spanned by four stone bridges, three of

which were strongly defended by the Confederates, but to the

left of their position there was another which was unprotected,

and across this, when the preparations were completed, which

was not till late in the afternoon, the right wing of the Federal

army was ordered to pass to assault the Confederate left flank.

Hooker with his own cur[)s led the way, as so often Ijcfore he

had done, his crossing l)eing unopposed, and his lines were estab-

!!.-:lu'd, pushing l»ack liis o]>[)oneuts for a considerable distance.

\\ith a plan of battle developed and thus much (»1" initial action

taken, the operations of the day ceased. McClellan's programme
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was to cross Sumner with liis own Second Corps and the Tsvclfth

under General Mansfield, to the support of Hooker, deliverinc,' a

heavy attack against the Confederate loft, and Avhen the action

was well under way to throw General Burnside with the Xintli

Corps across a bridge in his front to engage the forces of Long-
street, on the opposite tlank. Porter's Fifth Corps formed the

Union center, while the Sixth, under Franklin, were still in

Pleasant Valley, with one division posted at Maryland Hights,

opposite Ilarper s Ferry.

It cannot be said that McClellan's programme was ethciently

^carried out. With the early morning Hooker advanced vigor-

ously, and was as vigorously met. The enemy was pushed back.

with heavy loss on each side. Finally the attack lost its momen-
tum. Hooker was severely wounded, his corps broken, and the

tight at a stand-still till reinforcements came up on both sides.

Sumner and Mansfield came upon the scene, but the latter was
killed, General liichardson. commanding one of Sumner's
divisions, mortally wounded, and both corjis were sadly shattered.

SedgAvick's division had reached an advanced position, whence
with ade<iuate support it would seem that it miglit have attained

decisive results. IJut the su])port was not at hand, the division

was forced back, and Sedgwick, twice wounded, was carried

from the field. In this piecemeal attack of single regiments,

brigades and divisions, a murderous loss had l)een inflicted on
both sides, but no advantage gained. Meanwhile it was not till

afternoon, when the action on the Federal right had ceased, that

Burnside succeeded in getting across the creek. The crossing'

was difficult, and a small force had sufficed to hold his corps at

bay till it was too late for them to carry out their part of the

programme. They did, indeed, drive back the troops in their

front for some di.-tance when once across the stream, but were
themselves in turn i)ushed down to the shelter of the bluff, near
the crossing.

ITero the battle ended. Fnnklin's two available divisions h:id

come up, and liad been ))ut in position on tlit' right, where ^he

struggle had been so terrible, and Porter's corjis had not vet

been engaged; but MoClellan shrank from a renewal of the fiudit

i
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on the morning of the 18th, and the day was devoted to burying

! the dead und caring for tlie wounded, tlie Union loss having

been upward of 12,000, and that of the Confederates nearly as

great. If it was ^IcClellan's intention to resume the battle on

the 19th, he was doomed to disapi)ointraent, for the coming of

that day found the Army of Northern Virginia once more on

the " Sacred Soil," and no pursuit was attempted. For a few

days, more or less skirmishing across the Potomac occurred, and
small forces from each army crossed the river to annoy their

antagonists, only to return speedily to their own side. Lee, with

the remnants of his army, moved up the Shenandoah valley to

the vicinity of Winchester, while the Union troops remained in

Maryland, so distributed as to guard against possible incursions

from marauding parties of the enemy.

Both armies were sadly in need of rest and supplies of various

kinds. According to their own reports, the invaders had been

in a terribly ragged and destitute condition for a long time,

while the Army of the Potomac was far from being well supplied

after its summer's campaign. Eecruits were sent forward from
Washington to strengthen the various commands, among the

new regiments of three-years' trooi)S i)ermanently attached to

the army being the Thirty-seventh ^Massachusetts. The history

of this organization becomes from that time identified with that

of the larger body. Let us now sketch tlie work of ]\Iassachu-

setts as a loyal member of the national Union, before taking u])

the especial story of her Thirty-seventh Piegiment.





CHAPTER IL

MASSACHUSETTS IN THE WAR.

THE RECORD OF THE COMMOXWEALTH,—ITS PUIJLIC MEN.

—

ITS SOLDIERS.—ITS CITIZEXS.

The record of ]M;issachusett3 in the war for the Union was

one of which all who love its good name may justly be proud.

In the field and in the legislative halls, in conflict on land and

sea as in the council cham])crs, the sons of the Old Bay State

led the advance ; while in the Idessed offices of mercy which

sought to alleviate the sufferings of those dreadful years and as

far as possible to rob war of its horrors, in whatever way the

purpose might be advanced, the whole people, irres])ective of

age, sex or social condition, joined with an exemplary energy.

Yet in the group of all who did such valiant, faithful service

one figure must ever stand gloriously above all the rest—the

central figure of the stout-hearted, clear-headed Avar governor,

John A.Andrew. Born in Maine in 1818, a graduate of Bow-
doin College in 1837 and admitted to the Suffolk bar in 184(t,

Mr. Andrew in 18''0 undoul)tedly stood at the head of the legal

profession in the state. Never in the narrow sense a politician,

liis experience in public place had 1)eeii confined to a single term

in the state Legislature and the chairmanship of the Massachu- 'i

setts delegation in tlie National licpublican Convention at Chi-

cago which nominated Lincoln for the })resideucy. Yet to the

migiity task to which he was called, Governor Andrew brought

a statcsniaiishi]i. a power of r<:'>ourcc and an uinvavering pur-

])o>(' Avliich won the admiration of the country.

Mr. Andreu' was elected to his iirst term on the day of ^Ir.

Lincoln's elecliijn to the presidency—November 0,1860,—by a

I
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vote of 104,527 and a clear majority over his three competitors,

representing the tlircc factions of tlic Democratic party, of 39,445
—the largest vote up to that time ever cast in the Common-
wealth. The state delegation in Congress, the Executive Coun-
cil and nearly the entire Legislature were Republican in politics

and therefore in general accord with the new administration.
Nor was the support of GoYcrnor .Andrew by any means con-

j
fined to the party which elected him to oliice. The vast major-

j
ity of the democratic party of the state were faithful to the

I
cause of union, and the soldiers in tlie field represented all shades

J of political belief subordinated to national loyalty.

I
Before the inauguration of Governor Andrew, January 5,

I
1861, the war cloud grew threatening, and thoughtful men began

I

to despair of averting an appeal to Arms. Yet so dreadful
i seemed that alternative that, while nerving themselves for the

I
struggle should it come, the people of the state neglected

f no opportunity to urge conciliation and concession, and late in
i the month a petition bearing 15,000 prominent names was sent

I

to the Massachusetts delegation in Congress, urging conciliatorv
t measures. The people were ready to sanction any reasonable

J
sacrifice for the sake of peace, but they were not ready to see

I
the nation, in the building uf whicli their fathers had borne so

I
honorable a part, full in ruins about them. If that were to be

I
the alternative, they would prove that the sons were ready to
sacrifice for the preservation as much as their ancestors for the
creation. In his inaugural the new governor s})oke for tlie whole
state when he said: -'The peuj.le will foivvcr stand Ijv the coun-
try." There was no niore e()mi»re]i(,'tisive expn'ssion of the pop-
ular fueling than that given by Adjutant-Goneral William
Schoulcr when, responding to a toast in linnor t.) iMajor Ander-
son, tlieii In'sieged in Fort ?'uiiiler. he said: '"WV have no ])oa,sts

to make. History tells what the men of Massachusetts have
done, and they will never disgraee that history." Tliese were
the ealm utteraneei of eai-nesr men. ty]'if;d of the invincible
purposes of loyal men everywhere; they juit into won Is that
earnest determination which led the soldiers of the old Common-
wealth, hopeful and uiisjirinking, tlirough everv disaster and
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discouragement to final consummation. Quite the reverse of

of this, in speech and action, found favor amoni,^ the dema-

gogues who were i:»lotting tlie destruction of the nation. Cahu
utterance following earnest tiiought could never have served

their jjurpose, and we find instead fiery bluster and inij)etuous,

passionate acts, in the field as on tlie forum. While the latter

were anxious only that the national Union sliould be destroyed,

Governor Andrew had no greater ambition than to know and

faithfully do his duty under the general goTcrnment for its

preservation. In his message of the following year, when the

issue had been joined and the fearful magnitude of tlie struggle

began to be realized, he uses these noble words:

—

Let him lead to whom the people liave assigned the authority and the

power. One threat dnty of l^l)sr;<^)in<,^ royal patiiotism, which is the

])uhlic duty of the occasion, demiiuds us all to follow. Placed in no sit-

uation where it becomes me to discuss his policy, 1 do not stop even to

consider it. The only question that I can entertain is what to do, and,

when that question is answered, the other is what next to do, in the

sphere of activity where is niven me to staml; for by deeds, and not hy

words, are this people to accomplish their salvation. Let ours he the

duty in this great emert;ency to furnish, in unstinted measure, the men
and the money required of us for the commo-i defense. Let ?>rassaehu-

setts ideas and ^tassachnsetts ])riiicii>les j;o foith, with the industrious,

sturdy sons of the Commonwealth to propagate and intensify, in everv

camp and upon every hattle-tield. that li>ve of e((ual liberty, and those

rights of universal humanity, wliich are the hasis of our institutions:

but let none of us who remain at home presume to direct the pilot or to

seize the helm. To the civil head of the national state, to the military

head of the national army, our lidelity. our confidence, our cunst'ut, de-

voted, unwavering supj)ort, rendered in the spirit of intelligent freemen,

of large-minded citizens, conscious of the ditlicnlties of government, the

responsibilities of power, the iKuils of distrust and division, are «iue

without measure anti without reservation.

To this nuiiuilicent*('Xj)re;>ion of loyal devotion Governor

Andrew remained intensely faithful to the end. At the confer-

ence of loyal governors at Altoona, Pa., in September of the

same year, when the peninsular fiasco, the defeat of Pope and
the doubiiiil ro.'ult :it Antielum miglu well have cast a g-looni •;:

over the most anient, his was the voice of unfairering couraire,

und his the hand which wrote the petition to the President ask-
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iiig for another levy of 300,000 men for the strengthening of

the Union armies. But witli this intense earnestness of pur-

pose Governor Andrew mingled no vindictive feeling, and when

tiie end was reached,when the test of arms had decided that the

Union was to live, stronger, grander, purified and redeemed by

its awful baptism of blood, he could say, after pronouncing a

tuuchinor culoorv on the martyred President Lincoln:

—

Order, law, freedom, and true ci\41izatioii, must rise into life all over

the territory bloated by despotism, barbarism and treason. The schemes

of sentimental politicians, who neither learn nor forget, whose ideas of

constructive statesmanship are only imitative as are the mechanical

ideas of tlie bee or the beaver, the plans of men vrho would reljuild

on the sand, for the sake of adherincj to a precedent,—must be utterly,

promptly and forever rejected. Lot the government and the people

resolve to be brave, faithful, impartial and just. With the blessing

of God, let us determine to have a country the home of liberty and

civilization. Let us deserve success and we shall surmount every ob-

stacle, we shall ^ur\ive delays, we shall conquer defeat, we shall win a

peaceful victory for the gi-eat ages of the future ; and, for the cause of

humanity, we shall requite these years of toil and war. The blood of all

this noble army of martyrs, from the soldiers of Massacliusetts who fell

ill Baltimore to Abraham Lincoln, the President, who has mingled his

own with theirs,—the blood of this noble army of martjTS shall be, as

of old, the seed of the Church.

In the national councils the state was well represented. In

tiie Senate it had Charles Sumner and Henry Wilson, the former

iiolding the chairmanship of the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

AVhen the delicate condition of our foreign relations during the

A'hole time of the war is borne in mind, it scarcely needs to be

>aid that in this field the magnificent intellect of Mr. Sumner
found an ample task. This position naturally brought him in

Very close relations to the President, aiul on the last week of

Mr. Lincoln's life he said to Mr. Sumner, during a, very cordial

interview: "There is no person with whom I have oftcner ad-

vised throughout my administration than with yourself."

If it be just to give to Senator Sumner the prouder place as

;i national statesman, it will be equally just to give Senator "Wil-

ful a place closer to the warm heart of the loyal people,

especially those of his own state. During the. war he was chair-
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man of the Comuiittce on Military Affairs and of the Committee

on the Militia—no man did more faithful service than he, none

had a keener comi)rehcnsion of the national situation. Xo
sketch, however l»rief, of the ]jart taken by Massachusetts in the

conflict would be complete wiiliout an appreciative reference to

the great Avork of Mr. Wilson. He had already served upon the

Military Committee for four years, under the cliairmanship of

Jefferson Davis, and with no power to prevent had seen the nat-

urally feeble military power of the government manipulated in

accordance witli the purposes of the conspirators and made still

more feeble for the government's protection. When Fort Sumter

fell Mr. Wilson urged the President to call for 300,000 men in-

stead of the 75,000 actually asked for, but the magnitude of tlu

numbers was staggering, and the advice was not heeded. When
the call was issued he prevailed upon the Secretary of War to

double the quota of Massachusetts, and then hastened home to

consult with the state authorities. From that hour his duties

were multitudinous and unceasing. Keturning to Washington,

he devoted much of his time to caring for the soldiers, especially

those in the hospitals; yet on the assembling of Congress in

extra session, Jidy 4, 1861, he was ready with the important

military bills demanded by the condition of aifairs. At the ad-

journment of the si)ecial session ho returned to Massachusctt.--

to give his personal intluence to the promotion, of enlistment-,

and raised by his own efforts, among other troops, the Twenty-

second regiment, of which he was commissioned colonel. Thi-;

commission, however, was soon resigned, and Mr. AVilson, th>

better to familiarize himself with the service in all its branclu -

and its needs, became a volunteer aide on General ^[cClellan'-

staff, which jxtsition he held till January, 18G2, when duty agaii;

called him t-o active work in the Senate.

His i)Ositiun had now become one of immense responsibility.

All the important legislation reipiired in connection with tlu'

(.norniotis mi!if;try service of the ensuing four years was ei the-

originated or i>a.<.-ed up')U by the cummittee of which ^Lr. W'u-

.son was the head and the heart. In tiie single matter of ci>iii-

missioued ollicers, 11,000 jiominations of all grades from sccoiai
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lieutenant to lieutenant-general were referred to them for in-

vestigation and report ; interested parties naturally flocked to

the committee with requests and complaints, and even the com-

mon soldiers felt at liberty to seek out Senator Wilson, "The
Soldier's Friend,"—the man in whose great heart there was a

warm corner for the humblest human being. Among the mul-

titude of bills prepared by Mr. AVilson in person were those for

bettering the pay and condition of the soldiers, and all of those

relating to the military service of the blacks, freeing the fami-

lies of colored soldiers, as Avell as the men themselves, and abol-

ishing slavery in the District of Columbia: for Mr. Wilson never

forgot that the rebellion was built upon slavery as a corner-stone;

and he wrought unceasingly for its destruction and for the con-

stitutional equality of the negro race—a work in which he was

the eflBcient co-laborer of ^Ir. Sumner, having from his position

an influence and an opportunity second to none in the country.
,

In the Thirty-seventh Congress, which began its labors with

the special session of ISCl, Massachusetts was represented in the

House by Thomas D. Eliot, James ButHnton, Benjamin F.

Thomas, Alexander H. Eice, Samuel Hooper, John B. Alley,

Daniel W. Gooch, Charles R. Train, Goldsmith F. Bailey,

Charles Delano and Henry L. Dawes. Two years later Mr.

Buffinton was succeeded by Oakes Ames, Mr, Train by Geoigc

S. Boutwell, Mr, Bailey by James D, Baldwin, and Mr. Delano

by William B. Washburn. The faithful service of these men
can only be hinted at in this brief sketch. Mr. Rice was chair-

man of the Committee on Naval Aifairs, Mr. Hooper on that of

Ways and Means, Mr. Dawes served on the Committee on Elec-

tions, 3Ir. Alley on Post-ofiices and Post Roads, Mr. Gooch on

the Conduct of the War, and Mr. Eliot on the Committee on

ConHscation and that on EmaneiiKition.

Among the representatives of the United States at foreign

courts, the Commonwealth furnished Charles Francis Adams,

who at London had the mo.st delicate. dilTicult and important

jMisition in the entire foreign service, J, Ijothrop Atutley, minis-

ter to Austria, and Anson Butlingame to China, the latter doing

a work of world-wide importance, though remotely related to
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the great struggle at home, in opening that country to the com-
merce of the -world.

The first oflicinl act of (lovcrnor Andrew after his inaugura-
tion was to dispatch trusty messengers to each of the governors
of the New England states urging preparation for the worst and
a hearty suppo]-fc of the government at Washington. The re-

sults of this movement wore of the most satisfactory nature.

Tlie next measure, and indeed the only one which was in order
in the absence of actual hostilities, was thorough preparation
for the expected event. In this, as in all the military measures
which ensued, the strong right arm of the Governor was Adju-
tant-General William Schoulcr, who had been appointed to

office by Governor ]?anks, and whose indefatigable and well-

judged laliors did so much for the success of the plans of his

chief. Tlie organized militia of the state at this time consisted
.of about 5,(JU0men, divided into nine regiment.?, seven battalions

and thirteen unattached companies. January 16, a general
order was issued recpiiring every company to be put in efficient

condition for active service if called upon. Those who from age,

physical dufect or other cause were unable or unwilling to serve
were to be liouorahly mustcri'd out, the companies recruited to

their maxim uni and held subjccl to the orders of the Governor.
To show the spirit of the ofVicers and men it may be stated that
within a week from the issuance of the order Colonel Jones of
the Sixth regiment tendered his command for immediate service
if rerpiired. In the mean time the Legislature had passed a

resolution i)k'dging to the general government ''her entire
means, civil and military," that the President might *•' execute
the laws of the United States, defend the Union and protect
national properly," which it was declared the universal senti-
ment of the jioople of the state that we should do. Legislation
and preparation for the ilemands likely to be made upon the
military forces of the Commonwealth went on with zeal, but it

was not till tlu^ Sturs and Stripes were humiliated at Sumter that
the call came.

Tlie 15lh of April brought the expected message, the first

dispatch being from Senator Wilson asking for twenty compa-
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nies.. but later in the day the Secretary of War sent a formal

requisition for two full regiments. Orders were at once issued

to Colonel "\\'ardrop of the Third, Colonel Packard of the

Fourth, Colonel Jones of the Sixth and Colonel Monroe of the

Eighth to report at Boston with their commands, and on the

morning of the following day the companies began to arrive, the

first to reach the city being the three Marblehead companies of

the Eiglith regiment. The enthusiasm was suniething wonder-

ful for steady-going Massachusetts. Money and service were

offered from every hand in unstinted measure; everywhere tlie

eye rested on the national colors in many a patriotic device*

While the hum of preparation was at its hight on the IGth

word came from Senator AVilson that the state was to furnish

four regiments under the command of a brigadier-general.

General B. F. Butler was assigned to the latter position, and

orders were forwarded to Colonel Lawrence of the Fifth to re-

port at Boston with his command, the Massachusetts regiments

not having the number of companies required for the United

States service. On the afternoon of the ITth the Third and

Fourth regiments set out for F'ortress Monroe, the former by

steamer direct, the latter from Fall River by way of Xew York.

The Sixth regiment also left Boston on the evening of the ITth,

going by rail to "Washington direct. The story of the brutal

attack of a Baltimore mob on the 19th, in which Massachusetts

gave the first blood and the tirst lives in the great sacrifice, has

given tliis regiment a fame that will never die. That story

needs no rehearsal here.

The Eightli regiment, accompanied by General Butler, left

Bostftn on the afternoon of the 18th, intending to follow the

Sixth. At Springfield they were joined by Captain Henry S.

I'riggs of Pittslic'ld with the Allen Guards, completing the

orgauizati«»n. J'liiladelphia was reached on the afternoon of the

I'Jtli when news came to them of the assault uj)on the Sixth in

Baltimore. A night of intense anxiety followed, during wliieli

GcMK'ral Butler doeided \\\H)n a plan for reaching Washington,

'»y 'Mlaiiking" tbe hostile city ;
but Colonel Letl'erts of the

Seventli Now York, whose coinnuind had reached Philadelphia,
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declined to accompany the ^Massachusetts soldiers, though fol-

lowing a few hours later. The ensuing afternoon cars were

taken for Pcrryville, where the regimciit Avas transferred to the

large ferry-boat Maryland, which Avas placed at General Butler's

service by President Samuel M. Felton of the Philadelphia and

Baltimore railroad, who seems to have susfcrested the course

which was adopted. As soon as the regiment and its property

were aboard the Maryland steamed away for Annapolis, wlicre it

anchored the following morning near the famous frigate Consti-

tution, then used as a school ship, and for the safety of which
fears were felt. Two companies of the Eighth were at once put

on board, and the historic craft was in due time taken to Xew i

York for safety. From Annapolis to the Junction, 22 miles,

the regiment repaired the Annapolis and Elk Ridge railroad.

which had been destroyed, put the engines and cars in running
order, built bridges and opened railway communication between
the Capital and the Xorth. On the 2Gth they reached Washing-
ton, much worn by their arduous duties, but having performed
a service winning for them imperishable renown.

In the mean time the news of the situation reached Boston
and produced tlie most tlirilling excitement, not only in official 1

circles but among the people of every class. The Fifth regi-
j

ment was rapidly put in readiness and sent forward on the 20th i

to the support of the Eighth, and on the same day Major Asa
j

F. Cook's battery of light artillery and the Third battalion of
|

riflemen, three companies under Major Cliarles Devens, Jr., I

started for the front, joining the Fifth at New York, whence
j

the entire force went by water to xVnnapolis. Major Devens
j

with his command was soon sent to Fort ^McHenrv, while the
|

Fifth and the battery accompanied the Eighth to Wasliington.
|

Thus was met the first call upon the patriotism of ^Massachu- j

setts. It came to a people who knew not war, whose lives had
j

been lives of peace and luxury. Within five days after the call |

was received the state liad sent forward live full regiments of !

infantry a battery of artillery and tiiree eoinpanies of riilemen.

—a fourth following a few days later and proceeding up the i

Potomac to Washington. Wherever tliey went these troops were
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I
the pioneers; the arrival of tlie Third and Fourth regiments at

I
Fortress Monroe secured to tlie government the possession of

i i!i:it important stronghold, on which tlic conspirators were look-

\ ing with eager eyes, while the Sixtli. quartered in tlie Senate

I I'hatnber on their arrival after the deadly struggle through the

I
streets of Baltimore, gave the first positive assurance of the

I N-ifoty of the national Capital.

I
On the 3d of May, fearing that the return home of the 75,-

[
(KK) who had been summoned for three months would leave the

government with an inadequate military force. President Lin-

coln called for some 40,000 volunteers for three years' service,

and Massachusetts was instructed to furnish six regiments. "It

is important to reduce rather than enlarge this number, and in

no event to exceed it . . . and if more are already called

for. to reduce the number by discharge,"' was the language of

Secretary of War Simon Cameron in transmitting the requisi-

tion. Thus cautious and groping were the stejDS taken by the

national government in the early days of the struggle. Even
tliis permission to send troops to the defense of the country was
not received at Boston till the 2;?d, 19 days after the call.

On the 25tli the Second regiment, Colonel George H. Gordon,

was mustered into the United States service, being the first Xew
England regiment accepted for three years. The otlu r regiments

of the quota were mustered during the month of June in this

order: Xinth. Colonel Thomas Cass, June 11; Eleventh, Col-

onel George Clark, Jr., June 13: First, Colonel Robert Cowdin,
and Seventh, Colonel D. X. Couch, the 15th; aiKl the Tenth,

Colonel Henry S. Briggs, the •-ilst. The First left the state June
15. marched through Baltimore on the ITtli, and was the first

three-years' regiment to reach Washington.

Extremely dissatisfied at the meager force called for. Governor

Andrew, in common with many prominent men through the

country, urged the acceptance of more troops, and a vigorous

prosecution of the war— fc>r that there was to be a bitter and
^ fuci war, could no longer Ijc doubted. It was with much satis-

•"K-tion. therefore, thai on the ITth of Juno permission was
received to forward ten additional reiriments. Colonel Fletcher
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Webster, the heroic son of the great orator, had his Twelftli

regiment ah-eady organized, and it was mustered June 26. Then
during the months of July and August, followed, in order of

their acceptance, the Fifteenth, Colonel Charles Devens, Jr.;

Thirteenth, Colonel Samuel H. Leonard; Seventeeth, Colonel

T. J. C. Amory; Xineteenth, Colonel Edward ^^'. Hinks: Six-

teenth, Colonel P. F. "Wyman, Twenty-first, Colonel x\ugustus

Morse; Eighteenth, Colonel James Barnes- Twentieth, Colonel

W. R. Lee, and Fourteenth or First Heavy Artillery, Colonel

W. B. Greene.

The state Legislature, meantime, had been called to meet in

extra session, May 14, and no more important session of that

body was ever held. The multitude of new and pressing ques-

tions which had to be met, the rapidly increasing magnitude of

the struggle, the raising, equipping and sending forward of vast

levies of men, the provisions for their comfort and for the care

of those dependents whom they left behind,—all joined in

demanding the best intelligence and the most unswerving patriot-

ism on the part of the legislators. How faitlifully those duties

were performed history records, but the details cannot be given

in a single general chapter. In addition to other sources of

anxiety, it was necessary to send an agent abroad to procure
arms; amission which was promptly directed by the Governor as

soon as it became apparent that the national government could
not arms its defenders. !

Boston, too, was open to the mercy of any nautical foe, the

forts erected for its protection being garrisonless and in a sad

condition of neglect. Pressing representations to the general

government of this fact brouglit no response, and finullv, as a

matter of self-defense, the state was obliged to take the respon-

sibility of ordering details of its soldiery to occupy the works
and put them in as defensible a condition as iwssiblc—a work for

which the Washington authorities have yet made but partial

acknowledgment and compensation.

Thus ill ceaseless aeti\ity the lirst year of the war rolled awav.
Before the ch)se of 18(il, the Tweiity-uint ii regiment luid been
mustered into service, and the new year saw the Thirtieth
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Thirty-first and Thirty-second nearly ready to follow. The
anniversary of the first call found 27 infantry regiments from
Massachusetts in the field, for three years, in addition to the

cavalry and artillery which had gone forward in proportionate

numbers. The spring and early summer of 18G2 brought a short

respite from the work of enlistment and organization. The eyes

of the people were upon General McClellan's army on the penin-

.sula, hoping to see a fatal blow given to the rebellion. That
hope vanished, as the shattered army recoiled before the fierce

onsets of Johnston and Lee.

An order was received from the President, J^Iay 28, 18G2,

calling for two new regiments—the Thirty-third and Thirty-
fourth—and the four companies required to complete the Thirty-

second, already in service, as well j\s six companies to garrison

Fort Warren, in Boston harbor. These were being filled when
the President called a levy of 300,000 men, to serve for three
years, and on the 7th of July Governor Andrew officially asked
for the quota from ifassachusetts. Every eft'ort was put forth
l»y the state, city and to^vn authorities, and in two months the
la.st man called for had been mustered into service. In addition
to the 4,000 men sent to the old regiments, in the field, sovon
now regiments, in numerical order, from the Thirty-fifth to the
Forty-first, inclusive, went in response to this demand.
Following the call for the tlirce-years' men, and only a month

later, a draft was ordered for 300,000 more to serve for nine
months, and the quota of i\[assachusetts under this demand was
lixed at 10,080. There was no hesitation, no delay. The five

militia regiments which had responded so i)romptly to the first

<:ull for three months' service the previous year were about goino-
Hito camp for the annual state muster. Their ranks were filled,

and tliey again went forward to serve their country. In addition,
I'* new regiments, from the Forty-second to tlie Fifty-third,
iiK^hisive, were organized and sent. This ended the work of
^>^''''i, so far as the sending out of reginuMits w;is concerned.
Whh the o()fning of 18<;:5. tiie Kmancipation Proclamation

'""!< i'tri;ot, and toward tlu- c-Iose of Januiiry tlic- long-desired
I'trnn'ssion was given for Massachusetts to raise a colored re<a-
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ment. Before tlie middle of Islay the rcfjiment was filled, and

on the 28tli it left Boston by steamer, for Sontli Carolina. It

was ably commanded by Colonel Eobcrt G. Shaw, who fell at its

head in the terrible night attack on Fort Wagner, July 18 fol-

lowing. This was the Fifty-fourth, and on the 21st of July the

Fifty-fifth, also composed of colored men, under Colonel X. P.

Hallowell, left for the same destination. The Fifth Cavalry

was also a colored regiment. Regarding the part taken by these

soldiers, it is simple justice to say, in a Avord. that wherever

they were placed, they performed faithfully every duty which

came to them.

With the appointment of General Hooker to the command of

the Army of the Potomac, came his recommendation that re-

cruits should be sent to fill the regiments already in the field.

rather than that new organizations should be formed, and that,

with few exceptions, was the course thenceforward pursued in

Massachusetts. In the winter and early spring of 18G4, four

regiments of '•'veterans" were organized, and went at once into

the Wilderness campaign, where they suffered frightful losses.

These were the Fifty-sixth, Fifty-seventh, Fifty-eighth and

Fifty-ninth. In July of that year five regiments were sent out

for 100 days' garrison duty, to allow veteran troops to go to the

front—the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Forty-second and Sixtieth.

Nine unattached companies were also formed for garrison duty

on the Massachusetts coast. For these forces the state received

no credit from tlie general government. The Sixty-first, for one

year, was raised and sent forward by detachments the ensuing

fall and winter, and the Sixty-second Avas being recruited when
the collapse of the rebellion ended the long sacrifice.

In addition to the infantry regiments, the state had in the ser-

vice 16 batteries of light artillery, three regiments of heavy

artillery, numerous unattached comjmnies of the latter and of

sharpshooters, and two regiments of cavalry, besides the infantry

afterward reorganized a.s such.

The total of uien furnished by ^Massachusetts for all terms of

sorvico readied U)^.)rl'A—a surplus over all calls of 13,402. Of
this number 31,105 served in the navy, 0,030 were colored, and
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. nly 907 were non-resident "foreigners." The last-given figures

.,rc answer sufticieut to the imputation sometimes lieard that the

.'.silks of our vohmtecr regiments were filled with foreign hire-

lings. To offset the few aliens thus employed, it may he stated

•iint in the early period of the war, more than 8,000 men from

\Uv state enlisted in other states, for which no credit could be

rv'-'oived by Massachusetts. Of the othcers and men, 3,543 were

killed in action,- 1,986 died of wounds, 5,072 of disease, 1,843 in

r.hel prisons, and 1,020 were missing and never accounted for.

In this connection it is worthy of note that tlie men of 3[as-

-a.-liusetts received from all quarters the higliest commendation

for the manliness, courage and intelligence, with ^vhich they

:.Mre the sufferings incidental to soldier life, especially in hos-

pital; the cheerfulness and strong rallying power manifested, their

jTompt return to duty on recovery, and Christian heroism in

meeting death when that became the sad alternative. Of those

•Alio returned to their homes, it is equally gratifying to know

that their after lives gave no indication of general demoralization

from the associations met during their soldier days. Where the

'•;irly life gave good promise, it was generally broadened and

-trt-ngtheucd by the experience, and if there were exceptions to

fliorule, so there were unquestionably genuine reformations of

'liuracter.

The total expense incurred by the state in raising and equip-

ping troops reached -^27,705,109, and that of the cities and

fowTJs as such was nearly as much more, making ^50,000,000 in

""und numbers as the money cost to the state.

Properly a part of the record of Massachusetts, as the work

•vas ])crformed by her mechanics under the direction of the

•^•oneral government, may be counted the production at the

""I'ringtield armory, in the five years succeeding July 1, 1800, of

"•'5,030 muskets, with extra parts and rei)airs equal to 120,845

uiore. The rilled musket, as there produced, was the standard

•'•ai'on of the service, and unduubrodly the best nnizzle-loader

' «''r manufactured.

'I'lie draft riots of the summer of 1803, whicli in New York

•^*'ie so disgraceful, found a slight echo in IJostou, and for a
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time there was ground for alarm. But the fiction of the Gover-

nor was prompt and efficient. Troops were hastily assembled,

and every important point protected. In but a single instance

did the mob, which gathered in considerable numbers, venture

on violence. The armory of the Eleventh Battery on Cooper

street, which contained the only available artillery in the city,

with a quantity of ammunition, was assaulted on the evening of

July 14 by a mob of several thousand. Major Stepdien Cabot

was in command inside the armory, and when the mob ventured

upon an assault on the doors, the order to tire was given. One
volley, which killed several of the rioters and wounded many,

ended the trouble in Massachusetts, though the precautioTis were

continued in Boston and other cities till all indications of a

riotous purpose had disappeared.

While the outline thus given exhibits a devotion, patriotism

and heroism, of which any commonwealth might well be proud.

no record of these troublous times would be comjilete that failed

to acknowledge the equal consecration of the daughters of the

Old Bay State. Xo women bore a more faithful part, whether

we consider the devotion of those who, as nurses, went into the

hospitals, the labors in tlie great fields of the Sanitary Commis-
sion and the Christian Commission, or the Soldiers" Aid Socie-

ties, which, in all the towns and cities, labored indefatigablv fur

the comfort of the sick and wounded soldiers, and the welfare.

spiritual and physical, of those in the field. Xo less patriotic in

purpose and commendable in S]»irit was the action of those who.

like the teaohtii-s in the schools of Boston and elsewhere, volun-

tarily sacriticed a large percentage of their salaries, in order to

lightou the burdens of the state and city. Even the inmates of

the state prison volunteered to perform extra labor in the causr.

The tirst act in aid of the families of volunteers was that passeil

by the Massachusetts Legislature. May ^3, ISCl. The iirsl

jiriisidcnt of the United States Christian Commission was llov.

A. liolin Xeale. IX ])., of lioston; Ma-^sachusetts had more
delegati's in the service thau any other state, and Xurnislied rhe

four held agents. In providing for tiie navy, in this ilireetiuJi,

the lir.si and principal work was done by ^Fas^achusetts.
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Following the great buttles, contributions of money were

made at Boston for the relief of the wounded—after Gettysburg,

*35,000 was received in small amounts; for the Wilderness, over

«!(J0,000; at the taking of Richmond, §30,000. The 18G4 Thanks-

ifiving dinner for 17,000 soldiers, in the Washington hospitals,

was furnished by Massachusetts friends.

In labor for tlie welfare of the soldiers all classes and ages

joined. Among the contributions of socks, were 191 pairs made

by Mrs. Abner Bartlett of Medford, aged 85; several i)airs by

Mrs. S. A. Fra7^rof Duxbury, who was 92 at the opening of the

war, and a pair knit by a Conway woman of 97.

Hospitals were opened on Pemberton Square, Boston, at Rcad-

ville and Worcester; the first home for discharged soldiers in the

country was at Boston, followed soon after l)y another at Weston.

In Xovember, 1804, the National Sailors' Fair, to secure a

sailors' home, was held in Boston, netting §282,370. For the

relief of Savannah in I860, Boston joined with New York and

Philadelphia, and $100,000 was raised, and so the list miglit be

• •ontinued.

(iovernor Andrew had served faithfully throughout the entire

war, and when peace came, he declined further service in the

I»osition he had filled with such honor. Alexander II. Bullock was

••liosen his successor, and entered upon the oflice, January 6,

1 "«•<;. In his inaugural address referring to the soldiers, and

liie deposit of the regimental colors at the State House, he said:

In storm and sunshine, in success and repulse, they cai-ried those

I'annei-s througch 12 hostile states. In the hour of utmost need they,

Iiofore all others, had planted them on the Xational Capitol, stainint: on

» the way with the life-blood of some the pavement of a city in rebellion.

'Iliey liad carried them with Hooker to the summit of Lookout Mount-

I

''iin, and h.ad fixed them, with Strong and Shaw, on the ramparts of

I U'ai,Tier. With Burusidc, they had crossed the mountains of Tennessee,

I
and had sheltered the hearthstone of Andrew Johnson. With Butler,

tlii'y had forced the channel of the Mississippi and proclaimed law and

"ider in the city of the Cresent. In all the campaii,ms of the East, in

•^iarmairs crand march, with Banks at roil Hudson, with Grant at

Viiksburcf—whenever and wherever there was hazard to be encounten>(l»

'•V luurols to be won, they had carried the battle-days of Massachusetts

with unyielding devotion and national renown.





CHAPTER III.

THE THIRTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT.

THE GATHERING AT CAMP BRIGGS.—CHARACTER OF THE COM-

MAND.—THE ORIGINAL ROSTER OF OFFICERS.—PERSONAL

NOTES AND INCIDENTS. ^"^

The progress of General McOlellan's campaign on the penin-

sula early demonstrated to careful observers that the Union

forces, thus far mustered into the service, were far from adequate

to the task of suppressing the armed rebellion, and on the 28th

of June, while tlie two aiaiies were still in their desperate

grapple in front of Richmoud, the governors of 10 of the loyal

states, with representatives of Tennessee and Kentucky, strongly

advised President Lincoln to call for 300,000 more volunteers.

Such advice, at a time when the need of more men was becom-

ing severely felt was not to be disregarded, aud on the 1st of

July, 1863, the call was made. The energies of Massachuseris

were at once directed to furnishing the quota of the Bay State.

In his proclamation announcing the call, after urging the people

of the state to every exertion in behalf of the national cause,

Governor Andrew said: "Massachusetts, which has never slum-

l)ered or slept, must now arise to still higher efforts, and pledge

to all the duties of patriotism, with renewed devotion, the indi-

vidual elforts, the united hearts, heads and hands, of all her

people."

Throughout the Commonwealth the echo of this sentiment was

everywhere heard. Puldic meetings were held, the press came

nobly to the su|q)ort of the government, municipalities and

towns bent tlieir l)est energies to the tilling oi the quotas sevei'-

ully required of them. The most complete arrangements were

made for tlu; care of the volunteer's family during his absence,

^:
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.iiul considerable bounties were offered, payable on the muster in

uf the recruit.

At this time ^lassachusetts liad three incomplete regiments in

process of being filled—the Thirt3'-second, some companies of

wliich were already in the service, the Thirty-third and the

Tiiirty-fourth in camp, the latter at Camp John E. Wool, at

Worcester. A considerable portion of the recruits under the call

were mustered for the regiments already in the field, and pushed

forward to their destinations in squads, in connection with

wliich the work of filling up the new regiments, just mentioned,

was carried on. In pursuance of this purpose, the delegations,

from the western portion of the state all gathered at "Worcester,

and after the selection of the companies constituting the Thirty-

fourth regiment, there remained a large number of skeleton

companies or squads, mostly under the temporary command of

men who expected or hoped for commissions. The organization

of the Thirty-fourth being reasonably complete, a division was
j

made of the remaining fragmer.ts of companies; those from I

\\'orcester county remained on the ground to occupy the camj)
j

wlieu viwated and become the Thirty-sixth regiment, while the •

re])resentatives of the four Avestern counties—Berkshire, Hamp-
'k'U, Hampshire and Franklin—repaired to the rendezvous at

I'ittsfield, where a new camp had been formed.

Camp Briggs was so named from General llenry S. Briggs of

Pittsfield, the original colonel of the Tenth regiment, wlio had
juMt received a promotion well earned by bravery on the field,

and who was at that time at his home recovering from a severe

wound received at the battle of Fair Oaks. It was located on
j

nhat is now (1884) Hie Pleasure Park, on the Washington road, I

.-oincthing over a mile eastward from the village, and was in
|

• •very way a desirable site. The location in itself was favorable,

the ground having a very slight southerly slope, dry and airy, ,

'>\cll supplied with good wai(.'r, surrounded by the beautii'iil
]

niountuin scenery which makes the county a favorite resort tor

ii'- lovers of nature from all poilions of the country.

To this (ielighiful s[)ot, in tiie early days of August, came rhi'

a-Uanco guard uf what was to he the Thirty-seventh regiment oii
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Slassachusetts Volunteer Infantry. It was a peculiarly fittin.cf

scene amidst which to teach the first lessons of a noble soldier life.

The breath of the eternal hills whispered to the enthusitistic

campers of strength, of patriotism, of freedom. The earnest,

manly life of the sturdy sons of Xew England had no better

representatives tliaii those who had grown to early manhood
amid such environments, and who now left the shop and the

farm to, consecrate themselves to tlie demands of their common
country. To breathe such air, and to gaze upon such scenes of

natural beauty, was to grow yet stronger in patriotic devotion.

The camp was for a time in charge of Lientcnant Alouzo E.

Goodrich of the Allen Guard, Pittsfield, who, in providing for

the arriving recruits, was assisted by Quartermaster Daniel J.

Dodge of the same town, both of whom were identified witli the

early history of the regiment. As the number in camp increased,

however. Colonel William Raymond Lee, of the Twentieth regi-

ment, was placed in command of the post, and continued in tluit

duty for a few days, till the arrival of ]\Iajor Oliver Edwards.

about the 12th of August. At that time there Avere the skeletons

of 11 companies on the ground, and the difi'ereut commands
grew daily in numbers and in military education.

With characteristic energy, .Major Edwards brought his soblierly

qualities to the Avork of organization. Company and battalion

drills at once began and were continued with vigor, wliile great

care was manifested to preserve if healthful and an orderly cunip.

If some of the regulations and requirements at the time seemed

unduly stringent and exacting to men coming from the utter

freedom of rural life and without military exj^erience, or any

adequate conception of the re(|uirements of the service, tlu-

result showed tlieir wisdom, and with most of the recruit-

they were cheerfully accepted from the first. Tlie commaiuler
and his command wore well ada[)ted to each other. AVhile thr

former was es])ecially qualified to create an efificient and well-

disciplined regiment, tlie material wliieh came to his liand

was admirably adapted to the pin-poses of such a creation.

Almost without exeeption file men had enlisted from the most

patriotic motives, and each was anxious that his service should
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I... of honor to himself, us well as of benclit to his couutiy.
Wliile the great majority had never seen military experience,
rven of the simplest sort, not to speak of the battle-field, there
WL-re a few who had gone out in the earlier regiments, from
which they had been discharged for wounds or other cause.
Those men, wherever they might be during the abundant leisure
.if the camp, formed centers of interested groups. Their words
!iad a charm which no civilian voice could equal, for the speakers
!iad personal knowledge of the sphere of life for which the
listeners were training, and he who bore the marks of recent
wounds was, to a most gratifying extent, the hero of his mess.

Let it not be supposed that the life upon which the men had
entered was an idle or a wearisome one. Every day brought fresh
•i'-cessions to the companies, there were many acquaintances to
'levelop, the closeness and importance of which none could esti-

mate in advance; the duties of the camp, the rapid succession of
new developments, the preparations for a long, and perhaps a
final adieu to home and friends;—all these combined to fill the
waking hours of the citizen-soldier with thought and labor. Xor
Was amusement of a healthful nature wanting. In the intervals
"f tlie busy day, groups would be visible here and there, keenly
'•iij'"'ying some athletic sport, or laughing heartily at the whini-
:!oal oddities of those whose best work in the camp, it may be,
^vas to lighten the spirits of their comrades. Especially was the
''i-ly evening given to this s])ecics of enjoyment. Who that
!-'-inembers his experience in those stirring scenes does not recall
^^!th especial interest the uncouth elephants composed of soldiers
"vered by their army blankets, that in the dimming twilight
f-amed about the grounds indulging in such laughter-movin^o-
•T-tuks as no bona tide elephant could ever liave peri)etrated; the
^ '.porous tossing in a blanket by a half-dozen stalwarts of some
' ''ling or unwilling victim, whose evolutions were more ra])id
'="1 v;iried than graceful; tiie bounding fuot-ball, propelled by

!• ' ^ '';''"^''h'^ of vigorous feel ; the lliuusand and one kindred meaus
V '"version and e'>mi)anionshii)? •

I'he loth -f August fouiul Ci)ni{)anies C, E and B filhd, and
•'•''hia u week, C'omj)anie3 D, (i uiul II were also completed.
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These six companies were mustered into the United States ser-

vice on the 30th, and the remaining four were ready for the

services of the mustering officer, Captain Tliomas of the United

States Army, on the 2d of September, with the exception of

Company K, which was not filled till the 4th, the term of the

regiment cojisoijucntly counting from the latter date. This

company was the result of a consolidation, attempts having been

made to raise two exclusively Irish companies for the regiment,

—

one by Peter Dooley of Clieshire, and the other by John B.

Mulloy of Springfield. As neither could be filled in time, it was

decided to unite them. At the final examinations a few men
were rejected, much to their mortification and disappointment,

but, as a wlioie, the command was highly complimented by com-
j

petent judges, among others by General Briggs, who was often
j

on the gi'ounds and watched the formation of the regiment with -j

much interest. '^*3

Meantime preparations were actively pushed for the depart- i

ure of the Thirty-seventh for active service, the anxiety of the
j

government for additional troops increasing with the unfortu- i

nate developments that crowded fast upon each other from tlie ?-i

Virginia fields. The men, having been uniformed, were given ]

furloughs of three or four days each, going out in squads, and
"

almost without exception returning promptly on time. The
.J

otficers' commissions were issued August '-iT, and were as follows: ,

Colonel, Oliver Edwards of Springfield; lieutenant-colonel.

Alonzo E. Goodrich of Pittsfield; major. George L. Montague of
]

South Iladley: surgeon, Charles P. Crehore of Boston; assistant- i

surgeons, Thomas C. Lawton of Sheffield, Joshua J. Ellis of 3

Marshfield; adjutant, First Lieutenant Thomas G. Colt of Pitt;-
;

field; (juarternui.ster, First Lieutenant Daniel J. Dodge of Pitts- A

field; chaplain, I\ev. Frank C. Morse of Blandford. :• I

Xon-commissioned stall:—Sergeant-niajor, Ivobert A. Gray of

Springfield; quartermaster's sergeant, Thomas Porter, Jr.. oi'
|

("iiesteiiield; eummis.sary serireanf, -lames V. Chaliiierrf of Pitt.-

iield; hospital stewards, W. A. ('lianqjiiey of Hatfield, Piei'.ar.i

E. Morgan of i'ittslield; principal niusieian, John L. (.lall'ney "1 i

Chicopee. ]
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Company A—Captuin Jarvis P. Kelley, First Lieutenant Eli

T. Blackmer, Second Lieutenant Carlos C. Wellman, all of

Chicopee.

Company B—Captain Franklin W. Pease of Lee; First Lieu-

tenant Thomas F. Plunkett, Jr., of Pittsfield; Second Lieuten-

ant P. Woodbridge Morgan of Lee.

Company C—Captain Edwin Hurlburt of Great Barrington;

First Lieutenant John C. Robinson of Adams; Second Lieuten-

ant Iiufus P. Lincoln of Amherst.

Company D—Captain Algernon S. Flagg of Wilbraham;

First Lieutenant Charles L. Edwards of Southampton; Second

Lieutenant George H. Hyde of Lee.

Company E—Captain Archibald Ho])kins of Williamstown;

First Lieutenant Jonas A. Champney of Adams; Second Lieu-

tenant Walter B. Smith of Pittsfield.

Company F—Captain Eugene A. Allen of Springfield ; First

Lieutenant Mason W. Tyler of Amherst; Second Lieutenant

Elihu E. Rockwood of Greenfield.

Company G—Captain Marcus T. Moody, First Lieutenant

William Bliss, Second Lieutenant Edward Bridgman, all of

Northampton.

Company U—Captain Joseph L. ILiydcn of Williamsburg;

l"'ir3t Lieutenant Joshua A. Loomis of Northampton; Second

Lieutenant Andrew L. Bush of Westficld.

Company I—Captain Hugh Donnelly, First Lieutenant J.

Milton Fuller, Second Lieutenant Charles Phelps, all of

Springfield.

Company K—Captain Peter Dooley of Cheshire; First Lieu-

tenant John B. Mulloy of Springfield; Second Lieutenant

(leurge B. Chandley of Sjiringfield.

It is but simple justice to r-.ay that few volunteer regiments

It'Ct Massachusetts with a more capable complement of ollicers

tban those just named. While it would have been too much to

' xjicet that evei'v selec^tion should prove the best possible i'or the

I' >^iti<ln to Ite filled, the few weaknesses were more than offset

''V the general strengtii of the roster, and tlie Thirty-seventh

may properly claim ever to have been a well-otlicered regiment,
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A fuir proportion had already seen actiyo service. Colonel

Edwards, going to the front a year previous as the adjutant of

the Tenth regiment, was serving as senior aide on the staff of

General D. X. Couch when he was directed hy Governor An-

drew to proceed to Pittsfield to organize a regiment under the

new call. Lieutenant-Colonel Goodrich had served with the

Eighth regiment the previous year as first sergeant and second

lieutenant. Quartermaster Dodge having been a sergeant in the

same company—the Allen Guards of Pittsfield. ]Major Mon-

tague had abandoned his teacher's desk at the firing on Sumter,

and entered the service as a first lieutenant in the Sixth Wiscon-

sin, serving till autumn of ISOl, when he took a position on the

military staff of the governor of that state, engaged in recruit-

ing service till that official lost his life by an unfortunate acci-

dent at Pittsburg Landing in the spring of 1SG2, w-lien Mr.

Montague came east to offer his services to his native state.

Adjutant Colt was also a graduate of the Tenth, as were Cap-

tain Moody and Lieutenants Looniis and Smith. Captain Allen,

in addition to service in the same school, had long been con-

nected with the Springfield militia, while the sturdy Drum-

major GatTney, also formerly identified with the Tenth, had

taken his youthful lessons in the British service. Lieutenant

Edwards had found his early military excitement in the days of

the "]?order Piuffian" troubles in Kansas, and others had re-

ceived knowledge from the stutc militia and other sources.

One of the number, at least, Lieutenant Smith of Company

E, had good personal reasons for lifting the sword' against the

fanatic horde wlio were bent on the destruction of the L^nion.

The fall of Fort Sumter found Mr. Smith engaged in niiniu!:

on the Yahiila river, near Dahlonega, Ga., where he was super-

intending works in which ht- had a considerable financial interest.

Obliged to abandon everything and escai)e as best he could, h:

made his way with much ditficulty to Richmond, wliere he suc-

ceeded in obt;iiiiiiig a pass tlirongh the rebel lines and tinii!!}

readied Washingto!i and t!ie shelter of tlie Stars and StriiK-.r,

having had many narrow escapes. Passing through Philadel-

phia on his way to join the Tenth regiment in camp at Washing-
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ton, he was severely wonnded in the leg by a shot fired from a

window, but on recovery was mustered into the service in time
to receive a wound in the shoulder at Fair Oaks. Lieutenant
Smith was not with the regiment at Pittslield, however, joining

it subsequent to the arrival at Washington.

Soon after taking command Major Edwards had announced,
as an incentive for men and officers to strive for excellence, that

the company standing best in drill and discipline should be made
the color comi)any, while the second best should be given the
right of the line. The first position was won by Company F,
then under the command of Captain George L. Montague,
while Captain Moody's Company G took the right.

At the organization of the regiment Sergeant Charles S.

Bardwell of AVhately and Company F was appointed color ser-

geant, and all w^ho saw him in that position will remember how
every inch a soldier he looked as he bore the national llag in that
Capacity. In reply to a friend who expressed regret at his ap-
pointment to so dangerous a position he said: ''This is the
proudest day of my life. To this work I have devoted myself,
;ind if I fall it is for my country and my God!"
The men borne on the regimental rolls were principal] v from

the four western counties of the state, Berkshire furnishing 384,
Hampshire 332, Hampden 259 and Franklin 8.7.. It has already
been remarked that in every respect they were a fine Ijody of
men. To an especial degree they embodied the best Xew Eng-
land patriotic devotion. Largely they represented the thrifty,

native-born element, with home ties and material interests cen-
tering about them. There was no longer hope or expectation
tluit the war was to be else than long and bloody. They were
called to no holiday scenes, but to face in the field a dcsi)ei-ate

and at that time dangerously victorious enemy. The money
compensation for the service, while liberal from the militarv
stand-point, was no consideration as olTset by the comfortable
Iionios which they were leaving, the p:iin of parting from the
dt-arest friends and all ihe sad uncertaiiities of the camp and tlic

•i'ld. L'^mlt.r tliese circunistances the claim to the pure })atriot-

isni so worthily voiced by Sergeant Hardwell will readily 1)e
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allowed for tlie great majority of his comrades, who on many a

desperate field were to prove tliat claim but just.

The closing days of the regiment in Camp Briggs were full of

touching interest. Daily the streets and grounds were thronged 1
by visitors, a few from motives of mere curiosity, no doubt, but

the great majority bearing thouglitful olTerings for the comfort

of the soldiers in that stransre life to whicli thev were jroinir

forth, or seeking for a few brief hours that communion with

dear friends which they might never more enjoy. They mani-

fested the liveliest interest in all the military movements of the %
command, but especially in the dress parade of the afternoon, |
when the rear of the parade ground was invariably lined l)y a

sea of proud and interested faces.

The usual gifts were bestowed upon the departing soldiers by

the citizens, including Bibles or Testaments, with which eacli

was provided, and many of the officers had special tokens of re-

gard either from their commands or from friends. A fine sword

was presented to Ca2)tain Moody by his company, their Spring-

field friends remembered Captain Donnelly with a complete

uniform and Lieutenant Mulloy with a full sword equipment,

and the day before camp was broken a splendid sword was given

to Colonel l^dwards. Chaplain ^lorse, who liad left Ids pasto-

rate of the Methodist Episcopal church at Blandford and en-

listed as a private in Company A from a pure and conscientious

desire to serve his country, was presented with a horse by his

friends in the regiment, and there were other pleasant tokens of

like character bestowed.

The Springfield muskets with which the regiment was

equipped were issued on the 3d of September, and were received

by the men with delight. Xot only were they without doubt

the most efficient muzzle-loading military rifles ever made, and
the most satisfactory in form and construction, but there was a

patriotic aversion to the foreign-made weapons with which some '^

of the troo[)3 were armed. At dress parade on the Cth a fine silk *1

flag was prL'Sented to Colonel I'dwards by Mrs, J. Iv. Morewood .'^

of Pittslielil, and Avas accoptod Avith an appropriate response. U
The body of the flag had been made by the young ladies of 'M
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rittsfield under the clircction of Mrs. Morewood, and it was

atlixed to ;i staff made from wood cut on iEount Greylock. On
die staff was a silver plate thus engraved :

" Presented to

Colonel Edwards, 3Tth Mass. Vols., by his friend, !Mrs. M.'*

This flag was never borne in battle by the regiment, but was

used to mark the head-quarters of Colonel Edwards, was some-

limes under fire and received some bullet holes, was inscribed

with the names of the battles in which the regiment participated,

and still remains in the possession of General Edwards, a

treasured memento of the ladies of Pittsfield who in all stages

of the great conflict did so noble a part in caring for the needy,

wounded or suffering soldiers and in helping to maintain the

honor and unity of the nation.

At the same dress parade the first marching orders of the reg-

iment were read, announcing departure on the morrow for

Washington.





CHAPTER IV.

FROM PITTSFIELD TO DOWNSVILLE.

THE JOURNEY TO WASHTXGTOX.—LIFE AT CAMP CHASE.—VIA

FREDERICK AND SOUTH MOUNTAIN TO THE ARMY OF THE

POTOMAC.

A busy scene was svitncssed at Camp Briggs on Sunday, Sep-

tember 7, 1862. Great numbers of visitors were present—friends

who came from distant towns, it might be, to speak a parting

word with dear ones on the day of departure; patriotic citizens,

with a just pride in the regiment composed of their friends and

acquaintances; the curious and the indifferent who came to view

the scene and to indulge in gossip and speculation. There were

final gifts of trinkets and keepsakes to swell the already ])lethoric

knapsacks, and as the forenoon waned the last articles were

packed, and with impatient weariness the soldiers waited the

word of command that was to be their farewell to the spot.

The tents only were left, for a draft had been ordered early in

August for 300,000 militia for nine months' service, and the

Berkshire regiment under that call was to occupy the camp,

and the advance squads were already on the ground—the nucleus

of the Forty-ninth regiment.

At noon the line was formed, Avith every man for the first

time in his place, and a proud line it was that stretched entirely

across the camp and bent to the front on each fiank. Xever

again was that line to be so long and strong and handsome as on

that calm Sabbath day I They thought not of tliat, be sure, nor

did they imagine that almost three long years would pass before

rlieir work sliould be done, .md through the saeriru-o of so many
of their nol.ikst and bravest the integrity of their country at last

l)u as.sured.
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The march to the Pittsfield depot, where cars were to he taken

for Hudson, N. Y., though very wearisome to the men from the

weight of their heavily-Laden knapsacks and the heat of tlie day,

•.v;is a continuous ovation. • Not the vilhige only, but the entire

neighboring country, seemed to have gathered to witness the

departure of the "boys." The streets were packed with men,

women and chihiren, the national colors freely displayed, not

only from buildings and llag-stalfs, but worn, especially by the

young of both sexes, in rosettes and ribbons, knots and bows of

every description. It Avas a gala day, yet over all there sjH-ead a

touch of sadness, and painful to all witnesses were the partings

of many dear friends, as the last farewells were spoken.

At the public square, in the center of the village, the regiment

halted and formed, and brief services were held, prayer fervent

and eloquent being offered by the venerable Eev, John Todd,
I). D. The ride to Hudson was uneventful, and that city was
reached just as the shades of evening were falling. The jiopular

greeting there seemed every whit as earnest, though the passing

regiment came from another state. The streets were tilled to

overflowing with a cheering throng, and amid great enthusitism

the Thirty-seventh marched through tlie place to the steamer

Oregon, the procession headed by tlie Hudson firemen, accom-
panied by their mayor and a deputation of prominent citizens.

A collation was served by the people of the city, and everywhere
t!ic most earnest well-wishes were manifested.

After the boat was well under way down the river it was
made known that considerable quantities of bad liquor had been
smuggled aboard by some who had not the best good of the com-
mand at heart, and much to the grief, and possibly the anger, of

'lie j)osse3sors it was relentlessly poured into the Huik-on. With
tliat exception the trip down the river was markedly delightful,

riio night was pleasant and many of the men, finding sleep out
"f tlie question amid their novel surroundings, gaxed in silence

"U the matchless beauty of the Highlands and the Palisades
•'" the sturdy boat steamed steadily past them, (^uite a party of

^!*:('iid3 from Pittstield accompanied tlie regiment as far as New
»"rk, as did Superintendent Henry Cray of the Western rail-
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road from Springfield, two of whose sons were members of tlic

regiment.

Early morning of tlic 8th found the Thirty-seventh landing at

the wharf in Jersey City, and stacking arms on a street in the

immediate vicinity they waited till noon for further transporta-

tion. Still the same lively interest in the welfare of the soldiers

was manifested. A very acceptable lunclieon was furnislied by

the citizens, and those not already supplied with Bibles or

Testaments were sought out and given a. copy; one little girl

engaged in this work especially winning kindly remembrance for

her charming, earnest manner. Cars were finally taken for

Philadelphia, and that place was reached about dusk.

The blessings of all tlie soldiers who passed through the City

of Brotherly Love rest upon the heads of its devoted and patriotic

inhabitauts. While all the loyal cities, and all the towns as well,

did noble service in the way of care for the volunteer soldiers,

by common consent the p:dm of excellence must be awarded to

the Pennsylvania metrojiolis. In health, in disease, or suffering

from wounds, the Union soldier who came within its confines

was sure of the most thoughtful provision for his comfort, the

most kindly ministnitions for his welfare. The greeting received

by the Thirty-seventh was no exception to tlie rule. On leaving

the cars the command marched to tlie Cooper Shop refresh-

ment saloon, where a bountiful repast was in waiting, seasoned

with many a kind word from those in attendance. Afterward

the regiment rested on one of the public squares in the vicinity

till near midnight, when it marched toward the depot. Late as

was the hour, the streets were packed the entire distance with

men and women, who pressed close to the marching column to

utter words of encouragement and to clasp the soldiers' hands.

A train, principally composed of freight cars, was found in

waiting, into Avhich the men stowed themselves as well as they

could in tlie darkness, and most of them were soon asleep, whilc'

the train rushed away toward Balrimore. A few miles only had

been passed, when there came a crash, a sharp shock, and th'.

train stujipi'd so suddenly that tlie occupants were piled in hea}'=

in the front ends of the cars. It was found that some detached





A SERIES OF RAILROAD ACCIDENTS. 71

r:irs from a preceding train had been run into by the train bear-

mg the Thirtj-sevcntli and terribly wrecked. They were prin-

cijially loaded with Pennsylvania troops on their way to defend

the ferries at Elkton and Havre de Grace against the threatening

Confederate cavalry, then in ^laryland, and many of the unfor-

tunate men were killed or wounded. The engine and forward

cars of the colliding train were badly broken, but no member of

the Thirty-seventh was seriously hurt, and as they could only

wait for the coming of a relief train, the men presently composed
themselves to sleep till such time as the journey could be re-

newed. They were awakened by a roar, another crash and shock,

to find that the relief train had come down upon the same track

and driven its engine into the rear of the already disabled train,

completing its wreck and further blockading the road. Fortu-

nately, and almost miraculously, no serious harm had come to

the Thirty-seventh, even then. The baggage cars of the regiment
were in the rear, and had saved the lives of the men, though
only a single car in the center of the train liad escaped more or

less breakage.

It was nearly noon before another engine and cars were in

readiness to take the impatient command from the scene of the

double disaster, and when they were once more ready to proceed
Colonel Edwards placed Captain Hayden, an experienced cnsri-

neer, in charge of the locomotive. Wilmington was soon
reached, and there much enthusiasm was shown by the populace,
who i)rovided generous refreshment, though the soldiers did not
leave the cars. Xot till evening did they arrive at Baltimore,
and the streets were nearly deserted and almost ominously quiet.

But a bountiful supper had been provided near by, and after

that was disposed of the line of march to the Washington depot
Was taken up. To the men this was a most impressive event. They
did not forget that but a little more than a year previous their

hrother soldiers of the Old Bay State had been murdered in

Baltimore streets by a frenzied mob, and there had been many
« ;iriiest speculations as to the spirit that would be awakened in

<ho city by the victories of General Lee and the presence of his

liosts in Maryland. That speculation was in no way answered,
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for the streets were utterly deserted, and darkness and gloom
covered the city like a pall. On the evening before leaving

Pittsfield ten rounds of ball cartridges had been drawn ajid

afterward carefully treasured, "for the Baltimore mob" if wanted,

but there was no occasion for their use.

The remainder of the night and the early part of the follow-

ing day, September 10, Avere passed in the vicinity of the dei)ot,

waiting for transportation, Avhich came at length in the shape of

still less inviting freight cars, and about 5 o'clock that afternoon

the national Capital was reached. High anticipations had been

raised in regard to the recei)tion which might be expected at

Washington. Since all the other cities had been so enthusiastic
i

in applauding and providing for tbe volunteer soldiers on their i

l^assage, it was, perhaps, natural to expect that on reaching \

their destination they should meet especial manifestations of I

welcome. All such anticipations faded rapidly. The first
]

movement was to the '' Soldiers' Relief " for supper, and this .-

proved to be insurhcient in (juantity and abominable in quality. -

\

Citizens there seemed to be none, though wounded and conva- '-

1
lescent soldiers were abundant, their sallow features and doleful .1

Avords by no means calculated to create enthusiasm in the breast- i

of the Massachusetts listeners. Tlie sanitary condition of tlif \

region, which was on the outskirts of the city, was anything but j

creditable. Goats and hogs were running at large, and the air ->!

was heavily laden with poisonous odors. The approach of dark- "^

noss and a storm caused the command to seek shelter in hu"-e
j

barracks near by, and the men were soon well settled, in antici-

pation of an unbroken night's sleep, of which they felt the need.

Scarcely were they comfortaJjly disposed, when other reicimcnts

came pouring in, and narrower quarters were assigned, till tlic

entire great building Avas Avedged to its utmost capacity Avitli

troops. Through the uncomfortable night there may haA'e l.'een

memories of the time, early in the struggle, Avhcu -Massachusetts

soldiers Avcrc luxuriously quartered in the .Senate cham]>er, luif

there Avas little restful sleep, and the impressions of Washiu'itcui

iu the autumn of 18^)2 were anything Ijut agreeable.

Next morning another visit Avas made to the " Soldiers'

^
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llelicf," iintl (lie brcakfiist proved a incusiiral)lo improvement on

thcsnpper. A long wait followed upon tlic street-side, during

wliieh venders of all manner of trifles, useful and otherwise,

diligently improved tlieir opportunities, and tJien the column
moved away. Brave^ indeed, was the heart that did not shrink

I'ofore the doleful surroundings. EvervAvhere were wounded
ffoldiers wearing slings and bandages, armiess, legless, or the

more wretched fever patients, creeping about like miserable

ghosts of once robust men. Along the business streets, phvsi-

cians, surgeons, undertakers, embalmers and kindred professions,

seemed to have a Tnonopoly, and to vie with each other in adver-

tising their horrible specialties. Hearses and ambulances were

abundant, with here and there an army wagon rearing its soiled

taiivas top to break the ghastly monopoly. A passing glance

atlorded ample food, for reflection, and the column moved on,

past the unfinished Washin2:ton monument and across Lonf^

I'ri'lge, guarded by cannon, and then their feet, in most cases

for the first time, pressed the '*' sacred soil of Virginia."'

The march of some five miles to the designated camp was
'{uite trying to the participants. The rain of the previous even-

ing was supplemented by showers during the march, giving the

\veary men their first experience with Virginia mud, and, like

::11 new soldiers, they had undertaken to carry so many appar-
ently needful articles as to make a distressingly heavy load,

'i'lu'y were quite ready when camp was reached to throw them-
-'.Ives upon the bare earth and defer the work of putting up
• • nts till the morrow. The ground occupied had last seen service

as a corn-field, and many of the men, wra]iped in their blankets,

'•^'•nt to sleep in the furrows. A sudden and furious shower in

-b'' night, which converted each hollow into a miniature canal,

-ave them a forcible lesson in the selection of a bivouac.

The Thirty-seventh had been assigned to General Henry S.

'•r.ggs's lirigadc of Casey's Divisiou of Reserves, forming a part
"' the defenders of Wasbinglon, wliile M(( 'Icllan, with nio?t uf
'•'." VftiTan troo])S. was moving throiigii ^laryland in pursuit of
'i' in\a(ling army under (leiu'ral Lee. General liriggs liad

ii'Ken command on the day before the arrival of the T'hirty-
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seventh—September 10—other regiments in the brigade heii;.

the Thirty-ninth Massachusetts, Tenth Vermont, Eleventh 2s. .v

Hampshire and Twenty-first Connecticut. These were all frt-:.

troops, containing the germs of excellent service, but requirii::

hardening and development. For this important work, tlio;

could have been in no better hands than those of General Bri^g^-.

** Camp Chase," the new home, was delightfully located oi:

the eastern slope of Arlington Hights, a little beyond For:

Albany, overlooking "Washington, the Capitol and most of tl'

public buildings clearly defined above the surrounding mass >'.

the city, the whole forming a delightful panorama upon whici:

the defenders never tired of gazing. There was much of tlr ^^
charm of soldier life in the few weeks spent there. The mellou

warmth of early autumn was delicious, the duties light and inter-

esting, on account of their novelty, while mail communication

with home was prompt and uninterrupted. Besides, many of tht

men had acquaintances in neighboring regiments, and frequent ^
visits were exchanged, not always strictly according to caui;

rules, on the part of the enlisted men. Not that there was at au;

time a wanton disposition to violate the restrictions impose 1. ^
Most of the men intuitively compreliendcd the need o-f thoroui:': s^

discipline, and were prepared to obey all regulations that miiri.'

be necessary for their welfare and efficiency. But it was undoui't-

edly a weakness of the volunteer system that the man who wori

the shoulder-straps and he who carried the musket came fmi!.

the same walks of life, had perhaps associated together froi.'

boyhood, and hence did not at once drop into the jierfect rela-

tions of military commander and subordinate. This feeling w..-

naturally intensified in those cases where the officer failed
"

grasp the prestige of his new relation, and to win the confiden

of his command. To feel that in the hour of supreme trial <

the battle-field the officer could not "handle his men," was ;

sunder the one tie which made unquestioning obedieneo •'

pleasure as well a duty. But this digrt-ssion is nut intended :•-

au a[iology f<»r want of dis(i|tline. No such apology is net'd'

for the Tliirty-seventh, from its organization to tlu- close of t;.

contest, bore the proud honor of being one of the very best di;-
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j'Uncd volunteer regiments in the service, and the foundation

.

' iia subsequent efficiency in the most trying places was laid in

'...-.so early days of its history, under the thorough yet salutary

; icipline enforced by Colonel Edwards and his associates.

The principal duties, apart from those of the camp and drill,

.(usisted of work upon the inner lines of defense in the neigh-

Thood of " Camp Chase," with an occasional brigade drill or

..vision review, which were found extremely tedious at this

•'..jge of the soldiers' experience. But it was something of recom-

;
viise to see the long lines of brightly uniformed troops, to note

:':.:' great strength of the endless fortifications, and then in camp
a !jt.-n the day's toil was over to listen to the music of many a

.uid, softened and sweetened by the distance, playing one after

.itiither the familiar tunes which annihilated distance and carried

'.iie listener back to childhood, friends and home.

These pleasant scenes were not long to continue. The armies

•f the Union and of the Confederacy had met near Sharpsburg

.;kI the bloody battle of Antietam had been fought. To make
tiie result substantially a victory. General McClellan needed

tMimediate reinforcement, and on the 29th of September General

'•riggs was directed to report in command of the division and

'.vo additional regiments, with the i^finth Massachusetts battery,

i'- ihe army head-quarters. The following day camp was broken,

'Md the Thirty-seventh, with the remainder of the division,

::irched once more over the Long Bridge into AYashington.

i iicy were to go by rail to Frederick, Md., but there were not

•irs t-nough to move so large bodies immediately, and that night

*••« jiassed in the Capitol grounds, the sleep of the men watclied

' "T bv the statues of Washington and the Goddess of Lil)ertv

'" ;ieath which they reposed. Before leaving " Camp Chase"' the
{

*i'i:ip.s;icks belonging to the regiment had been sent to A\'ashing-
|

*'ii, to be forwarded to the army at some future time, and the
j

'•»' ti wi-re restricted to such pos.^essions as could be wrapped in i

' '•V bhuikot.-! or provided tor in haversacks or })Ockets. But .:

' '«ii even tliose limited aeconimodations, nearly every mau had
' i!i;«jied to stow away somewhere a portfolio witii writing i

•^•iieriiild, and during this tedious wait for transportation many i





7G FROM PITTSFIELI) TO DOWNSVILLE.

were to be seen sitting along the street curbing penning or pen-

ciling letters to the friends a,t home to apprise them of eacli

cliauge of fortune or situation. The massive buildings of tlic

government were near, and not a few visited them, finding in tlu

Capitol, now doing duty as a hospital, not less than a thousand

wounded from the recent battles.

In the early part of the afternoon of October 1 cars were

taken for- Frederick, and the train crept slowly away—so slowly,

indeed, that next morning found it not more than a dozen mile-

beyond Relay House. The remainder of the ride was charming,

for it was through one of the most lovely of countries,, the neat

dwellings and massive barns, surrounded by rich and far-reaching

fields, everywhere speaking of prosperity and competence. I

The afternoon was well advanced when Frederick was reached. I

and exciting as had been the recent scenes in that quiet city, >.

with the passage of Lee's army, closely followed by that of
|

McClellan, and all the annoyances inseparable from the pres-
|

ence of large bodies of armed men, the majority of the inhabit- j

ants manifested great pleasure at the sight of the fresh regiments. \

which, after a brief stop in the city, went into bivouac in :i

j

neighboring meadow. There the troops rested after their crampiiiL'
j

ride in the cars till late the following afternoon, when thc-v
\

marched in the direction of Sharpsburg. In tlie mean time
j

General Briggs's command had been dissolved and the individual 1

regiments v\'ere assigned to the weakened brigades already in tlu-
\

field, losing sight of each other from that time forward, save as i

the fortunes of war might chance to throw them temporarily i

together.*
j

From Frederick the line of march led over the Catoctin
|

Mountains, jituI on their pleasant .slopes the regiment halted tli'
j

first nigiit, having made a few miles quite comfortably durin:.' i

the early evening. These easy .stages were very pleasing to.th'
]

men, many of whom were sutlering from the effects of a ohangoi i

Gcnerf;! Ilri;.'^^. wiili whom ns .in aide d.-C'imp went Ca;itain Hopkins of Company K. '•

the Thiriyo-...inl!!, was a^si^iied tf> the ciininiiiiii of llio Second Krii.uic, riiird Pivision, I li'.-

Corps, C'>niii<)Si;d u{ now IViinsylvania rci;iiii'nls. iiL-inre llio mov. nii'iit of th>. Arniv .: ti'.'-

I'l ;":::.ic in [nirMilt of l.tc, lio.vtvT, Ir.s 1il;.i1;1i 7.:.&\\\ J.ive w;iy. .iiul lie u:is oblis-.-d to furli >'

recruit his streiigll' at home in M.'.ssachusctti, rcimniiig in the winter to take command of t.-
^

d' p.iriint'iit ot f; litiiiiore, cxtertiiiiR from Aiin.ipohs to Frederick, forming a part of CJeiur-i- ^
Sdienck's Kighth Cori>s, occupying the Middle Department. A

-1
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liimate, different water and new methods of life, bowel com-

j)!:iints being very prevalent. The medical staff did all in their

power to preserve the health of the command, and the sufferers

i:«'nerally struggled along pluckily, frequently receiving assist-

:ince from their more robust comrades. It was the beginning of

rliat long era of mutual helpfulness, by deed and word, which

;iiarked the entire experience of this organization, as of most in

the army, which still survives in fraternal associations, and

forms one of the brightest elements in the character of the

.Vmerican soldier, Xo sight was more common at the end of a

long and fatiguing march than to see some stalwart private

bonding under the weight of two or three guns, another file

jointly supporting an extra knapsack or blanket roll, that some

exhausted comrade might be spared the discredit, or the danger,

of falling from the ranks. All honor to the brave men Avhose

'ueart-prompted kindnesses still live in many a grateful memory,
or softened the rigors of many a patriot who finally yielded his

life on the common altar.

The bivouac of the night was on the ground occupied by
** Stonewall " Jackson's corps a few weeks before, from which

they had set out on the expedition against Harper's Ferry, and

this fact was an interesting one to the Massachusetts occupants.

At 7 o'clock next morning the march was resumed, across the

-•eautiful valley watered by the Catoctin creek and its tributa-

ries, in the midst of which nestled the neat village of Middle-

town, surrounded by vast corn-fields in which the ripened grain

ii:id been gathered in shocks. Notwithstanding the passage of

i'i many armed men, there were few evidences of wanton depre-

iation. General Lee hoping by a politic course in this respect to

•vin the inhabitants to his cause, and the Union troops, feeling

'hut they were in the presence of friends, respecting the citizens

M such.

Soon after leaving the Catoctin the towering sides of South

fountain wore approached, and Itofcro noon tlie regiment was

^anhiug the sliar]i ascent w]\icli liad witnessed on the 14th of

ue previous month so desperate a struggle and the loss of the

.v'Hunt Reno's life. As the mountain side was scaled the evi-
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dences of the battle were everywhere apparent, and to other

senses than those of sight. The forest trees were torn ami

scarred by artillery fire, large branches were cut away, and oc-

casionally a tree trunk, broken and splintered, lifted high ii:
j

the air its testimony to the severity of the cannonade. Througi-
|

the forest and over the fields bullet marks were visible on everv I

side, and the sadly suggestive debris of the battle-field freelv I

scattered about. The slain horses had been gathered in pile: 1

and partially burned, fclie fuel still smoldering in some place.^:

but this process had been so imperfectly carried out that a terrible i

stench filled the air for a great distance. ^, I

At noon the summit was reached, and there the regimen: '
j

halted till 5 o'clock. Both officers and men occupied much o' t

the time in. strolling over the historic ground in the vicinity. \

collecting such relics as came to hand, many of which wxre fur-
j

warded to friends at home as the first keepsakes from a receii: |

battle-field. Here, too, General Briggs finally parted compan;. j

with the Thirty-seventh, riding ahead with his staff to join lii=
j

new command. '
I

Resuming its march the regiment passed through the littl. I

village of Boonsboro, where much earnest Union sentiment w.!-
j

manifest, but where, as in most Maryland communities at ti::.' !

time, there was likewise a strong minority with exactly the u[ -

]

posite principles, which found so bitter expression between ti;. |

factions that the children of tender years took up the exultar.; •

refrain as the presence of the Gray or the Blue gave pretexr. j

" There now, Secesh, what do you think of Old Jackson cumhi;: \

back here again ?" piped one youthful voice, animated by tin
j

steady sweep of the passing column; and immediately a bri^-'^ J

war of words ruse on the dust-laden air, for '''Secesh,'" like l'~
\

corporate namesake, had no idea of acknoAvledging defeat shi-:'
j

of "the last ditch."
|

A mile beyond tlie village tlie bivouac for the night was nui':-
j

;ind named '•Camp Crohore," in cumiiliment to the surL'ei'!'- •

It was ill a line forest grove, untoiu-ht'd by the hand of ni:i;..

with great rocks distribut«'d here and tliure at some time av.::

Uwk in tjie unknown, among which the now ancient trees ba • 1
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irruwn, flourished and faded. Here one had fallen and was

elowly crumbling back to dust, while there the smoother trunk

lUid pliant limbs showed how as in human life one generation

gave way to another. A hundred camp-fires were soon blazing

cheerily, the ruddy light bringing out in majestic relief the nat-

ural beauties of the scene. "This is grand!" remarked more
:han one weary soldier as he lay beside his camp-fire and gazed

uj) into the leafy expanse till the visions of the present mingled

with those of scenes far away, and sleep wrapped officer and
jirivate alike in its mantle. Later in the night a gentle rain fell,

but those who awoke to find it beating in their faces merely drew

their rubber blankets a little closer and slept on.

The morning of Sunday, the 5th of October, dawned clear and

beautiful. The rain of the previous night had ceased, only that

now and then a passing breeze threw down a few drops from the

trees upon the busy host below. The fires were quickly crack-

ling in every direction, the coffee cups nestled about each cheery

blaze in wonderful number, and the simple breakfasts were soon

prepared and disposed of. Battalion line was then formed and
tlie men with uncovered heads listened reverently while Chap-
Iain Morse oll'ered prayer, and at the close all were invited to

j"iu in singing "Praise God from whom all blessings flow."

The spirit of the occasion seemed to impress each one—the Sab-

bath day, the scene, the approach to the Army of the Potomac,
••vith whose fortunes from that time the destinies of the regi-

iiiunt were to be blended; the nearness of the great battle-

-'round, on which so recently thousands of brave men had laid

'l'>vvn their lives; all these thoughts with others combined to

•nake the moment one never to be forgotten. Men who seldom

-»ng joined their voices, and as the rich chorals of ''Old Hun-
dred" rose from hundreds of earnest voices and thrilled through

•!'c mighty forest arches the spot seemed indeed a temple of

'raise. The rich sunlight poured a flood of gold upon the tree-

' •'. while occasionally a yellow ray glinted through between
if and b)-ancli and trunk to lighten a mossy rock or warm

- 1110 youthful soldier.

These appropriate Sabbath morning exercises over, the march
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was re.-umed, passing preseatly through Keedysvillc, whi-r.

every available building was still filled with the wounded fiui.';

the battle of the Antietam and with the sick who had beeii

temporarily placed there. At this point the regiment turned u,

the right, crossing Antietam creek on the bridge used by (Icn-

eral Hooker in reaching his position on the Confederate k-ft,

and passing near the battle-field proper. Chaplain Morse win..

riding m advance of the regiment, mistook the route and won:

by way of Sharpsburg and the Hagerstown pike, wrote thus of

his passage through the scene of conflict :

The appearance from the road was such that I had no desire to go int--

the field on either side to examine particularly. I could count dc:ii!

horses by the scores. There were graves and trenches almost innumeru-
ble in every direction. All the single graves appeared to -have a bo;iPi

at the head with a name written on it. Some of the trenches had nunui-
ous boards adjoining each other. Some graves looked rough and can •

lessly filled, and others appeared rounded with care. Some had a:.

inclosure around them of rails put together in the form of a cob-houv
There were fragments of broken wagons and gun carriages lying about

profusely. The fences that remained standing were completely perfora-

ted with bullets. The woods presented a strange appearance. Sum-
trees as large as my body were completely cut olf 20 feet high. Lini!<

were cut off and strewn upou the ground, and others were lop])ed ai. .

left hanging. The corn-field looked as if a large drove of cattle li''

foraged through it. All along the road for miles there were indication-

of a terrible carnage. ... If the appearance be such three wck-
after an engagement I almost shrink from the thought of beholding tl^

bodies of dead and dying men covering the ground and of witncssin-'

the terrible carnage of battle.

Marching leisurely a distance of some ten miles, the com-

mand observed indications of the presence of large bodies "•

troops. Through the trees glim])scs of tents could be seen. an.

curious-eyed knots of soldiers were assembled at intervals bos:':-

tlie road. Presently from the head of the column a stron:.'-

hearty cheer rang out, and traveled quickly from compauv '•

company, taken up liy many who only guessed the cause. "'Ji'-

the Tenth regiment I'' ran from tile to tile, and the cheers wi:

redoubled. The marcliing column liaUod and the two commaii''^

mingled. They were brothers, schoolmates, ffiends. The lii!.-

of Berkshire and the valley of the Connecticut were the houi--
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1

<( t'och. The older regiment had given some of its best material

••iH-:ird the formation of the new. Their fortunes were hencc-

firth to be identified: their banners to go side by side into the

^ipreme test of battle. Yet there was a marked contrast in the

\ wo bodies as they thus came into association. Exposure, dis-

-M.-o, the march and battle had wasted the Tenth to a remnant

.'f its original self; its banners and clothing gave unmistakable

'rstimony to the arduous service through which it had passed.

The Thirty-seventh, on the other hand, had full ranks, bright

ii.inuers, fresh uniforms; but the hearts which beat along the

ii 'Torent lines were filled with the same love of country, the

--iiae consecration to principle, the same devotion to "the old

tia;;" as the emblem of national unity.

Turning to the left from the road on which they had come,
th'' Thirty-seventh filed into a magnificent open grove of oak
»:iil walnut, in the midst of which their camp was made and
hristened *^ Camp Dodge," in behalf of the quartermaster.

The spot was one of the most charming that could be imagined.
Tiie trees had many of them grown to giant proportions, but
' he ground beneath them was covered with a soft carpet ef grass,

'juite unknown to Xew England forests, and overlooking this

*-«'neof beauty the tents of the "field and start"" were pitched
'ilwju a smooth, round eminence near by. The men were with-
it tents, but the weather was warm and delightful, and very

•i'isfactory shelters were speedily constructed from their rubber
'laiikets. Thus pleasantly began the life of the regiment as a
>.u.-tor of the Army of the Potomac.





CHAPTER V. sj

THE ADVANCE TO FALMOUTH.

THE EXPEDITIOi^ TO HAXCOCK AXD CHEllRY RUN.—INTO THE
|

LAXD OF SECESSIOX.—A CHAXGE OF COMMANDERS.—INCI- =

DEXTS BY THE WAY.—WHITE PLAINS AND " CAMP MISERY." I

The Army of the Potomac, at the time it was joined by the
|

Thirty-seventh regiment, was undergoing something of a recon- !

struction; or, it might be more accurate to say that the reorgan-
;

ization attempted Ijy General McClelhin, and which had been
j

partially accomplished with his army on the march in pursuit of
j

Lee, was not yet completed. Changes were continually occurring
|

in the make-up of brigades and divisions, especially in those corps
j

which had suffered most severely at Antietam. In some in- i

stances the reinforcements of new regiments were organized into

brigades by themselves, but more generally they were incorpor-

ated in those already formed and decimated in the field. Tlie

army was now coraposed^of three principal divisions, designated

as the right and left wings and the center, each under a com-

mander. The right wing under Major-Geiieral Burnside con-

sisted of the First Corps, Major-General Hooker, and the Ninth,

Brigadier-General 0. B. Willcox, Each of these corps com-

prised three divisions, those of the First commanded by

Brigadier-Generals A. Doubleday, James B. Picketts and Georgi'

G. Meade; those of the Ninth by Brigadiers W. W. Burns, S.

D. Sturgis and George W. (Jetty. The center, under Major-

General E. V. Sumner, consisted of his own Second Corps, its

divisions commanded by Brigadier W. S. Hancock. ^Majur-

General John Sedgwick ami Brigadier \\ . II. Froncli, and the

Twelfth Corps, Brigatlier-Genentl A. S. ^Villiam?, with its tw<>

divisions (live brigades) under iirigadiers S. W. Crawford and
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«;.-nr^o S. Greene. The left wing, under Major-General William

It. Fninklin, consisted of his own Sixth Corps and General Fitz

.I.thn Porter's Fifth Cori^s, the two divisions of the latter led by
!'.ri;:adicrs George AV. :\[orell and CJoorge Sykes. The Sixth
Tnrps proper at that time consisted of two divisions commanded
r.-,,poctively by Major-Gcnerals H. "\V. Slociim. and William F.

^fiiith, each of three brigades. Attached to the corps, and
ift.Tward consolidated with it. was ]Major-General Darius X.
Touch's division of the Fourth Corps, composed of the First

I'.rigade, General Charles Devens, Second, General A. P. Howe,
iii'i Third, General John Cochrane.

With General Devens's First Brigade the Thirty-seventh regi-

ment was to be henceforth identified, and its fellow-regiments
•.iTo found to be the Second Ehode Island, Colonel Frank
Wlieaton; Seventh Massachusetts, Colonel David A. Russell;

'IVnth Massachusetts, Colonel H. L. Eustis; and Thirty-sixth
New York, Colonel W. IT. Browne—a regiment enlisted for two
vt-ars. This brigade had already made a record highly credit-

able to both officers and men. The Second, the senior regiment,
! "tran its service on the bloody field of Bull Run, where it lost

i-'i'.re than a hundred men, among the killed being Colonel
'^locum and Major Ballou, and faithfully from that time onward
if ha<l responded to every call for service. The Seventh had
• :iriy given its first colonel, Darius X. Couch, to a broader field,

•'li'l the Tenth had yielded to higher claims its loved and gallant

<'"l<>nel Briggs, wlio so bravely led it in its first baptism of fire

•»' Fair Oaks. These otlieers in accepting promotions had left

'ii.'ir commands in able hands—Wheaton, Russell, BroAvne,
I"- isri.s and Edward?—what brigade could boast an abler list of

f'.,M mental commanders? And the men wliom they commanded
A'l-e worthy of such Icadersliip.

Six weeks of inactivity followed the exhausting contest on the
Anti.'ium, (ieneral Lee's army resting in the Shenandoah valley
'S"ur AVihchrster. The Fifth Corps h:id made an etTort direc^tly
-'-'" t!ie Confederate rctri'at to piir.-iie acn\>s the Potomac, but

recfpiiuu met with was so warm as to discourage tiie Federal
^-'jnijuander from a more vigorous movement. After a montli
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of recuperation, finding he was not likely to be disturbed, L.

,

ventured to send his daring cavalry leader. General J. E. l!.

Stuart, on one of his characteristic raids. The latter, crossing;

the river at the fords above Williamsport with something Ic--

than 2,000 men, daslicd across Maryland and penetrated Penn-
sylvania as far as Chanil)ersburg. Some 300 sick and wounded
Union soldiers in hospital there were captured and paroled, and
considerable public stores destroyed. Thence the slender colunni
swept swiftly around in the rear of ^[cClellan's army, and il-

crossed the Potomac into Virginia at White's Ford, below the
Monocacy, without the loss of a man. Stuart was closelv pur-
sued all the way by a body of Pleasonton's cavalry, but thouirh
the latter rode nearly 80 miles in 24 hours, they were unable \o
come up with the raiders.

This raid by Stuart, though not of great importance from a

national stand-point, proved of esjiecial interest to the Thirtv-
seventh, as one result thereof was their first experience in activr

campaigning. As early as the 10th of October, marching ordoij
were promulgated, and it Avas known that there was inten.^o

anxiety at "Washington and through the country that the armv
should move against the enemy while the weatlier and roads weri'

favorable. But nothing came of these orders, and on the lotii

they were repeated, followed the next day by considerable can-
nonading in the direction of Harper's Ferry, tu which the newer
troops listened with much interest. These orders having been
countermanded almost as soon as promulgated, the enlisted men,
especially, had come to look upon them as a part of the sclio< I

of the soldier, and were quite surprised when late in the after-

noon of the 18th the call came for an immediate departure. Ir

afterward appeared that at the first summons, on the lOtli.

Howe's brigade had nuirehed up the Potomac in the hope of in-

tercepting Stuart on his return, but that wily commander, as

already noted, had moved in quite a different direction. A'ow
a fresh alarm came from the same direction and the balance of

Couch's (livisicn was hurricil tliat way with all iMis:sibIe celLi-itv.

\\\[h w]i;itcver they chaii.od to have in tlic way of rations
au(.i luuilvL'ts the command hastily formed, and at 5 o'clock tlie
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iJKirch began. It was soon dark, but the column pressed reso-

lutely forward, tlirougliWilliamsport, across Conococheaguc Creek

!o Clear Spring, Avhich was veachcd after midnight, some 13 miles

from the starting point. The men, unused to such " forced

riuirehes," were sadly exhausted before the bivouac was reached,

hut the novelty of the event gave them inspiration, and the

ngimental i>ride, which was in numy a trying place to bring

tlicm credit and renown, was already i)leasantly manifest. Scarcely

a straggler fell from the ranks, in pleasing contrast to the cxperi-

» ncc of some, if not most, of the older regiments in the column.

A laughable incident occurred near the close of the night's

jaunt. The regiment was plodding wearily along its way, unable

to see through the darkness what was before it, when suddenly

tiicrc came a swashing, rustUng, indefinable sound from a point

just in advance, and extending some distance away. At once

the suggestion was offered that the leading regiments were ford-

ing the Potomac, and apparently the sound was recognized as

fuming from the splashing of shallow water through which men
and horses were passing. There were no signs of a halt to pre-

pare for the crossing, and immediately the roadside was lined

witli soldiers stripping off their shoes and stockings and rolling

iip their i)ants. Meantime the rustling became each moment
nearer and louder as the cohimn advanced, wliat appeared to be

th(.' smooth, shining surface of the stream could be dimly seen,

;nul the officers were already riding into—not the Potomac, but

an immense corn-field, in which the bivouac was to be made I

The troops in advance, on halting, had begun to pull down the

;,Tfat shocks of harvested corn to serve them for bedding, caus-

ii'.g the sound which had been so ludicrously misinterpreted.

•Va tlio bare-footed stragglers came tenderly picking their way
and looking ior the '^ ford,'' they learned the truth at the cost

of many a hc^ity Jest.

ilurning found the command lame and weary, and not in the

fn!st of humor, for the night had l)ccn quite too chilly for com-

"!"t. A li isty 1)reakfasl of liard bread was swallowed, and at an

•irly hour the nuircli was resumed. Some two miles l)eyond

' h ar Spring was Fair View Inn, a humble hostelry beside the
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highway, and ''fair" indeed was the view which opened before

the gaze of tlie delighted soldiers, as tliey ]iansed for a moment
to feast upon its beauties. The stand-jwint was the summit of

North Mountain range, which there breaks and slopes on either

shore toward the Potomac. The river was but a few miles awuv,

and it seemed even nearer in constrast with tlie magnificent ex-

panse of the Shenandoah valley, which stretched far to the

southward, raountain-))ound on every side. A continuation of

the range uj)on wliich he stood, but seeming to the beliokler an

independent conformation. Little Xorth Mountain swept awav

toward the southwest, boldest and clearest defined of all the

wide panorama, because the nearest. Far in the dim blue to the

southAvard Massannutten Mountain bounded the view, while to

the left the far-reaching Blue Eidge, softened by the distance,

stood in everlasting grandeur. Wliat a magnificent prospect I

what historic ground was embraced in that outlook! Witli manv
an exclamation of ai)preciation, the sturdy Xew Englanders

feasted their eyes upon the scene, and forgot for a time their

weariness.

Some 20 miles still remained between the division and its

destination, and it was not till al)Out sunset that the wearv force

halted near Hancock village. A picket line Avas established

along the river. betAvecn it and the canal, to which tmpleasanr

position Company F was assigned. An uncomfortable night

followed, as a cold wind swept down the river, chilling the men
to the bone, whether on oittpost, crowded around the insufhciuut

fires, or wrapped in tlioir blankets to sleep. The day following.

October 21, was eventless till midnight, wlien orders were re-

ceived to change the location of the brigade to C'lierrv Kun
Ford, some ten miles down the Potomac. Colonel Edwards at

once issued the necessary directions for the moving of his com-

mand, and by the time Company E, which had relieved F on

the picket line, could hurry into camp the column was fornu-J

:\vA at once moved aAvny.

Steadily through thi- night the brigade [ilodded alon^;, and at

daybreak met its supiuy trains—a very wclconic nieetinir, since

the rations taken from Downsville were wholly exhausted, and





SOME DAYS NEAll CTIEJIRY KUN. 8*?

not a few had gone snpperlcss to sleep the previous evening.

With the wagons had also come a mail, and in the shelter of a

noble forest the men gathered about the cheerful camp-fires to

fiijoy the warmth, prepare a hearty meal and read over and

i.vor the news and words of cheer from friends and home.

From this point it was only some half a mile to the river, in

the vicinity of which the brigade went into temporary camp.

Across the Potomac were commanding hights from which an

a;:gressivc enemy might have made the position very uncomfort-

able, and there were unquestionably fears among both otlicers

and men that the first night Avouhl he broken by the rude bowl-

ing of solid shot or shell; but nothing of the kind occurred,

and a cavalry force, supported by the Second lihode Island, was

j'lished across to look for signs of the foe.

Early on the morning of the 23d the regiment was roused

with the announcement of marching orders, and at sunrise the

road was taken. Less than a mile had been made whcji the

brigade halted in the forest, and after Avaiting there till well

into the afternoon returned to the camp just vacated. One or

two sad incidents which occurreil about this time deeply touched

tiif members of the Thirty-seventh, for they had not yet become

familiar with death in its more appalling forms. On the way to

Cherry Run, at the foot of a sharp hill they passed the remains

«'i a l)roken wagon, with a dead man lying beside the ruins. In

'be darkness the wagon had left the road and rolled down the

••t<'ep l)ank, carrying down and killing a sick soldier who was

riding in it, and it was no discredit to the soldierly qualities of

ihe men that in looking upon the spectacle they gave utterance

t-' many a word of sorrow for his sad fate. But the interest in

•bis event w^as not so close as in the death of a member of the

*r.-nth regiment during the halt beside the highway on that :^*3d

"f October. He had but just returned to duty after an illness,

'oniplainod of exhaustion when the halt was made, and died in

I fcu' minutes!, to be buried in that loiio spot with the last

'"-y-inv^ of liis comrades in arms.

Koiii- days nu)ro were passed at Cherry Eiin, and they were

duy.s of discomfort, a cold rain-storm setting in and continuing
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most of the time. The officers were far from comfortably pro-

vided for, while the men were without tents, and not a few

without woolen hlunkels, though nearly all had rubber blanket.-,

and these were forced to do duty as tents, for outside protectidn

for those on guard, and in many another way. Of course a siuLrlc

rubber was wholly inadeqiuite to so many uses at tlic same tinit.

and as a consequence every man was soaked early in the storm.

But with an occasional exception the spirits of the soldier.^

seemed to rise in proportion us the external circumstances weiv

disheartening; the unpleasant situation was cheerfully accepted,

exhibitions of selfishness were rare, and everywhere was mani-
fested the utmost consideration for the welfare of the ill and
the less robust.

On Monday morning, the2ith, definite orders came to march,
and night found the command at AVilliamsport. where it bivou-

acked. The storm had Just ceased, the ground was still soaked,

and everything about the soldiers wet, heavy to carry upon the

march and uncomfortable. But in knots of from one to four.

according to circumstances, the weary men spread their rubbers
upon the damp earth, drew the wet woolen blankets over them,
and slept soundly, despite the sharp cold which followed the storm.
In the morning many of the damp blankets were so stiffly frozen
that they could be lifted by a corner, but blazing fires were ?of»i

aglow in every direction, before which they were thawed and
dried and everything put in the best possible condition for the

continuance of the march.

Xo movement was made during the 28th, however, thouirli

there was a bustle of preparation going on throughout tin-

Sixth Corps, the removal of all the sick to permanent ho.=;pital.s

having been ordered, with other measures indicating an impor-
tant movement. In fact. General McClellan had alreadv beiani

his long-expected crossing into Virginia, the advance of tiie

army having passed over the ponton bridges at Berlin on tlu"

2Gth. On the afternoon of the 20th the brigade returned t'»

the old camp at Downsville, and the ensuing forenoon was de-

voted to a rhorongh inspection, followed by fresh marchin,L;

orders for the next day.

I
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Verv early in the morning of the 31st the regiment stood in

"•:h! beside the road waiting to take its place in the long column

which moved past in ceaseless procession, and finally the word

•.vas spoken that bade farewell to the pleasant camp and its sur-

r,)un<lings. The line of march led back along the route fol-

I..n-ed by the Thirty-seventh in going to Downsville, across

!!i.,' Antietam and through Keodysville, turning thence more

:..\vard the south and reaching the end of the day's Journey near

iinlirersville. But no stop Avas to be made there, and before the

coming of light next morning the camp was astir. The scene

was an impressive one to all who looked upon it in the darkness

...f that fading night. Here and there the ruddy gleam of a

.amp-fire could be seen, and every moment the number in-

.rcased. One after another was added as the awakening soldiers

It.gan to stir, and then more rapidly they Hashed up adown the

valley, along the slopes of the hills and far up to the summit,

whore they seemed to mingle with the fading stars. Here a

!>right llame would shoot up clear and radiant like a beacon

liirht, revealing the merry group l^cside to the casual gaze of

those far away; close by a heavy, uncertain column of smoke

w.iuld indicate the unsuccessful elforts of some less fortunate

-'iuad, forced by circumstances to use inferior fuel, or per-

••hance wanting in the experience and tact necessary to win the

Wit results. Finally the light of day came in its full splendor,

the eamp-light faded, the pillars of smoke died away; from

5'ohind the hills, out of forest recesses, almost from the bosom

"f the earth, it seemed, came the long columns of men in blue,

moving steadily away to tlie southward till lost among the hills

.»ud swells of the South Mountain range.

The journey of that day was very wearying, as the route led

<t\..T hills and mountains, not in gradual ascent but with much
• limbing and descending, and all concerned were heartily glad

'•• ri-aoh the shoreof the I'otomac near the village of Berlin a little

'.ft-r noon, with the prospect of a few days' rest and a supply of

\( l)ihing which the increasing severity of the weatiicr and tlic

'" ir and tear of the march had made necessary.

The regiment encamped somewhat below ikrlin, on low
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ground between the railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio canal,

and there the following day, Sunday, Xovember 2, was passed.

It was a day of thoughtful rest. Far of! over the Virginia liill.

could be heard the constant booming of cannon; troops were

continually moving; the head-quarters of the commander-in-

chief were in the little village just above; the massive stone

piers of what had been a great bridge ro.se in desolate blackness

at intervals across the river, all showing the grim presence of

dread war in a manner to impress the "Massachusetts soldiery to

whom, generally speaking, these sights were ncAV and interest-

ing. Everywhere the pen was busy, otlicers and men alike em-

bracing what might be the last opportunity for a long time to

respond to the missives which had just come to hand; for that

great bond of union between home and camp, the mail,, followeil

the army wherever it went—on the march or into the battle.

The 3d of Xovember was a memorable one to the Thirty-

seventh. From early in the morning a ceaseless procession had

been moving across the long ponton bridge, but it was not till

about noon that Colonel Edwards led his command into its jilacc

in the column and across the hi.storic river on to the "sacred

soil." Anticipation and a mild excitement filled every frame

with an unwonted thrill. The impatient demands for a forward

movement of the army were answered at last, and every devcloii-

ment was folio wctl by the keen-eyed men of Xew England with

the utmost interest. The ponton bridge itself came in for no

little share of admiration—the heavy boats anchored upon tin

l)osom of the river, supporting the timbers upon which tiit.-

planks were laid and firmly held in idaee by binders across iIk-

eiuLs—the whole so simple and meeting the requirements so jxr-

fectly. Then as they gained some commanding bight, what a

view it was to look back and behold the long lines still moviiig

toward the river, while on the other iiand they stretched awa>

farther than the eye could reach, one unbroken thread of blue

winding thron2;ii the hnnvn atul gold of the landscape, the after-

noon sun glancing back from tens of thousands of shinini:

muskets and polished ])reast[)late3. It was indeed a sight to lili

the patriotic heart with pride and hope. It could not be that
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snch a magnificent army could be marching but to victory I

Alas, the subordinate know but little how much jealousy and

incompetence in high places were doing to make of that mag-

nificent army a weakling I

It was at once evident that the country through which the

army marched was not pervaded by love for the old Union. In

Maryland the people met with had been mostly friendly to the

.-oldiers, and were glad to show them little favors as opportitnity

presented. That disposition was no longer manifest, but every-

wliere secession was freely talked and defended; the able-bodied

men were almost without exception absent with the Confederate

armies, or at home recovering from sickness or Avounds resulting

from their service in such armies; any ap2)lication for food was

curtly dismissed; and in not a few cases the buckets were taken

from the wells and hidden, that the Union soldiers might not

obtain water as they passed. From only a single class was there

ever kindness and frankness—the numerous blacks, of all ages

and both sexes, who swarmed about the more well-to-do places,

were ever ready to aid the soldiers, and to convey such limited

knowledge as they might possess. And the passing Yankees, to

wliom the institution of slavery and its belongings was a new

spectacle, were never weary of listening to the droll fancies and

rude conceptions of the colored people whom they encountered.

" Where is your master?'* was asked of one aged man whose life

had been worn out in unpaid servitude. "He is in de Southern

army, sah." "'Do you suppose he would like to have you talk-

ing with the Northern soldiers?" " No, sah, I don't think he

Would like dati" ** Perhaps he may whip you when he learns of

it." The bent form straightened wiLhthe assertion of a manhood
iliat felt tlie day of its redemption at hand. '• No, sah; he ncber

did that, and he don't dare try it nvw.'" Not always was the

purport of a question framed from a New Ungland stand-jjoint

•-•'inprL'hended by tiie dusky chattel of a dillcrent civilization.

" \\'li:!t town is this?" Mskcd a file-cdosor, for the twentieth tinu',

"11 a I'.ng niareh. as a group oi slaves ap[)eared at the roadside.

* Di-i?" was the response, with a lu^d toward the greiit '• master's

huuse," staudintj a few rods back; " dis is no foic/t, dis is a
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private house I" The honest fellow had no kuowled.cre of tin-

Massaclmsetts institution which forms the unit of local govern-

ment and gives its name to the foundation-stone of democracv.

the town-meeting, but supposed the mansion to be mistaken for

some characteristic Virginia •''city.''

On the afternoon of that 3d of Xovember, a march of some 1.';

miles was made after crossing the river, and the following day

15 miles were added;, bringing the command to the vicinity of

Union—a name decidedly out of keeping M'ith the si)irit mani-
fested by the few inhabitants that were to be seen. The weather,

which had been cool and comfortable, now became sharp anil

threatening, and though only about five miles were covered on

the 5th, the soldiers were glad to reach their stopping-place.

Nor were they sorry to leave it on the following morning, fur

the bivouac had been made on a hill where the chilling wind
swept with penetrating force, and even tolerable comfort was

out of the question. But this was only the beginning of discom-

fort. The march of the Gth covered some 18 miles, to White
Plains, and was very trying, the cold wind Ix'ing so keen that in

crossing the hills the men could scarcely hold their guns in their

benumbed hands.

Camp was reached just before dusk, and bright fires were built,

but there remained one serious want. The sup})lv of rations

had given out, and the disheartening word came from tliu

rear that the wagons were impeded l)y the bad condition of the

roads, and could not come up for a day or uvo. What were men
to do with a mild form of starvation staring them in the face!'

They were not in a friendly country wliere appeal could l)e ma<lf

to the inhaliitnnts for In^lp—of that fat-t they had had manv :i

forcible remijuler. Their logic v/a.s shar]) and decisive: sci-f^-

sioni^ts were not entitled to protection in property while Union
soldiers suH'ered with hunger, ami they would help tliemselves.

Very early in the evening, there was a general strolling out l»v

thi' men from tlie innnfMliate .scene of (he bivou;(e, and shoitlv

thereafter smells of .suspic-ious .-a\orines.< began U> ]>ermeate the

air. It transpii'eil later that a large Hock of .-iieep had been dis-

covered ill a i)a.slure near the camp, and when the naturally
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iiuenscd owner went out the following morning to inspect his

licnl, he found some 300 pelts and fragments of carcasses await-

ing collection.

Of course, this wholesale foraging mot with official disapproval

i^ soon as it was known, but before guards could be posted and

in control of the situation, there were few hungry men in the

l-rigade. This incident was the more noteworthy, as it was

i'rohably the only occasion in his experience as a regimental

.-.iininander when Colonel Edwards allowed himself an official

j'it, but on this occasion an order for regimental inspection the

f"il()\ving day was accompanied with the request that the mus-

k.ts should be "vreW greased with mutton tallow!" But the 7th

witnessed a severe snow-storm, following the rain of the previous

t vcning, and the proposed inspection did not take place. Great

iiscomfort was suffered as a result of the storm. Several inches

' f snow had fallen, but no sooner was it on the ground than the

t'-inpcrature rose and it began to melt. During the Stli it quite

'1; ^appeared, .leaving a sea of mud, through which the unfortu-

•viUi men floundered, and in the midst of which they existed as

•Hit they could.

On the morning of the 9th, the regiment was again on the

I r..,id—still without rations—and during the day marched as far

>- Now Baltimore, where at last the wagon trains were found

.:i'l food supplied. This journey, though not long, was very

'•lious and difficult. The roads were in execrable condition

'rorn the recent storm, and the men in poor condition from

• ^i'-ir exposure and want of food. But there was a feeling that

•'i-ir condition could not well be worse than it had been at

White Plains, and they made the best of their wa-y through the

••••ul and over the difficult roads. Those who were unable to

'•^ '-p in the ranks found assistance from their comrades, and

•'iiy an officer lent a hand to the help of some member of his

'•amand. On all such marches. Chaplain Morse gave the best

--ibU' (.•xpo.sitiou of tliu spirit of tlie Master by his compassion

lu' suffi'ring. Nothing was more common than to see him
'-iking beside his faithful horse "Billy." carrying a gun or

^'o, while the saddle was piled witli the blanket bundles of-men

ft
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who were in need of help. In extreme cases, the soldier himself

would be assisted to mount, but usually the lightening of tin.

load would enable the man to recover his place in the ranks aii<l

finish the march with his fellows.

The encampment of the Thirty-seventh at Xew Baltimore \v;i-

on a hillside some four or five miles northwest of "Warreuton.

beside the turnpike leading from the latter place by the way of t
Gainesville, Centerville inid Fairfax Court House to Alexandri::. s

Northward rose the Bull Run Mountains, with no break til!

Thoroughfare Gap was reached; but toward the other points of

the compass the view was far-reaching, embracing many popu-

lous camps, with columns of soldiers and trains of all kind- |j

constantly passing by day, and the whole vast area lighted ny Ij

with hundreds of fires at night. At the foot of the slope flowcl

an unnamed creek, which presently joined a twin stream from

the Gap a])Ove, and ' then made its tortuous way to Occaquaii

Creek, which it joined near Brentville, passing Bristoe Statiuu

on its way. The position was admirably adapted to a tempo-

rary camp, and under the intluence of good rations and rest the

morale of the troops rapidly improved.

In the mean time, an event of groat importance to the ontin

army had transpired. On the night of X<)veml)er 7, while Gvv,- ^1

oral McClellan was sitting in his tent at Kectortown in the rm:
|J

of the storm-bound Sixtli Corps at White Plains, a messenir'T
||

from Washington entered and handed him General Orders, Nk-
|^|

182, which read as follows :

—

M
War Depautment, Ad.jutant-Genekai.'s Office, ) II

WAsniX(;TON, Xovoml^er 5, 1802. ) ^
By direction of the President of the United States, it is ordered tlii'^ ^^

Major-General M(-Clellan be relieved from the command of the Army •

fhe Potomac-, and that Major-General Euriiside take the command •

'

tliat army.

By order of the Secretary of War.
E. D. TOWNSKND,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

It is not within the scope of this record, which aims sinip-.'

to tell the story of a single regiment, to criticise men '>'

|,j

measures, The President, long dissatisfied with the. slowness "'
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McClellan's movements, had at last decided upon liis removal.

The history of the army was almost identical with the history of

the deposed commander. Under his direction it had grown

into existence, and under his command it had met the foe on a

dozen bloody fields. That his was a great and just pride in the

creation of his organizing genius, was entirely natural, and in a

wonderful degree he had won the enthusiastic admiration of the

men of his- command—a degree which no subsequent com-

mander ever approached. With a reorganized army, inspirited

by the success at Antietam, stronger in spirit and in military

experience than ever before, and already moving against the foe

with a definite plan of campaign, the transfer of the command

to another at that time was a serious blow both to the young

commander and the men who loved him. ilany an indignant

discussion and denunciation might have been heard in the vari-

ous camps when the fact became generally known. '* The army

will never fight so well under any other commander as it has

under him," said many men of sound judgment; but the mis-

take of all such predictions was convincingly shown within a

few weeks at Fredericksburg, where the intrepid bravery of the

Army of the Potomac, under its new commaiulcr, fighting a

iialtle almost hopeless from the first, won the admiration even

i»f those fought against.

To General Burnside the order was far from welcome. His

success in Xorth Carolina had given him great popularity through

the country, and made him many friends in military circles.

Twice before had tlie command of the army been olfcred him

and declined, his own feeling, which he did not hesitate freely

t<. express, being that he was incapable of the proper handling

i)f so great a force.

T'iic Confederate army at tins time was considerably divided,

about half of it having been sent forward to Culjieper. to check

McClellan's advance, while tlie remainder was still held on the

wc^^t side of the Blue IJidge, in a scaturod coiiditiou. The jdan

"f tlie retiring general had lieon to move sluirjdy fn>m Warren-

t'>n to the southwest, interpose between the divided wings of the

Southorn army and attempt their <iefcat in detail This plan
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General Burnside did not choose to follow out, but decided to

move by way of Fredericksburg in the direction of Richmond,
though his plan seems never to have been defined farther than
to seize the hights beyond Fredericksburg—a change of purposo
to which the authorities at Washington assented.

On Monday, November 10, McClellan took formal leave of his

late command. Eiding slowly with bai-cd head past the Ion-
lines, he received an ovation of which any commander might
well carry proud memories through all his remaining life. Ho
was accompanied by liis successor, whom many saw for the first

time, and when the procession had passed the soldiers returned
to their camps, as true in their loyalty to the new as they ha.l

been to the old, even if less enthusiastic.

The week of rest which followed the arrival at N"ew Baltimore,
whatever the effect on the military fortunes of the army mav
have been, was very grateful to the weary soldiers. They wen-
now well supplied with rations, the sanitary conditions wen
good, and health and spirits rapidly imju-oved. On the march ;it

all times, and often in the more temporary camps, each man wa-
his own cook. Eeceiving his rations of hard bread, raw mi:r
and tea or coffee and sugar, with such variable minor articles ;..-

were furnished, he cooked and ate at such times and in sia-

manner as his fancy and ap]>etite prompted His *' kit '' was w-
an extensive one. In addition to the canteen and haversack, f

'

holding water and solid food, respectively, each man liad gener-

ally a tin cup holding about a quart, a plate of the sanv

material, a knife, fork and spoon—the three latter in some m-
stances combining into a single article adapted to tlie pocket.

Here and there a mess were the joint owners of a fryin'^'-pa:;.

which they took turns in carrying upon short marches, l''-^

when the journey became tedious it was usually cast aside, to i't

replaced by purchase or some happy find in the future. Usual:.'

the oflice of the frying-jian was delegated to the tin plate, t

which a split stick had boon atlixod i)y way of handle, and mai.

and laughablf were the mishaps wiiich resulted from the bur:,

ing away of the im])rovised htmdle, a momentary inattention. ^•

the want uf skill iu fitting. The frying accomplished and ti'-'

%:i
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handle removed, the pliite returned to its normal duties, and not

infrequently many an undreamed of use fell to ita share. The

cup, in addition to its legitimate functions, served for the boil-

ing of coffee, potatoes, beans or meat, for heating water, and, in

<'u.se of necessity, for an intrenching tool. In fact, it was won-

derful to how many uses and how etficiently these two articles

could be applied.

It was fascinating to watch the preparation of a hasty meal

wlien bivouac was reached at the close of a march, or when a

h.ilt was made for the purpose. Xaturally the men were divided

into squads of two to five—usually four—who tented together,

and in other ways felt a community of interests. Xo sooner

were the ranks broken than a scramble ensued for fuel. If hap-

pily a '•' Virginia rail fence" could be espied, how rapidly it

disappeared, and how quickly the bright blaze shot into the air

from myriad points. Unless the canteens had been filled at

some spring or creek on the way, in anticipation, a part of the

N(uad bounded off in search of water, while the remainder pre-

pared the fire. By the time the first clear jet of flame leaped

into view it was hidden beneath a cluster of cups; some with

a bit of wire serving for a buil were suspended from sticks, oth-

ers placed in some convenient position on the blazing wood and

clo.-«ely watched, while if the facilities were limited, and many
"bliged to utilize the same fire, still others might be sui)ported

. ;

by the fingers in a manner to be '•' warming,'' till there should
j

Ito opportunity to secure more favorable quarters. As the coffee
j

l'«)ilcd and was withdrawn, it would be replaced by meat broiling i

on the end of a sharpened stick, or frying on a swaying plate, to i

bo followed by whatever variety of cookery the culinary skill,
j

the fancy or the resources of the soldier might decide; and truer !

/est never flavored the repast of epicure than seasoned many of ';

those simple meals eaten beside the dying embers of the disused \

' uup-fire.

The routine of camp life gave promise of becoming monoto-
[

';"iis, :uid on Saturday, Xovember 15, drill was resumed by the

Uiirty-scvonth, only to be followed the same evening by march-
'lig orders for the morruw. In accordance with the programme,
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camp was broken next morning, and three days of continuous

tramping followed, of the most wearisome sort. The route lay
|

through one of the most desolate portions of Virginia. The in- I

habitants were few and, as a rule, wretchedly poor and ignorant. i

The roads, or it were more proper to say the ways, were barely i

tracks through brush and trees, uarrow, muddy and difficult.
|

especially when torn to pieces l)y the passage of wagons and 1

artillery. Again there was a scarcity of food, and this time it is I

but just to say that the severest want was felt by some of tlic
j

othcers. Accustomed to depend largely upon the inhabitants 1

for their supplies, and in that way faring almost sumptuously
while in a loyal region, it proved quite different now that the

boundary had been crossed. The few people to be met with had
very little to sjiare, and what they had was zealously conserved.

Their blind devotion to the Confederacy would not allow them
to feed its enemies, if it could be avoided, and as for the worth-

less greenbacks issued by the Lincoln administration, they

would not think of receiving them for anything. Coin or Con-

federate scrip only was acceptable, and it is to be feared that

some of the latter which changed hands in this way saw its

origin no farther south than Philadelphia or Xew York, though
in the end it proved just as valuable as the issues made at

Richmond.

Xo feature was more noticeable to the Xew England men than

the entire absence of school-houses in the region throuirh which
they were marching. At home no by-ways c(»uld have been
found so obscure that they would not have passed everv few
miles structures devoted to the free education of everv child resi-

dent in the community. Here nothing of the sort was to be seen

in hundreds of miles of travel, and the al)sence did not go unre-

marked. It was easier to realize now how the common people

of the South had been swayed by the will of a few recklcs:

demagogues. Xaturally chivalrous and patriotic, these people
had lived in a narrow world, and knew little of the great national

government of which they had formed a part. With common
schools and general information among the mass of the Southern
people, the slave-holders' rebellion would have been an impos-
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Ml.ility. Thank God! out from the ruins of tliat wicked struc-

ture the enduring twin temples of universal freedom and

universal education have now arisen I

On the 18th of Novemher, after a wearying march as " wagon

jtiard," tlie Thirty-seventh reached temporary camp near Staf-

fnr.l Court House, and on the following day, clianging location

viiuewhat, they proceeded to make themselves as comfortable as

jrtWiiihle till further orders. The degree of comfort attained was

M*.t great. The weather had now^ hccome disagreeable, with

fr.'<juent rain and cold, the location of the encami)mcnt was in a

low- region illy adapted for the purpose, and the only tents for the

oiilisted men Avere, as previously, such as they could construct

from their rubber blankets. '' I hope you uns don't have to

rtnp here this winter," said a native with a showing of humanity,

;w time passed and there were no indications of a further move-

ment of the army. '' I have often seen this whole region where

your camp is flowed over and frozen into one sheet of ice—it is a

very had fdace for a camp." But Thanksgiving came and

passed, and the same ground was occupied.

The great New England holiday was not allowed to go hy

'.vithout observance, and as it was the first occasion of the kind

in tlie history of the regiment, it had an unusual interest. By

-•trenuous exertions many of the boxes of home comforts sent for

iiio purpose by friends of the soldiers reached camp, accompanied

'•y ^[r. William Birnie of Springfield, and at 10 o'clock the

'•sjiocial exercises began. The comnumd formeil into a hollow

^'piare, inclosing the field and statf officers mounted, who dis-

niuunted and all uncovered while the chaplain offered prayer,

'olonel Edwards then read the Thanksgiving proclamation of

<;«n-ernor Andrew, after which a detail from each company

>«u})erintended the distributi(Mi of the boxes, from the contents

"f which the fortunate recipients prepared a dinner appropriate

to the anniversary; the only drawback to the general enjoyment

'^'ing the realization, as attested by here and there sad faces.

•!>;a all had not received the kindly bounty, and even while the

vlfasaiit exercises were taking place, a detail were engaged in

'iio construction of a more roomy regimental hospital to accom-
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modate the increasing number of victims who came under tlio

care of the medical staff. As though to round out the features

of the day, the long-delayed knapsacks which the men h:i<]

parted with on leaving Washington two months before wore,

through the efforts of Quartermaster Dodge, received and distri-

buted, and the supplies of extra clothing and comforts which
they contained proved very acceptaljle at that time. Two duy.s

later the pleasing intelligence went forth that the paymaster had

arrived, and no detail ever went to its work more cheerfully

than those who were allotted to prepare a tent for his use. On
Sunday, the last day of N^ovember, the first payment of tlie regi-

ment in the field was made, and the money then reoeive<!

enabled many of the men to procure gloves and other articles

much needed for comfort during the cold weather and dis-

agreeable storms that had become prevalent. Yet, in most

instances, a large percentage of the amount received was scut

home to assist the dependent ones there, if arrangements had

not previously been made assigning a part of the soldier's pay to

be deducted and appropriated for this purpose direct. In yet

other cases the funds received formed a capital for speculaLivo

ptirposes, and not a few enterprising individuals might have

been seen stealing far out into the country in search of anything

which could be made merchandise of and sold to their associatoi

at a profit. Doubtless every regiment had such enterprisinu'

members, and the make-shifts to which they resorted, and the

often ludicrous termination of apparently promising venture?,

will be recalled by every one;—such as one unfortunate specu-

lator from the Thirty-seventh experienced when, after pursuing:

a bovine for several miles in the expectation of obtainino- a sup-

ply of milk, he discovered at last that the animal was of tlic

wrong gender, and returned to the marching column to endun.

the endless chatfiug of his coini*ades.

At length, as the army finally moved into position alonf' tlic

Rappahannock, the Sixth Corps was ordered to take position on

the extreme left and front, and on the 4th of December, alter

the men had received a fresh supply of clothing, tlic cominaui
marched leisurely to Belle Plain, where a halt was made fur
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the night. At an early hour next morning the movement was

ri'sumod, the column proceeding slowly and halting before noon,

uith every indication of a permanent stop. The threatening

l<>ok of the morning had already changed to a cold, drizzling

rain, and the men hastened to put up their customary blanket

tents and prepare dinner. The location was in a pleasant wood,

in favorable contrast with the disagreeable camp at Stalford, and

many an exclamation of satisfaction was indulged. But the en-

joyment was short-lived. By some mistake a wrong position

had been reached, and the command to " Pack up and fall in I"

destroyed in a moment the pleasant bivouac. It was obeyed,

and the column crept slowly forth through the chilling storm

and the resultant mud, moving a little distance and then halt-

ing, so that the march of a mile occupied not less than two hours.

Finally, the regiment paused at the foot of a considerable hill,

covered with a growth of small pines, so dense that it was neces--

s.iry for the pioneers to cut a way by which the column could

outer the thicket. Crovfdlng and climbing for a short distance I

through the dripping, uninviting tangle, up the rocky, slippery
|

lull-side, the command halted and the men were invited to make
j

themselves comfortable I A more cheerless bivouac it would be •

iiard to imagine. The rain had now changed to snow, which

loaded the tree-tops and dripped dismally upon everything
j

below. The ground was like a soaked sponge, and not a splinter !

of wood was to be had save from the standing green pines. The
iucn were wet through long before, and chilled to the marrow;

j

while the officers were even more uncomfortable, as the wagons
|

'•ontaining their tents were somewhere in the rear and did not
j

'-rviyQ till long after dark, so that they were forced to stand
j

about such iires as could be maintained with the heavy storm
j

b'-ating upon them. With plenty of fuel the situation might
|

have been nuide in some sort tolerable; but the only supply was
'o be obtained by felling one of the larger of the small pine

trees, cutting out a portion of the heart, and in the most shel-

'.ro'l nook to be found seeking to coax it into llame. As only

v'o or three dull axes to a company could be obtaiueil, suppL-
'Ucnied with an occasional light hatchet, the procuring of auy-

r THE
1
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thing like un adequiite su])ply was out of the question. Fortunate

indeed were the squad who couhl develop combustion enough to

boil a few cups of coffee, for tiie most strenuous efforts could do j ^

no more. All through tlie night the storm continued, and dismal / 1

enougli were the long hours, with sleep, in most cases, out of I t

the question, and the constant storm wrapping everything in its .: ]

disheartening chill. Men who up to that moment would never l
|

have confessed to a thouglit of homesickness, could not quite »
I

repress their feelings as the niglit wore away, while the more '

J

impulsive were loud and emphatic in their cx})ressions of disgust. '

]

To add to the general gloom, intelligence was received that a \

member of Company K, J. Elliot Bliss of Longmeadow, who
had tteen obliged to fall from the ranks during the march of the

morning, had been found later in the day hy the wayside fatallv

wounded and robljed by some unknown assassin.

The following day proved cold and stormy, and-as the location

occupied by the Thirty-seventh could by no possibility be made
endurable, they nxoved a few rods, over rocks and fallen trees, to

a somewhat more favorable position on the summit of the hill.

where in the midst of the snow which had fallen to a dej^th of

some inches the ollicers' tents were pitched and the men impro-

vised such shelters as they could from their blankets. Whatever

the official name bestowed upon that encampment, it will live in

the memory of all who suffered its discomforts as *' Camp
Misery on Smoky Hill." The large fires necessary to be made
from the green })ine wood filled the atmosphere with an acrid

smoke terribly irritating to the eyes and lungs of the men, and

a gi'eat many were obliged to sit in their a})ologies for tents with

handkerchiefs wrapped about their heads, utterly unable to bear

the light of day. In a day or two more the weather moderated

somewhat, the snow disappeared, a limited supj»ly of hard wood

was found at a considerable distance from camp, which the meii

were only too glad to bring in on their shoulders, and when on

the 0th of IXeember marching orders were received for the fol-

lowing morning—lo be countermanded hiter and repeated for

the 11th—tlu'V found the command (jnce more in tolerabK"

physical condition.
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With such experiences it scarcely needs be said thut the health

of the regiment suffered severely. The report of Octolier

•jjiowcd hut 15 men in hospital—that for Novemher gave 43,

while those who remained in their quarters or under medical

treatment outside the hospital had increased in even larger pro-

|t(»rtion. In many cases no doubt greater pains in the enforce-

ment of sanitary measures might have prevented illness and

SHved valuable lives; but at the same time it must he reniem-

horcd how new and strange to the participants Avas cam}) life,

and under how many disadvantages the regiment had been

placed in its experiences thus far—disadvantages which it had

shared in common with others and Avhich were no fault of its

oflieers or those in immediate command. On the day of the

opening of the battle at Fredericksburg, December 11, the

'loaths from disease had reached eight, of which five were from

typhoid fever, with one each from brain fever, diphtheria and

congestion of the liver. Thus early and sadly was the truth

being demonstrated that disease was more to 1)e feared than the

l)ullets of the enemy.

Already a few changes had taken place in the roster of oflficers.

rai»t:iin Hurlburt of Company C resigned October 1-t, and
<lating from the following day Second Lieutenant Eufus P.

Kincoln of the same company was promoted to fill the vacancy,

ins place in turn being tilled by the promotion of Erastus W.
Harris of Company G, wlio had been serving for a time as order-

ly sergeant of Company E. First Lieutenant Eli T. Blackmer
of (.'ompany A resigned November 17, and three days later

Second Lieutenant Wellman of the same company was promoted
to the vacancy and Commissary Sergeant James C. Chalmers

•succeeded to the vacant second lieutenantship. The vacancy
thus created in the Commissary Department was admirably
tilled hy the appointment of Dwight H, Parsons of Company D
a^ commissary sergeant,—a position wliich he retained to the

••I'l.'sed of t]\(' regiment's service with the highest oreilit to him-
*-'lf and satisfaction to all who were interested in the ellicioncy
'*' his important department.





CHAPTER VI.

ON THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

THE BATTLE OF FKEDERTCKSBURG.—IN WINTER QUARTERS.—

THE MUD MARCH.—CAMP EDWARDS.

While waiting at Warreiiton for the authorities at Washington

to approve his pku for a movement on Frederickshurg, General

Burnside carried out a reorganization of the Army of the Poto-

mac into three grand divisions—the right under General Sum-

ner being composed of the Second Corps, General Couch com-

manding, and the Ninth, General Willcox ; the center under

General Hooker had the Third Corps, General Stoneman, and

the Fifth, General Butterfield : General Franklin had the left,

comprising the First Corps, General Reynolds, and the Sixth,

General W. F. Smith. General Couch being assigned to the

command of the Second Corps, General John Xewton succeeded

him as commander of the Third Division, Sixth Corps, General

A. P, Howe taking the Second Division, as General Smith's

successor.

Consent having been given to General Burnside's plan for an

advance by the way of Fredericksburg, Sumner pushed forward

rapidly, and on the 17th of November reached the bights

opposite the city, A regiment of cavalry, four companies of

infantry and a light battery, seem to have constituted the Con-

federate force in that immediate vicinity at that time, and Sum-

ner was anxious to ford the river at once and establish his lines

on the op})Osite bights. To this the commander did not assent.

He wished a b;isc of supiilies established at Aquia Creek, ])cfore

proceeding further, and did not wish to throw a portion of his

force across the Ra[)pahaunock until liis ponton trains shoulii

arrive from Washington, as in the event of a rise in the river—
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* veryliiiWe to occur at tliat season—tliey would bo ho])eles3ly cut

iot! from the main body. By some oversight, the boats were

-i
long delayed ; those that finally came to Belle Plain were nnac-

I
companied by wagons and could not \)C moved. Before it Avas

« jios.sible to construct bridges for the crossing of an efficient

i
force, as the fords at the best were ini]>racticable for artillery,

I
Tjongstrcet's wing of Lee's army was planted directly in the path

I of the proposed advance, and the remainder under Jackson was

I
within supporting distance.

i It was not until the 10th of December that everything was in

I
readiness for a forward movement, and the final orders were

I issued. Now that the boats were provided, it seemed that tliere

\ could be no great difficulty in constructing the bridges and pass-

ing the river. On each side of the Eappahannock rah a well-

defined range of hills, and these were occupied by the rival

armies. On the Falmouth or Stafford side they approached

within a short distance of the bank of the river, but on the

other shore a plain from half a mile to a mile and a half in

width extended for five or six miles along the stream. Some
little distance above Fredericksburg the course of the river car-

ries it between the hills, shutting off the plain, and at the

lower extremity it is terminated by Massaponax Creek and the

hills below. Southward along this plain, near the foot of the

liills, ran the Eichmond Railroad, and ])arallel to it, but about

iialf way to the river, was the old stage road to Eichmond via

Bowling Green, from which a mile aiul a half above Massaponax

Creek a newer road ran to the southwest, passing the railroad at

what was called .Hamilton's Crossing. Tlie hill where crosseil

by this road was much less elevated tlian nearer the city, and

the plan of General Burnside seems to have been to make a

strong movement at this point against the fiank and endanger-

ing the rear of Lee's army. How the plan was carried out

will be seen presently. The other roads leailing over the

hiL'lits were the Oranire plank road, running almost directly

"V(.r ^^larye's hill, in the rear of Fredericksburg, diverging

fruiu which was tlie Tvlegra}ih ri)ad, cut into the hill-side and

running toward the southwest. Such in general features wjis
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tlie environment of Fredericksl)urg, henceforth and forever to

be crowned with a sacred fame.

During the night of December 10 the ponton trains were

moved down to the river bank, and the engineers set vigorously

to work constructing bridges at two points—ojiposite the citv.

where it was intended tliat Sumner's grand division shoukl cross,

and some three miles below for the passage of Franklin's troops.

Along the Stafford bights were ranged 29- l)atteries of Federal

artillery, a total of 147 guns, trained upon the town, the hight?

beyond, sweeping the plain,—to cover and protect the crossing.

In the darkness of the waning night, intensified by a heavy

fog which hung over the river, it was hoped that the bridges

might be completed without serious opposition ; but that ho]»e

was speedily crushed. Scarcely had the work begun to take

form when the engineers opposite the city were assailed by sharj)

volleys of musketry, so well aimed as to prevent all further prog-

ress on the part of the unarmed artisans. A force of Mississipi'i

ritlemen had found shelter behind the stone-walls and in the ctI-

lars and low houses next the river, savagely determined to i»re-

vent as long as possible the laying of the bridges. At the same

time that their volleys ri]i}iled forth, two heavy cannon-shofs in

rapid succession roared out from the bights above, signaling t"

the various Confederate camps that the anticipated attack w:i.>

about to be made, and rapidly the defenders hurried to their

designated places to meet the assault.

For many hours all attem])ts to dislodge the murderous niarks-

men failed. Two regiments from Zook's brigade of the Second

Corps opposed them with the musket, with no other effect tbati ^

to lose from their own ranks L")0 men. With a bra vcrv worth

v

of immortal renown the engineers went forth iia:ain ;ind airain

ui)un their ho}>eless mission, but every effort ended in disaster

and the death of brave men. At 10 o'clock Burnside f^ave the

order to dislodge the sharp-shooters %vith artillery, and for ai;

hour .^hot and .<hell erashe^l and tore through the devoted citv.

liring riie buildings, wrecking and destnning everything' within

reach. But the riilemen crouehing close to the river bank Mei"«

])rotected from the cannonade, and when in the heat of the bom-
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l.ardment the bridge men attenii)ted to finish tlieir work they

met the same deadly reception as before.

Every weapon had faik'd save one—tlie bayonet—and it was at

hist decided to resort to that, sending men across the river in

the ponton boats to dislodge the Confederate sharp-shooters

from their positions. It was a deadly mission, but Hall's entire

brigade, consisting of the Seventh Michigan, Xincteenth and

Twentieth Massachusetts and some other troops, volunteered

for the service. A selection was made, as there were not enough

boats for all, the forlorn hope landed on the other bank and the

Missisgippians were driven from their shelter with a heavy loss

of prisoners. The engineers sprang to their work, the bridge

was finished in an incredibly short space of time, the rest of the

brigade rushed across to secure the vantage, followed in a short

tinic by the whole of Howard's division of Couch's corps, which

occupied the town after some lighting in the upper streets.

Long before light that morning the troops had been roused

from their bivouacs, the Thirty-seventh with the others, extra

cartridges had been furnished, and the march over the frozen

ground°began. The distance to be covered was not loug, for the

army had l^cen already concentrated as much as pos5it»le in an-

ticipation of the battle, and early in the forenoon the Thirty-

seventh filed over tlie Stafford hills and moved down upon the

narrow plain next the river. The scene was an iusjuriting one.

A considerable portion of the left grand division was already

there, massed along the !)rown plain between the river bank and

the Riverside road wliicli ran nea.r the foot of the hills; while an

incessant column still tlowed down tlie hill-side as though from

some hidden reservoir. Brigade followed brigade, one tlivision

surceeded another; the banners of a score of st.ites, each m su])-

port of the national emblem, dotted the vast sea of blue. Oih-

cers in bright uniforms and with rich swords swinging at their

si<les rode about to exchange views with their fellow-otlicers,

while others, more tlxuiglitful in manner and sober in dress,

-:izrd earnestly at tlie fi-owning range of hills in the distance,

as though dreading, while never shrinking fnMU the onleal to

come. As the hours wore away the men strolled about some-
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what, mingling with those of neighboring commands, occasion-

ally a few sticks were gathered and a little fire built over which

numberless cups of coii'ec would be made, and not a few slejit

upon the warming earth while shot and shell from the opposing

batteries howled through the air over their heads.

The short winter's day was almost gone when tlie intelligence

came of the completion of the bridges opposite the city. Early

in the day those intended for the use of the left had been fin-

ished, the numerous Federal batteries on the river bank com-

manding the position rendering any serious opposition impossible,

and during the struggle above the signal for crossing had been

suspended. At last it was given, and Devcns's brigade alone of

the great mass covering the plain rose to its feet, moving quickly

down toward the river bank. Its heroic commander had volun-

teered to perform the perilous task,—full of honor, though no

one could say what might be the reception on the other shore.

Cheered on by their comrades the brigade moved down the slip-

pery roadway leading to the bridges. The pickets ou the oj^po-

site bank fired a volley or two, and bullets dropped suggestively

near to many a man, but nobody was hurt and not a second though t

given to them. A part of the Second Rhode Island regiment

was to deploy as skirmishers, and that regiment led the way over

one of the two bridges in waiting. The Thirty-seventh, Gen-

eral Devens riding at its head'l)eside Colonel Edwards, was first

on the other bridge, and at a doublu-quick the two commands,

followed by the rest of the brigade, rush across, while the bat-

teries on the bluff send raj^id discharges of shot and shell over

their heads. How the long bridges of boats pulsate and thro]),

sway and bound, beneath the hurrying streams of Immanity that

pour across them I The footing is ditUcult, and there is danift-r

that the outermost men will be thrown into the water, but tliev

join hands with the inner files or clutch them bodily, and the

crossing is made witliout casualty.

The skinnisliers at once deployi'd, drove the Mis3issip]>ians

from their hiding ])la(X'S and established a litu.' well in advance,

while the thin line of buttle, hastily /ornied, jiuolied up tlie blull

to the plain above and halted in a position to protect tlu) bridge

-1

i
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head. By that time it was dusk, for the days were at their

.•shortest, and no more could be done. The remainder of the divi-

sion had followed the brigade across the bridges, to give the im-

pression of a crossing in force, but presently returned to the

Falmouth shore where they remained through the night, leaving

only the indomitable brigade, like a short thread of blue on that

vast plain through the long night. For some hours there was

almost momentary anticipation of an attack, and the novelty of

the position warmed the men with its gentle excitement; but as

ilic night deepened and all remained quiet the monotony and

disagreeableness of the situation made themselves felt. Mid-

night came and passed, and no sound from the front broke the

-silence. The sharp chill of the winter air benumbed the men,

uud when permission was at length given for a part of them to

lie down and rest on their arms sleep was wholly out of the

'juestion, for the ground was covered with a white frost that

-learned in the dim starlight like snow, and one could as well have

slept in an ice pack. Finally muskets were stuck in the ground

lit each flank of the company fronts and in Indian tile an endless

circle of men went around on a trot to start the half-congealed

blood into fresh circulation. Now and tlien one would slip and

fall upon the frosty grass, and half a dozen might tumble over

liim before the momentum of those in the rear could be checked;

I'Ut the exercise dispelled the numb drowsiness which could not

b..' relieved by sleep and warmed the chilled limbs, and so the

iiigjit wore away.

With the coming of dawn the lonely vigil ended, fur soon

aftt'r the troops of the left grand division began to cross in force,

iiling uway past the weary brigade and taking ])Osition to the

'••ft. As the location of the little command became visible to

ihc Confederate gunners on the bights in front a battery was

'iirectcd upon it, whicli presently succeeded in dropping some

iiots uncomfortably close to the officers' horses and servants,

•'iKTcd about a haystack just in the rear of the line, and a

^'ly .siamper to the rear enstunl, while the soldiers moved

rv\ard ;i short distance to the shelter of a slight swi-11 of

irTound. There the day was pa.ssed with little of especial WO-
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merit, yet there was much to hold the attention of the Thirty-

seventh, for it -was their first experience on the battle-field.

AVith what interest they watched the various commands as they

filed past—now a sfjuad of cavalry hurrying out to the front to

return presently with a few saddles emptied: the long columns

of infantry broken at intervals by batteries and occasionally

dotted by regiments still wearing the gay Zouave costumes which

had been so popular at the outbreak of the war. At the bridge:

opposite the city the scene was similar, the day being thus con-

sumed in getting the Federal army into position. Yet amid ail

the excitement of these preparations the communion of the sol-

diers with friends at home was not neglected, and twice duriuL'

their occupancy of the field the Thirty-seventh were cheered l>y

the distribution of a mail. What other army ever presented ;.

like spectacle? Here in the pauses of a great battle were the

men in the ranks encouraged by love-freighted messages froi;;

home, or snatching the opportunity of a few hours' rcs{)ite t"

assure anxious ones of their safety thus far or to send earl;

tidings of those who had fallen I

The outline of the terrible battle of the 13th of Decembir

may be briefly given. The initiative was taken by Gcnen::

Franklin, who was ordered to attack in the direction of Hamil-

ton's Crossing, but so vague was the order that to the prestn'

day it is imjjossible to decide as to Burnside's exact purpose. 1-

seems probable, however, that lie expected Franklin to reiuii

and hold the military road which General Lee had constructc.;

from that point to the left of the Confederate line, thus throa:-

ening the bights in the rear and forcing their evacuation; hii'-

whatever the purpose or expectation it was not clearly embouK'.

in the orders issued and was not to be realized in action.

• At abtmt 10 o'clock the First Corps moved to the attack, Gi !••

cral Meade's division in advance, General Gibbon's in supji'!"

and General Doublcday's protecting the left fiauk, which ^^•
•

'hi\atened by Stuart's cavalry. General Meade's iittack was (

rectcd against .Jac kson's corps of Lett's anuy. formed in th:

lines; A. P. Hill's division in front, supi)orLcd by tluise of K;;-.

lUid Taliaferro, while D. U. Hill's division was posted inrestf''- ^
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between the Richmond road and Massaponax Greek. The first

Confederate line \\'as broken by Meade's assault and the second

was reached, but there the attacking column lost its force,

wavered and broke. General Gibbon of the supporting line was

wounded, his command also became disorganized and fell back,

inviting a counter charge by the Confederates, which was met

and checked by Birney's brigade of the Third Corps thrown

ujion their exposed flank. The troops engaged had suffered se-

verely, but they had also smitten the enemy heavily. Now,

however, the battle paused and on the left it was not again seri-

ously renewed. Preparations were indeed made for another

attack, but they were not completed till dusk, and it was then

too late.

In the mean time terrible and unavailing fighting had been in

I'rogress all the afternoon in the rear of Fredericksburg. The
Sfcoud Corps occupied the town, and about noon was ordered to

assault the rebel position on Marye's hights. The ground was

especially unfavorable to the maneuvering of troops, as they

were obliged to cross the canal on narrow bridges, deploy almost

in the face of the enemy and advance over broken and difficult

ground. The whole distance from the streets of the city to the

foot of the hill was swept by a terrible cross-fire of artillery, and

at the latter point a Confederate line of infantry was posted

behind a stone- wall.

French's division went first, supported by Hancock's, and one

after the other was torn to pieces before the wall was reached.

The Ninth Corps advanced on the left of the Second, and made
one assault after another, but nothing could be gained save a

Worthless advanced position in the open field. General Hooker's

lonimand "was then ordered across the river and directed to

rtnew the attack. Its indomitable commander reconnoitered the

fi'-ld and protested against the waste of life, then hurled Ilumph-
fi'vs's division with empty muskets and fixed bayonets against

'hv iinjircgnable wall of fire. Like those which had gone before,

'- drifted back in fragments with nothing accomplished. The
'"iiimunder-in-chief, grown desperate, formed the JSi^inth Corps

in column of regiments and prcjtared to lead it in person against





113 ON THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

the enemy's lines. They -nere his North Carolina victors, «lu-

votccl to him, nnd would follow him to the gates of de:ith with-

out shrinking. Personally he had ever been very popular with

his troops, for well they knew his kindness of heart, his bravery

and integrity. But his lieutenants protested against the mail

attempt, there was no cooperative movement on the left, th.c

men lay on their arms through the night and the assault wai

never made.

TVliile the battle raged with such fury to both right and left.

the Thirty-seventh remained in nearly the position it had occu-

pied since the crossing, exposed frequently to artillery fire, from

which it found a partial shelter by lying close to the ground in

rear of a slight swell which there ran across the field. But ir

was while thus lying that its first memVjcr was killed in action-
Stephen Gr. Warner of Company H, from Williamsburg, beiii^'

struck in the head by a fragment of shell, while David Y>.

Dwight of the same company was wounded. Toward eveninir.

when the preparations were made for renewing the conflict, th-

brigade was hurried to the left, through a scattering artillorv

fire, and formed in a large corn-field. Avherc it lay for a consid-

erable time under the hot fire of Stuart's horse artillery in ii-

front, the regiment being finally advanced to the shelter of u

ridge a little nearer the hostile guns. This position was main-

tained for some time after dark, no noise being allowed, and tl;--

men looked for a night encounter, but at length the order :

move to the rear was received and the regiment returned neari}

to its origiiuil position, where the niglit was passed. Sunday

morning, the 1-ith, it moved nearer the river, a little below

the bridges, where rations and a mail were distributed, and th-.

day passed very quietly along the entire field. It was seen "'

the Federal side that furtlier attack would he madness, and lii'

Cunfederatcs did not think best to leave their vantage groui:i!-

Jaiikson, who comnianded Lee's right wing, seems after rh>-

failure of Meade's advance to have contenijtlatcd the aggres-^iv-'.

and about sunset sent M'orii to Stuart to j)usli forward iiis h-.v-

teries and help to drive tlie Yankees into the liappahanncik.

But the greeting received from the Union artillery as the first »:
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Jackson's lines came into view, convinced that warrior of the

unwisdom of his proposed attempt, and it was abandoned.

The Thirty-seventli moved to the front again Monday morn-

ing, taking position on the Richmond road in support of a Xew

Jei-sey battery, which occui)ied a favorable location just beyond

the road. The high embankments formed an admirable shelter

for the infantry, which lay behind them regardless of the

sharp artillery dueling which from time to time broke out.

Thus keeping up a strong front through the day, no sooner had

(lark)itss settled over the scene than the batteries and their

supports were quietly withdrawn and moved swiftly back toward

the bridges. There a fresh honor was in Avaiting for tlic Thirty-

seventh and its fellow-regiments of the brigade. They had been

the lirst to cross at the lower bridges, and they were to be the

hist to retreat. Knowing the character of the men composing

his command. General Devens, at an evening consultation of

general officers at Franklin's head-quarters, when the proposed

withdrawal Avas announced, volunteered to cover the crossing.

" As you led the advance,'* was the reply, ''your brigade will

not be entitled to that honor should any other be volunteered."

But no otlier was volunteered—it was not a duty for which even

brave men aspired; and to General Devens, assisted by Colonel

Torbert and his New Jersey brigade, from the First Division of

the Sixth Corps, was assigned the delicate task. Forming in

Hne of battle near the spot on which they had stood through

that first night, the undaunted handful faced to the rear during

the long hours, while artillery and infantry in ceaseless throngs

poured past them and wound back over the Stafford hills, the

strong south wind bearing away from the enemy every sound

which might betray the movement.

Finally the procession became scattering, and the pickets in

squads and singly hurried anxiously toward the bridges, fearing

lest they might be too late. They were assured by the llrm line

'"f the two brigades standing there to ensure the safe delivery of

• "<ery nuiu from what might so appropriately be called a death-

ii.ip. When the last straggler had passed, Turbert's rcgimenls

followed, and, last of all, Devens and his heroic band. The
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engineers "were standing at their posts, ready to cast the bridgos

loose, and in a very few moments the unspanned river flowed

once more between the two armies.

The night was far advanced when the Thirty-seventh, sadly

wearied by its four days and five nights on the battle-fiold,

climbed the Stafford hights, and after a short march turned into

the forest for a bivouac. Before the ranks were broken, the

ringrinsr voice of Colonel Edwards was heard in the more than

welcome order, " Captains will see that their men build as largo

fires as they please, and make themselves as comfortable as pos-

sible!" No second bidding was needed; a score of great fires

lighted up the forest as by magic, but the weary men did not

long enjoy their luxury, and in a few minutes nearly every one

was soundly sleeping, unmindful of the driving rain-storm which

had set in. That was little to be regarded in comparison with

the storm of battle to which they had so long listened.

The battle of Fredericksburg was over, and its purpose had

sadly failed. The Union army had suffered a loss of 12,300 and

their enemies of but 5,300, while the prestige of victory re-

mained with the latter. The Army of the Potomac had fought

with its accustomed bravery, winning even from its antagonist-

the most unqualified admiration; and the recrossing of the river

during the night of December 15 by 100,000 men, without the

knowledge of the enemy and without the loss of a gun or a

straggler, challenges admiration, as one of the military feats oi

modern times. A critical analysis of the battle would have no

place in this work, yet there are facts which the general reader

will not overlook, and first of all, he will admire the manly

frankness with which General Burnside accepted tlie responsibil-

ity for the failure. Taking the command with an oft-repeated

disavowal of his ability properly to fill the high place, the

prompt carrying out of the plans which had been decided on

thwarted by delays for which he was in no sense responsible, with

rankling and undisguised jealousy among his subordinate com-

manders and a questionable conduct of some portions of tin*

battle, General Burnside could still utter these wortliy sontonc'.b;

"To the brave otficers and soldiers who accomplished the feat oi
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rccrossiiig the river in the face of the enemy I owe everything.

For the failure in the attack I am responsible, as the extreme

"iillantry, courage and endurance shown by them was never

exoocded and would have carried the points had it been possible.

To the families and friends of the dead I can only offer my
heartfelt sympathies; but for the wounded I can offer my earnest

pravers for their comfort and final recovery." How far these

facts and this utterance shall go to disarm criticism, each must

decide for himself.

On the morning of Decem])er 18 the now familiar order to

" Pack up and fall in!" was again heard, and this time there

was no murmuring. Earlier in the autumn, when the long

marches were wearing upon the men, they had often expressed a

wish that instead they might go into buttle. Xoav that tliey had

.seen something of the horrors of the field of strife, a different

disposition prevailed. They were ready to endure the severest

march and to accept it as a luxury in contrast with the scream-

ing of shells, the hissing of bullets and the sight of dead or

mangled comrades. Marching some two miles by the narrow

roads, which seemed to run in every direction, the Thirty-

seventh came to a halt beside a pine grove which might as

jiroperly have been called a thicket, moved by the right of com-

panies to the rear, and was on the site of what was to pr(ne

the long talked of "Avinter quarters." The location was some

tlireo miles due east from the village of Falmouth, and was

"(licially known as '"^Camp near White Oak Church"—the name
foming from a small, plain wooden building still further to the

eastward bearing that designation.

The trials of the march and the field now gave place to the ex-

periences of the w^inter camp. The men were at once set at

work "policing" the site, the ground to be occupied by the

•""inpany streets being cleared of the undergrowth and comfort-

;ib]e houses roofed with their rubber blankets built by the men
'rom saplings and the mortar-like earth. The quarters of the

• 'otiipany oiHcers were at tlie rear of their respective commands,

'•iiilo the field and staff occupied a gentle elevation at the left of

the line, sheltered by a knot of pines of moderate size. Here also
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the hospital was located, and it filled rapidly, for tlic exposure

of the past two months, combined with other unfavoraljlc inlhi-

ences, continued to make sad havoc witli the health of the

regiment. During the weeks which followed, death came often

to claim its victims, and it seemed that the more robust fell

rather than men of feebler physique. This cause, in combina-
tion with others, made the winter anything but a cheerful om-

to the majority of the army. There was another cause of dis-

quiet, not previously referred to, which should not escape mention.

The time was approaching when the Emancipation Proclamation

of President Lincoln was to take effect, and hand-bills were

posted throughout the army calling attention to the fact. "Witli

the new year, the shackles of the bond man were to fall. "While

generally this act was hailed as one of justice too long delayed,

and a wise and important military step, such was not the

unanimous verdict. By a noisy minority the proclamation was

derided, the war Avas declared to have changed into an abolition

crusade, and there can be no doubt that many of the desertions

from that class may be properly set down to this cause. Others

who remained faithful to the flag saw in it a factor of gloomy
import, felt that it was a mistake and an unnecessary complica-

tion, and lost courage. Yet, while despondency and desertion

seemed epidemic through the army, the former was by no means
serious and the latter was almost unknown in the Thirty-seventh.

From the time of joining the Army of the Potomac to the close

of Burnside's command, but four desertions occurred from the

regiment.

Gradually the weeks wore away. "When the weather would
permit the day was largely occupied wuth drilling and the duties

of tlie camp and of guard, with an occasional tour to the out-

posts for picket service, usually for three days at a time, and it

was there that the new year of 1803 found the regiment. The
2d of January was marked by the occurrence of what proved to

be a false alarm. The main body of the regiment, forming the

reserve, were comfortably settled to sleep in such (quarters as they

had been able to improvise, when word came back from the

rivcr-side that the Confederates were laying ponton bridges to
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cross the stream. In a very few moments the men had been

roused, formed in cohimn and were hurrying at the double-
j

(jnick toward the river, a mile away. The incident was a I

(Memorable one. The night was clear and the air sharply

(.•r)ld, the ground being slightly frozen, so that the cadence of

the foot-falls, uniform and perfect as on review, rang out with a

nluirp resonance. It was one of those sudden tests which mark
the quality of the command, and riding beside their men the

field otTicers of the Thirty-seventh had just cause for pride in

the perfect response of the rank and file. However the alarm

originated, it was carried back to the cam})S, the long roll broke

the slumbers of the entire corps, the regiments were formed and
stood for hours shivering in the cold, only to be told at last that

nothing was the matter.

The following day the regiment returned to camp, and the
|

cidisted men were much gratified to find a supply of shelter
|

tents awaiting them. Up to that time they had been obliged to
j

make their rubber blankets serve as such, and despite many an
j

ingenious makeshift, the deficiency had been the cause of much '

unnecessary exposure and sulfering.
'

The winter was not to pass without another effort on the part

of General Burnside against the enemy. Within two weeks of

tlie retreat from Fredericksburg he had decided upon anotiier

plan and began arrangements for carrying it into execution,

when he was dissuaded by the President from making the

iit tempt on account, it would seem, of the disapproval of many :

of the subordinate officers. This plan contemplated the crossing !

the Rappahannock several miles below Fredericksburg and a
j

movement against the Confederate right flank, while the Union
j

•avalry were to operate in the rear of the enemy and, if possible, !

destroy his lines of communication. The cavalry was, in fact,

on its way wh.en the disapproval of President Lincoln necessi-

tated its recall. General Burnside being thus made more fully

than before aware of the distrust in the minds of his subordi-

iiutes, felt the necessity of such immediate action as would re-

•'•oro his waning prestige, and finally decided to once more cross

tile river and otfer battle, intending to cross at one of the upper
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fords, move to the rear of the Fredericksburg bights, and strike

Lee's army on the flank. Banks Ford was decided on as tho

point of crossing, but to deceive the enemy as to the real inten-

tion, demonstrations were made at every other possible crossing,

above and below, batteries were planted, roads prepared, and the

bustle of preparation filled all the camps.

The Thirty-seventh were on picket when, on the morning of

January 20, 1863, orders were received to repair to camp and

prepare to march immediately, and at noon camj) was broken.

Many of the soldiers, thinking that they were in permanent

winter quarters, had sent to their homes for various comforts

and luxuries, and a quantity of express boxes containing them
had just been received. How most of them were disposed of

it would be difficult to say. What the possessor could not eat,

wear or carry, he divided with others or abandoned on the spot,

superfluous clothing and camp conveniences were discarded, the

log huts were dismantled, and in some cases burned. After the

regiment was well under way it halted to hear the reading of a

general order from the commander-in-chief, announcing in the

usual hopeful terms that the army was again to meet the foe.

With the rank and file there was a mingling of doubt and hope.

The weather was fine, the army strong in numbers and well

appointed; but on the other hand there was the memorv of

Fredericksburg and the known want of confidence in the ability

of Burnside to cope with the Southern commander.
|

It would be useless to speculate on what might have been.
*

The weather—the factor apparently most favorable to the Fed- !

era! cause—was yet the one from which the disaster was to

come. A good distance was easily covered during the afternoon,

but just as the troops went into bivouac for the night the weather

suddenly changed, and a gentle rain began falling. It continued 3

all night with increasing intensity, and when the marcli was re- f

sumed in the morning the extent of the mischief became appar-

ent. The clayey road-beds, indifferent at the best, were soaked

to the extent that every passing regiment, every wagon, even,

stirred the sli])pcry dejiths and made them more trt^acherous.

As far as possible, the roads were given over to the pontons and

y
M





IHE EXPERIENCES OF THE " MUD MARCH.*' 119

artillery, the infantry making their way through fields and across

iintraveled regions, partly that the men might have hotter foot-

ing, but principally because it was impossible for them to go in

any other way. The rain still poured down and the ground

everywhere became a bottomless sea of mud. Soldiers carefully

picking their way slipped and fell into the tenacious mass, carry-

ing comrades with them, their ridiculous plight when extricated

atTording about the only relief from the somber gloom of the scene.

Every road was blocked. The immense weight of the artillery,

ammunition wagons and pontons, sunk them hopelessly in the

mire. In vain the efforts of the drivers, profanity included.

Their animals sank bodily from sight in the sloughs or dropped

dead in their places. Long ropes were rigged, and great details

of men put to the task of assisting them. Sixteen horses and

50 soldiers pulled a 10-pounder Parrott gun along only by spas-

modic jerks. A regiment with 50 horses could not move one of

the boats. Humanity can do no more; llesh and blood have

been struggling with the elements and their struggle proves

vain. Burnside has wrestled with fate for many long hours

since all hope of success had gone, and the unequal contest is

finally given over. The infantry could possibly move, but noth-

ing on wheels; the river is too deep to be forded; the intention

of the Federal army has been penetrated, the opposite fields are

lnung filled with entrenchments, and many a sarcastic jest is

thrown across the stream by the exultant Confederates. A large I

board is erected on which has been rudely scrawled, "Burnside i

>=nick in the mud!"' ''Come over, Yanks, as soon as you can,"

tn-ius a picket with a loud voice; " Old Stonewall is right back I

lit-re and wants to see you!" "Wait till to-morrow," suggests
j

another, "and we uns will come over and help you bring up the
j

bridges." Not a shot is fired by either side, for the men have
j

no desire to indulge in wanton murder, and it would be no less
|

than that to shoot each other under such circumstances. !

It was about noon that the Thirty-seventh abandoned the

•It tempt to })roceed farther, and turned into the woods beside

ho road. A pitifully bedraggled and muddy lot of men they

v-"ert', yet others who had floundered through vaster depths,
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manning the ropes and lifting the bemired carriages, h:id fared

far worse than they. After a short respite for food, rest and a

general cleaning up, the regiment moved a little distance to a

steep hill-side, and the men were urged to make themselves ''a?

comfortable as possible." Comfortable! The storm showed no

sign of abatement, and all through the night it raged on, seem-

ing each hour to increase in force. The slope was so steep that

many of the men were obliged to sleep with their feet againsi

logs or rocks to prevent slipping away with the rivulets tliai

trickled down the hill-side in every direction, and not a few

awoke in the night to find that the foothold had given way and

they had rolled out into the pelting storm.

The following day the rain ceased, and a spark of comfort

came to the miserable host from the realization that mattoi;:

could become no worse, and that in their demoralized condition

there was no possibility of their being forced into battle—which,

under the circumstances, all felt would prove only a useless

slaughter. They also realized as never l^efore, from generals to

privates, the madness of an overland winter campaign. To

imagine the army many miles advanced and dependent upon

wagon trains for its supplies, was to picture an ignominious

retreat toward the base of supplies as an alternative to starva-

tion. Even now that was almost the condition. The ration.s

with which the men had started were nearly exhausted, and m*

wagon train could reach them.

That evening the wooded slopes occupied by the army pre-

sented a picturesque scene. The various organizations were

compactly massed, and now that the rain had ceased a multitude

of fires were ablaze, drying the garments and blankets and

warming the chilled limbs of the men. Opposite to the slope

occupied by the Thirty-seventh rose another, similar but ksv-

abrupt, and through the evening its surface was lighted up witli

hundreds of tires, ranged with almost mathematical accuracy.

the red light of each disclosing groups of men in blue, and tin-

whole forming a picture upon wliich hundreds of thos-e acro.-s

the ravine fazed with a sort of faseizuition, and from which the}

drew what seemed an inspiration of cheer and fresh courage.

I
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The return to the old camps took place on the next day, the

•iM, and it is probably safe to say that the like march was never

soeii in the Army of the Potomac. The men wore without food

imd in every way demoralized. Obliged to pick their way as best

tliey could, it was not long till the regiments dwindled to skele-

tons of the most meager dimensions, and a mixed throng repre-

sonting everything and nothing scrambled through fields and

along the roadways as best it could. The old quarters were

reached at length, the stragglers came in singly and in groups,

the old huts were reoccupied, those that had been burned or

destroyed were rebuilt, and the campaign under Burnside was at

an end.

The regimental reports at this time, with one company on de-

tached service, show a total present for duty in the regiment of

.)T8. A few had been discharged for disability, 17 had died,

110 had been sent to general hospital, and as was inevitable,

a fresh outbreak of sickness followed the experience just ended.

The regimental hospital was soon filled, and the death-roll

rapidly lengthened.

Thus far the weather had been moderate and comparatively

comfortable, and the rigors of Avintcr had not made themselves

felt to a serious extent, but now a marked change was noticed.

Storms were frequent, the ground was alternately a mass of

tenacious mud and frozen. When in the latter condition, the

cold winds which swept over it chilled the men through, render-

ing every outdoor duty of fatigue, guard or picket a severe tax.

And there was no lack of such duty. Every fall of snow neces-

sitated the clearing up of tlie company streets, and when thaw-

ing iind freezing liad produced a compound of snow, ice and

frozen mud, the task was no slight one. ^[uch labor was ncces-

s:iry, too, in i>roviding the fuel essential to comfort. The hundreds

of tires necessary in oilicers' (piarters, cook-houses and tlie tents

of the rank and file, rapidly exiiausted the wood in the vicinity,

ii'.d it became necessary to transport it long distances on the

>iiou]ders of the men. Every nun-ning, regardless of cold or

•-lorm, squad after squad could be ??een emerging from tiic quar-

ters of the different companies, each group in possession of a
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single dull ax in the hands of the man best skilled in its use.

Presently the procession would come staggering back, each in-

dividual bending under a stick of oak or walnut as large as he-

could carry, having learned by unpleasant experiences to dis-

criminate against those soft, sappy varieties which nothing could

coax into a flame. As the vast stretches of beautiful forest

melted away before the incessant attacks of tlie axmen, many an

exclamation of regret went up from sincere hearts over tlie

necessary devastation. Not even Virginians themselves coulil

have felt more keen regret than did the Xew Englanders at tl:e

unceasing destruction.

The picture of gloom which hung over the camps of the great

army was not unbroken. Here and there were agencies and in-

fluences which brightened it all with a better and purer than

earthly light. "VTliile such efforts were put forth for the physical

well-being of the men as no similar army had ever before ex-

perienced, their spiritual care was not forgotten. Six stations

were opened by the Christian Commission from which not only

food for the sick suitable to their needs was distributed, but

earnest endeavors were made to improve the moral condition of

the well and to awaken a religious interest. Papers and tract.-

were distributed to the soldiers directly as well as through tlu

chaplains of the regiments, ])rayer-meetings were established in

many places through the assistance of the Christians in thu

ranks, and often the voice of supplication, the hymn of praise,

and the avowal of consecration to a nobler life were heard above

the camp jest and thoughtless song.

Such was the case in Captain Flagg's Company D, which h:ul

been detailed at the time of the advance into Yircrinia for suarci

duty at General Franklin's head-quarters. The use of a largf

tent had been procured for the holding of meetings, which were

carried on by the devout members of the company, assisted and

strengthened by an occasional visit from Chaplain Morse and

others from the regiment, much good and great enjoyment re-

sulting. " The praying captain and his company of Chri-

tians,'' was the remark of more than one as they returned t"

the regiment. From no lips did such words fall mockingly.

!
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However lightly the speaker might himself regard religious

iiuitters, he conlJ hut respect a consistent Christian life in

others, and nowhere was this respect more perfectly shown than

in the regard of the men for their chaplain.

The duties of that officer, as he saw and interpreted them,

were of no trifling nature. Serving as the postmaster of the

reiriment, much of his time was consumed in the duties of that

[>lace. To secure the mail for the Thirty-seventh as soon as it

i^hould arrive at brigade head-quarters, day or night, and see to

its proper distribution to the several companies, had its counter-

part in the reception of the letters written from the regiment,

and the seizing of every opportunity to send them forward

whenever a mail was to leave the army. The postal laws at that

time required the prepayment of letter postage, hut an excep-

tion was made in the case of soldiers in the field, whose letters

were forwarded when certified, and as the soldiers were seldom

provided with postage stamps, the familiar inscription "was to be

written, in cold or storm or darkness, hundreds of times daily,

'^ Soldier's Letter. F. C. Morse, Chaplain STth Eeg't Mass.

Vols." During the winter inactivity it was the custom of Mr.

Morse to daily visit the hospital, reading the Scriptures, praying

and conversing with the inmates, experiencing often most touch-

ing scenes, and in the evening to pay an informal visit to one of

tlie companies, talking' with tlie men, distributing tracts and

I'apers, greeted everywhere with the most hearty welcome.

Despite all sanitary efforts in behalf of the army, the most

jiaiustaking medical cure and attention to all camp details, the

licalth of the regiment failed to improve, it rather grew worse;

fi'vers prevailed, and they were not confined to the enlisted men:

the olficers began to fall victims, and as a last resort a change

of camp was decided upon. The location selected was some half

a mile southeast of the original site, and covered a well-drained

plateau, sloping gently toward the south, from which the wood

h:ii! recently been cut.

The regiment returned ^[areli 1 from three days' duty on the

picket line, and the following day every aljle-bodied man save a

camp guard was set to work in the preparation of the ncAV quar-
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ters. Three axes were provided for each company, and the Avork .
|

was systematized and supervised so perfectly that on the 9th the |
j

old camp was quitted and the Thirty-seventh removed to wluii }

may properly be designated as the model regimental camp in tlie

Army of the Potomac, named '^Camp Edwards/' in compli- t

ment to the colonel. The work had been carefully laid out in }

advance, and not only were the company streets uniform, but ^

every hut was built to a common plan. There were 158 of them. |

each intended for four occupants, built of small pine logs, --|

either whole or split according to size, interlocked at the corners,

with a door-way in front, a fire-place and chimney at one side, %

and two bunks built of poles and covered with boughs, elevated 'i

a certain distance from the ground, at the rear. Each house .-.

was eight feet by twelve, five feet high at the eaves and nine ;•

at the ridge-pole, the roof being formed by four sections of |
shelter tent. The crevices were stopped and the chimneys lined

by a liberal application of clay, a floor made of small poles, and gi

thus a habitation was created quite as comfortable as the dwell-

ings of the poorer classes of Virginians. After its occupation |
the camp was decorated with arches of evergreen across the

company streets, and as uniformity was not required a brisk I

rivalry developed in this respect which had the effect of bring-

ing forth a profusion of neat designs, the Avhole giving the camp |j

a considerable fame throughout the army. But best of all, the fj

good effect sought in a sanitary way was fully realized; there h
were few additional cases of sickness, the hospital patients gen- M
erally improved, and from that time forward the Thirty- sj

seventh may properly be spoken of as enjoying exceptionally >1

good health. In front of the parade a small stream flowed, ij

giving an abundance of pure water, and on the eminence beyond,

opposite the right of the regiment, were the head-quarters of

Colonel Edwards and his staff, with the hospital adjacent. From
the little cluster of tents the otllccrs could look out upon a beau-

tiful and animated si.-ene, and may Avell have indulged feelings

of pride at the spectacle.

Important changes among the otlicefs liad taken place during

the winter. The first following those noted at the close of tlio
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previous chapter was the resignation from December 20, 1802,

of First Lieutenant J. Milton Fuller of Company I. The va-

cancy was filled by the promotion of Second Lieutenant Charles

Phelps and of Orderly Sergeant F. Edward Gray of the same

company to first and second lieutenants respectively. The res-

ignation of Lieutenant-Colonel Alonzo E. Goodrich* took effect

January 16, 18G3, ;^Lajor George L. Montague advancing and

Captain Eugene A. Allen becoming major. First Lieutenant

^[ason AV. Tyler of Company F in turn became its captain, and

in consequence Second Lieutenant George H. Hyde of Company
D was promoted, but Avas assigned to Company B, taking the

place of First Lieutenant Thomas F. Plunkett, Jr., who after

having commanded Company E for a time was detailed as an

aide on the staff of General Devens. First Sergeant George N.

Jones of Company F was commissioned second lieutenant and

filled the vacancy in Company D's roster. Quartermaster

Daniel J. Dodge resigned January 28, and his place was filled

hy the promotion of Second Lieutenant Edward Bridgman of

Company G; First Sergeant John S. Bradley of Company B
becoming second lieutenant in Company G. First Lieutenant

Joshua A. Loornis of Comjiany H was on the 2-")th of February

assigned to the command of Company E, which had thus far in

its history i)een unfortunate in having a succession of tem-

i>orary commanders in the absence of Captain Hopkins on staff

duty. It Tuay not be amiss to say that under the firm and skill-

ful hand of Lieutenant Loomis the commaud improved rapidly

in efficiency and morale. March 9 Captain Peter Dooley of

Company K was discharged. Previous to this he had from

Xovember 20 ])cen absent from the regiment on account of an

injured ankle, though much of the time on duty in charge of

convalescents rei)orted to their regiments. In 1.5 trips between

the hospitals and the front, often in charge of detachments

t numbering hundreds, he did not lose a man by desertion or

[ *Mr. Gocolrich w.\s a sul>staiiti,'il nnd rospcc'-cd citizen of I'itt-^field. In every relation ai life

f li.; was enthusiastic, p.itriutic, loy.il. To his native town, wiiich was his htt-lOiVj; home, I.l-

r h ivc liiieraliy of his --LTvico an. i his couii>i:l Chi'-i'ii Sticctman in i'^'>4, he was annualiv
f'^-electecl to that position by an a;'prcclatlve consiltin-ticy ;i» Ion/ as h'j lived, the last 12 years of
li;3 i:te bein:j; (k-voted to the service of tho town. He died Kchniary 25, i"^"*i, after a loii<r Illness,
at the a^e of (A, deeply mourned by a wide circle of pcr'^onal friends. Truthfully iiiicUt it be saiti

ot him th.vi he was " a faithful and zualoas jjublic servant, a true {ri?nd and an upri_/ht mati,"
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otherwise. First Lieutenant Mulloy succeeded him as captain

of Company K, Lieutenant Chandlcy was advanced in turn, and

First Sergeant Michael Harrigan of the same company became

its second lieutenant. Assistant Surgeon Joshua J. Ellis ceased

to hold that position on the 27th of March, and was succeeded

by Dr. Albert L. Mitchell of Boston. Dr. Ellis died at New-
port, R. I., during the summer. In the non-commissioned staff

John E. Banks of Company G succeeded Thomas Porter Jr., :i;

quartermasier sergeant, Jtmuary 1; but the latter remained in

the department as clerk throughout, rendering valuable and aj*-

preciated service.





CHAPTER VII

THE ARMY UNDER HOOKER.

EVENTS IN THE WEST.—CHANCELLORSVILLE.

—

MARYE'S HIGHTS

AND SALEil CHURCH.

We must now glance very briefly at the progress of the great

struggle on other parts of the vast arena. Over the disputed

territory of Tennessee and the adjacent regions great armies

were surging back and forth, the advantage shifting from one

banner to the other, but generally favoring the Union arms

whenever the test of decisive battle was reached. Following the

battle of Pittsburg Landing, April 7, 1SG2, Beauregard with the

remains of his army had fallen back to Corinth, Miss., which

place he evacuated late in May on the approach of the Union

army under General Halleck. During the following month

General Pope, who had joined the combined armies operating

against Beauregard, was summoned to Washington to take com-

mand of the Army of Virginia, and in July Halleck followed

to assume direction from the national Capital of all the Federal

armies. The armies at Corinth now separated, General Grant

being assigned to the Department of West Tennessee while Buell

witli the Army of the Ohio operated against General Bragg, who

had succeeded Beauregard in the command of the Confederate

army. Tennessee and Kentucky were now free of any consid-

erable bodies of Southern troops, and after arranging his army

to protect Xashville, Bucll contemplated the occupation of Chat-

tanooga, an imjiortant strategic point near the Georgia bounda-

ry, when he found that Br;igg. moving by way of northern Ala-

Itaniu, iiad ahvady }>as.sed througii rhe phiee and was pushing to

the northward past the Ict'c Ihmk of the Union army. Crossing

the Cumberland at Carthage, the Confederates moved directly
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toward Louisville, Ky., while ut the same time a smaller force

under E. Kirby Smitli had entered the state through Cumber-

land Gap, and on August 30 defeated General Xelson at Rich-

mond. At Munfordsville, Bragg encountered a small but deter-

mined garrison commanded by Colonel John T. Wilder, which

after three days' resistance was forced to surrender on the 17th

of Sei>tember; but the time gained had enabled Buell to over-

take his antagonist, and for several days the- two armies maneu-

vered and a battle was expected. Finally the Confederates

withdrew to the eastward, Buell marchetl to Louisville and pro-

visioned his troops, and on the 30th moved once more in search

of Bragg. A severe battle ensued at Perryville, Ky., October 8,

and during the night Bragg retired leaving his dead and wounded

on the held, and retreated toward Cumberland Gap. Buell fol-

lowed the retiring invaders without further engagement till he

felt obliged to concentrate his army toward Xashville, and Octo-

ber 30 he was relieved of his command and succeeded by Gen-

eral Rosecrans.

On the departure of General Poi)e fw AVashington his western

command had been given to General Rosecrans. and about the

middle of September the latter was ordered by Grant to move

with the Army of the ilississippi against the Southern General

Sterling Price, who on the 10th had occupied Ltka, ^Miss., cap-

turing considerable amounts of government property. Rosecrans

moved vigorously and on the 19th fought the battle of luka.

Price retired during tJie night, in season to escape the cooperat-

ing column of General Ord, who was moving to the assistance

of Rosecrans, giving to the Federal forces the prestige of victory

though the engagement itself had been indecisive. Rosecrans

concentrated his forces at Corinth, where on the od of Octobt-r

he was attacked by the combined armies of Price and Van Dorn.

under the command of the latter. From early morning till

noon of the following day the a.-^sailants fought desperately.

Corinth was the military key to Wi =torn Tennessee, and it con-

taincil vast quantities of stores and sujiplies, but though one

assault followed another with destructive fury and at great cost

to the Confederates, they achicveii no permanent success, and by
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noon of the -ith were in full retreat. On the following day Gen-

eral Ord intercepted the fugitives at the Uatchee, and inflicted

further loss upon them, being himself severely wounded, and

Rosecrans pursued Van Dorn's flying columns for 60 miles, till

recalled by General Grant.

With the prestige of these vigorous acts fresh in the public

mind, Rosecrans succeeded to the command of Buell's army,

much to the popular satisfaction, so impatient had the loyal

people become of the delays of campaigns East and West. Hence-

forth this command was designated as the Army of the Cum-
berland, and it was at this time organized as the Fourteenth

Corps, though on the 9th of January following it was divided

into the Fourteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first, under the

command, respectively, of Generals Thomas, McCook and Crit-

tenden, Following the battle of Perryville, Bragg concentrated

his army at Murfreesboro, 30 miles from Nashville, threatening

the latter city, and on the 7tli of Xovember General McCook
reached the city Avith Rosecrans's right grand division just in

time to prevent a threatened attack by General Forrest. The
two armies watched each other till late in December, when Rose-

crans, annoyed by the extensive cavalry raiding of Forrest in his

rear, with jMorgan operating in Kentucky, moved forward his

entire force and on the last day of the year opened the terrible

battle of Stone River or Murfreesboro. The opposing forces

were in position the night before, and by one of the singular

coincidences of war each commander decided to make a very

vigorous atttick in the morning with his left on the right wing
of his antagonist. Bragg Avas the first to deliver battle, and

wliile Rosecrans was moving his own forces to the assault he vras

iistonished to tind his entire right swept back by a resistless on-

slaught. His purpose of attark Avas at once abandoned, and

every energy devoted to resistance of the Confederates, who still

continued to SAveep back ilcCook's right Aving, though Sheridan's

division fought bra\'cly, repelling three desperate attacks and

holding the enemy at bay for four hours, when Avith ammunition

exhausted they were ol)liged at last to give way. As tliii last

division of the right Aving gave way the Confederate advance
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struck and seriously involved the center, where the iron courage

of General Thomas and his command inspired some of the most

obstinate fighting of modern times. At last the firm lines

withstood the shock of the repeated rebel onsets, and the heroic

Federal commander saw the attacking legions break and drift

away in fragments, and knew that the impetuosity of their dasli

had spent itself. The Union loss had been severe, in some com-

mands terrible, and included the commander of McCook's Sec-

ond Division, General Sill, and Colonel Kirk commanding a

brigade, as well as Garesche, the chief of staii to Eosecraus,

whose head was carried away by a shell that barely missed his

commander. To the position thus tragically made vacant Gen-

eral Garfield was appointed a few weeks later. For two days

Bragg sought in vain to pierce the Federal lines. In every case

his demonstrations were met with such determination that he

realized the hopelessness of his task. Tow*ard the close of the

2d of January one more desperate effort was made to drive the

Union forces from a position across the river threatening the

Confederate right; but it only resulted in severe loss to the at-

tacking party, which was forced back for a considerable distance

and the whole position occupied by Bragg put in such peril that

he gave the order for a general retreat on the night of the 3d.

Concentrating and intrenching near Tullahoma, some 40 miks

south of Murfrcesboro, General Bragg placed his army in winter

quarters, while General Eosecrans devoted his energies to the

repair of his communications and to strengtlieuing the weak

spots in the organization of his army, in which the next few

months were spent.

West of the .]\[ississippi the situation had not greatly changed

during the fall and winter. In Missouri General Blunt had

operated vigorously, defeating the Confederates under Marma-

duke at Boston Mountains, November 28, and following this

victory by one over Hindman at Prairie Grove on the Ttli of

December, practically freeing the state from any organized rebel

army. 'J'exas, however, where so earnest a stand hail been ma'lc

against secession, seemed now utterly abandoned by the national

government. Calveston had been occupied by three companies
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of the Forty-second Massachusetts regiment, supported by a fleet

of giin-boat3 in the harbor, but on the first day of January,

1803, the fleet Avas dispersed by tliat of the Confederates and

General Magrudcr easily captured the handful of infantry left

unprotected in the streets. With the exception of an insignifi-

cant force at certain points on the Kio Grande, no Union soldiers

were left in Texas.

All other interests in that region were now subordinated to

the supreme object of opening the Mississippi. With that vast

waterway under the national control, cutting off the great trans-

Mississippi region whence enormous quantities of supplies were

furnished the Confederates, a powerful blow would be struck

against the cause of disunion. Already great progress had been

made, so that at only two points—Vicksburg and Port Hudson

—

did the secessionists retain control. These posts, admirably

adapted to the command of the river, had been strengthened by

every device known to engineering skill. At Vicksburg the first

battery on the Mississippi had been built, from which on the

18th of Januar}', 18C1, the steamer A. 0. Tyler had been fired

on. Here General Lovell had retreated with his army when the

approach of General Butler drove him from Xew Orleans, and

in May he was followed by Farragut's fleet, the batteries at Port

Hudson not being completed. Fire was opened by Farragut,

but the siege was not prosecuted, and toward the end of July,

18G2, he returned to New Orleans. On the 7th of September

tlic first fight with the batteries at Port Hudson occurred, and
the Federal naval commander found the river practically closed

to his vessels at that point.

Early in November General Grant began the concentration of

his available forces for a vigorous campaign against Vicksburg,

and was pressing forward with all speed when the capture of his

depot of supplies at Holly Springs by Van Dorn obliged him
to retire to Grand Junction till the loss could be repaired, and

this respite gave General Pcmberton time to concentrate his

command for tlie defense of the threatened siroiiirhold. Ac tliis

lime Grant divided his Army of tlie Tennessee into four corps

—

the Thirteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth, com-
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manded respectively by Gencnils McClernand, Sherman, Hurlbut

and McPherson. On the 20th of December,—the day of Van

Dora's successful raid on Grant's supplies,—Sherman left

Memphis, Admiral Porter's fleet transporting his troojis down

the Mississippi and up the Yazoo to the rear of Yicksburg,

where tliey debarked on the 2(>th, and three days later unsuccess-

fully attacked the Confederates in a strong position at Chickasaw

Bayou. This movement having thus proved a failure, the idea

of a flank attack on Pemberton was abandoned, A week later

McClernand joined forces with Sherman and took command,

being the senior oflicer, and January 11, 1863, the land forces in

conjunction with the fleet captured Fort Ilindmau, on the

Arkansas river, with its garrison of some 5,500 men. The next

notable attempt was to cut a canal across the long peninsula

opposite Yicksburg, in the hope of diverting the river from its

natural course; but after two months of incredible exertions in

swamps, bayous and forests, the rise of the river compelled the

abandonment of the scheme. On the 2d of February General

Grant reached Young's Point and assumed personal command
of the operations, and the following night the Queen of the

West of Porter's fleet ran the batteries, destroyed four Confed-

erate vessels below, and returned without serious damage. On
a second passage this vessel was lost through the treachery of a

pilot, and similar attempts followed, attended with more or less

success, but it was demonstrated that the batteries could be

passed, and Grant presently decided on one of the boldest move-

ments known to military history. This was no less than to move

his army on the west side of the river far below Yicksburg, cross

the Mississippi by transports which Porter would undertake to

run past the batteries, throw his force between the Confederate

armies in Mississippi, defeat thum in detail and capture Yicks-

burg. This plan, daring as it was, the indomitable genius of its

originator carried out almost exactly.

Porter successfully passed Yicksburg with the vessels required,

but at (rrand <.«ulf, near the mouth of tlio Big lUack rivcr.

he found other strong batteries which lie iuetrcL'tually attacked

on tho 2'Jth of April, but that nigiit ran his transports past

I
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them and immediately moved the waiting army across the river,

nenerul McClernand's command encountered and defeated tlic

Confederates nndcr General John Bowen on the Ist of May,

which defeat necessitated the alxmdonment of the works at

Grand Gulf. On the Sth General Sherman, who had been oper-

ating against Haines BlufE with the gun-boats, joined Grant on

the Big Black, and the march toward Jackson was promptly

taken up. General J. E. Johnston, the ablest of the Southern

chieftains in the West, was reported on his way to assume per-

sonal command of all the troops in that vicinity, but when he

came he found only broken fragments. On the 12th McPherson's

corps defeated General Gregg at Raymond, and two days later

the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps defeated the Confederates

at Jackson and captured the place. Finding that Pemberton

was seeking to strike him in the rear. Grant now faced about,

and on the ICth met and defeated his antagonist at Champion

Hills. Pemberton fell back to a strong position on the Big

Black, but on the following day he was attacked and driveu

with such vigor that he was unable to destroy the bridge over

which his troops retreated, and on the 19th he found himself

forced Ijack upon Vicksburg by the victorious Federals. A com-

bined and desperate assault upon the fortifications there was

made on the 22d, but it was bloodily repulsed, when Grant,

ciianging his base of supplies to the Yazoo, settled down to a

siege of the place. Among the troops which came to his rein-

forcement at this time were two divisions of the Ninth Corps

under General Parke, detached duriug the winter from the

Army of the Potomac. The course of the siege cannot be fol-

lowed here ; sutlice it to say that it was pressed with desperate

energy and valiantly resisted. On the 15th of June General

McClernand, who had, in an order to his command, allowed

?ome reflocticu on General Grant, was relieved from command of

the Thirteenth Corps and succeeded by General E. 0. C. Ord.

General Butler was relieved from the command of the Depart-

ment of the <;ulf, Xoveml>er 9. ISii-l, and a week later General

X. P. Banks succeeded him, with head-(|uarters at Xew Orleans.

A thorough campaign was at once planned. Baton Rouge being





134 THE ARMY UNDER HOOKER.

reoccupiod by a force under General Grover, and during the

succeeding months General ])ick Taylor, the Soutliern com-

mander, was driven from point to point till his army was effect-

iially scattered. Crossing the Mississippi at Bayou Sara, Bank=

moved down from tlie north toward Port Hudson, wliile General

Augur approached on the south, and on the 2-ith of ^lay the

investment was complete. Here, too, strong assaults were made.

but stubbornly repulsed by the garrison under General Gardner,

and the slower process of siege became necessary.

This, then, was the situation in the West and Southwest at the

end of June, 1863: Burnside, relieved of the command of the

Army of the Potomac, had been assigned to East Tennessee,

where he was gathering a considerable army; Van Dorn's com-

mand—that officer having been killed in a personal quarrel by

'a Dr. Peters—had Joined Bragg at Tullahoma, against whom

Rosecraus was preparing to move: Grant was besieging Pember-

ton at Vicksburg, and Banks performing a like service for

Gardner at Port Hudson.

Ficturu we now to the Army of the Potomac, of which, on tin-

26th of January, 18G3, General Joseph Hooker had taken com-

mand, Sumner and Franklin retiring at the same time. Thi-

former died soon after of disease while preparing to take a

command in the West, and the latter had no further connection

with the Army of the Potomac. The new commander at once

bent his energies to the reorganization of his command, and as his

accession followed close on the '•' mud march,'' there was abund-

ant opportunity for the exercise of his genius. There was unmis-

takably much demoralization. Desertions had been frequent

and the absentees from the army at this time, including all

causes, amounted to nearly 85,000. Many of these were sick or

wounded, or on furlough, but these causes did not by any mean.'^

cover the entire numljer. Better food, better clothing and better

sanitary regulations were at once ordered, and what seemed

mountains of diseouragemcnt to former commanders were n<'\^'

made to crive wuv. Vciretables in some form were issued wnh

regularity, ovens were built for the ]>aking of soft bread, ration.-

lost or damaged when in the possession of the soldier were re-
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{ilaced, sinks caiid drainage received careful attention, and with

thuse Jind many other evidences of a lively interest in the phys-

ical welfare of his command, General Hooker won the confidence

and strengthened the morale of his men. At the opening of the

ChanccUorsville campaign the Army of the Potomac was un-

doubtedly in the finest physical condition known to its history.

The desertions, which were reported as reaching 200 per day at

the time Hooker took command, soon nearly ceased, and a

judicious system of brief furloughs gave an added incentive to

excellence in soldierly duties.

In the organization of the ormy many changes occurred. The

system of grand divisions was abolished, and in the place of the

Ninth Corps, which left the Army of the Potomac during the

winter, the Eleventh had been added. General Sigel, its recent

commander, being succeeded by General 0. 0. Howard, to the

serious displeasure of its large German element. But two of the

corps commanders at Frederi(ksl)urg remained—General Rey-

nolds of the First and General Couch of the Second. The Third

was under General Daniel E. Sickles. General George G, Meade

advanced from the Third Division of the First Corj)s to com-

mand the Fifth Corps, General John Sedgwick left the Second

Division of the Second Corps to command the Sixth Corps, suc-

ceeding General W. F. Smith, assigned to duty in North Caro-

lina. The Twelfth Corps was under General H. W. Slocum,

advanced from the command of the First Division, Sixth Corps.

The make-up of the Sixth Corps during the Chancellorsville

cam})aign may be thus described: The First Division, under

General Brooks, previously commander of the Vermont Brigade,

Mas composed of the First or New Jersey Brigade, General Tor-

bert, the Second, General Bartlett. and the Third, General

David A. "Russell, promoted November 30, 18G2, from the colonel-

cy of the Seventh ilassachusetts. General Howe's Second Divis-

ion consisted of the Second or Vermont Brigade, Colonel

L. A. Grant, and the Third, General Neill. The First Brigade

of this divi.-^ion liad been broken up. and a •' Light Division''

f<»nned, under the L-oniniand of Colonel Ijurnham, composed of

the Fifth Wisconsin, Sixth Maine, Thirty-first and Forty-third
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New York and Sixty-first Pennsylvania. The Third Division,

now under General John Newton, one of the most thorongli I

engineers in the army, saw many changes among its commami- f

ers. General Dovens having been appointed to the command i.f

a division in the Eleventh Corps, his brigade became the Sccon<i.

and passed to the command of Colonel Browne of the Thirty-

sixth New York, the senior regimental commander at the time. |

Colonel Wheaton having been commissioned a brigadier-general i
|

at the time of Colonel Riissell's promotion, and assigned to the j
j

command of the Third Brigade. The First Brigade was com-

manded by General Alexander Shaler. Colonel Horatio Itoger.-

succeeded Wheaton in the Second Rhode Island, and Coloiai

Thomas D. Johns was assigned to the Seventh.

Especial effort had been made by General Hooker to organize

the cavalry of his command as an important nrm of the service,

which thus far it had never been. The entire available force oi j=|

this arm was consolidated under General Stoneman, and at the

opening of the campaign it comprised an efficient total of sonu-

12,000 men. Including the cavalry, Hooker's army now num-

bered not far from 125,000, of which he might well say that it

was ''the finest army on this planet."

It was during this period of reconstruction that the system of

corps badges was adopted by General Hooker's order for the in-

stant identification of the different commands. The tigure>

adopted for the seven corps of the Army of the Potomac were:

First, a disk; Second, a trefoil; Third, a diamond; Fifth, a

Maltese cross; Sixth, a Greek cross; Eleventh, a crescent:

Twelfth, a star. The color for the first division of each corps
|

was red, for the second white, and for the third blue—employ- f

ing in regular order the three national colors. Small cloiii
|

badges of the projicr figure and color were sewn upon the tap> I

of the men's caps or on the left side of hats when Avorn, and tli'- ?

head-quarters ilags of the divisions and brigades vv'ore thus dis- f

tinguished: First division, a red figure on a white ground;

second, a white figure on a blue ground: third, a blue llgure "''

a white fliig. The Hags of divisions were rectangular, of l)rig:uK-.'"

triangular. The brigade Hags being of the same color as those |

If

.1 :

If

i ;
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of the division, with the corps badge in tlic coiter, tlie number

of the brigade was thus designated: First, a ])lain Hag; second,

a stripe or border next the staff; third, the same on the three

sides of the Hag: fourth, a sector at each of the tlirec corners.

The color of tliese borders was that supplementing the body of

the flag and the corps badge, the Second Brigade, Third Division,

ilius having a white flag with a blue cross in the center and a red

bar next the staff. This excellent system, which was soon adopted

by nearly every corps of the Union armies West and South, was

the outgrowth of a device of General Kearney during the penin-

sular campaign to distinguish the otficers of his division, who for

a time were all obliged to dress in the uniforms of enlisted men.

After the death of that gallant officer at Chantilly, those who liad

fought under him continued to wear the badge in his memory.
The Confederate force at this time opposed to Hooker con-

sisted of something over 60,000 men, so disposed as to be easily

concentrated at any point where they might be needed, while

for 25 miles along their front, from United States Ford above

Fredericksburg to Port Royal below, extended a system of in-

I
trenchment as perfect as military skill highly favored by the

I
contour of the country could jiroduce. Behind these defenses

I lay the four divisions of '' Stonewall" Jackson's Second Corps,

3 commanded re-spectively by Generals A. P. Hill, D. II. Hill,

Trimble and Early, with two divisions of Lougstreet's First

Corps, under Generals Anderson and i\rcLaws, Longstreet in

l)erson with his other two divisions having been sent to the

south of Eichmond in February, to 0})erate against Creneral Peck.

The plan of attack which Hooker decided ujjon might be

called an elaboration of Burnside's January attempt which liad

V ended in the mud. Brietiy stated, it was to tlirow the main

f body of his army far around the left of the Confederate position,

I

while a demonstration in force was nuide at the old battle-ground

tiear the city, to eover tlie real intention; meantime 10.000 cav-

alry under Stoncman were to raid as far and as vigorously as

I [lossible against the enemy's lines of communication.

I
The cavalry on both sides had already become active. On the

I
8th of March the guerrilla leader John S. Moseby dashed into





I
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the village of Fairfax Court House Avith a small force, captun ij

several prisoners, among tliem Colonel Stoughton, the com-

mander of the Vermont nine-months' brigade which was doinir

duty in that vicinity, and escaj)ed without loss, the affair occur-

ring at the dead of night and Colonel Stoughton being taken

from his bed. At Kelly's Ford on the 17th occurred the iir.-^t

purely cavalry fight in the history of the Army of the Potomac,

a force under General Averell encountering the brigade of Fit/. | j

Ilugh Lee, with whom a sharp but not decisive engagement
|

occurred. t

Meantime the events transpiring in and about Camp Edwanlo I

convinced its occupants that they must soon expect again to I i

meet the enemy. The early part of March, following the occn- 1

1

pation of the new quarters, was especially stormy and disagret'-

able, but toward the close of the month the skies brightened ami

the mud gradually gave place to firm earth. Xearly every day

was marked by the occurrence of inspection, review or -brigadv

drill. On the 2d of April, which was Fast day in Massachu-

setts, the division was reviewed by General Sedgwick, and on |i

the following day by General Hooker; the memorable review «'f |

the army by President Lincoln taking place on the Sth. Thr
|

latter occasion was one of much interest to those Avho then fur f

the first time saw the President. The Thirty-seventh regiment

was on the right of the massive line, and the reviewing party

rode down almost in front of its colors, Mr. Lincoln uncoveriii-

his head as its flags drooi)ed low, the artillery thundered and the

bands at the right began to play. Great was the contrast l-c- |

tween that plain, modest man,—almost awkward in his movt- I

ments, his naturally furrowed face more deeply worn bv tho |
load of care whi(;]i he had so lon^ borne,—and his mafrnific(.'nt f

escort of richly dressed officers, the embodiment of militarv ponij'

and splendor, ilany a man in the ranks noted that contrast as

the cavalcade moved down the line, and it is not too much to say

that from that momentary glimpse many a heart beat mor'.-

warmly and kindly toward ••Honest Abe." *•'

The di\isiou was called out again on the 11th for review by ;

visiting Swiss genenil, and on the 11th the ex])ected marching

I-
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orders came. The campaign had begun, a cavalry force being

jiushed across the Kap})ahannock at Kelly's Ford to feel the way

for the infantry, but that night a severe rain-storm set in and

the movement was {)ostponed, tlic furious storm raising the

river so rapidly that the cavalry with some difficulty recrossed to

the northern side.

One sad experience was still in store for the brigade before it

should again meet tlie enemy. General Devcns had been as-

signed to the command of the First Division of the Eleventh

Corps, and on tlie afternoon of April 21 a brigade dress parade

was held at which the honored commander in affecting words

took leave of his command. From the opening days of the

peninsular campaign the present relation had existed, with but

temporary interruption in the previous autumn when General

Devens had commanded the division; and as the speaker referred

to the faithful services of his command in whatever j^osition it

had been placed, and the sincere regret he felt in leaving them,

with an expression of his confidence that in the future they

would render equally faithful service to the cause of Union,

those who heard felt that he spoke no perfunctory words.*

That evening the detachment of the Fiftieth Xew York reg-

iment of Engineers which had been encamped just south of the

Thirty-seventh in charge of a ponton train broke camp and dis-

appeared in the direction of the river, and an invitation to fol-

•General Devens was severely wounded in the foot at Chancellorsville, May 2, and after the

draft riots of the followirt: July, rot beinp able to return to active duty in the field, he was as-

signed to command the Nlassachusetts draft rendezvous in Boston harbor, where he remained 1:11

the following sprins; when he rL'oir.ed the army in the field, taking a command in the Eighteenth

Corps at the special request if Oeneral W. F. Smith, its commander, having part in the encrage-

nients at Port Waltlul, Arrowiield Church, etc., under General Butler, then operating from Ber-

muda HundriLd. When, a little later, three divisions were sent under Cieneral Smith to join the

Amiy of the Potomac, General Devens comm.inded one of them—a provisional division of three

bricrades from the Tenth Corps. With this he foii;;ht bravely at Cold Harbor, but was soon after

prostrated by rheumatic fc%er, serv-nj; during conv.ilescence as jiresident of a military ccmm:--s..n

for the tri.d of variois clas^rs of otTen'iers and when recovered was a<sic;ned by General Ord to

tiie command of tlie Urst I'ivision of the Ki;liteenth Corps. At the reor.;ani7.ation of the Army
of the J.imes he took command of the Third Division of the Twenty-foiinh Corps, which w.is the

first command to enter the city of Richmond, lor :^allantry and ^^oou conduct at this time he
was at request of Genera! Grant brevetted maior-peneral. remaminir in command of the di\-ision

till the corps was mustered out of service. He wis then appointed to the command of the X.^nh-

east tnilitare district of Vir'.:in:a, and at the end of Aujust was ordered to the command of the

milu.irv district cf CI .irh'-.con, enibracins: the easti.rn section of South C.i'c'.ina.^ where he re-

m.iiie.i till t! f sprin.; . f i'-'-'-. wl'.et) he w is iiu stt-rcd out. alter aimost iive ve:.rs of very ho'-.ora-

i>!e service. In Ai>r 1, 1V.7, he was appointed a iu.^.;e of the supciiir court of Ma.s-sachusi-tts. .ind

protnoled m October, iStj, to the bench of the >opr:me judiual court of the state. Res^^ninc;

this pi'sition to serve as .uii'mey-irenerul ol tlie Ui:ited States in I'resident H.i.ye.-'s c.iL'inet, i.e

was on the expiration of his term re-appointed a iudqe of the supreme judicial court of Massachu-

setts, which position he holds at this writing (,iSi+).
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low thcni was hourly expected. That afternoon the regiment
was sent ou picket duty for three days, during wliich time it T

rained almost without cessation, so that on the return to camp l
|

no further changes had taken i)lace. The paymaster made a I
j

welcome visit on the 2oth, paying the regiment for four months' I
;

service to [March 1, and on the 2rth the brigade was drilled and I j

had a dress parade under its new commander, Colonel W. H. \\
Browne. Final orders were received at the same time to be I

j

ready to move early in the morning. f
|

It was not till 3 o'clock of the following afternoon, however, I
j

that the order to march was heard. Tlien, by a circuitous route. I I

through a drizzling rain, a few miles were made and the rcgi-
\ j

meut halted for the night on the north slope of the Stafford } 1

hills, out of siglit of the Confederates across the stream but I j

within easy distance of the Eai:»pahannock. It was not fpute | j

comfortable for the men to lie down in their wet garments with- (

out the privilege of making fires to boil a cup of coffee, Init I *

every one submitted cheerfully and slept well till early morning, I
j

when rapid firing in the direction of the river brought every * •

sleeper to his feet. Presently the brigade marched down to f \

the vicinity of the river, halting very near the spot Avhere in I i

Dccemljcr they had waited for orders to cross. But this time u '

lodgment had already l)een made on the opposite bank. During
;

the night ponton bridges had been quietly laid at Franklin's < \

crossing of the previous l^attle and at Pollock's Mills, a mile f ]

below. Small parties had been pushed over in boats, capturing I
j

the enemy's pickets at each point and saving the engineers from ? i

the annoyance of their musketry. Bridges being hastilv laid, j j

Brooks's division of the Sixth Corps crossed at the upper and '

]

Wadsworth's division of the First at the lower, and established : i

tlit'ir lines on the Spottsylvania side. The enemy showing no J
j

disposition to dispute tiie occupancy of the historic plain, tin- \ \

Third Corps, which had been detached to sup})ort the movement, »
j

niarelied rapidly up the river di United States Ford, to eo- •

o[terate in the main movement directed by Hooker in person.
During that niglit and the following day everytliing remaim-d . :

<iuiet in Sedgwiek's command, those of his troops on the left f l
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bank of the river pitching their slielter tents and experiencing

no furtlier excitement than an occasional artillery duel and

the sounds of distant skirmishing as the detachments across the

river felt the position of the enemy in their front. On the

evening of the 30th the Thirty-seventh were detailed to accom-

pany a ponton train up the river, some of the bridges having

been taken up. The journey was made to the vicinity of Banks's

Ford, and it was 8 o'clock next morning when the thoroughly

weary regiment returned to its place in the brigade, and the

men slept most of the day, falling in near night to march

around the base of the hill and up over its crest, thence down to

the plain, repeating the operation till darkness shut the perform-

ance from the sight of the enemy for whose benefit it was under-

taken, to give the impression of a movement in force at that

point. In fact the left was being weakened, for the First Corps

was now ordered to the right to assist in Hooker's main attack,

leaving Sedgwick with but his own corps and Gibbon's division

of the Second. Let us now sketch the fortunes of the main army.

According to the programme, during the night of April 2S,

the Fifth, Eleventh and Twelfth Corps crossed the Rappahan-

nock at Kelly's Ford, and the following night forded the

Rjipidan—the Fifth at Ely's Ford and the others at Gernumna.

The Second Corps moved by way of United States Ford, a short

distance below the junction of the two rivers, and as soon as the

Rapidan was passed above they also crossed and pushed forward,

the four corps on the night of the 30th bivouacking at Chancel-

lorsvillo, a point on the Orange turnpike ten miles southwest of

Fredericksburg, marked by a single brick house, which Hooker
made his head-quarters. The Third Corps now moved up from
the left, crossed at United States Ford and hastened to the sup-

port of those in advance. The general commanding was greatly

elated l>y tlic success which had thus far attended his niove-

nionts. Although the 02)eration8 of the cavalry had been de-

layed by high water, so that Stoneuian f:iiled to render the

efticient service that had bem counted on, the column was now
on its way toward RichiiKmd. while more than 50,(i00 infantry

under the iuimediate command of their valiant chieftain had
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readied a position of his selection directly in rear of the Con-

federate intrenched line. There was a substantial foundation

for the congratulatory order issued by Hooker and read to every

regiment in his army, in which he said :
" It is with heartfelt

satisfaction that the command inp^ general announces to the army

that the operations of the last three days have determined that

our enemy must either ingloriously tly, or come out from behind

his defenses and give us battle on our own ground, where cer-

tain destruction awaits him."

The enemv had no thought of flying, though even so able a

general as Lee might well shrink from tlie peril of his position.

Ilis army was at once disposed to meet the changed situation.

Leaving what seemed an adequate force under General Early to

hold tlfe bights in front of Sedgwick, Lee with all his availal)le

troops prepared to dispute the Federal advance. Hooker, finding

the ground about Chaucellorsville unfavorable to military ojier-

atious, pushed forward his left, composed of the Fifth Corp-s

within view of Banks's Ford, while the Twelfth Corps advanced

along the plank road till it encountered Stonewall Jackson s

troops, when, after a brisk engagement, it was decided to con-

centrate and intrench near Chaucellorsville and aAvait the rebel

attack, if one was intended. The position of the Union arniv

on the 2d of Mav mav be briefly stated. The First Corps luid

crossed the Rappahannock at United States Ford and was hei.l

in reserve near tiiere; the left of Hooker's main line was forme

i

by the Fifth Cori)S, wliich extended from the sharp bend in tlie

Rappahannock where Mineral Spring Run empties into the

parent stream. Its line of battle faced in a southeasterly direc-

tion and was joined and prolonged by the Second Corps. Then

the line bent around so as to face due south in front of the

Chancellor house, where the Twelfth Corps was posted, and on

the right of this the Third Corps began to face to the southwest.

TMie cairve in tliis direction was still more pronounced at the

extreme riglit, formed by the Eleventh Corps. This tlank wa^

the weak point in the Federal position, being " in the air
"—

that is, having no protection against the attack of an enemy on

the llauk or rear. True there seemed very slight probability of
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any such attack, as the weak Hank might be considered safely

swung around behind the main line,—but that proved exactly

what the Confederates were to successfully attempt. A direct

attack could liardly bo tliought of, and the shrewd Jackson pro-

posed to execute his fayorite movement, and passing entirely

around the Federal army, strike one of his characteristic blows,

swift and terrible, on the flank which from the position of the

army could not but be "weak.

It was impossible to entirely conceal the movement of his

column, as it ])assed over an elevation some distance to the

south of the Union lines, but its purpose was wholly mistaken,

l)eing construed by the enthttsiastic Hooker into an attempt to

retreat. Geueral Sickles with his Third Corps moved forw^ard

to attack it, and achieved some success, but in doing so left a

great gap between the threatened Eleventh and Twelfth Corps,

which came near sacrificing the entire army. Gaining his cov-

eted position with no suspicion on the Federal side of his

destination, Jackson, late in the afternoon, hastily formed his

lines and swept down upon the .fated corps. Devens's division

of two brigades, on the extreme right, was the first to receive

the shock. The men with stacked arms were idling about or

cooking their suppers when the Confederate lines came crashing

through the thicket, 'Not more than a round or two could be

fired before the great Avaves of gray swept over and around the

slight defenses and through the camps which a moment before

had seemed established in the midst of profound peace. Almost

at the opening of the attack General Devens, while trying to

rally and hold his command against the onset, was severely

wounded, and uvery colonel and geueral in the. division was

either disabled or captured. The broken division rolled back

upon that of Scliurz, next to it, and the latter crumbled away

almost without a blow, but Steiuwehr's division, the Second,

formed a line in the face of the triumphant foe and momentarily

checked his progress. Yet tlie two brigades, strengthened by

a few of the fugitives from the rest of the corps, could not

long withstand the triumphant fury of the attack, and presently

the entire Eleventh Corps was driven to the rear, a panic-stricken
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mass of fugitives. A scene of the most terrible excitement and

confusion followed, during which, amidst tlie general rout,

occurred some of the grandest instances of heroism known to

history. A handful of men here and there opposed the relent-

less advance, laying their lives down with a smile in order tliat

time might be gained for bringing fresh batteries into position

and forming new lines in the rear.

By superhuman exertions a respectable opposition was at last

made to the Confederate advance, and there came a lull in tht-

storm of battle. Jackson's attack had thus far been made by

the divisions of Rodes and Colston, and as these were much dis-

organized, the troops commanded In' A. P. Hill were placed in

front, and though it was now dark, Jackson contemplated a

continuance of the fight. Before his arrangements were com-

pleted he was fired iii)on by his own men and received wounds
from which he died a Aveek later, depriving the Confederacy of

one of its ablest chieftains. Hill received a disabling wound
shortly after, and General J. E. B. Stuart, who took temporary

command of Jackson's corps, decided not to fight any more tliat

night. Morning witnessed a renewal of the struggle, and till

noon it raged incessantly. General Hooker was stunned by a

shell striking a jtillar against which he was leaning, seriously

compromising the safety of his entire army, the center of which

was steadily pushed back, in spite of the most desperate lighting,

till the divided wings of the Confederate army were reunited

and orders were issued for a combined advance along the whole

line to complete the Aictory, It was at this time that news came
to the Southern commander of Sedgwick's movements, which

caused him to pause, and the battle of the main armies was not

again renewed with earnestness. Among the Federal otlieers

killed on the 3d, were Generals Berry and Wlii}»ple, command-
ing the Second and Third Divisions of the Fifth Corps.

We come now to the part taken by the Sixth Corps and tiie

Thirty-seventh regiment as an integral part thereof. During
S;!.t unlay, tlie '^d of May, tliere was more or less of what sei;nied

a pui'iioscless activity. Several times tiie command was placed

under arms, perhaps move<l a short distance, after which the
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muskets would be stacked and a period of suspense follow. As
night approached there Avere evidences of skirmishing across the

river, and about 9 o'clock tlu- regiment moved quietly across the

bridges, took its position with the other troops whose long lines

could be dimly seen stretching away in the darkness, and the

command was whispered to •'•'Load at will." Then another rest.

About 11 o'clock the expected summons from Hooker came,

ordering General Sedgwick to move at once by way of Freder-

icksburg, seize the hights, crush whatever force might o])pose

him, take the plank road and form a junction with Hooker by

daybreak. It is not the pui-pose of this narrative to criticise; but

it is surely not amiss to call attention to tlie magnitude of the

task thus outlined. The distance to be covered was from 1'2 to
j

1-4 miles, or more than the corps could have accomplished by an I

unimpeded march during the time named. At the verv outset

were to be encountered the terrible hights against which in the

former battle half the army had dashed in vain, and wiiich the
{

present commanding general had at that time pronounced im-
{

pregnable to direct assault. During the winter, and especially •

in the few previous days, in anticipation of an immediate attack,

the w'orks had been strengthened, and were now held bv six

brigades of clioice Confederate troops under Early, witii artillery

support, making a force eiiual in strength to that actually

engaged on the Confederate side in the repulse of Burnside.

But tlie stout-hearted commander of tlie Sixth Corps, though
ordered to undertake a jirima facie impossibility, promptly

obeyed the spirit, if he could not meet the letter, of his instruc-

tions. As rapidly as his skirmishers could push back those of

the enemy the column juoved toward Fredericksburg, and finally

halted in the streets. A skirmisher who had fallen at the very

entrance of the town and was dying from a terrible Avound in

the chest, faintly encouraged his comrades as they passed. "God
bless you, boys," he said, '* I believe you are going to capture

Richmond n<»\v, and it is my only regret that I cannot go with

you to the end." Brave in death as in life, he was a tvpe of

that vast army of martyrs who gave their lives M'illing sacriliccs

on the altar of their country.
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To advance further in the darkness was out of the question,

as a demonstration proved, and the men dropped upon the side-

walks, in the streets, anywhere, for a few pioments' sleep. Witli

the first light of day all were astir, and the men of the Thirty-

seventh, who trod the streets of the famous city for the first

time, were beginning to take note of their surroundings, when

the artillery on the hights opened and the frightful crashing'

of the missiles tlirough the buildings dissipated all emotions

of mere curiosity. Gloving rapidly out of the city toward the

hights the regiment for a time took shelter in a railroad cut.

where it was effectually protected from the enemy's fire. The posi-

tion, though safe, was not one to induce reflections of a pleasing

nature. The memory of that terrible 13th of December woidd

intrude. There were the same hights which had then defied the

Union army; at their base was the deadly stone-wall before which

the charging lines had been swept away in ruin. That experi-

ment was to be repeated—would the result be different? There
:

was no alternative to a direct assault. With the first light Gilt-

bon's division of the Second Corps had laid bridges from Fal-

mouth and crossed the river, taking position on the Federal

right, between the city and the river. Xewton's division occu-

pied the city front, and to the left, beyond Hazel Ixun. was

Howe, with Brooks's First Division protecting the bridges at the

crossing Ijelow. Gibbon, to wliose assistance the Tenth Massa-

chusetts and Second Eliode Island had been detached, felt for

an opening in the Confederate left, but his advance was checked

by the canal and a railroad cut. Howe on the left of Xewton

had advanced and been driven back. " We must depend upon

the bayonet alone I'' said Sedgwick, and proceeded to form a

storming party to charge the entire crest. Somewhere the

wedge must be driven through. Directly in front of Newton's

division rose Marye's hill, with a fine brick mansion near the

crest, distant about a thousand yards from the Federal lines.

For two-thirds of the distance the ground slopes gently upwanl.

tlien rises (juite sh;ir}»ly till the summit is gained. From the

jirincipal street of the city, straiglit up nnd over the hill, runs

the plauk road which Sedgwick is ordered to take. At the foot
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of the liill proper is a toll-house and to the south of this along

the base of the hill runs the sunken Telegraph road and the fatal

atonc-wall. Beliind the wall lies Barksdale's brigade of Missis-

.si])piaus; in front of it, sheltered by a swell of the ground, Col-

onel Burnham holds four regiments of his Light Division.

They have attacked and been rejjulsed, but await the moment
for a more determined advance. On the plank road a column

of four regiments was formed under Colonel Spear of the Sixty-

tirst Pennsylvania, consisting of his own regiment and the

Forty-third New York, supported by the Sixty-seventh Xew
York and Eighty-second Pennsylvania. Between Spear's com-

mand and that of Burnham the Seventh Massachusetts and

Thirty-sixth Xew York under the command of Colonel Johns

of the Seventh arc formed to move parallel to vSpear's advance

\i\) the plank road, the men leaving knapsacks, haversacks

—

everything that can impede their movements. Beyond Burn-

ham to the left Howe's division is also in waiting. It is 11

o'clock, and at length everything is ready. The Union batteries

liave been playing with dreadful energy upon the Confederate

entrenchments, but the Washington artillery on the bights holds

on defiantly. Suddenly Spear's column emerges on the plank

road, moving straight forward at the double-quick with tixed

bayonets. The two regiments from Browne's Brigade are beside

it, also pushing forward by the right tlank in column of fours.

As they approach the toll-gate a terrible artillery tire tears
]

through the head of each column, and Barksdale's men from
j

bc'liind the stone-wall send a hot musketry lire into their flank.
j

The regiments in advance are sadly shattered. Colonel Spear is
|

mortally and Colonel Johns seriously wounded, and the com-
|

luands falter, but they hear the cheers of the sturdy lines on j

their left and press on once more. Barksdale had almost for-

gotten the line in his front in his anxiety to demolish the

columns on his left, when Burnham's men spring forward with

a bound, scatter the ]\ri.-'.-:issi])})ians with tlicir bayonets, c;i])ture

half the brigade and send the rest living helter-skelter along the

Telegraph road. Then on up the hill they go Avith a sweep,

Itreakini; throujrh the intrenched line, the ilas: of the Sixth
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Maine being the first to wave from tlie rebel stronghold. Howe's

three brigades were pressing up the slope to the left, and Gibbon,

although unable to reach the enemy, was holding his attention

at the right. Lieutenant-Colonel Harlow of the Seventh is

wounded but not disabled, and with a few files of his regiment

cuts through the Confederates and effects a lodgment witli a

cool bravery never surpassed. The shattered residue of the reg-

iment catch the spirit of their heroic commander and rally to

his assistance, swarming over the works and driving tlie astound-

ed chivalry before them. It had been asked if the Thirty-si xtli

New York Avould stand such desperate service, for in a few days

more their term of enlistment would have expired. Xever wjvs

doubt more bravely dissipated. Straight up to and over the

hostile works goes their tall color-sergeant and his flag, which In;

plants proudly on a captured gun, while the shortened line

springs over the breastworks and the men with clubbed musket.-;

dash the panic-stricken defenders to the earth and receive their

surrender with a cheer which is answered from the jjlains Ijelow

as the reserve lines come rushing uj) to complete the occupation.

The remnants of Spear's column nerve themselves for one more

effort and they, too, make a lodgment in the fortifications.

Howe has carried the higlits in his front, and the broken Con-

federate line is crumbling away, hurrying squads here and there

trying to reach the Telegraph road orjQeeing over the plank road

in advance of the pursuers.

As the Thirty-seventh clu^rged up the slope in support of the

advance regiments and reached the first line of fortifications, it

paused for a moment to reform its line and change direction

toward the left, where from a second series of defenses on still

higher ground the flying Confederates were scampering fortli

and hurrying toward the Telegraph road, tlieir forms outlineii

like dwarf silhouettes against the clear sky. Looking beiuml

them the men saw the lotteries whicli had thundered valiantly

all the morning against the bights driving desperately up tlie

plank road, tlio horses la^hod to a gallop, tlie men and tiicir

bvloved guns hidden from sight in the heavy clouds of diitt.

ilerc and there a bine line with the Stars and Stripes in tlie
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-fntcr swept steadily np the slope, while an occasional farewell

-liut from the flying foe came back like a note of defiance. All

these were elements of satisfaction, but there was a sadder

feature comprised within the picture. All that green slope was
•lotted over with little points of blue, and tho.se who looked

j

liack upon them knew that each represented a comrade who had
j

fallen by the way. Brilliant as had been the success won, it had
j

Iti'cn achieved at the cost of over a thousand men killed and
j

wounded on the Union side. Already the stret(.'her-bearers were
j

hurrying over the field in quest of their ghastly burdens, under
a system so perfect that within an hour every wounded man was

|

sheltered in the hospitals which had been organized in the town. !

Moving some distance to the rear of the fortified line, the
|

Thirty-seventh halted till the other regiments of the brigade
fame up. Then with eager haste messengers passed back and

|

forth between the dift'erent commands, to learn the fate of
j

friends or the general fortunes of the various organizations.
|

Tliere was a brief respite, during which General Sedwick was
j

I'usy with preparations to follow up his advantage. Gibbon's
j

'livision was left in charge of Fredericksburg, the red crosses of
j

the First Division moved out in advance along the plank road. •

'he other divisions followed, and the bights of Fredericksburg
were left behind.

It was a beautiful Sabbath day, the sun shining clear and
warm; Nature was in her most charming dress. Beside the road
a.s tlie troops advanced were fields of grain waving with promise,
and bird-songs trilled forth to fall unheeded on the ears of men
"vliose thoughts and senses were not for scenes of beauty or notes
"f joy. Presently the boom of cannon in advance is heard, and
' few solid shots go over and uncomfortably near the marching
f'ohimn; the speed slackens somewluit, but there is no halt, and
U»o men think little of the familiar greeting—probably some re-
treating party is making a little stand somewhere to gain time.
Some miles have been passed and the afternoon is well ad-

•ui.-ed when a snuiU stream, tributary far below to Hazel Kun,
•^ 'Tossed. Here the brigade leaves the highway and halts upon
ibc steep slope beside the streamlet in column by regiments, the
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Thirty-seventh, on account of its fuller ranks, being formed in

two lines, the left wing under Lieutenant-Colonel ^fontugue in

rear of the right. Very soon, one by one, the regiments ri.-c.

but instead of returning to the plank road they advance in 11 in-

directly up the hill and disappear. Close on the heels of it>

predecessor the Thirty-seventh climbs to the plateau and tin-

mystery is solved. Xot far in front there is a terrific fire of

musketry, and as the regiment moves steadily forward toward

the scene it encounters a spectacle to chill the stoutest heart.

The Federal lines have broken and tlie horrible fragments air

pouring to the rear. Some of the fugitives are bleeding from

sickening wounds, others unhurt are seeking panic stricken for

some shelter from the bullets which are still hissing sharjily

around them.

What was the matter? That may be briefly told. Wilcox"?

Confederate brigade, posted near Banks's Ford, had been sum-

moned to assist Early in defending the hights, but had not

arrived in time. It at once planted itself in front of Sedgwick

to delay his march as much as possible, while news of the disaster

was sent to General Lee—the news which had caused the post-

ponement of his intended attack on Hooker. Four brigade-

under General ]\IcLaws were at once hurried down to Sakin

Church, midway between Fredericksburg and Chancellorsvillo.

to which point Wilcox fell back, and when Brooks's division

reached that vicinity he found his advance checked. He attacked

valiantly, won some success, but was driven back. As tlie

Thirty-seventh gained the field it confronted the triumph:i:!t

hosts of the foe pushing forward to flank the shattered TJnio!!

lines. It was a moment of supreme importance. Colonel Browne

had fallen with a severe wound, and the command of the bri._M'i''

devolved upon Colonel Eustis of the Tenth. The command w;i?

scattered, the individual regiments being tlirown in at the nio.-r

important points. Williston's battery of brass guns comes r.j'

the road at a mad gallop, the captain riding on in advance. H'

shrinks from the prospect. *' Captain, bring in your guns.

exclaims Colonel Edwards in his most emphatic tones; '"t!;''

Thirty-seventh is here I" The fierce gallop of the battery hoises
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never ceases till the pieces are wheeled into position, and almost

before the trails drop to the ground the gunners are sending

storms of cannister into the faces of the enemy. Still the charg-

ing line overlaps and the left is threatened. General Brooks,

rough as a lion and as brave, gallops to the spot. " Is there a

regiment here that I can have?" he demands. "^Take my left

wing; it's as good as a whole regiment!" says Edwards. The

right wing advances close to the battery and gives it a steadfast

support, while the left wing, led by the soldierly lieutenant-

colonel, moves by the left flank through a bushy ravine under a

shower of bullets, and occupies a commanding position beyond.

As it halts the stream of tire which bursts out along its line

shows the flanking column of graycoats that they are beaten at

their own game, and in a few moments they go drifting back

toward the woods from which they came. It is an exciting

moment, and Lieutenant Loomis observes that some members of

his command are tiring at random. His men are brought to

a ''shoulder arms,'' drilled in the manual for a few moments
till calm self-possession is restored, and then direct their fire

once more upon the retreating foe. Nightfall comes on, the

rounds of battle cease,—only the sad refrain from the hundreds

of agonized ones stretched helpless on the field, and the low

bustle of preparation among men and otficers for the expected

renewal of tlie struggle on the morrow.

In the establishing of the Union lines the Thirty-seventh was

reunited and moved forward a short distance to a commanding

l)osition, where with the Thirty-sixth Xew York it formed three

sides of a square at the most advanced angle of Sedgwick's lines.

From that point the Third Division with one brigade of the

First extended in a long, weak line to the river above Banks's

Ford, fronting to the west; the remainder of the First Division

—

little more than a picket line in strength—faced to the south and

extended eastward till it joined Howe's Second Division, .which

was still in the rear of the Fredericksburg bights and facing

them, its front being to the east. Thus disposed the Sixth Corps

f'Tined three sides of a vast, irregular (puidrangle, with a total

frontage of more than six miles.
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Little sleep came to the men as they lay on their arms thron^^li

the night. Early in the evening word was brought that tlie

Thirty-sixth, who had thrown off knapsacks and haversacks to

charge the hights in the morning, wore still witliout f(jod, and

in a short time the well-filled haversacks of the Thirty-seventh

had contributed a generous supply, and from the moment of

that simple act the friendship ])etween the two regiments was of

the warmest nature. Directly in front, and some 500 yards dis-

tant, were the woods into which the Confederates had retired,

pursued by the fire of the Federal batteries, and which had been

set on fire by the bursting shells. The cries of the woundid
could be plainly heard, and the feeling that they had been

burned in the flames haunted many a brain long after the last

flicker had died away.

The morning of the 4th found the situation unchanged, and

not till afternoon were there serious demonstrations on either

side. Occasionally a rebel skirmish line would show itself from

the edge of the woods, but invariably received a sharp greeting

from the Union pickets and artillery, and once or twice when a

line of battle also ajjpeared a M'ave of fire burst from the rifles of

the Thirty-seventli, and the shelter of tlie forest was promptly

resumed. General Sedgwick luid repeatedly acquainted General

Hooker with his situation, and asked cooperation from the main

army; but the only response was in effect that the Sixth Corns

must take care of itself, and the Federal guns at Chancellorsvilli-

remained dumb, while reinforcements poured back from Lee's

army and enveloped the isolated corps, threatening each moment
j

to crush in its frail sides. Early's scattered division had bei'ii

collected and reinforced, and had taken possession again of the

1 hights above the city from wliich it had been driven. A deter-

I

mined attempt to crush Ilovrc's division and cut the corps oil

from the river followed, and Weill's brigade was broken, but tlw

Vermor^t Brigade, with its accustomed I)ravery, saved tlie field.

As the <lay neared its close, the Thirty-seventh could bear tlie

sullen mutterings of the battle-storm as it closed in around

them, till they seemed to be surrounded by a vast eirule vi

hostile fire. Bevond tlie woods in their front the arris^al of rein-
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forcements could be constantly heard; cheer answered cheer,

and a brass-band played the favorite Southern airs with an

oiiergy which left no doubt of the Confederate elation over the

situation. The rank and file of that exposed quadrangle realized

well the danger of their situation, but there was no uncasine.ss,

no despair. They were in the hands of officers whom they

conid trust—whom they did trust implicitly on the field of battle,

:uid many a man in his own way expressed the unwavering

conviction that General Sedgwick would take care of the corps,

and Colonel Edwards would be sure to do the best possible for his

beloved regiment.

Finally the crisis came. It was almost dusk, and it was known

tliat the line was to be evacuated as soon as darkness would cover

the movement from observation. The pressure in front had been

growing stronger and was applied more frequently. Again the

Confederate skirmishers came out from their woody covert, and

again they were met by a sharp lire, but tliis time they did not

retire. On they came through the growing dusk, and behind

them came line after lino of battle, showing the purpose of

McLaws to strike a crushing blow. The time had come to

move! Fortunately dusk had come with it. and the enemy,

checked by the admirable tire of the skirmish line, composed of

Companies D and F, advanced so slowly that an orderly retreat

to the vicinity of the bridge near Banks's Ford was made without

li>5.s, where the corps was concentrated to await permission from

Hooker to recross the river.

The safety of the Thirty-seventh evoked the most lively satis-

faction at corps head-quarters, since from its peculiarly exposed

position it had been feared that it must be cut off, but the most

reniarkalde fact was that the skirmish line had been able to do

>o valiant work in delaying the advance of the enemy and still

'•ring awav every man. The admiratjle steadiness and efficiency

•f Company F had been closely watched and warmly praised by

liieir comrades in the regimental line, but the position of Com-

]<n\y 1) was not so favorable for ol>servation. The latter, which

had rejoined the regiment wliile waiting to cross the river thret-

'*r four davs before, had served at Sixth Corps head-quarters
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after Franklin's retirement, and had been much flattered Itv

warm compliments bestowed by General Hooker on one of his

visits to General Sedgwick. Captain Flagg had given especial ij

attention to the skirmish drill, and in recognition of this f

fact his command was deployed to cover the angle to the left of

Company F's line on the regiment's front and right. After the

line was established it was supported by Company H and rein- i

forced by four companies from other regiments. I

No loss was suffered by the skirmishers in retreating, but as /

the first halt was made near the bridge a member of Companv ?•
j

H,—Jonas H. Thayer of Belchertown,—died suddenly from ex- |

haustion. His comrades, much affected, prepared as suitable a |i

grave in the bed of a gully as circumstances permitted, loosen- '^|

ing the earth with their bayonets and performing the last sad irj

rites while the Confederate shells whistled savagely overhead and ||
the moonlight struggled fitfully through the broken clouds. ^i

Decidedly the most uncomfortable position of the entire cam- A
paign was that of waiting in the darkness for orders to tccvo<> ?-i

the river. The enemy, not quite daring to press the retirini' fi

corps in earnest, amused themselves by keeping up an artillery j -I

fire directed at the bridge, but a providential ridge of grouiui :j

saved the pontons from being struck, and finally, long after niiil- .

night, the disorganized column crept silently across to thr 'i

Stafford side and the battle of Salem Church was ended. ^
|

In the matter of casualties, remarkably good fortune had at-

tended the Thirty-seventh. Company K had lost Corporal

Dennis Driscoll of Springfield and Private Michael Conway <'f

Chelsea mortally Avouuded, besides which some 25 wounds,

mostly slight, were reported.

IS
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CHAPTER VIII.

TO GETTYSBURG.

AFTER THE DEFEAT.—THE SKIRMISH WITH A. P. HILL.—THE

NORTHWARD MOVEMENT.—EXIT HOOKER, ENTER MEADE.

—

THE MARCH TO THE BATTLE-FIELD.

General Sedgwick, having safely crossed the Rappahannock,

halted his corps near the river to await further developments

—

so uear, in fact, that some of the men were wounded the follow-

iug day by the scattering artillery fire from the other side,

nations and ammunition were supplied, mails were distributed

and the usual quota of letters written to anxious friends at home,

after which the soldiers shivered through a very uncomfortable

storm for two days and blankly wondered ''what next." The

battle was not to be renewed. General Lee, liaving driven Sedg-

wick from the dangerous position in the Confederate rear, once

more consolidated his army in front of Ilooker and on the morn-

ing of the Cth of May his skirmishers puslied forward to develop

the Federal position and renew the battle. They failed to find

:in active enemy—only the Union dead and wounded remained

(•n that side the river. The swollen, discolored river once more

rolled between the hostile armies, the Confederates reoccupied

the old line of fortifications, and the loyal army was disposed

practically as before.

The Thirty-seventh returned to Camp Edwards on the 8th,

making a spiritless, wearisome march, though the distance was

"!ily some eight miles. The experiences of the ten days of

'•I'aseless activity and battle, followed by the drencliing storm,

Jiad not been productive of exuberant physical energy, Fortu-

'latfly the camp was found intact, the men having merely removed

tlieeanvas coverings of their huts; when these were replaced, with
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sncli new dispositions as the casualties of the campai,:^Ti had lu--

cessitated, the regiment immediately found itself very comfort-

ably at home. The usual camp routine was at once resumdl.

the first battalion drill being varied by a short address from tin-

colonel, warmly expressing his satisfaction with the 'conduct of

his command during the recent experiences. Company 1)
I

speedily provided itself with quarters the exact counterpart of

the others, and evergreens were displayed in profusion in tlii-

different streets, though there was the ever-present likelihood

that each day in the comfortable camp might be the last.
^

Severe as was the disappointment in the army over the out-

come of the movement which had opened with so much of promise,

there was nothing of demoralization manifest. Apart from the

disaster to General Howard's command, the field had btin

bravely fought, and it was known that the victory had been won |i

by the enemy at terrible cost. Naturally the Eleventh Cori'S

received an unjust award of blame for their unfortunate defeat '^\

and dispersion. So intense was this feeling that for a time tin'

mere sight of the crescent corps badge was hateful to the rest of

the armv. "With the feeling that upon this one corps the onus of

the defeat should be placed, and with especial pride in the work of

the Sixth Corps in carrying the dreaded hightsaud making so gal-

lant a fight in their effort to reach the main army, the soldi'TV

settled down once more to the routine of camp life with their

confidence in the final result unshaken. Chancellorsville had

been a great improvement upon Fredericksburg—sooner or later

the fortunes of war would bring the two armies together on

equal ground, then should the true test of Iiattle come. Thus

feeling, the loyal army maintained its calm hopefulness.

On the Confederate side, while there was a sorrowful apitreeia-

tion of the cost in the loss of Jackson—Lee's most etficient lieu-

tenant—and the sacrifice of the very l)est troops of the Conf«il-

eracy in numbers so vast that the otlicial report was never given

to tlie world, there was mueli to be hoped from the moral elTt
'

u})ou outside nations. Victory again wreathed the Confeden'-''

banners after a great battle, and the sympathy of the European

governments for the Southern cause must be intensified. Alrea<l

y
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this had reacht'd a poiut intensely dangerous to the United

States. While only the Pope of Rome had officially recognized

the Confederate government, every considerable power in Europe

with the exception of Kussia, while nominally neutral, was act-

ually in- sympathy with secession. While British ports were

sending out Confederate cruisers to destroy American commerce

and blockade runners to supply the waning resources of the in-

surgents, France, in the person of Maximilian, had planted the

standard of monarchy on Mexican soil and was watering it with

the blood of those who dared to oppose the propagation of des-

jiotism. Surely it could not be long till this half-covert cooperation

must break forth in public recognition, in which the nations of the

world should join, and the success of the rebellion be won at

last. Thus hoped the people of the South—thus feared those

loyal to the Federal government. So general was this feeling of

hope on the Southern side that the pickets could not refrain

from shouting it across the river, coupled often with taunting

inquiries as to the purposes of the Federal commander. " Say,

Yank, when is Old Joe Hooker coming over the river again ?'

would be shouted across to the northern bank. *'•' He isn't

coming over next time," might be the quizzical reply; '' he's

onlv jjoino- to send Uncle John Sedgwick over with two com-

panics of the Sixth Corps while the rest of us watch him clean

you fellers out!" Xot a little such badinage occurred between

the opposing picket lines, generally ending good-naturedly as it

becran, but sometimes the whistle of a bullet would warn some

sliarp-tongued Yankee that he had touched a seusitiAC poiut in

his interlocutur's nature.

General Hooker's army was now much reduced in nu miners.

Tlie total loss at Chancellorsville had been 17,197,—of which

the Sixth Corp<, leading all the others, had sustained 4,G01,

Some of these had been •'missing'' at the close of the battle

and afterward returned, while others were but slightly wounded

and soon reported for duty; I)ut the permanent loss could not have

boon less than lo.CoO, while the term of service of the niue^

months' and two-years' troops—the latter to the number of over

•J(>,uoO having been furnished by 2sew York—was about expir-
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ing. From these two causes the iVrmy of the Potomac h:i<l

already lost or would within a few weeks lose considerably more
than a third of its numbers. The army under Lee, on the con-

trary, was at this time strengthened by reinforcements and es-

pecially by the return of Longstreet. The latter liarl been dis-

patched soon after the battle of Fredericksburg to operate

against G-eneral J, J. Peck at Suffolk, who with a small force

was protecting the land approaches to Norfolk. Disappointed

in hia hope of surprising that vigilant officer, and unable to

carry his defenses by assault, Longstreet spent the winter and
early spring in a series of siege operations which proved so inef-

fective that they were finally abandoned on the 3d of May—the

day of the fierce struggle between the rival armies on the Eap-

pahannock.

The Confederate army, augmented in numbers and elated over

the recent victory, was now organized into three corps under

Lieutenant-Generals Longstreet, A. P. Hill and Ewell respect-

ively. Each corps consisted of 13 or 14 brigades in throe

divisions, the major-generals commanding the divisions being:

In Longstreet's corps, McLaws, Pickett and Hood; in Hill's

corps, Anderson, Heth and Pender; in Ewell's corps, Early,

Rodes and Johnson. The eight brigades of cavalry formed a

corps under the command of General J. E. B. Stuart. This wa;

the army with which Lee was to make the most important mili-

tary move in the history of the rebellion,—ably officered, admi-

rably organized, inspirited by a long series of victories, supreuio-

ly confident as to the future. Clearly it was not the policy of

the commander of such an army to act on the defensive. The
foreign sentiment, from which so much was expected, would

look for vigorous efforts on the part of the Confederacy to win .;

place among the nations of the earth. The apathy, the di.--

couragement, the secession sympathy at the Xorth might by a

single brilliant stroke be so intensified as to paralyze the natioiud

government and force the abandonment of the war for the Uni«'n.

It needed no prophet to show that before the harvest came thf

Confederacy wouM be in serious need of supplies, while the ric::

farming lands of Maryland and Pennsylvania, only a few day-'
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march away, abounded in food for man and beast. Here were

three good reasons for the invasion of the North, and there

i were possibilities behind them which the eye of faith could

I
easily discern of dazzling brightness. An offensive campaign

I was decided upon,

1. As early as the 20th of May the authorities at "Washington

T were warned of the intended invasion, and General Hooker sus-

pected the purpose of his antagonist on the 28th, but it was not

..• till the 3d of June that the mutual watchfulness changed to ac-

f tivity. On that day Ewell's corps of the Confederate army
began to move toward Culpeper Court House, where Stuart's

? cavalry covered Lee's left, and General Hooker at once set about

penetrating the design of his adversary.

In the camp of the Thirty-seventh that peculiar activity which

had come to be recognized by the dullest intellect as the prelude

to *•' marching orders." had been noticed for some time. On the

2d and 3d of the month the brigade had been drilled by Colonel

Edwards, and at 2 o'clock of the morning of the 4:th the regi-

ment was called from slumber to pack up everything and be

ready to leave camp at 5 o'clock with eight days' rations. The
preparations were promptly made and the order to move awaited,

but it did not come till early morning of the 6th,. when camp
was finally broken. '''The model camp of the Army of the

Potomac," it had often been called,—to which memory would

often turn, but which was never again to be visited by the

departing braves I The line of march was once more to the

familiar *"' Franklin's Crossing," below. Fredericksburg, where

the command halted along the Riverside road.

Howe's division had already crossed the Rappahannock, the

earthworks on the opposite bank being swept with such a can-

nonade that not a head could be raised above them to offer

opposition till the bridges were completed and the Federal

soldiers rushed across and captured the demoralized post Avith

si-arcely the firing of a shot. A rapid advance of the skirmish

line, wliile it showed that the enemy was wholly unprepared for

the visitation, also reveakd him in what seemed full force, and

this being tlic object of tiio recounaissauce, tlie two commands
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assumed a defiant attitude and waited. A heavy tliunder-storm

in the afternoon drenched everything effectually, and throii;:h

the night and the following day only an occasional picket shot

or a brief artillery duel broke the monotony.

A detail of a thousand men was made from the brigade on tlu-

evening of the 7th to cross the river and construct intrench-

ments, of which number the Thirty-seventh furnislied 3oU,

following this detail by that of 100 more to support a battery.

The fatigue party worked faithfully, though very silently,

through the night, aud morning light showed to the surprised

Confederates a line of earthworks extending from the Bernard

ruins far above the bridge head. These works were continually

strengthened during the day, notwithstanding the artillery jn-o-

tests from the bights, which did no material damage. Thus far,

and for three days following, the regimental head-quarters were

on the north bank of the river, though the men were almost in-

cessantly on duty. On the evening of the 10th the brigade

crossed the bridges, taking up a position in the rear of the en-

trenched line, relieving a portion of the troops who had been

doing service there.

Constant details were now made for duty on the skirmish line,

and the men, who were already thoroughly wearied, had little

opportunity for rest day or night. Although a general ciuiet

prevailed, with the exception of occasional artillery firing, the

rival picket lines watched each other closely. On the left, in

the vicinity of the Bernard house, there was no tiring, and as the

lines were but a few yards ajnirt, exchanges of papers, tobaceu

and coffee were occasionally made, till strict orders to the con-

trary were issued by the Union otficers. Toward Hazel Run, on

the right, however, there had been sharp and incessant picket

firing, in which the Confederates had the advantage. Tlio

buildings used as coA'erts by their ritiemen were torn to pieee?

by the Federal artillery, without effect; but finally a detaeliment

of the Second coni])any of ^lassachusetts sharp-sliooters, uinier

Lieuteiumt L. E. Bickuell, were bruu_i:ht over to a2)]ily h.''

ialionis, wliich they did so etYeetually that the annoyance ceased,

a llag of truce from the Confederates humbly asking for nurev.
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Thus iu a state of expectant and wakeful inaction the days

passed till the evening of the 13th, Avhcn in a heavy rain tlie

division recrossed to tlie north bank, climl)ed the Stafford hills

out of artillery range, where with everything about them soaked

l)y the incessant pouring, the men enjoyed clie first unbroken

sleep for nearly two weeks. The skirmish line had not been

notified of the contemplated withdrawal till their companions

were safely across and the bridges taken up, when they were

quietly retired and taken over in boats. Scarcely a man was left

behind, but Lieutenant Loomis had a very narrow escape from

that unpleasant fate. He was posted at the extreme right in a

secluded position near Hazel Eun, and with one or two men was

overlooked when the general retirement was made. Being missed

he was sought for by one of General Newton's staff and discov-

ered, but in the intense darkness the party missed the waiting

boat and wandered about for a long time before finding means

of crossing the river. On reaching his regiment about daylight,

the lieutenant was greeted as one recovered from the dead.

A movement of the Union cavalry toAvard Culpeper by the way

of Beverly and Kelly's Fords had encountered the Confederates in

such strength as to convince Hooker that his suspicions of the

rebel intentions were correct. The indecisive cavalry action at

Beverly Ford, or F^leetwood, was followed by the advance of the

Third Corps up the PLippahannock in pursuance of tlie positive

instructions from ^V'ashington, insisting that in no event must

the national Capital be uncovered. In the mean time, the Con-

federate movement was being pushed with characteristic eneriry.

Ewell's corps moved from Culpeper through the Blue Eidge at

Chester Gap, thence by way of Port Eoyal toward AVinchester,

where on the 13th the advance confronted some 10,000 l^ederals

under General IVlilroy. That officer, underestimating the strength

of the force moving agamst him, hesitated at first to retire with-

out offering battle, and when two days later he became convinced

of the folly of resistance, a large part of his men "were sur-

rounded and captured in the cll'ort to escape. On the same day

that Miiroy's force was demolished Jenkins's cavalry, feeling the

way for the advance of the invaders, penetrated as far as Cliam-
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bersburg, Pa., whence they fell back to Hagerstown and en-

camped. The "Washington government was now awake to the

gravity of the situation, and President Lincoln called for 100,000

militia from the nearest states to repel the invasion. The

response was so tardy and inefficient as to show the wavering

condition of public sentiment. "Well might Lee's battle-hardened

legions ignore the militia of the northern states as a factor in

the great problem they were to undertake. On the 21st Ewell

crossed the Potomac at "Williamsport and Shepurdstown, and on

the 27tli his divided column had on the one hand pushed for-

ward its advance to within four miles of Harrisburg, the Penn-

sylvania Capital, while the division under Early had reached

Wrightstown, opposite Columbia on the Susquehanna. A small

force of militia was assembled at the latter place, and saved the

city by burning the railroad bridge across the river, a fine struc-

ture over a mile in length. The village of "Wrightstown was

fired by the conflagration but the Confederates extinguished

the flames and made no effort to cross the river. Hill, finding

that he was relieved of the pressure of the Sixth Corps on his

front, followed rapidly by the Shenandoah valley route, Long-

street placing his corps on the east side of the Blue Piidge to

guard the passes and protect the flank of the marching column,

—then following in turn and forming the Confederate rear. A
sharp cavalry fight at Aldie on the 17 th had developed the rebel

position sutficiently to give Hooker a clear conception of the

purpose of his antagonist and his own army was moved promptly

and efficiently to check and defeat the wily schemes of the

Southern commander.

"We left the Thirty-seventh regiment sleeping in their wet

blankets on the water-soaked earth, enjoying a profound slumber

which continued till bugle and drum sounded the signal for the

march toward Wasliington. And such a march! Considerable

rain had fallen, and over the muddy Virginia roads the great

army had been moving with its multitude of horses, wagons,

artillery and ambulances. Let the reader who docs not realize

from actual p;irtieipation picture one vast expanse of mud, in tlie

midst of which runs a poorly detined highway, for in the search
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for better footing thousands of men and horses and wheels have

made common way of the bordering hinds. Far as the eye can

reach a great blue throng surges hither and thither, but who

can say whether it recedes or advances? Xo cavalry are there,

for they are away on the outskirts, engaged in many a deed of

daring, but infantry, artillery, ponton and wagon trains are

mingled in one mass of confusion. The soft mud almost engulfs

the heavily loaded wagons, and the ponderous wheels of the gun

carriages sink deep in the mire. The drivers whip and scream

and swear—principally the latter—and not infrequently the

pressing infantry come in for a share of the maledictions. Xor

are the latter backward in consigning to a place where no artil-

lery could possibly be used the unwieldy vehicles which block

the way. If the region is level and unobstructed the infantry

t;ike to the fields and make reasonable progress, but here is a

defile through which all must pass, and the mud is especially

deep. A great Parrot gun blocks the way, stuck fast in the

slime. The horses and drivers and tugging artillerists who are

striving to rescue their beloved piece occupy all the available

room, and only now and then a common soldier can dodge past.

Meanwhile the pouring infantry fill all the approaches, and

when at length the cannon rolls on there is a rush from the im-

patient mass. Fortunate, indeed, if some luckless comrade does

not lose his footing and roll over and over in the half-liquid sea.

A few pass, and then another gun or ca^sion or wagon lurches

into the same slough, and the struggle is repeated as the long

day wears itself away. But at such a time day and night are

alike, in so far that they must be subordinated to the orders of

the general commanding. The corps must be at a designated

point at a specified time,whether five hours or twenty be required

to make the distance.

At 5 in the afternoon, on that 14th of June, the corps reached

Stafford Court House, and lialted for five hours, when the

tramp was resumed. All through the night the column crept

on at a snail's pace, the men keeping ever a sharp lookout for

the bright camp-fires which woukl announce the ajiproacliing

bivouac. But no camp-iires were lighted tliat niglit, and morn-
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ini^ found the command at Aquia Creek, whore a halt was niailc

for breakfast. But not for rest! Not yet. Just a few momeiit.s

in which to breathe after swallowing their coffee, and then

" Forward!" once more on the interminable road.

The sun rose bright and clear and a sultry day ensued. Like

magic the mud dried and crumbled under the multitude of feet,

and a choking cloud of dust arose and settled in volume on

every perspiring face and hand. It penetrated everywhere

—

eyes, nose, mouth and lungs, all were filled; thirst became in-

tolerable, but water was not to be had. Even if by good fortune

a little spring or stream was discovered, in a moment the banks

were trampled and the water all too soon lost its purity and be-

came mere liquid mud from the struggles of the rushing hun-

dreds Avho swarmed about it, eager only to touch a finger's tip in

the cool mass, if it was no longer possible to moisten the pareii-

ing throat with the undrinkable mixture.

Dumfries was reached at noon, and on a south-sloping hill-

side, on the parched ground m the terrible glare of the sun, the

men threw themselves to sleep, glad even of that opportnniry.

At midnight the march was resumed, and with a brief halt in

the morning for coifee it was continued till noon, when "Wolf

Run Shoals on the Occaquan was reached. There a halt was

made of some three hours, and very grateful was even that brief

breathing spell to the exhausted men. There was opportunity

for bathing their blistered feet in the clear waters of the creek,

for cooling the throbbing temples and drinking satisfvin_^

draughts. Here was tlie outer line of the Washington defenses,

garrisoned at this point by the Vermont nine-months' brigade

of General Stannard, who had succeeded to the command of

Colonel Stoughton, cajttured in his bed a few months before.

The two commands mingled with hearty good fellowship, for

the common home in Xew England made them feel an addi-

tional fraternity. Marching a few miles farther toward evening,

bivouac was made near Fairfax Station, where tiie reiriment

Tfinained all day of the ITth. tiie men generallv makin? tlu'

most of their respire from the wearisome niarehes reeently

endured.
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Quite an exciting incident oueurred during the day, which at

one time threatened serious results, but through the good offices

of the Thirty-seventh bloodshed was averted. Trouble had

arisen in the camp of the Thirty-sixth New York, quite a num-
ber of the members—dissatisfaction which had existed for some
time being intensified by whisky which they had somehow ob-

tained—refusing to do further duty, claiming that their time of

enlistment had expired. The provost marshal was called upon
and went among the men, striving to restore subordination, but

he was promptly knocked down, when he called upon Colonel

Edwards for assistance. The latter formed his regiment so

quickly and silently that some of its exhausted members were
left asleep on the ground but a few yards away, hastened to the

scene and formed square about the revolters. Thev were then
informed by Colonel Edwards that they would be required to

serve till the expiration of the full two years of the last com-
})any of their regiment mustered into the United States service,

and were given the alternative of stepping five paces to the front

in signification of acceptance or of being put under arrest.

Without much hesitation the entire command stepped forward,

though earnestly asserting afterward that they would have fouo-ht

any other regiment than the 'J'hirty-seventh.

Next day, the 18th, the regiment marched to Fairfax Court
House, and tents were pitched on the battle-field of Chantillv.

not far from the spot where the brave Kearney fell. The march,
though little more than five miles, was very trying, the dav
being sultry and intensely hot, so that many of the men fell

from the ranks with sun-stroke or exhaustion. The location

was far from an agreeable one. since both fuel and water were
ditticult to obtain, and the latter very poor when got, but six

days were passed in this vicinity with slight changes of position

in perpetual suspense as to what the next hour might brimz, and
w ith no more exciting event than an assembly of the briijade on
tlie 23d to witness the drumming out of camj) of a worthless

memberof the Teiitli regiment. During this time General Hookirr
iuid been anticipating an atrempt on Washington from the west
by tlie Confederates, but it was now evident that thev were
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moving into Pennsylvimia, and in that direction the Army of

the Potomac began to seek them. .

The Thirty-seventh marched to the vicinity of Centrevillc,

some six miles, on the afternoon of the 24th, and the following

day relieved a brigade, now ordered to join the Second Corps,

which had for nearly a year, since entering the service, been

very comfortably quartered there, enjoying all the luxuries of

soldier life with few of its trials. While they had abandoned

great quantities of camp conveniences, which the Thirty-seventh

hastened to possess themselves of, it was remarkable to see the

enormous knapsacks which the men started out with the inten-

tion of carrying on the sweltering marches before them. Their

burdens were very much lightened before many miles had been

passed. In the course of the day the regiment was comfortably

settled with tents pitched near the old earthworks, fitted up in

many instances with the equipage abandoned by the departing'

troops. Every foot of the ground in the vicinity was historic,

and the men inspected with much interest the weather-worn

intrenchments and the numerous soldiers' graves near by. De-

spite the rain which fell at night, a feeling of intense satisfaction

prevailed. There was every indication that the regiment was to

remain for a time in that place on permanent duty—wliici;

would be a very agreeable relief from active campaigning.

Alas for the soldiers' expectations! At 2 o'clock that nifj'i.t

the familiar tones of Adjutant Colt were heard as he stumblf i

through the darkness to the different company head-quartor?,

calling out as each in turn Avas reached :
** Captain, wake viv

your men, have them pack everything, make their cotfee and !'•

ready to march at -t o'clock!" There was many an exclamatimi

of disgust as the command turned out into the drizzling rai:;.

folded such of their possessions as it seemed best to take upi'^i

the march, destroyed everything else that was destrovable, ai"'

then waited till near 8 o'clock before the signal for dcpartiir«

was given. Dranesville, '-20 miles away, was reached that ni;:iit.

after an exhausting journey; the gentle rain, while saving ivoui

the tortures of excessive lieat, making the roads exreodiniri.^

8lipj)ery and dithcult.
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Four o'clock next morniug saw the command again under

way, the day being cloudy and finite comfortable for marching.

Ill tlie early part of the afternoon a halt for a couple of hours

was made overlooking Edwards Ferry, where the troops in ad-

vance were crossing the Potomac once more into Maryland. Far

as the eye could reach vast wagon trains Avound over hill and

through valley, or were parked beside the road waiting their

turn to join, the procession, and the vivid panorama gave to

many a beholder a truer realization of the magnitude of that

branch of the army service. Finally the tired infantry started

forward once more, crossed the pontons on to loyal soil, made

some three miles more, and at dusk turned into some vast clover

fields, where the weary soldiers were not long in providing them-

selves with luxurious couches, on which they slept soundly till

the sharp notes of the reveille broke through the darkness of the

waning night. The day which was dawning when the tired

column resumed its way at 4 o'clock in the morning of Sunday,

June 28, brought little likeness to the quiet New England Sab-

batli of which many in the regiment could not help thinking by

way of contrast as the tedious hours wore away. The line of

march was througli a fine agricultural region, where the thrift

of the Maryland farmers contrasted sharply Avith the indifferent

methods of Virginia, especially as tlie latter had been aggravated

l)y two years of desolating warfare. Cherries Avere now ripening,

and it was one of the relieving features of the march that the

eoldiers Avere occasionally able to spring into a tree loaded Avith

tlie luscious fruit and gather a few haudfuls, adding a delightful

relish to the not especially appetizing army rations.

Very early in the morning the regiment Avent tlirough Pooles-

ville and later reached Barnesville, a pretty little village whose

vluirm to the soldiers was enhanced by the fact that there for

the first time since crossing into Virginia the }>revious Novem-

ber they were greeted by smiling faces and words of sympathy.

1 Mainly thev Avere now in the land of friends once more, and

tlu'ir hearts beat with fresh coiirairo. HyatfstoAvn Avas jmssed in

fiit; afternoon, and sunic distance beyond, five miles short of its

•b'stination, the exhausted corps lialtod for the night.
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That evening tlio fact became generally known tliruiiglioiit

the army tliat General Hooker was relieved of the command and

succeeded by General George G. Meade, the commander of the

Fifth Corps. The change produced scarcely a ripple of excite-

ment among the rank and lile or the minor officers. For manv
reasons which have been already suggested General Hooker hail

won the enthusiastic approval of his men; at the same time, it

is but truth to say that his capacity to manages© vast a trust hail

come to be doubted, hampered as he was by the never coincident

supervision of General Halleck. This divergence of views hml

culminated in outbreak when Hooker asked to have the garrisi.n j
of Harpers Ferry, some ten or eleven thousand men under Gen-

eral French, added to his advancing columns. This deniau'i V.

Halleck refused, Hooker asked to be relieved and the request

w^as granted. The troops in question were at once placed under

the command of General Meade, who was given entire control of

the movements of the army. That General Hooker continued

to do valiant battle for his country sufficiently attested his yn-

triotism—his bravery friend nor foe ever questioned.

The promotion of General Meade placed the Fifth Corps under

command of General Sikcs, at the head of its three division-

being Generals James Barnes, R. B. Ayres and S. W. Crawford

Other changes in important commands had meantime occurred.

When Lee's purpose was divined, and it was hoped to raiso :>

strong militia force to oppose him, General Brooks, commanding
the First Division of the Sixth Corps, had been placed in cuin-

mandof the Department of the ^lonongahela, Avith head-quarier-

at Pittsburg, and was succeeded in the corps by General Hora;i'

G. Wright. General Couch was also taken from the Secun>;

Corps and placed in command of the Department of the Si;-

quehanna, with head-quarters at Harrisburg, General Haneci-

taking charge of the corps, Avitli its three divisions comman.N
by Generals J. C. Caldwell, J. Gibbon and Alexander Hays. T'-

Third Corps was consolidated to two divisions under Gem !" '•-

Birney and A. A. Humphreys, the latter transferred from the 'li-'-

Division, Fifth Corps. General Francis C. Barlow had sueeee'l'

General Devens in the command of the First Division, P^leveu..
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Corps, and the cavalry corps, which had been phiced in charpe

of General Pleasonton on the return of Stoueman from his coni-

jKiratively unsuccessful raid in early May, had its three divisions

commanded by Generals Buford, Gregg and Kilpatrick. In the

Sixth Corps, Colonel Burnham's Light Division had been abol-

ished and the regiments composing it assigned to the First and

Third Divisions,

The change in commanders caused not the slightest interrup-

tion to the movements of the army, nor were the ])lans under

I wliich Hooker had been operating essentially modified. Those
i plans may be in a few words thus outlined: The Union armv,

I marching by way of Frederick, would thence be moved rapid Iv

I
northward covering all the available roads to the eastward of the

I
South Mountain range, till the line of its march should inter-

^ sect that of the Confederates. Then, on Freedom's soil, with no
advantages save those which Xature had provided and which the

genius of the respective commanders might seize upon, the mo-
, nientous battle would be fought.

f It was not later than 3 o'clock in the morning of June 29 that

the slumbering regiment was aroused, the few preparations nec-

essary for another day's tramp hastily made, and then for long

hours they waited expectant while brigade after brigade and
division following division filed steadily past. Eustis's Brigade
was to form the rear guard of the corps that day, and it was after

10 o'clock when the scene of bivouac was left. The long wait

liad worried the men not a little, as they knew that a late start

meant a still later reaching of bivouac in the evening and greater

personal weariness, since the rear of the column is ever the

most trying position in a march. ''Why couldn't we have spent

><jnie of these seven hours in rest ?" many a poor fellow asked.

I
" Because it wouldn't have been militaryl" some philosojiher in

tiie ranks was ready to reply. ''You don't supj^ose old

cares whether his men live or diel" the otticer animadverted
"U ranging from the colonel of tlie regiment to the new com-
;n:inder-in-chief, according to the sj'eaker's dislike or distrust.

A few miles brt>ught tiie regiment to the village of Xew
Miirket, where a little incident ligiitened the spirits of the men
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wonderfully. Before reaching the place cheers were heard in

advance, and on entering the town two or three young l;i(lit's

were discovered standing in front of their home waving small

Union flags. It was an electrifying sight, and the enthusiasm

which had pervaded the troops in advance was emphasized from

the strong throats of the Thirty-seventh. There was no quis-

tion now that they were in the land of friends. A little further

on the traditional town pump was encountered, but not as had

often occurred in Virginia dismantled to prevent the thirstv sol-

diers from obtaining a drink of water. Its long handle wao

swung unceasingly up and down by a tall, tattered negro, his

homely lineaments beautified by a smile of supreme happiness

as he watched the surging throng before the pump, and caught

their hurried words of heartfelt thanks. The sweat courso'l

down his massive features, for he had been thus engaged fn-ni

early morning, declining all offers of assistance. "Iso, sol-

diers," he responded, " I don' wan' no help. Put yo' cup right

under there and git some water—I'll gib yo' all you want it I

hab to pump up de bottom ob dis yer well!" Bless his kiii'i

heart I No man in Maryland did nobler service for the cause o:

his country that day.

The afternoon was more or less rainy, and the progress of thf

column slow, so that the 28 miles which made the day's raareii

were not completed till considerably past midnight for the re;:;-

ments in the rear, after which, according to the custom Gener.;.

Hooker had instituted some time before, a day's rations were drawn

from the supply wagons and distributed before the men slept.

With morning light of the 30tli the men were again aroujt>:.

poorly prepared by the few hours' rest for another tedious day'.-

march, and at 8 o'clock, after the distribution of a mail and li.-

preparation of such food as they j)ossessed, their onward wa^

was resumed. There was a heavy rain-fall during the forenovii.

wetting everybody completely and making the roads quite dii'i-

cult, though the afternoon was pleasant and coraparativt';-

comfortable for marching. Soon after noon the beautiful vi!I;!-

of Westminster was passed through, where in the monisi -

Gregg's cavalry had skirmished with a small force of Stuaii >
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I

i
Confederate horsemen, where the Thirty-sixth New York re;:;i-

I ment also left the brigade and started for home. That night

I the Sixth Corps bivouacked near Manchester, about 20 miles

I from the starting point of the morning.

(General Sedgwick had now reached the right of the position

in the rear of Pipe Creek, a tributary of the Monocacy. where
* General Meade's plan contemplated the fighting of the decisive

battle, and the following day was given to insjjection and pre-

( paration for the expected strife. The other corps, covering the

4 ground for thirty miles to the westward, were feeling for the

I enemy under instructions to fall back with a show of resistance

I
when he should be struck, and take up position behind Pipe

I Creek. The opening blows of the great conflict were indeed

I struck while the men of the Sixth Corps were cleaning their

I
weapons, sleeping or eating cherries about Manchester, but the

I
outcome was so different from the anticipation that instead of

I
remaining to fight in the position they had reached by such in-

t tense effort, they were called to still greater exertions in order to

I
reach the field—to make, in fact, one of the most famous

f marches known to military history; and it must be borne in

mind that they were not fresh for the etfort, but already sadly

exhausted by nearly a month of continual skirmisliing and

I
marching, having for five days made an average of 25 miles per

I day through alternate rain and intense heat, followed by 21

hours of comparative rest.

I During the afternoon tliere had been a quite constant sound

• of cannon far to the northwest, but it only evoked the remark

I that the cavalry were having another brush. As dusk fell many

i of the men were asleep, for they were still weary, Avhen the clat-

\
ter of hoofs, the hurried dash of staff' officers, the bustle of

I
preparation at head-(piarters, and the vigorous command to

', I "Puck up and fall in'" drove away in a moment all hope of a

refreshing night's sleep. Before the slower men are in their

pUices, even, the column is in the road and sweeping back in the

liirection whence it came the previous evening. There is a hope

wliich is more than half a belief that the destination may be

Westminster, which is but ten miles away, and the men move
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out with cheerful step. Presently ii kind-lieartcfl farmer, who is

giving each boy in blue a cup of milk, announces that a battle

has begun at Gettysl>urg, nearly 40 miles away, and it is natural

to suppose that to be the destination of the corps.

" About 40 miles—he said it was 40 miles—and Avhat did h«j

call the name of the town?" goes from lip to lip, and the stcj»

which has been light becomes heavy and mechanical, and tlic

soldiers are transformed into mere machines, to plod on as

steadily as possible all the interminal)le night. There is no

moonlight, and only a pale glimmer of the stars, half obscured

by clouds; but the long column presses forward and never halts,

for if it stops the men will drop into heavy slum])er and may bt-

left behind in the darkness. As it is, some of the officers doze

in their saddles, and the men as they walk are like those moving

in a dream.

The night is well advanced, and the leading brigade has been

toiling for miles along a narrow road, when a shouting aide

presses through the struggling footmen. ''Make way here,

make way, for God's sake; you are all wrong!" Then reachir..'^

the head of a regiment :
'^ Halt your men, colonel; you are on

the wrong road!" Presently the head of the column conu-s

slowly back, those who have dropped to sleep are roused, the regi-

ment countermarches and plods back over the three or four mile-'

that have taken so much of the soldiers' vital force all in vain.

Two or three hours have been lost and six or eight miles '*'

oTound covered that the general historian Avill make no account

of when he tells the story of the night.

Morning lights the east; dawn flushes the sky; day comes in

its full izlorv: but the column does not halt. At last tb.r

advance brigade turns from tlie highway, and a hundred littii i

fires for the preparation of coffee flash up in a moment, 'i'ii'- .'

water comes from a generous brook in the valley, and how grate-
^^

ful after the intense hunger is partly satisfled it will be to bathe
|

the heated face and blistered feet in the cool stream! X-c- -'i

hope! Even before the coliee is maile the bugle rings uut ..-

^
unwelcome call and the weary procession is lesunietl. The i)al;- ^
nuide coU'ee is swallowed on the march or carefully poiuvil int" U

I
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the canteen, for in many cases it is the only food or drink the

soldier can hope to taste that day. With that care for the

stomachs of his men which was characteristic of him.. General

Hooker had kept tlie army supplied with three days' rations,

even on the march, the supply trains being brought up every

night and food drawn for the third day in advance. In most
cases the two or three days' rations which nominally were in the

men's haversacks had quite disappeared, so that when under
General Meade the order was issued that no more should be

drawn until they were due by the commissary's records, it in

otfect obliged most of the enlisted men to subsist for three d;iys

on one day's allowance, supplemented by whatever individual

skill or good fortune might add. Far out on either flank of the

moving column the more ambitious went, searching out everv

dwelling that promised a mouthful of food, finding here a few
cherries, there some half-ripened blackberries, and welcoming
whatever would appease the cravings of hunger. These men had
no money with which to buy, they could olfer only a soldier's

rude thanks and a promise to fight for the threatened homes
when the enemy should be met; but whatever the loyal people

could spare was freely bestowed, often to the last eatable morsel.

Especially Avas this true of the village of Littlestown, tt-n miles

southeast of Gettysburg, the only place of any size through
which the Sixth Corps passed that day. The inhabitants there

seemed actuated by a common impulse to empty their larders

for the benefit of the soldiers, but not more than a brigade or

two had passed when the last of the available sujiplv was ex-

liausted and they could only lift up empty hands in blessin"- of

those on their way to defend their homes and propertv.

The Southern cavalry had scoured the country prcttv clfeetu-

ally during the few days of their presence, and almost from the
lime tiie Federal column entered Maryland every officer who
could bo apjtruached had listened to tales of especial hardship in

the way of horses and otlier property ru thlesslv a]>iu-opri,ited

\viih at the best no other conipcnsatiou than tlie wtjrthloss Con-
fi-d(.-rate scrip. As one such unlia}i[)y applicant turned awav
li'ora the Thirty-seventh, at a temporary lialt, he exchiimed, verv
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vigorously, "Well, colonel, if you can't do anything toward

getting back my colts, I hope when your men come across the I

rascals they'll give them hell!"

Only the participant in like experiences can realize the misery

of the ceaseless march of the long, sultry hours. It was a hot,

breathless July day. The sun poured down with merciless, un-

broken heat, and the dust that rose in great lazy clouds from j;

the highway enveloped man and horse, general and private alike, f.

in its all-embracing mantle of torture. How the exhausted f

lungs panted for one full Ijreath of pure, cool fresh air I Panted
|

only to be mocked by the bitter, burning, dust-laden blast that g

seemed to come from the mouth of a furnace. "What wonder

that the sun-stroke was omnipresent along the line—that strong

men gasped and staggered and fell, while the thick blood burst %

forth from mouth and nostrils and tlie tortured frame Avas placed

tenderly in some shaded nook l)y comrades whose visions swam

and who trembled on tlic verge of a like fate. But the winding

column never paused, for not the life of one man but the life of

the nation was at stake that day.

About midday the regiments tiled into the fields beside the

road and the men sank upon the ground. "Make no tires, for

there will be no time to cook any tiling—only a few minutes for

rest," was tlie instruction as the line halted, and every moment

was devoted to the relief of the painful feet .and weary limbs.

All too soon came the stimmons to fall in again, and the men
struggled to their feet. They had not retdized before how tired

they were, how sore and stiff their limbs.

From early morning the booming artillery had proclaimed the

work of death to be still in progress, and each hour as tJie dis- 1;

tanco lessened the thunder grew louder. Ah-eady the coriis was ^'

meeting the tide of wounded hastening witli desperate energy

to the rear—that most demoralizing experience to a body of

troops approaching a battle-tield. With scarcely an excej)tioii

the talc they told was one of disaster to the Feih'ral army.

" You fellows will I'utch it; tlie wliole arniv is smashed to piecesi"

said more than one brawny fugitive with a bleeding arm or a .

'

bandaged head, glancing over his slioulder as though fearing the iq

1^





BEHOLDING THE BATTLE-PIELD. 175

pursuit of a rebel columu. Only a te^v miles remain, jukI occa-

sionally through an opening between the hills what looks like a

white bank of fog can be seen. It is the smoke that hangs over

the scene of the great contest. There is a sharp hill in advance

over which the pike winds, and when its crest is reached the

field will be in view. The word runs back along the line, and
what a transformation is wrought! Gone now the fatigue, the

weariness forgotten; the blood bounds once more in the veins,

the muscles harden, the eyes flash I Down into the valley—up
the sharp ascent beyond, and with eager eyes the men of the

Sixth Corps look upon the greatest battle of the rebellion. Yet
it is not much that they see. A low range of bights, battery-

crowned and partially wooded, with masses of soldiers that look

like threads of blue drawn at hap-hazard across the green of the

landscape; a cloud of smoke about the batteries at the left, with

now and auon the white puff of a bursting shell—then they go
down the slope, across Rock Creek, and turn into the fields beside

the Baltimore pike on which they have been nuirching. "llvst I"

is the brief and welcome command, and they drop on the un-

shaded ground, glowing with heat, though it is. Here and
there one, less exhausted than his fellows, gathers as many can-

teens as he can carry and starts for a supph' of water—a precau-

tion that must not be neglected. A canteen of water is the

M'ounded man's best friend, and who can tell what the remaining

hours of the declining day may have in store? The column
proper has halted, indeed, but there is no cessation of the pro-

cession coming up the pike. The thousands who have been un-

able to keep pace with the swiftly moving corps throng the high-

way in groups and masses, all actuated by a common motive—to

find their respective commands and do their duty. The record

of the Thirty-seventh in regard to straggling on this occasion is

one to which it may Avell revert with prid(?r Out of its over tiOO

men only seven were absent when the roll was called on halting.

All too short has been the interval of rest, wlien a stall ollioer

dashes down tlie turnpike. Tiiere is a momentary consultation,

a hurrying here and tliere of orderlies, then tiui command, sharp

and clear, *' Fall in I" 'J'o their feet spring those who a few
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minixtes before seemed helpless from exhaustion. Forgotten the

pain, ignored the stiffness of limb, for help is needed, and never

did the° Sixth Corps fail at the call of duty. As by magic the

line is formed, but the march is no longer by the broad higli-

way; it is down across the fields and thence np into the forest

toward Weed's Hill, where Sickles and his Third Corps are in a

death gi-apple with the Confederates under Longstreet. There

are hundreds of objects which attest the presence of the great

battle-field—groups of men in gray guarded by those in blue,

disabled cannon which have been dragged back from the front,

and the other debtis of war. The men can only glance at them

as they go hurrying past. How heroically they hold their places

—those sons of' New England who after such mighty efforts to

reach the scene are now going up toward the smoking crest to

face death, mutilation,—all the horrible chances of the battle!

Presently a messenger comes galloping back from General

Sedgwick, who is at the front. " Tell Colonel Eustis to bring

up his bricrade as soon as possible!" These words mean some-

thing, coming from that source, ''Double-quick!" is the

simple order, and the Thirty-seventh, which is leading the bri-

gade, dashes forward in line array with never a lagging step.

''Fix bayonets!" and with a clash and clatter the steel is fitted

to every imusket, in readiness to force its way through whatever

may oppose. In a few minutes Little Round Top is readied,

the" column is changed quickly to line of battle, the right rest-

ing close to General Sedgwick's head-quarters, thence extending

back of the crest toward the southeast, ready for any duty which

may be required. The fierce struggle of the afternoon was

dying away with the daylight, only the occasional dropping of a

bullel in tlic forest—one of which killed a sergeant of the Tentii

regiment—showed to the waiting line how near it was to the

scene of active service.

In that position the men laid on their arms that night, and

most of tliem slept soundly, notwithstanding the snrroundin'j-

and the ceaseless procession of stretcher-bearers passing throuu-n

the line of the Thirty-seventh with their ghastly burdens.





CHAPTER IX.

THE TURN OF THE TIDE.

THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG.—THE THIRTY-SEVENTH TRIED

BY FIRE.—THE PURSUIT OF LEE.—CLIMBING THE MOUNTAINS,

—ONCE MORE IN VIRGINIA.

General Lee became convinced on the 28th of June that the

rapid Jiorthwurd movement of the Army of the Potomac woukl

cut off liis commnnicatio)is with Virginia and seriously imperil

his command should he cross the Susquehanna, as he had con-

templated, and a concentration of his forces in the direction of

Gettysburg was ordered to begin the folloAving day. At that

time Early's division of E well's corps was at York, to the north-

east of Gettysburg, the other two divisions of the same corps at

Carlisle, north of Gettysburg, and the two corps of Hill and

Longstreet at Chambcrsburg on the west. Hill and Ewell moved

leisurely toward tlie point of concentration and Longstreet pre-

pared to follow. Meanwhile from the south and southeast the

Union troops were approaching the same spot. General Meade,

with the intention before referred to of fighting on the line of

Pipe Creek, if possible, had establislied his head-quarters Avith

the Second Corps at Tanej-town, due south from Gettysburg.

The Fifth and Twelfth corps were at Hanover, east of Gettys-

burg, the Sixth at Manchester, while the Third at Emmettsburg

supi>orted the advance of the First and Eleventh toward Gettys-

burg from that point.

General Buford occupied Gettysburg with his cavalry division

on the 20th, pushing out pickets on the different roads running

in the direetion of the enemy, and awaited the arrival of General

Reyuohls. Shortly after o'clock ol' July 1, the advance of

HeLh's division of Hill's corps began to press the Union cavalry





178 THE TURN OF THE TIDE.

on the Chambersburg turnpike, but a skillful use of Buford's

artillery held them on the other side of Willoughby Run till

General Reynolds arrived on the scene with the two brigades of

Wadsworth's division of the First Corps. Cutler's brigade was

formed across and on both sides of the pike,, while the ''Iron
*'

Brigade commanded by General Meredith, went into position on

its left and in the rear of the seminary which gave its name to

the erentle swell of land between the scene of contJict and the

village. The formation of the Union line had taken place un-

der fire, and a desperate conflict at once opened, in which the

Confederates met with serious loss. There General Archer and

800 of his brigade were captured by a flank move of the Iron

Brigade, and two Mississippi regiments of Davis's brigade were

obliged to surrender iu the railroad cut parallel to the pike in

which they had taken position; but all the Federal success was

more than counterbalanced by the loss of the noble General

Reynolds, killed by a sharpshooter's bullet at the very moment

of greatest promise. The command of the field now devolved

upon General Doubleday, who had come up with the other

divisions of the First Corps, and soon his entire force was hotly

engaged. The advance of Rodes's division of Ewell's corps was

coming in on the Carlisle road, and connecting' with Hill's

left it extended the line of battle far around and beyond the

Union right. General Paul's brigade very neatly captured three

regiments of Iverson's Xorth Carolinians, and the Union troops

fought desperately and successfully against the immensely supe-

rior numbers that pressed them.

About 1 o'clock the Eleventh Corps came up, and General

Howard, by virtue of his rank, assumed command of the field,

turning his corps over temporarily to General Carl Sehurz. The

Eleventh was composed of three divisions of two brigades each.

One division—Steinwchr's—was posted as a reserve on Cemetery

Hill to the eastward of Gettysburg, while the other two were

tiirown into position to prolong the Union line around to tiie

northward of the viUa<?e. This line was now three miles in j

K'ngth, facing in two directions at nearly right angles, every-
|

where weak, and swept by the Coufe<lerate artillery posted on





THE FIUST DAY AT GETTYSBUEG. 179

the commanding eminence of Oak Hill. The weakest point was

at the junction of the two corps, or where the junction should

liave been, for they do not seem to have connected, and here

Rodes forced in his division like a wedge and broke the right of

the First and the left of the Eleventh Corps. Then the whole

Confederate line pressed forward and crumbled the opposing

force by the power of its blows, pushing on through the town,

capturing several thousand prisoners and finally halting for the

night at the base of Cemetery Ridge.

As soon as General Meade was apprised of the severity of the

conflict and the death of General Reynolds, he sent forward

General Hancock, who was with him at Taneytown, with in-

structions to assume command at the front. Hancock nobly

displayed his powers as a commander in rallying the fugitives

that came pouring over Cemetery Hill, forming them in connec-

tion with the small reserve already there in such firm array as

to discourage the further advance of the Confederates. General

Slocum arrived on the scene with the two divisions of the

Twelfth Corps late in the afternoon, strengthening and extend-

ing the Union line, and turning over to him the command at

the front, General Hancock rode back to Tane}i;own to consult

with General Meade. On the way he met his own Second Corps,

which Meade had ordered forward, and placed it in reserve as a

protection to the flank and rear of the main position. The

Third Corps under General Sickles also came up about the same

time and went into position on the left. General Stannard's

l>rigade of Vermonters likewise reached the scene and took

l)osition witli Doubleday's division of the First Corps, to which

they were assigned. Their ranks were full, and though they

had never borne the test of battle, and their nine-months' term

of service had almost expired, they were to prove themselves

soldiers of the most lieroic mold.

On reaching head-quarters General Hancock found that the

Fifth and Sixtli Corps had been ordered up, and Meade's dispo-

sition to fight at Gettysburg was strengthened by Hancock's

ri'port of the strong defensive position now occupied by the

l)ortiuu of the Federal army already on tlic fiehl. At 1 o'clock
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that night Meade reached tlie scene, and early morning of tht-

2d of July saw the two armies lacing each other and waiting fur

the terrible test which was now certain to come.

From the village of Gettysburg radiate no less than 11 impoit-

ant roads, and that the reader may correctly appreciate tlie

relative positions of the armies and the more striking topoirrapli-

ical features, he will suppose himself approaching the town by

the Baltimore turnpike, by which the last part of the journey of

the Sixth Corps to the spot was made. A mile southeast of tlic

center of the town he will pause at the top of a considerable

eminence, known as Cemetery Hill, its summit on the left of

the beholder being occupied by Evergreen Cemetery, the villacre

burying-place. Something more than two miles away as the

bird flies, almost due south, rises the round wooded lirow o:'

Round Top, 16-i feet higher than the crown of Cemetery Hill; ;i

half-mile north of Round To}) is a secondary elevation known a>

Little Round Top or Weed's Hill, 116 feet lower than the parent

mountain, but still 48 feet higher than the cemetery, with whid!

it is connected by an elevation or swell in some parts sinking sn

nearly to the common level as to require the iiracticed eye of an

engineer to locate. To the rear, however, the slope was more

pronounced, atCording admirable shelter for the reserves, train-'.

hospitals and the like. Xearly parallel and aliout a mile to i hi-

westward of the range just described rose another, not so eoni-

manding in hight and less broken in outline, with its crosi

almost entirely wooded, extending in nearly a direct line nortli

and south far as the eye could reach, known as Seminary Ritli: •

The valley between these two ranges broadens and stretchc-

away toward the eastward at the village of Gettysburg, sweepinir

artiund to the northward of Gulp's Hill, the latter a rockv.

wodded, irregular eminence breaking back toward the rear a

half-mile to the northeast of the cemetery. Along this valley laii

tiie lines of Ewell's corps—the left of Lee's army—extending

liirough the village and conncctinir at Seminary liidgo with thr

center under Hill. Here the Confederate line bent southwaril.

follnwing the course of the higlits and connecting with the rigli'

under Longstreet, tlui hitter's couuuand reaching down opposii*.'
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to Round Top; Longstreet and Hill faced nearly east, EwcU

almost south.

Cemetery Hill, commanding in higlit every other eminence in

the vicinity except tiic Kound Tops and unlike them admirably

adapted to occupation by bodies of soldiers and commanding

every road entering Gettysburg, had been marked by tlie trained

eye of General Reynolds when he rode rapidly to the front as

the key point of the entire field, and by his direction Steinwehr's

division was posted there when Howard's command came into

action. On this reserve the broken battalions had been rallied

as they streamed back through the town, and from this starting

point had been built a battle front which the stoutest hearted

chieftain might well hesitate to attack. The right of the Union

line on Gulp's Hill Avas formed by the Twelfth Corps, hastily in-

trenched in a position so naturally strengthened by rocks and by

the swampy borders of Rock Creek at the right that it seemed

almost impregnable. The First and Eleventh Corps, or what

was left of them, prolonged the line to and covering Cemetery

Hill, from whose commanding liight batteries looked grimly

forth in command of the neighboring valleys, the town and all

its approaches. The First Corps, commanded by General Double-

day during the first day, i\ad now been })laced under GeJieral

Newton, who had left his own Third Division of the Sixth Cor]is

in charge of General Wheaton, the hitter's brigade in turn com-

manded by Colonel Xevin of the Sixty-second Xew York.

South of the cemetery Hancock's Second Corps was placed, the

Fifth, which arrived early in the morning of the 2d after a sharp

night's march, being in reserve, while General Sickles's Third

Corps formed the Union left.

Here was the critical point in the Union line. General Sick-

les, ordered to place his corps in the best position, found that at

this point the center of the valley proper along which the Em-
niettsburg road ran was really higher ground than that in the rear

whif.h would liave eontinued tlu^ Fedoral line directly toward

Little Round Top, and tlu're he placed his two divisions. This

dispo.-^'iiion of the corps has been much criticised, but it seems

doubtful if with the force at his cujuiiianil Sickles could have
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made a wiser one. Had the impetuous blow of Longstreet tliat

afternoon been received with the corps in tlie direct line to

Little Round Top the line must have been weaker, it could

scarcely have failed to yield before the assault, throwing both

those commanding eminences into the hands of the enemy, whirh

would instantly have rendered the whole Federal position un-

tenable. Yet there was a fatal weakness in the formation of

the corps, since after extending along the road to a peacli

orchard almost directly in front of Little Round Top and a mile

distant it bent back at a sharp angle and ran toward that hill,

ending "in the air/' as the right of the Eleventh Corps had

done at Chanceilorsville. These points were noted by the Con-

federates, and Longstreet prepared to attack, opening his artil-

lery fire shortly after 4 o'clock. General Meade was even then

consulting with Sickles as to tlie possibility of correcting tlu'

faulty alignment, but as that was clearly impossible prompt

measures for reinforcing the left were taken.

Hood's division led in the attack, striking a frightful blow on

the angle at the peach orchard and crushing in the Union lines

there while at the same time it enveloped the whole flank and

crept around between Sickles's left and Little Round Top. The

latter had thus far been used only as a signal station, and tlio

occupants were folding up their flags to depart when General

Warren, the chief engineer on General Meade's stalf, apparently

the first on the field to comprehend the importance of the hill,

ordered the flags to wave while he hastened in search of assist-

ance. The Fifth Corps was just coming upon the field to rein-

force Sickles, and Warren took the responsibility of detaching

Colonel Vincent's brigade and threw it forward to the im-

periled hight. Hazlitt's battery was also secured and by tre-

mendous exertion placed in position on the crest, the guns beiiii:

lifted over the rocks l)y the men or dragged by ropes up the pre-

cipitous slopes. As Vincent's men climbed one side HoodV
Texans scrambled up the other, and almost hand to hand tin-

contest raged. The Confederates wore driven l>ack to the ba.---

of the hill, but there amid the roeks tliey clung with a dogged

determination, working still around the exposed Hank. Vin-
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ceut and Hazlitt were botli killed, with hundreds of their bravo

fellows, and the ammunition of the infantry was exhausted.

Colonel J. L. Chamberlain's brave regiment—the Twentieth

Maine—had extended its thin line till the men stood in single

rank, then when their guns were empty bayonets were leveled

and they rushed upon the foe. Maine met Texas, and iN'ew

England won.

Meantime in the peach orchard a terrible conflict ensued. The

enemy penetrated farther and farther the disru})ted Union line,

breaking off fragment after fragment and sending it bleeding and

helpless to the rear. Reinforcements came in striving to regain

the lost ground, fought desperately for a short time and gave

way in turn. Cross, Zook and Willard commanding brigades

were killed or mortally wounded; General Sickles suffered the

loss of a leg, the command of the corps devolving upon General

Birney. Steadily the terrible wave of fire rolled up toward the

line of Cemetery Ridge till the Fifth Corps Avas fully enveloped

From the Second, First and Twelfth Corps detachments came

hurrying up to strengthen the line which was now assuming

permanence and solidity, while the attack, so long continued

and so desperate, Avas becoming spasmodic and weak. The Con-

federates, too, had lost heavily in men and olHcers. General

Barksdale was fatally wounded, and Longstreet, riding to the

front to examine the work still before his decimated legions, saw

with dismay the firm ranks of undaunted blue.

It was at this time that the Sixth Corps—never more welcome

—began to reach the scene. Nevin's brigade (lately Wheaton's),

which had led the corps in that memorable march, swept over

the hill, pushed the Confederates back and held the ground.

Close in their wake Eustis's Brigade was in line of battle ready

to test its mettle, but it was not needed. The Union line was

now strong enough to defy any earthly foe, both the Round

Tops were securely occupied, the flank and rear beyond them

were held by the cavalry sappt)rted by the veteran Vermont

In-igiide and Torbert's New Jcrsoyans, and as dusk closed in on

tludong summer's tlay the sonnds of strife gradually ceased and

the demorali^sed assailants withdrew. Both sides regarded the





184 THE TURN OF THE TIDE.

result with satisfaction. The Confederates had fought desp.;--

ately and had gained considerable ground, but they had secun :

no important advantage. Their assaults had finally been r- -

pulsed and their advance driven back. Said a wounded Federa!

officer as he was borne through the line of the Thirty-seven!.';

that night to suffer the amputation of a terribly shattered I'l::

"1 don't begrudge it a bit ! We drove the graybacks a mi;

and a half, and it was worth a leg to see them go!" This spir.;

was manifest everywhere among the Union soldiers. They wer-

on Freedom's soil, fighting her decisive battle, and no mattt r

what the cost, victory must be won. " Boys, we have comeh«.r.

to stay!" said brave Colonel Stone to his brigade as they to.k

position in front of the enemy in the first day's fight. Tli.i'

pregnant sentence was caught up and became the watchword <>!

the loyal army.

The battle of the afternoon was not confined to the scene <'.

the conflict just sketched. More or less fiercely it raged allal' i;.

the line. Hill menaced the Union position in his front a;:

:

Ewell attacked savagely with Early's and Johnson's divisi*':-

The former advanced against Cemetery Hill, but was repulti'!.

though the batteries on East Cemetery Hill were penetrated i

Hays's brigade, the artillerists fighting desperately with clu!-.

sticks and stones, over their beloved guns. Then reinfor. •

ments came to aid the imperiled gunners, the Louisianians W' ;

driven back into the fire of converging batteries where they s'-

fered terrible loss, the "Tigers" as reported taking back oji'V

150 of the 1,750 who joined in the charge.

Johnson's division directed its efforts against the nortlui'

face of Gulp's Hill, and there the greatest Confederate sutr* ^'

was won. The Twelfth Corps having been drawn upon to sis;

port Sickles before danger in that part of the field was an!n^

pated, the determined attack pushed the defenders out of th'
'

earthworks, and though fighting continued far into the ni^':'-

the Confederates maintained the lodgment thus made.

That night a council was held at the head-quarters of t''-

Union eoinnuindcr and it was decided to continue the Hi:!''-

thougli the loss on the Federal side had been at least :20,<it)0 m- !•
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already. The lirst work of the morning, therefore, wjis the

recovery of tlic lost ground on Gulp's Ilill, luid tliere, both sides

reinforcing their troops already in position, a stubborn contest

raged till nearly noon. Shalers brigade of Wheaton's division

was doing its best in conjunction with the Twelfth Corps, but

Johnson held on doggedly, and a request was sent to General

Meade for another brigade. " Send Eustis," was the order, and

the brigade, which with scarcely a change of position had all the

morning lain listening to the roar of cannon and the rattling

tire of skirmishers in front, moved briskly away toward the

right, the Thirty-seventh in advance. Again they were not

needed. Johnson had retired while the orders were in trans-

mission, so the brigade was halted for a time in a grove near

Cemetery Hill, whence it presently started back toward the

point from which it came. A terrible and wholly unexpected

trial was in store for the Thirty-seventh. In going over, as in

comino' back, the Tanevtown road had been followed part of the

way. This road diverges from the Emmettsburg road at the

outskirts of the village at the base of Cemetery Hill, winds

around the hill and crosses the ridge a little distance south of

the cemetery, running directly in the rear of the Eound Tops.

At the point where the Thirty-seventh entered the road the

ridge to the westward sinks to a scarcely perceptible elevation, so

that the movement of the column was fully exposed for a short

tlistance to the Confederate artillery on Seminary Eidge, a mile

away. Suddenly, with no more warning than a preliminary shell

or two that went so far overhead as to scarcely attract an u})ward

glance of the eye, a murderous tire burst from the distant batter-

ies, striking the regiment in the flank with wonderful precision

and doing frightful execution. It was the opening of Lee's furi-

ous cannonade preceding his last desperate assault, and whether

the missiles were aimed at Eustis's command or at the formid-

able array of Federal batteries just over the slope to the front is

uncertain. Shells burst in the faces of the men, tore terrible,

l>leeding gaps through tlie ranks, crashed in resonant fury against

the stone-wall and rocks bordering the road, rent the old board

fence at the left into hurtling fragments,—there could have been
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no severer test of human courage, and tlicrc could have been no
nobler response than was made by the Thirty-seventh regiment.
Xot a man faltered. " Steady, Thirty-seventh ! For^var(l,

double-quick !" rang forth from the lips of Colonel Edwards!
and straight through that horrible tempest of death the regi-

ment went with the steadiness of a battalion drill. It was only
a few rods till shelter was reached—a rocky piece of woods slop-

ing toward the east, and here the regiment halted. As it did so

a staff ofticer rode to the side of the colonel and. said in toii(>

heard by all the members : ''Colonel Edwards, I am direct.-'l

by Colonel Eustis to express to you his compliments for tii»-

splendid conduct of your regiment under the most terrible artil-

lery fire he evei; witnessed.'' It was a prompt, unqualified and
gratifying compliment, but it had been earned at a sad cost.

Six men were killed or mortally hurt, while 25 others wen-
wounded, an unusually large proportion of them having receivcil

disabling injuries. Never was the perfect organization of tlu-

medical corps better illustrated. Scarcely had the regimiTii

come to a halt and the injured who had been able to keep tlu'r

feet till a place of shelter was reached been conducted to the rear,

where their wounds received such hasty treatment as was possi-

ble, when the stretcher-bearers began to arrive with their blcc!-

ing burdens. One after another was brought in and tejidorlv

deposited upon the leafy ground. *'We can find no more : an.'

they all here ?" is the report. A hasty consultation then the

name of a missing one is uttered. Back again over the shell-

swept field the undaunted stretcher-men go, bendinc^ low to es-

cape, if possible, the flying missiles, looking evervwhero in the

vain hope of finding the absent comrade. He is at the rende/:-

vous before them. Struck in the head with a fragment of shei!

and stunned, he had recovered consciousness to find himself ex-

posed to further wounds or death at any mo)neut. Struir'^Iifi-

to his feet and groping around till his gun is found, the unfortu-
nate fellow staggers along the course taken bv his uninjured
comrades till he reaches the reginu'ut. presenting a most 'dKi-tiv

spectacle, face, clothing a7id hands coverc"! with blood, his a]'-

pearance. horrifying, though in fact his wound is not serious.
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Suddenly ii cry of horror breaks from tlic group of wounded

and finds quick echo from their friends. A wounded horse at

a mad gallop comes tearing straight toward them. His iron-clad

hoofs strike the ground Avith a force which seems to shake the

entire hill, and apart from the danger of being crushed beneath

their terrible blows the sight presented by the poor wounded

brute is a horrible one. A cannon-shot has torn through his

lower jaw, leaving it hanging only by a few shreds. "With head

thrown high in air, uttering frenzied cries of pain, the severed

jaw swinging and whirling at every stroke of the hoofs, his mag-

nificent white breast covered with the spouting blood, he plunges

straight toward the score or more of mangled human beings.

''Shoot him I shoot him!" goes up from many a lip suddenly

grown pale, but no shot can be fired without endangering life,

nor is there time for deliberate aim till he has swerved somewhat

from his course and goes harmlessly past through the forest.

While the ambulances are on their way to the spot to take the

wounded back to the division field hospital, which has been es-

tablished near Rock Creek, there is time to survey the group of

sufferers. In Company A, Thomas B. Jenks, Josiah T. Hunt and

George W. Truell were wounded. In Company B the wounded

were : Enos Besoncoii (mortally), Almon Cadwell, George T.

Carter, Calvin Goodbo and Charles A. Taggart. From Company
C, Corporal John A. Hall, John Kelley, Frederick S. Shephard,

James Ferry and John ^L Taylor were wounded. The severest

loss was borne by Company E, in which James H. Perkins was

killed and Charles Gurncy fatally wounded, with Sergeant Dar-

win R. Fields, James L. Bowen, James M. Fletcher, Daniel

Lewis and Edwin E. Phelps wounded. Elihu Coville of Com-
pany F was mortally wounded. Lieutenant Andrew L. Bush
of Company II received a severe wound in the thigh from a

fragment of shell, and in his company Charles X. Clark, Horace

C. Kamsdi'll and Alonzo F. Turner were wounded, as was AVil-

lard Armstrong of Com])any I. In Company K, Patrick Hussey

was killed and James Cranqiton mortally wounded. '''

•J: is thought that a few others, ^\ho<;e mmes cannot be a-certained were wounded. No c.ire-

f- \ rut.in. ^ oi c.'i=..iahits in the regiment setm to iiave been made till the campaigns of the follow-
ing yeir were entered upon.
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The escapes from death or severe wounds were cspeciully num-

erous. Color-Sergeunt C. S. Biirdwcll was knocked down by a

fragment of shell which struck his pistol, bending the barrel ar.d

bruising the wearer, but doing no further harm. '' Cap'n, I

can't do much with sich a gun as that 1" says a sturdy young

Irishman, holding up his musket, through the breech of wliicii

a shell had made its way without knocking it from his hand.

The coat collar of another was torn from the garment without

damage to the wearer and without his knowledge.

While the wounded were lying in the ambulances ready to set

forth for the hospital the Thirty-seventh was again summoned

toward the right, but as before, the crisis passed without the

necessity for its assistance, and again it moved back. The su-

preme effort of the Confederates had been made—and ha«l

failed. It was a mad attempt. General Lee seems to have been

rendered desperate by the situation, especially after his lodg-

ment on the right had been driven out in the morning. Agamsi

the judcrment of his ablest officers he resolved upon a direct at-

tack against the Federal left center. Prefacing the charge by a

terrible cannonade of an hour and a half from 150 i)ieces of his

artillery, to wliich 80 guns on the Union side made undaunted

resi)onse, he finally at about 3 o'clock launched Pickett's divisioii

of Longstreet's corps across the wide plain against the Second

Corps, located to the southward of the cemetery. The attack-

ing division was composed principally of the Hower of Virginia

troops, had been the last to reach the Held, and had not l>eforr

been engaged. They were supported by Pettigrew's division

and Wilcox's brigade'of Hill's corps, while a co-operative detnon-

stration was made by other troops from Longstreet's commau-i

farther toward the Union left. The latter was promptly fru;^-

tratedbv a very gallant attack on the charging lines by the eav-

alrv command of General Kilpatrick, which made so valiant an

assault as to completely check that part of the rebel programnu-.

though at a loss of the bravo General Farnsworth and the st-

vere handling of his brigade.

The ^tory of the war presents no c,q-ander example of .lovot'-;

bravery tiian the charge of Pickett's comnumd,—nor any m'J'"
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unjustifiable waste of human life by a comnuinder. Moving

unfalteringly across the wide expanse under a most terrible

artillery fire, it swept on up the slope, struck and penetrated the

thin line of Hancock's corps. For a moment its banners waved

in a sort of triumph, then the lines of blue closed around and

enfolded the wedge of gray till it was utterly crushed and de-

stroyed. Pettigrew's supporting line had gone to pieces some

time before^ demoralized by the discovery that they were not

operating against Pennsylvania militia, as they had been led to

suppose, but their old enemy, the Army of the Potomac.

Hays's division of the Second Corps gatiiered in from this mass

of fugitives 2,000 prisoners and 15 battle flags. Wilcox's brigade

ha\ing reached the shelter of the Emmettsburg road waited

there for the storm to cease, and thus when Pickett's command
reached Cemetery Piidge both its flanks were exposed. A part

of Stannard's Vermont Brigade was moved promptly against the

Confederate right flank where it poured in a terribly demoraliz-

ing fire. Entire regiments dropped to the ground and threw up

their hands in token of surrender, while Pickett, unharmed
though nearly every other officer in his division had been struck

down, seeing the madness of furtlier effort to pierce the Union
lines, sadly gave the command to retreat. Of liis three brigade

commanders, Garnett was killed^, Armistead mortally wounded

after penetrating the Union lines, and Kemper severely so.

Twelve colors and 2,500 prisoners from the division remained in

the hands of the victors, while the remnant of tliose who had

escaped death or wounds fled wildly back across tlie plain, again

ex]iosed to a terrible artillery fire. Wilcox now moved forward

his brigade, with what object it would be hard to say, and it

very, speedily shared the fate of Pettigrew's command, being

torn to pieces by the hot fire poured upon it and several hundred

of its men made prisoners by two regiments of Stannard's brigade.

The last mighty sliock of the battle of Gcttysljurg had bt-en

felt, ami tlivouirh that night and the following day the remnants
of the CoJiledcrato army gazed sadly I'urtli from their position

<m Seminary Kiuguat the I'nion lines mas-ed in firm array along

the blood-stained bights from Cuip's Hill to Ixound Top. Any
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further attack on Lee's part was utterly out of the question, and

his preparations were at once made for a retreat to Virginia with

whatever he could rescue from the disaster, though it was nut

till near daylight of the 5th that his picket lines were withdrawn.

Blame has sometimes been attached to General Meade that he-

did not make the defeat of Lee more complete by a strong

counter attack after the failure of Pickett's assault; but it should

be borne ip. mind that he had only a few fresh brigades, that the

Army of the Potomac had already lost 30 per cent of its num-

bers, including many of its most valuable officers—Hancock and

Gibbon having been severely wounded in repulsing the final at-

tack. Under such circumstances to abandon an impregnable

defensive position to accept the chances of offensive warfare

when it was not a matter of necessity would certainly not have

been wise.

Even the reserve brigades were in no condition for severe duty.

The Thirty-seventh, which had made so brave a record on the

march to the field, was sadly exhausted, before the close of that

weary 3d of July. Back and forth in the rear of the line it had

hastened from point to point wherever the danger was greatest,

often at double-quick, through the terrible heat till many of its

members were prostrated by sun-stroke, among the number being

both the colonel and the lieutenant-colonel. The Second Bri-

gade was soon after the repulse advanced to the front, taking

position near the foot of the ridge and just to the northward of

the scene of the territic struggle of the day before. Late in the

afternoon Crawford's division of the Fifth Corjis, lying to the

left of Enstis, charged forward over a portion of the ground

wrested from Sickles, capturing a battery and driving the Con-

federates pell-mell back to their mam line.

The night which succeeded was one of the saddest. Every-

where the field was covered with the dead and wounded, and

after dark the soldiers of the two armies mingled freely on the

ground between the skirmish lines: looking for fnlk-n couira'les

or actuated by the promptings of a cnnuiiou humanity m sttK-

ing to allay the terrible sutferiug which uo inuigination could

realize. A severe rain-storm during the night proved a blessing
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to many who were suffering from thirst, thougli under the cir-

cumstances it was a source of great discomfort to others.

The 4th passed with little of interest. About noon the Thirty-

seventh were retired somewhat from their advanced position and

ordered to intrench without delay, it being understood that ar-

tillery fire was shortly to be resumed. The men had only their

bayonets and their hands for intrenching tools, but the former

loosened the earth, while the latter, assisted in. many cases by the

owner's tin plate or cup, piled it up in a defensive form. Euils

were gathered from the fences, and even dead horses utilized, till

in a short time they had constructed a creditable line of breast-

works behind which the regiment settled as comfortably as pos-

sible considering the nearly incessant rain. Lee during the day

retired from in front of Gulp's Hill and withdrew his forces from

the village of Gettysburg, taking up a strong position along

Seminary Ridge, where he seemed to be awaiting attack. The

village was occupied by Howard's forces about noon, but no

further demonstration was made upon either side.

Daylight of Sunday, the 5th, failed to bring the usual scatter-

ing fire from the picket lines, and the suspicion was at once

awakened, which investigation contirmed, that the enemy had

gone. The skirmisliers were puslied forward till the fact was es-

tablished and then the Sixth Corps was organized for the pursuit.

Moving out by the Emmettsburg road through the center of the

battle-field, a horrible spectacle was witnessed by the soldiers.

Everywhere the sad debris of the conflict met the eye. The

wounded had all been gathered into the vast lield hospitals, but

the dead were still unburied on every hand, though large details

from the Second Corps were then at work on that sad duty,

marking the resting i)lace of each comrade with a piece of board

which had recently formed part of a cracker box, bearing so far

as it was possilde to decide the facts the name, rank, company

and regiment of the fallen hero. Great numbers of the Con-

federate dead still lav exposed to the elements, scores of horses

wore strewn around as they had fallen, wcai[)ons and oijuipmouts

of every kiml were scattered in every direction. As Gettysburg

was left behiiul ami the regiment pushed along the Fairtield road
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ill the pursuit additional uvideuces of ihc terrible losses of ilie

enemy constantly multiplied. Every building was filled with

their wounded ; in sheltered spots in the corners of fences, wher-

ever an approach to comfort could be found, the unfortunate

men had been left to the tender mercies of the victors—mercies,

be it recorded, which never failed to succor and care for the mis-

guided men as tenderly as though they had fallen in defense of

the Stars and Stripes. Yet Lee's long wagon trains had been-

packed to their utmost capacity with wounded, whom he was at-

tempting to transport back to Virginia.

The day's march was short, not more than seven or eight miles

being covered. The roads were muddy and very tedious, and

early in the afternoon the advance came, so close upon the rebel

rear that it was necessary to proceed with caution. Evening

showed the enemy's rear guard strongly disposed to dispute the

passage of the pursuers through the South Mountains, which had

now been reached, and a halt for the night was ordered. 3Iany

had been the demonstrations of delight along the route by the

loyal people, some of whom came from miles away to look upon

the valiant veterans who had freed them from the presence of the

hateful foe. There was everywhere the realization of a crushing

defeat sustained by the invaders, their own vrounded and prison-

ers frankly admitting for the first time that they had been

worsted by the Yankees in fair fight, but charging it all to the

mistaken policy of leaving the defensive in Virginia and assum-

ing the offensive on Xorthern soil.

The corps were early astir next morning, with many anticipa-

tions as to what the day might have in store for them, and pres-

ently moved forward toward the mountains. An inconsiderable

advance was made, then a halt for an hour or two ; after whicii

the regiment retraced its steps nearly to the starting point of the

morning and deployed as skirmishers, in which position it re-

mained till nearly evening. Then the march was resume<l, but

it was no longer in direct pursuit of the retreating foe. (!cn<.'ral

Meaile had changed liis plan, if the purpose of a close, siiarp ]iiir-

suit liad ever been entertained. Lee had taken the most ilirort

route for the Potomac on leaving Gettysburg, the distance to
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Williamsport by way of Fairfield being about 40 miles ; but in-

stead of following over the same route and jjressing the retiring

columns, the Union commander decided upon a circuitous route

to the eastward, fully twice us long. Leaving a small force,

principally cavalry, to watcli the Confederate rear, the pursuing

column proper was turned in the new direction, and the Thirty-

I seventh, having covered the witlidrawal of the rest of the cor})S,

i followed it toward Emmettsburg. Passing through Fairfield,

another halt was made till after dark, when the journey was

taken up in earnest.

I
And such a night's march I Xone who had part in it can ever

I
forget that terriljle tramj). The men were hungry id the start,

having received but a very limited supply of rations at Gettys-

burg. The road was narrow and rough, evidently but little

traveled, and was literally a bed of mud resting on a foundation

of small sharp stones. The soft mud soaked the men's shoes, all

of which had seen much wear, and the flinty stones cut them to

pieces till many a poor fellow was forced to plod along barefooted

or with only his stockings to protect the blistered and bleeding

flesh. Unhappy the naturally tender-footed ! The long marches
of the recent past had reduced all such to a condition of inces-

sant suffering. Long after midnight the groaning column plod-

ded on, passing tlirougli a dark piece of woods where the intense

gloom seemed to add to the roughness and the muddiness, and
where files and companies mingled in an inextricable mass.

Officers sought in vain for their commands, or maintained bear-

ings only by the familiar tones of. some light-hearted private

whose spirits no hardship could subdue. Finally they staggered

rather than walked through Emmettsburg and half a mile be-

yond, halting in an open field at '-i o'clock and sinking down
wherever it might chance to sleep during the few hours tliat re-

mained before the bugles would again sound the advance.

Early mornin;? of the 7th found the tired regiment once more
astir. Those wlio had not been able to find tlioir places during

the night now did so, a limited supply of rations was drawn :ind

many of the men ;ito their first food for 3*! hours. A large mail

—especially welcome at this time of great privation and exertion
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—was distributed, and at 8 o'clock the march was resumed.

Pitiful as was the condition of the men, and meager as had l)ec'n

the time allowed for rest, the day's programme contemplated a

march of fully 25 miles, and as nearly as possible the distaiux-

was made. But it was not till midnight that the column halte<u

and then it were more correct to say that it merely dwindled

away till there was nothing left to proceed further. The condi-

tions dufing the day were rather favorable than otherwise save

that the men were very weary ; but near night the ascent of

Catoctin Mountain began,—an experience wliich after the lapsr

of 20 years may well cause a shudder at the remembrance. A
drizzling rain had been falling during the day, but as the men

began to climb the mountain it increased till it seemed to de-

scend in torrents. Nothing worse in the form of roads could be

conceived of than that which infantry and artillery in a confused

huddle were trying to follow. The darkness was intense—liter-

ally nothing could be seen. The mounted officers could not dis-

tinguish the men upon whom each moment their horses were in

danger of stepping ; neither private nor captain could tell wliu

was struggling along at his side save as the voice made revela-

tion. The plunging and crushing of the ponderous artilicry

forced the infantry to the woods and fields for the possibility (if

a passage, and there the apology for a column melted away an>i

dwindled till there was no remedy but a general halt, 'i'iie

woods and fields everywhere Avere full of men, singly or in group-,

who had given up all eSort at further progress. Happy wen-

they who by rare good fortune had succeeded in kindling a liitie

fire, but they were few. In the darkness and pouring rain men

who could stagger no further laid them down to die, unhcediii;.:

whether their life might be trampled out by groping horsemen

or their stumbling comrades on foot.

Very forlorn indeed was the column which at 7 o'clock next

morning took up its way toward Middletown, some six or sevi-n

miles away. The rain still continued and the mud was stcaiiily

becuniing more li'juid ami abundant. The way led down the

nmnntain, and the road was terribly hard for the footsoiv sol-

diers, bnt they moved slowly, reaching iliddletown about noon.
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Soon after the halt it ceased raining, the sun shone brightly

forth, and as no further march was made that day the oppor-

tunity for drying clothing and blankets was improved. A full

supply of rations was now secured, tlie men prepared generous

suppers for the first time in many days, after which they enjoyed

a full night's rest which was highly appreciated. The 9th saw

another advance of a few miles, the army pivoting on the right,

composed of the Sixth and Eleventh Corps., while the left, ex-

tending to the Potomac, closed up toward the enemy. A halt

was made at Boonsboro about noon, shelters were pitched and a

comfortable afternoon and evening passed. As the Union caval-

ry had driven the enemy from that place the previous evening

there could be no doubt of the proximity of the two armies, and

the early opening of a great and decisive battle was confidently

looked for.

Antietam Creek was crossed by the left the next day—Friday,

July 10—while the right advanced to the vicinity of Funkstown,

which was reached three hours after the enemy left. The pres-

sure of the Confederate skirmishers against the Union advance

now showed the near presence of Lee's entire force, and by noon

the Sixth Corps was in line of battle, a portion of the Tliirty-

seventh being thrown forward to the out})Osts. The entire opera-

tions at this time took place in one of the richest and finest agri-

cultural regions of Maryland, and the necessary destruction of

grain and crops was immense. Untold acres of the finest wheat,

nearly ripe for the harvest, were trampled by lines of battle., by

marching columns or wagon and artillery parks, and well might

the unfortunate citizens exclaim, " From friend and foe alike

deliver us." Beyond a little skirmishing and artillery firing to

develop the Confederate position the afternoon passed without

event. The Southern army, forced to assume the defensive, was

found to be well intrenched in front of "Williamsport. Four

days previous they had reached the river, almost before the

roundabout Federal pursuit bosran, but found the stream too

deep for fording and they had not pontoi\s enough to construct

a bridge. The incessant rains continually swelled the Hood, so

Lee had no alternative to facing about and assuming the bohlest
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front possible. That the condition of his troops was critical tiicir

own warmest partisans admit. They had courage in plenty, but

next to no ammunition. The 11th was passed in the same quiet

way, with Companies A, I and G of the Thirty-seventh on the

skirmish line, the left of the Army of the Potomac being move-.)

a little nearer to Lee's right. Early the following morning tlio

Thirty-seventh passed through Funkstown and after feeling iis

way for two or three miles took position in front of the enemy's

intrenced line between Hagerstown and Williamsport.

The two armies were now in position, face to face, and it re-

mained for somebody to give the order to strike. General ]Mcad(;

held a council of war and decided not to attack. All the fol-

lowing night was devoted to intrenching the Union lines and

the 13th passed with only the exchange of a few shells by the

opposing artillery. That night each commander reached a de-

cision,—General Meade decided to attack next day, and General

Lee—finding that it would be possible to ford the river and

having also succeeded in constructing one jionton bridge at Fall-

ing Waters—decided to go back to Virginia—which he did.

The Union army moved down to AVilliamsport through a dis-

heartening rain, which added to the gloom felt at the escape of

the foe whose complete destruction the rank and tile had couli-

dently hoped to see accomplished. With the evening a severe

thunder storm came on, drenching out and washing away what

little spirit still remained in the tired bodies.

Disappointing as was the escape of Lee across the river, it

must be recognized that Meade had great reason for the caution

with which he acted. While the Confederate army had sutfcred

a decisive defeat at Gettysburg, his own had been sadly woundfU.

and he was even then unaware of the straitened conditioTi <>f

his antagonist. The close of the battle left the Army of tin-

Potomac with but 4:7,000 muskets: and though General French

with his division joined the Third Corps, of which he took com-
mand, on the 8th, .Moade still believed the enemy fully Cjual to

him in numbers, with the advantaire of a selected and fortilii.i

defensive position of nuicii natural strength. The Union .-•'!-

diers were by no means in good lighting condition. The Sixtii
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Corps was counted as the main dependence of the army, since it

was efficiently organized; had been but slightly engaged at Get-

tysburg, and its morale Avas ever admirable; yet it was perhaps

more than the others worn out by almost incessant marches and

hard duty. In the Thirty-seventh regiment 180 men at that

time—nearly a third of the whole number—were entirely desti-

tute of shoes, while their clothing was correspondingly demoral-

ized. Other regiments were certainly in no better condition.

Ewell's corps forded the Potomac at Williamsport, while the

Confederate right and center under Longstreet and llill retreated

by the ponton bridge at Falling Waters. The rear guard of the

latter was vigorously attacked by Kilpatrick's cavalry, two gnus,

three colors and a large number of prisoners being captured and

General Pettigrew mortally wounded, with slight loss to the as-

sailants.

The direct pursuit of Lee's army was now ended, and was

to be succeeded by a parallel scramble southward,—the counter-

part of so many other movements, the Union army east of the

Blue Ridge and the enemy in the Shenandoah valley. " Cover

Washington and take up a threatening position!" were Halleck's

directions to Meade, and early on the morning of the loth the

Thirty-seventh in its place in the corps moved back over the

road it had come, through Funkstown and Boonsboro, halting

near the latter place for the night and receiving rations for two

days. Soon after setting out upon the march that morning an

interesting meeting took place between the Thirty-seventh and

the Forty-sixth Massachusetts, Colonel W. S. Shurtletf, a nine-

months' regiment from Springfield and vicinity containing many
friends and acquaintances of the Thirty-seventh. During the

closing days of its service the Forty-sixth had been moved from

Xorth Carolina to Baltimore, where it formed part of a brigade

under General H. S. Briggs, moving to Frederick City and

tlience to the Army of the Potomac before Williamsport, where

it was attached to the First Corps. A few days later Colonel

.Shurtletl's command left lor Massachusetts, bearing many a

warm message from the Thirty-Seventh io frii-uds at home. At
3 o'clock of the l«ith the camps were astir, at half-past 4- the
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column was on tlie way, and at noon, having made a march of

16 miles, the Thirty-seventh halted within a mile of Berlin.

The associations of the place came vividly to the minds of ;ili

the members of the regiment. Less than nine months Ijofor.-

they had stopped at the same place on the way into Virgin i.i.

Daring the interval what an epoch of history had transpinii.

Then as now the Union army was in pursuit of a demoralize I

.

retreating foe. The adored McClellan was then in command.
The disastrous experiments of Burnside and Hooker had suc-

ceeded, followed by the signal victory under the present consoi--

rative commander. Everywhere in the regiment, from fieUl

officers to privates, there was the feeling that the victory miglit

and should have been made more decisive. There was a ftar

that the experiences of the previous year were practicallv to li-

repeated. The thought of another campaign in the desolate

and unfriendly regions of Virginia, following the brief sojourn

in a friendly country, was far from pleasant; yet underlying all

preferences and wishes, there was ever manifest in the breasts of

the soldiery a firm faith in the approaching triumph of tlie cause

in which they were enlisted, and a disposition to accept patient-

ly whatever of hardship and sacrifice might be necessary till tli--

flag of the Union should float in triumph over the entire laii'!.

It was Thursday noon when Berlin Avas reached, and no fur-

ther movement was made till Sunday, the 19th. The two entin;

days of rest, free from care or anticipation of an immediati.

battle, were heartily appreciated by the men. Friday was rainy

and disagreeable, but the men received a supj^ly of rations aii-i

clothing, both very much needed, and Saturday proved sunn}

and pleasant. That evening found a marked improvement ;m

the external appearance of the regiment. The river had givr:i

opportunity for bathing, the worn-out clothing was in many in-

stances discarded for fresh suits, the barefooted ones had one-

more comfortable shoes and socks, generous mails had been re-

ceived and dis}nitched, comfortable food had 1»een prepared, aii'i

Sunday morning found the command, brightened and vn-

eounigcd by those circumstances, cheerfully rosjionding to t'l-

orders for an early march.

I
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It was half-past 7 when the column moved on to the ponton

I bridge, across its swaying length, and was once more on the

\ "sacred soil." Over tho same route they had traveled the pre-

i vious autumn the regiment pushed along some ten miles or more,

I passing through Lovettsville, the few visible inhabitants more

I
scowling and ill-natured, if possible, than on the previous occa-

I
sion. The halt for the night was made near the little hamlet of

I Wheatland, and though the march had not been long it had been

I
very wearying, the sun seeming to shine with renewed fierceness

i after the weeks of almost constant cloud and rain. But if Sun-

I day had been hot, Monday was hotter. That day's march took
* the regiment to Union, about ten miles further down the valley,

I
past Snicker's Gap, through which, as so often before and after,

I the two armies played peep with each other. Fortunately Gen-

I
eral Meade was not in a hurry, the Thirty-seventh led the corps

I
that day, marching leisurely with frequent halts, and the region

I
was well watered by the various small streams tributary to Goose

Creek. These factors combined to make the day's march quite

comfortable considering the broiling heat.

The brigade halted for the night in a well-fenced lot of sev-

eral acres, the sole occupants of which had been about a dozen

lean, long-legged Virginia hogs. Xcver was the command to

'* Stack arms " more promptly obeyed, and what followed, the

moment ranks were broken, can be pretty well imagined. The
pigs were fleet of foot, and they ran for life, but the odds were

fifty to one, and the boys in blue remembered that Lee's soldiers

had recently been drawing rations at the expense of the loyal

people north of the Potomac. The scramble was very exciting

while it lasted, but within ten minutes the hundred camp-fires

were sending up the aroma of roasting pork.

The 21st was given up toVest, the soldiers exploring the sur-

rounding country in search of forage, though finding little ex-

cept blackberries, which were abundant and delicious. Xext
day at noon the regiment again led the corps, marching to T'ppcr-

ville, near the base of the Blue Kidge, on the road from Fairfax

via Paris to Windiester. IliTi- a ludt was ina<le for the niglit,

but at 3 o'clock the buirle rang out reveille and the line of nuirch
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was soon taken up. The Thirty-seventh, however, now took it-

place as rear guard, following the wagon-train, and conserpiciitl y,

as a march of 20 miles or more was made, did not reach bivouac

till 2 o'clock at night. The tired men dropped upon the grouii<l

and slept, almost wherever they chanced to be, during the two

hours or so till daylight, when they were aroused to prepare a

hasty breakfast and journey on again. The fires were lighted

and the little cooking was about half done, when the sharp order

to " Fall in
!

" came, and the half-cooked food was eaten as it best

could be on the march. About 10 o'clock Manassas Gap was

reached, where it was made known that a sharp skirmish had

occurred the previous day, resulting in the driving back of tin-

Confederate forces to Front Royal. The services of the Sixth

Corps not being required, after waiting a few hours they marched

back over the road they had come, and once more turned their

faces in the direction of Warrcntou, toward which the Army
of the Potomac was concentrating. Halting for the night no:ir

Orleans, the march was resumed early next morning, Saturday.

the 25th,—a day long to be remembered on account of the sul-

try, breathless heat. At Cliffe Mills a bridge was wanting, and a

detail from the regiment, under direction of the engineers, soon

had a substantial structure in ])lace. Then forward again over

the miserable roads, hungry, wear}"> the men continually falling

by the way from sun-stroke, till at last a halt was made on a stet-p

hill-side within a mile of Warrenton.

Here for four days the regiment remained and rested. Tli<-

following day being Sunday, religious services were held by

Chaplain Morse, for the first time in many weeks. The re-

maining days were devoted to explorations of the surroundin;.'

country, ostensibly in search of blackberries, though it w;i-

noticed that many a ration of iresh veal, pork and mutton fou:.<i

its way into camp without having passed through the commis-

sary department. The men raj)idly recovered from the exhaus-

tion of their recent marches while the general health of ti.i

regiment, greatly improving, had now become remarkably good.

eonsiiK'ring the sevt-re nature of the service.

Up to this time the following changes had occurred in the roe-
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ter of otlicers : Second Liuutejuiut ILiiris was iKlvanced to tirst

lieutenant dating from June 3, and was assigned to duty with

Company F. On the same day Captain J. P. Kclley of Com-

pany A resigned and First Lieutenant J. A. Loomis was made

captain, continuing to serve witli Company E. Second Lieu-

tenant Bush, who was absent wounded, was commissioned first

lieutenant, while Orderly Sergeant Alliert C. Sparks of Company
E was commissioned second lieutenant aud assigned to duty

with Company C. Sergeant Major Robert A. Gray was made

second lieutenant and assigned to Comi)any IL Sergeant Ilub-

bard M. Abbott of Company succeeded Gray as sergeant

major. Second Lieutenant ^[organ of Company B resigned

June 19, and Color Sergeant Charles S. Bardwell was commis-

sioned second lieutenant dating from June 20, and assigned to

Company B,





CHAPTEK X

THE REGIMENT IN NEW YORK.

THE UXIOX VICTORIES.—IS'ORTHERX TREACHERY AXD DIS-

LOYALTY.—THE RIOT IX NEW Y'ORK.—THE THIRTY-SEVENTH
SENT TO THE CITY.—ITS CREDITABLE SERVICE THERE.

The night of July 2, 1863, closed upon the most momentou.s

crisis in the history of the Southern Confederacy. At every

principal point along the military frontier the opposing forces

were locked in desperate and fateful struggle. At Gettysburg

the most sanguine partisan of either army could only hope for

victory; at Vicksburg, Pemberton's beleagured garrison were

heroically struggling against despair while JohnstoUj with SO.OOu

men was seeking for an opportunity to strike the besiegers in the

rear and make a way for the escape of the besieged: from the

embrasures at Port Hudson the Confederate cannon still loukcl

forth with grim defiance. With anxiety, there was still hope

everywhere for the Southern cause. The night of July 3 fouml

that hope shattered and the doom of the Confederacy clearly

forecast.

At the very moment when Pickett's shattered legions were

hurled l.»ack from Cemetery Ridge, Pemberton and Grant nu-t

between the lines at Vicksburg to discuss the surrender of that

stronghold. For almost 50 days the siege had continued, ]u-essc'i

constantly with the indomitable energy of the Union comman-

der, and repelled with cliaracteristic determination liy the Con-

federates. Twelve miles of trendies had been dug in tlie in-

vestment, and 89 batteries, mounted with 220 guns, constructed.

Tiu' besieged and besiegers in inany i)arts of the line looked viu-h

other in the face across the same parapet, and fonglit witli liand

grenades, bayonets and pistols. Twice had mines been cxjdoded
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under the defenses with no greater result tJian the slaughter of

a few men, but preparations were now made for a general and

jjimultaneons assault along the entire line on the morning of the

Cth of July.

Three days before the time appointed for the terrible attempt

the flag of truce appeared. The condition of the garrison fully

justified the step on the part of their communder. The men,

closely confined to the trenches for seven weeks, much of the

time on short rations, had lost health, courage and subordina-

tion. Consultation with his division commanders convinced

% Pemberton that they could not even be nerved up to attempt

I cutting their way thi'ough the circumvallating lines, while the

f danger of revolt could not but be recognized. General Bowen,

'i with a flag of truce and a letter to Grant, appeared before the

J Federal lines on the morning of the 3d, and nearly 24 hours

j)assed in conference and correspondence, Pemberton anxious to

I make the best terms possible for his command and Grant practi-

'^ cally insisting upon unconditional surrender. These terms were

i finally accepted, and at 10 o'clock on the 4th the Confederates

by divisions marched out in front of their works, stacked arms

and, colors and retired to the town. General Logan, receiving

the surrender, marched his division into the town amid the wild

I enthusiasm of the Union army. The surrendered force com-

af ju-ised about 31,000 men, only 22,000 of whom were fit for duty

f in the trenches, and 172 cannon; making the total loss to the

I Confederates from the opening of the campaign not less than

1 4G,000 men, G0,000 stand of arms and 2G0 pieces of artillery—

a

I terrible blow to the Southern cause.

1 Johnston, meanwhile, had gathered as much of an army as

I possible about Canton, a day's marcii north of Jackson, where

* the first of June found him in command of some 3G,000 efficient

J

men. Instead of striking the best blow possible in aid of the

Iteleagured garrison, he allowed them to starve and wear out in

tlie trenches for four weeks while lie maintained an argumenta-

f tive corre.^pondf'uce witli the liiclmiund government. On the

f vSth of June, with no increase of force, lie moved toward Vicks-

I ^urg, but found Sherman with 30,000 troops strongly intrenched
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facing to tliG rear. Johnston's })lan had been to make us strong,'

nil attack as possible on the nortiiern portion of the invesiin,'

line, in the hope of weakening the southern portion so that the

garrison could cut its way through and escape. The plan mis-

carried totally, for not only was Pemberton's force too much ex-

hausted to throw itself upon the Federal bayonets, but Jolinstuu

was unable to find any point where it would be less than mad-

ness to attack. lie did not even begin to feel the Federal posi-

tion till July 2, and while he was yet reconnoitering the ground

those whom he sought to succor surrendered. Sherman Avas ap-

prised of the surrender immediately and directed to move vii:-

orously against Johnston, which he did, but the latter did n<>t

wait to receive the blow. Falling back rapidly to Jacksun^

which he reached on the 7th, the disheartened commander pro-

ceeded to strengthen the fortifications while he appealed to Fiich-

mond for help. The victorious legions under Sherman close-

1

around the place on the 10th, and a strong reconnaissance show-

ing it strongly intrenched, a regular investment was decided un.

But Johnston did not await siege. Despairing of anv relief from

the Confederate government, he evacuated Jackson on the night

of the IGth and pushed rapidly to the eastward. He Avas followed

sharply for some miles, Ijut as a scrub race was no part of Gram'-

plan the pursuing column was recalled, the railroads about Jack-

son thoroughly destroyed, and Sherman took his elated forcL-;

back to Vicksburg.

"While these events had been transpiring in Mississippi another

substantial drop had been added to the nation's cup of rejoiciu'.'.

Port Hudson also had fallen, and the Mississippi " flowed un-

vexed to the sea."' This place, whose works were of imnien.--'

strength, had been invested by the Army of the Gulf—rhf

Nineteenth Corps, under General Banks—on the ;<!5th of ilay.

the garrison easily repelling determined attacks on the followin.'

day and on the 13th of June, at a cost to the besiegers of fuU.v

4.000 men. But day by day tlie lines drew nearer tlie doonud

stronghold, and the scanty .supply of provisions rapidly disa!'-

peared till starvation stared the dot'ejulers in the face. SuddfU-

ly on the 7th of July, from the lines of the Union army broki-
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A rapid discharges of artillery and ringing cheers which drove

r' from the breasts of the defenders the last ray of hope. The
•

j
news liad been received of Vicksburg's fall, and when the au-

ithenticity of the tidings was assured General Gardner announced
his willingness to give up the hopeless stjuggle, commissioners

i. j were appointed to arrangg^terms of surrender, and on tlK; morn-

Sing of the 9th the capitulation took place. It embraced some
6,500 men, 5,000 muskets and 51 cannon: but of vastly greater

I
importance than the mere loss or gain of men and munitions was

I
the breaking of the last barrier across the Father of Waters,

s gi^i'^g to the Union fleet full command of that great waterwav.

? The Confederates had not relinquished these points without

I
strenuous efforts to secure others, though all had been thwarted.

I
While the siege of Port Hudson was being prosecuted the Con-

't federate General Taylor gathered what force was available in

I
Louisiana and moved down toward Xew Orleans, capturing a

-| few small garrisons and threatening the Cresent City itself.

I
General Emory, who was in command there, became alarmed

1 abd sent to Banks for help, but the latter held steadily on till

I
Gardner surrendered when a competent force was dispatched

I down the river, which speedily dissipated all danger and sent the

I
insurgents beyond pursuit into the interior.

I
A similar but more pronounced effort was made in Arkansas,

i where Confederate General Holmes with a strong force made an

[
attempt to capture Helena, hoping thus to secure control of the

river at that point. A resolute assault was made on the -ith of

July, but was bloodily repulsed by General Prentiss, with a gar-

rison of less than one-half the Confederate number, when Holmes
also sought safety in the fastnesses of his department.

General Rosecrans, meanwhile, had been far from idle. His

antagonist, Bragg, with his base of supplies at Chattanooga, had
his field depot and a strongly intrenched cam]:* at Tullahoma, with

his advanced lines, also well fortified, a dozen miles in front.

On the 23d of June liosecrans ordered an advance of his army,

}>ressing the front sharply with a single corps, while the bulk of

his army moved around the Confederate right with the inten-

tion of thinking the entire position and at the same time threat-
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ening the enemy's commuuications. lu the midst of a terrible

rain-storm this movement was carried out with perfect success,

and with trifling loss to the Unionists tlie Southern army was

forced from its advanced line. The successful Rosecrans pushed

forward in battle array against the main position, but on tlie 1st

of July received the intelligence that Bragg was in full retreat

toward Chattanooga. Having pressed his fleeing antagonist as

closely as practicable, the Union general finally paused to rest

his army and repair communications in his rear, presently ad-

vancing to the Tennessee river near Stevenson, Ala., freeing the

state of Tennessee with the exce})tion of the small corner about

Chattanooga from the presence of the rival armies,

j
With success thus everywhere crowning the Union banners

j

there came with midsummer a respite from the incessant thunder

of actual conflict. Banks concentrated his forces at Xew Orleans;

Grant remained at Vicksburg though his army was considerably

scattered, the Thirteenth Corps going to Texas, while a consid-

erable part of the remainder reinforced Eosecrans in his cam-

paign against Bragg. How the armies in Virginia had settit'd

down to watch each other across the upper Iiapi)ahannock we

have already seen.

The political situation in the loyal states hail meantinu' b'-

come critical. Added to the great number of actual sympa-

thizers with disunion, there were very many well intentionci

people who from one cause or another had become dissati?!i».'i

with the administration of governmental affairs, or the slow proi'-

ress of the war with its immense cost of Iilood and treasure:

while others were simply discouraged and des})aired of the abilitv

of the national government to reassert its authority over the

seceded states, fi'eling that tiie sooner the war was terminaiei

and peace restored on the liest terms possible the lietter it would '-i"

for all parties. Everywhere through the loyal states the feeling?

of distrust and discouragement were nurtured and intensitied by

the disloyal element, wlio-e I'oMnoss and bitterness increased :'-^

the gloomy days of the great crisis wore on.

i'resideut Lincoln had issued a proolanuitiou on the >th '•*

May ordering a draft in July, and as the time approached i!ie
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opposition to this vigorous measure was sliown to be organized

and fonnidablo. Tlie draft itself had been rendered necessary

through the discouragement thrown over enlistments by the

^'I^eace-part}-,"' urged on by the activity of the -'Copperheads,"

as the avowed Southern sympathizers were called. While this

state of affairs was evcrywliere prevalent in varying degree, its

centers seemed to be in Ohio and in Xew York city. In the

former locality it was under the direct nurture of Clement L.

Vallandigham. an ex-Congressman of Ohio, but who now loved

to be called the "Apostle of Liberty." Vallandigham led all

others in shameless disloyalty, his seditious utterances becoming
finally so unbearable that it was decided to make an example
of him. Ohio was at that time in the Military Department of

the Ohio, under the command of General Burnside, with head-

quarters at Cincinnati. On the 13th of April Burnside had is-

sued a proclamation for the suppression of seditious speech and
action, and on the 4th of May Vallandigham was arrested, tried

by court-martial at Cincinnati and sentenced to close confine-

ment in a fortress during the continuance of the war. President

Lincoln, ever merciful, commuted tiie sentence to banishment
within the Confederate lines. This decree was carried ouf Max
25, and the distinguished exile was dropped in neutral ground
in front of Rosecrans's lines, Bragg declining to receive him under
flag of truce. Xot finding life in the Confederacy to his liking.

Vallandigham soon escaped through the blockade to Canada,
where he found plenty of congenial spirits among the renegades

and plotters who sw^armed in that convenient haven.

Everything tended steadily toward a crisis. With the draft

at hand, with Lee's army in Pennsylvania and Morgan's cavalry

raiding through Indiana and Ohio, with the ignorant and vicious

classes in many of the larger cities ripe for open revolt, and urged
on by unscrupulous foes of the government, open and secret, the

closing days of June were portentous indeed to those who loved

their country. But a great mistake was made by the Confed-
erates in their armed invasion of the loyal states. Especiallv the

raid of Morgan to plunder and destroy awoke many an inditfer-

ent citizen to active patriotism. The militia of the threatened
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states gatliercd in swarm.s about his path, cutting off his retn.-at

"vvhon he sought to regain his own soil, driving him wihlly from

point to point till his force was utterly scattered and himself be-

came a prisoner, with most of his men.

Through all this reign of foreboding and despair the sullen

roar of the artillery at Gettysburg fell on the strained ears of tin/

nation. IIow the people listened and lioped and prayed I How

on that pregnant night of the 3d of July hearts true to the old

Union dared to hope when the electric wire Hashed tin-

news that Lee's great attack was repulsed and the Loyal lines

stood unshaken on Cemetery Ridge. Great was the joy on tlu'

following day—the Xation's Anniversary—when the intelligence

was confirmed; while succeeding days heard the glad news from

Yicksburg, with confirmation of the reported flight of Bragir

from before the victorious Union forces in Tennessee. Surely

that was joy enough for one week. A riotous uprising had been

expected on the Fourth in Xew York city, but it did not come

—

the tidings were not congenial to disloyal demonstrations: it was

delayed, not averted. Yet on that potent day, mixed with the

rejoicings and the renewed consecrations to the service of the

common country, were many covert or open denunciations of the

government at AVashington, many an insinuation cloaked in spe-

cious language, many a bold declaration that the war Avas a

failure, was unjust, was wicked; many an exhortation to aban-

don the struggle for the life of the L'nion: and these came nnr

from pot-house politicians or nameless demagogues seeking for

notoriety, but from men enjoying high places in the confidener

of the people, and wearing noble titles of honor. The seed thus

sown bore fruit.

The draft was appointed to begin in Xew York city July I^!.

and on the morning of that day the otlicials having the matter

in charge assembled and (juietly proceeddl to their unweleoiu<-

task in an office on the cprner of Forty-sixth Street and Thir.i

Avenue. Almost simultaneously with the first revolution of tlu

fateful wheel a pistol shot was heard in the street outsidi-, ;i

howling niol) burst into the building, driving out theotfieersaii'i

their assistants, destroying everything on which they could hy
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liands and tiring the building. The police were powerless to

• luell the disturbance, and the superintendent, Mr. Kennedy,

who sought to restore order, was beaten almost to death. The
firemen were not allowed to extinguish tiie flames which the in-

sane rioters had kindled, and building after building was swept

away. The telegraph lines leading from the city had already

been cut, and in a moment the metropolis of America passed

under the full control of a blood-thirsty, brutal mob, composed

of emissaries, refugees, and the lowest and vilest of its awn res-

idents. The scenes which followed transcend description. The
mob spread rapidly tlirongh the city, breakiuL'' into the man-

ufacturing establishments and forcing the employes to swell its

ranks, stopping railroad trains to search for soldiers, wounding

and plundering the passengers, and finally destroying the Ilar-

It-m bridge. The residence of Postmaster "Wakenian was pil'ag(.'«l

and burned, while that of the mayor was stri])pcd of everyrhing

which could be carried away or destroyed. Plunder, violence,

lust and murder rioted everywhere. Its most devilish fury,

however, was wreaked upon the inoffensive colored people of the

city, who were hunted down, maimed, mutihitcd and mui'derod

with a fiendishness which even at this lapse of time makes the

Mood run cold. The poor creatures were hanged to lamp-pi-sts.

tortured, and in some cases fires were built into wliich thi-y were

thrown and kicked till they were Viurned to death. The Colored

Orphan Asylum on Fifth Avenue, containing som.e "200 homeless

negro children, was plundered andgiven to the flames, while the

wretched inmates were hunted about the streets by the howling,

drunken demons as though they had been so many dangerous

wild beasts.

Tlius ^[onday, ^londay night and the forenoon of Tuesday

wore away. At noon of the latter day, while the rioters, led by

a Virginian emissary, were gathered in front of the Tribune office

—the entrances to which were barricaded by bundles of printing

)iaper. while the occupants were thoroughly armed for its de-

tLiise, as was also the condition in the otlice of the Times and
"tlier loyal papers—contemplating its destruction, word was cir-

culated that Governor Sevmour was at the Citv Hall and would
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address them. At once the crowd suru^ed that way, and tliL-

Governor stated that l\ohad sent his Adjutant-General to W'asli-

ington to have the draft suspended and stopped. In closinj: ho

said :

—

1 now ask you, as good citizens, to wait for his return, and I assure

you tliat 1 will do all that I can to see that there is no inequality and no

wronf? done any one. I wish you to take j^ood cave of all property, as

crood citizens, and see that every i)erson is safe. The safe keepinj: (^f

property and persons rests with you, and I charge you to disturb neitlu r.

It is your duty to maintain the good order of the city, and I know you

will do it. I wish j'ou now to separate as good citizens, and you can as-

semble again whenever you wish to do so. I ask you to leave all to mc

now, and I will see to your rights. Wait till my Adjutant returns fruiu

Washington, and you shall be satisfied.

The mob applauded the Governor uproariously and promptly

resumed their work of devastation and murder. During the day

Governor Seymour issued a proclamation forbidding rioting, but

the brutal wretches cared nothing for mere Avords.

By some unaccountable neglect no precaution whatever seemed

to have been taken to guard against the riot, which had certain-

ly given abundant notice of its probability. Xo military for<:e

was within reach, but when it became evident to the tardily

awakened authorities that nothing else would suffice to re>ton-

peace such detachments as could be gathered were collected and

directed to disperse the insurgents. Colonel F. H. O'Brien "t

the Eleventh Xew York Militia oilcred the services of lu^

regiment, which were gladly accepted: but the gallant colonel,

venturing far in advance of his command on his mission of pcai e.

was brutally murdered, his body su]>jected to every indignity

and tinally hanged to a lamp-i)Ost by the human fiends. At

tirst the troops, reluctant to resort to sterner measures, tired over

the heads of the mob or used blank cartridges, but these <I:i-

charges were greeted with howls of rage and desperate assault-

upon the troops till in self-defense the volleys were sent home

with a will. Gradually the bullet and the bayonet -broke the

ranks of the marau<ler>, and by Thursday a measure of 'i"!"'

was restored. Inqiortant ])oints near the river fronts were pr"-

teeted by armed vessels whose guns commanded the streets, an i
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the state militia whicli had been dispatched to Pennsylvania \va*

by that time returning in such numbers as to insure efficiency.*

The number of lives lost during this wild carnival can never

be known. Governor Seymour himself estimated it at looO, but

it it quite possible that these figures may be too high. Fifty

buildings were wholly destroyed, in addition to many that were

sacked and plundered, the city being obliged to pay 82,000,000

in damages.

The Governor demanded that the President should suspend

the draft on account of its inequality of operation, and also that

it should be postponed till the matter of its legality could be

passed upon by the proper tribunals. On the former ground

the President conceded an adjournment till the justice of its

operation could be decided; but declined to commit the matter to

the courts, since that course would utterly paralyze the eti'orts

of the government to reinforce its armies to meet the exigencies

of the occasion. The lOtli of August was desis^nated as the dav

for the resumption of the draft, and General John A. Dix suc-

ceeded General "Wool in command of the Department. The
well-known energy of the new commander left no doubt that

whatever measures might be necessary to the public peace

and the support of the authority of the general government

would be vigorously adopted. Evidently the disturbing elements

looked to Xew York as the center from which the cue for other

cities was to be taken. In many of the cities there had been

more or less disorder, notably at Boston, where a single volley at

the critical moment saved the city from further turmoil; but

nowhere else had open riot occurred to merit the name.

One of the first acts of the new commandant, General Dix,

•The writer, with a train full of wimnded frr.m the battle of »
'>sttv';bur<;, reached Jersev City on

the morniiv,' of t)ie i.^th, de>tiiK-d for Xew York. A< t!ie ^te.imer on which Xorth River'was
crossed drew near the pier intelligence was received of the outbreak which rendered the land;n;
of wound=d soldiers in the streets iaipnssible, since they would undmibtedly be nmrdered bv the
rioters. After a long delay the helpless car.;i) was taken to a nearly vacant convale-cent camp on
licdioe's Island, where under the j;uns of Kort Wond they would at least be sate, though owing
to the absence of provision fur their cominu many suilcred severely for the want of proper care.
Kriim the island, by day and nicht, the >iv.oke anil :jlare of tires kindled by the inob could be seei\
aiu! often the wild veils of the i rt'..d c:inie over the waters. Such 'if the wounded r-n t!;e inland
as were cap.ililc of doiiig -.ervice -.sere taken over to ilie city iUiriug the day. returiMr.s at nijjht
.iccoinp.inieii hy nthers v. ho h.id ii,.en hurt durin.; the vaiious conllicts. .As the h..>rrible scenes
vvitiussed bv the delegation were discussed in the wards duriii.; the evenin-.;, the vain wi.sh broke
f:oin inain iips for the pvcsence of the speaker's " old rei;inieiit " from the .Array of thi I'nto.uac
to mete out proper punishment.
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was to ask of tlie War Department a detail of four of the most

efficient regiments in the Army of the Potomac for st-rvicu in

and about the city prndiug tlie draft, the preference to Ik- given

to Xew England and Western troops. The request having he^n

granted and duly forwarded, selection was made of the Thirty-

seventh Massachusetts and Fifth Wisconsin from the Sixth

Corps, the Fifth Xew Hampshire from the Second Corps and the

Twentieth Indiana from the Third Cori)S. The energy manifest-

ed in forwarding these troops to their destination was something

(piite out of the usual line, as we shall see by following the move-

ments of the Thirty-seventh, with which alone this narrative

will be concerned.

At midnight of July 30 the regiment with the excei)tion of tlie

few camp guards was soundly sleeping, when Lieutenant-Colonel

Montague rode into camp. Following the battle of Gettysburg

that officer hud been detailed as inspector general on the staff

of Brigadier General J. J. Bartlert. temporarily commanding

the division, where he had just been notitied of the detail and

given permission to accompany the regiment. Colonel Edwanis

being thus informed of the selection, (n'dcred the men ari)useil.

and when an hour or two later the othcial notification came it

found the command about ready for the march to Warrenton

Junction, ten miles away, to take the cars for Xew York, At

first the half-awakened men could scarcely reali;ce that they were

not being hoaxed, but the vigor of the pre|)aracions going on at

regimental head-quarters and all through the camp dispelled the

doubts. Coffee was made and a hasty breakfast, for which the

unex])ected good news left little appetite, was swallowed, after

which the few possessions that the soldiers had been able to re-

tain during their recent trying experiences were gathered in the

most compact form possible, and the order for marching impa-

tiently awaited. The line was formed at dawn, and with a gKe

such as they seldom l)efore or afterward experienced the men

obeyed the order to "MarchI'' Already they liad come to un-

derstand tluit the j»resent favor was due to the high stamling ' i

tile regiment in discipline, its rejiutatinn for excellenee in drill.

subordination and general morale, and many a kiml wm-d was
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spoken for the officers that nioriiiug Ijv men who were not ac-

customed to the use of such exjtressions.

The Junction was reached about 11 o'clock, and cars were

taken for Washington. The ride was a memorable one. Every

foot of the ground traversed was historic, and about each insig-

nificant station clustered the recollections of daring deeds per-

formed by Blue or Gray. Back and forth over the region the

tides of war had ebbed and flowed, leaving their traces every-

where in blackened ruins and desolated fields. There would

have been no surprise if at any moment the train had conie

to an abrupt halt, and the fusillade of some marauding party

had broken upon the ears of the passengers; but the ride was

made without interruption, Alexandria was passed through near

evening, and at T o'clock the Capital was reached. It was 3

o'clock before the train which was to continue the journey

northward was ready, yet little sleep was had during the long

hours of the wait; the men were too much elated, and had too

keen a realization of the difference between their present journey

by rail and the long, terrible marches recently endured, to give

much heed to ordinary weariness or one or two nights of broken

rest.

Baltimore was reached early next morning, August 1, and

there another wait for transportation detained the regiment till

about noon, but it was not an unpleasant halt. The name of

the city had up to this time had a hateful sound in the ears of

^Massachusetts soldiers. It was not forgotten that more than

two years before her streets had been consecrated by the blood

of the first martyrs in the great contest: but the spirit-which

had demanded that saeritiee was no longer manifest. The

streets were not filled with a riotous mob as in ISOl, nor did

the people wear the cold look of suppressed hatred which had

been manifest in 186-2 when the Thirty-seventh passed through

on its way to the front; instead there was a cordial greeting and

an earnest manifestation of loyalty quite surprising and very

gratifying. In fact, everywhere on the trip the regiment as

representatives of the ** grand old Army of the Potomac'' were

rveeived with the utmost enthusiasm, and this greeting was
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iloubly grateful to the rocii^ients. It assured them not only of

the fact that they were among friends, but that the loyal people

of the great North were appreciative of the faithful l>ut so often

unfortunate work which the army that they represented was doing

for the perpetuity of the government.

It was late in the evening when Philadelphia was reached, hut

the hospitality of that nol)]e city was never wanting, at whatever

hour of the day or night loyal soldiers could be ministered to.

and the passage of the Thirty-seventh proved no exception to

the general rule. A bounteous supper was pro^^ded, well

seasoned with those kind words of cheer which the sons and

daughters of Philadelphia so loved to bestow. xVt its conclusion

the journey was resumed. As the Steamer Belknap bearing the

regiment steamed up Xew York harbor toward noon of the fol-

lowing day, which was Sunday, August 2, the command was

formed on deck and Colonel Edwanls, as his keen glance ran

proudly down the line, exclaimed in his most impressive tones:

" We are going among friends—friends who may have to be

treated as enemies I Battalion load at will—load I"

The grim smile with which the commander watched the exe-

cution of his order was retiected from the features of the men

as the ramrods rattled merrily in the musket barrels, and when

the steamer swung up to the pier every man was prepared for

whatever might be demanded of him. But there was no call i<>

duty of an unpleasant nature. The streets were tilled, but a>

tlie regiment debarked near Castle Garden and stacked arms on

the adjacent streets it experienced only a kindly greeting. "What

real sentiments lurked under the friendly exterior it might net

in every case be ea<y to determine, and there were sullen faces m
the background of which glimpses were sometimes caught, but

these the sons of Massachusetts little heeded.

Colonel Edwards, on reporting the arrival of his command,

was directed to proceed to Fort Hamilton, one of the deft'i'.sc-

of the harl)or. located on the l.ong Island shore at the Xarruw-.

The regiment accordingly re-em]>arlved during the afternoon.
j

reaching its destination after a ]tleasant trip down the hari'""''
|

which had all the 7:est of a holidav excursion. A satisfactory
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camping ground was selected a short distance from the grim

I
walls of the fort, and immediate i)reparations were made for the

(comfort and creditable appearance of the regiment. An issue-

was promptly made of A tents for the entire command, and re-

. quisitious were tilled for new dress suits,—the uniforms then worn

f
giving unmistakable evidence of the severity of their recent ex-

1
periences in march and storm and battle. During the evening

i most of the men seized the opportunity to bathe in the abundant

I
waters of the harbor, and the beach presented an interesting

i

picture as the scores of bathers j^lunged in and out of the water,

the evening air echoing their fragments of laugh and jest and

i song.

i The following day was devoted to settling the regiment com-
f fortably in the new quarters and the pitching of the tents, which

I
in comparison with what the Thirty-seventh had recently ex-

f perienced seemed quite palatial. If any additional evidence of

I
the changed order of things was needed it came that afternoon

I when rations were drawn, consisting of soft bread, fresh meat.

i
vegetables in plenty, and many an unwonted article. "While

\ these provisions were being made for the immediate needs of the

i regiment the men had been making theuiSflves acquainted with

f their surroundings. The entire force at the post was found to

consist of a detachment of the Fifth United States and a bat-

talion of the Twi'lftli Regulars under Ca})tain Putnam, the
•• permanent guard," with two volunteer regiments, the Ekventh
and Thirteenth Xew York Heavy Artillery. Colunel Edwards
liad on arrival at Xew York been assigned to the command of

the post, succeeding Major Bruen, whose stalf lie retained, with

First Lieutenaur II. }>[. Stacey of the Twelfth Kegulars as p'-'St

adjutant. The Thirry-seveuth were thus placed under the im-

mediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel Montague, this being

the first occasion when for any considerable time the regiment

as such receiveel its orders from any save its organizer and orig-

inal commander. The relations of comnuinder and command.
ihea for the lirst rime a.-sunifd. which were afterward to l»e ce-

mented in i Kinds I if enduring esteem on both sides by many a

Merce trial by rire, seem to iiave been mutually jileasant. though
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rendered far diltcrent and more complicated by the changed sur-

roundings than thoy would have heeu in the field.

The ensuing two weeks brought little of es])ecial note to tiie

organization, beyond the sharp change from the life the men
had temporarily left to that upon which they had now entered.

The carelessness inseparable from life at the front gave way to the

most exact military discipline, the utmost neatness in quarters

and dress, with faithful devotion to drill. Four hours daily

were given to the latter whenever weather permitted,—comi)any

drills coming in tlie morning from G.15 to 7.45 and from to

10, with battalion drill for an hour and a half in the afternoon,

followed by dress parade.

With this thorough practice following upon its previous erti-

ciency, it is needless to say that the Thirty-seventh rapidly ac-

quired fame for its excellence in drdl, and many visitors from

the city came down to the fort at the hour of dress parade to

watch the ilassachusetts regiment of whose skill they had heard

wonderful accounts. No such were ever known to go away dis-

appointed, while many a hearty compliment was left behind, all

of which very speedily found their way to the ears of the nu-n

and otticers, inciting to still further endeavor. Even the jjro-

fessional jn-ejudice of the Regulars who formed part of the gar-

rison at the fort gave way, and they were forced to admit tha'

there was at least one volunteer regiment wliose discipline, drill

and general soldierly qualities were unexceptionable.

Inevitaljly the influence of the Thirty-seventh was exerted on

tlie other regiments with which it was brigaded. Sergeants

Cliajiin of Comi)any C and Warner of Company H were detailed

as '• instructors in tactics " for the heavy artillery regiments,

while Captain Looniis (wliose own Comjiany E was drilled in the

management of the heavy guns in the fort as a recognition "-f

its pruticiency') was ap})ointcd instructor for the non-commis-

sioned otlicers of those regiments.

As tlu! regiment was so near the homes of most of its mem-
bers, many friends took adv.intiige of the o|)portunity to visit

tho-e in whom they \wvv interested, and not a darpassed that

--ome familiar face from Massachusetts was not seen in camjK
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The wives and families of some of the officers were with them

during the stay of the Thirty-seventh in the city, while some of
j

the men received short f arloughs; in these ways many an oppor-
]

tunity for meeting was improved by friends who were never

again on earth to join hands.

Thus, with no more exciting event than the drumming out of

camp on the 14:th of August of a worthless member of Company

K, the days passed till the date fixed by the government for the

resumption of the draft, August 19. On the previous day

Colonel Edwards visited the police head-quarters and inquired as

to the prospect for peaceful proceedings. He was informed that

there was certainly danger of an outbreak; that the rioters

claimed to have 20,000 men well armed and organized; that they

had given the authorities to understand that they should proba-
j

bly offer no violaice unless Massachusetts soldiers came into the
|

city, in which event they declared that not one of them should
|

leave it alive. No knight of antiquity ever accepted the gaunt-

let of defiance more unhesitatingly than Colonel Edwards re-

sented this implied threat against his pet regiment. Hastening

at once to the head-quarters of General Canby, who had com-

mand of the city, he reported what he had heard. " And now,

General, I have a favor to ask," he added. Being asked to state

his wishes, the impulsive colonel thus formulated them: '-'I

wish to bring my regiment—the Thirty-seventh Massachusetts^

to the city, to station them as special guard of the drafting pro-

ceedings, that no other troops be in sight, and that tliey display

only the Massachusetts fiag except in case of actual conflict,

when they will also fly the United States colors." The request

being i)romptly granted preparations were at once made for mov-

ini( the regiment to the city. The men, finding tliat they were

likely to see active service, requested that they might lay aside

their dress suits and resume the well-worn raiment with which

they had become so familiar, and such permission was given.

That evening, just after dress parade the orders were received

to " Pack up and fall in!" and in a very few minutes, equipped

for dutv with (JO rounds of ammunition and three days' rations.

the rei'imeut marche<l down to the wharf, took the steamer
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which was in waiting tand were transported to the city ])ropt'r,

where they bivouacked for the night on the ground at the Bat-

tery. Early in the morning of tlie following day the command
was under arms and marched up Broadway to the Wai^hington

Parade Ground, where they halted and awaited the development

of events. Companies G and C were detached for duty at tlu-

drafting rooms on Sixth Avenue, where according to orders tliey

displayed only the Massachusetts standard. There was no hos-

tile demonstration, ^'ot a few eyed the lone Indian, the up-

lifted sword and the Latin motto on the strange banner and

asked, "AVhat flag is that?" or ''What soldiers are these?'*

and the reply was civil but emphatic, "That is the flag of

Massachusetts, and this is a part of her Thirty-seventh regiment

—how do you like them?" Doubtless the presence of tbe sol-

diers, well prepared to meet any crisis, with the knowledge that

several other regiments of veterans were within easy distance,

influenced the rioters to submit quietly to the inevitable; let us

also hope that time and conscience had shown them the terrible

wickedness and the supreme folly of their previous conduct.

At the usual hour that evening several regiments of the New
York militia marched on to the Washington Parade Ground for

their dress parades. Their ajjpearance was very flne in their un-

tarnished and showy uniforms, accompanied by full brass-' in nd-.

exhibiting in a marked degree the fascinating phase of holida\

soldiery. Their friends, many thousand in number, applauded

loudly as they went through their various exercises in a highly

creditable manner, the entire vicinity lieing packed by a deeply

interested crowd. As tiie last regiment marched otf the Thirty-

seventh marched on. The contrast could not have been greater.

From the holiday parade to an exliibition of the veteran fresh

from the flelds of deadly strife, the change was instantaneou.-

and striking. The curious throng became silent in a moment,

and every movement of the visiting regiment Avas watched with

the niost earnest and sympathetic curiosity. Tlic men, women

and children seemed to reali/e that tliey looked upon a leaf frtmi

the great book of war, startling in its vivid reality. Tho--

.-turdv, bronzed men were in the midst of their term of servit-e.
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Neither flushed with the ardor of departing volunteers, to wliom

hope and chance gave a rosy future, nor gladdened by the ter-

rainution of an honorable service, with the Idessed anticipation

of a speedy return to the joys of home, the veterans who now

came upon the stage could only look forward to continued sacri-

fice, to wounds and suffering and death. Their dilapidated gar-

ments, while made as pre^;cntable as possible, had protected

their wearers in the trenches across the Rappahannock, in the

terrible marches in pursuit of Lee, had been torn by the can-

nonade at Gettysburg, soaked and rent in the hand-built in-

trenchments of tiiat fateful tield and on the horrible by-ways of

Catoctin Mountain, Marked, indeed, was the contrast between

those rags and the holiday attire of Xew York's pet regiments.

Never did the sturdy arms of Drum ^Major Gaffney wake more

animating response than when his drum corps performed its

part that evening, and the entire command seemed nerved to its

very best. From the first command given by the colonel every

movement was executed as though by an automaton. From the

assembled multitude burst an irresistible wave of applause, so

earnest and long continued that the succeeding orders were de-

layed to allow it to abate. Finally the order was given to

"Raise arms I"—the most ditKcult known to infantry tactics for

a regiment to perform in perfect cadence. As though one

intelligence animated the entire line, every back was bent as one

and every form assumed its perpendicular. The enthusiasm of

the surrounding multitude could no longer be restrained. Like

a peal of thunder, applause and cheers ])urst forth, drowning
;

every effort of Colonel Edwards to make his own vigorous voice
^

heard, and the parade was summarily dismissed.

Through the following day and till afternoon of the 21st the

Thirty-seventh remained on duty, with no serious menat-e of a

riot, when they were relieved and returned to the quarters near

Fort Hamilton. The days which succeeded Avere uneventful.

The usual ruutine was striftly followed, the men g(»ing some-

times to the city on passes, but more frequently strolling away

t<» gather l)lacklterries, which grew abundantly at no great dis-

tance from the fort. On the oUth of August Colonel Edwards
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received u two-weeks' furlougli, and Colonel Day was as.sigiied

to the command of the post. On the 11th of September Colonel

Edwards returned, and the men having learned of his marriage

dnring his absence thoroughly appreciated the following order,

which was read that evening at dress parade :

In view of the brilliant success attending the recent expedition to the

West of our gallant and Union-lovin£j commander. Colonel Edwards, and

of his return to us with his fair bride, it is hereby ordered that all pris-

oners confined at this date in the rc'^imental guard-house be uncondi-

tionally released and returned to duty.

By order of Lieutenant-Colonel Moxtaguk, Commanding.

At the same time orders were issued for the regiment to hold

itself in readiness to move at short notice, it being understood

that it was to report for duty in New York city, but it was

not till next day that transportation was furnished and farewell

was bid to Fort Hamilton. The rumor as to destination proved

correct, the command landing in the upper part of the city and

marching to " Cnmp Canby," on Columbia College grounds.

Forty-ninth Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues. Xeglcct-

ing to pitch their tents tluit night, the men sleeping upon the

ground received the full force of a hard shower, but merely drew

their ruljber blankets a little closer.with the remark that it seemed

like Virginia to feel the rain once more driving in their faces.

Two da}'s were devoted to getting the camp in order, and when

it was done the Thirty-seventh found itself delightfully situated.

The grounds were in the most pleasant portion of the city, being

high and salubrious, the air pure and invigorating, the sur-

roundings all that could be asked. It was at that time the gen-

eral expectation among both otiicers and men that they would

remain there through the winter. It was known that General

Canby, after a critical inspection of each regiment in and about

the city, had given the Thirty-seventh the award of the best

order and discipline and had forwarded to the War Department

a ref|uest to retain that regiment and the Fifth Wisconsin. On
the -M of Septend)er Cajttain .Mulh>y had been dispatched lo

Wnshington to bring on the company and regimental ])roperty

wiiioh had been left beiiind wiien the rcLriment iiurried tiironLrh..
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ami the coinmand seemed now comfortubl}' settled for a perma-

nent stay. About this time Governor Andrew of Massachu-

setts visited the camp, his presence awakening no little interest

among the members, while less noted citizens of the old Bay

State continually sought out the regiment.

Three companies were detailed for special duty on the loth,

—

D at the head-quarters of the Provost Marshal. F at the police

head-quarters and G at the depot of government supplies.

Smaller details of officers and men were made for otlier duties in

various parts of the city between Central Park and AVhite Street,

and thus engaged the regiment passed a month of routine.

October 13 was a day of quiet bustle about the regimental

head-quarters, the various detachments throughout the city were

called in, and at dress ])arade that evening orders—the existence

of which had already been suspected by the men—were read

directing Colonel Edwards to report with his command to Major

General Halleck at "Wasliington. Hearty cheers were given for

the Army of the Potomac, but it must be admitted that the

tidings were far from welcome. It Avas simply human nature

for the men to hope that they m.ight pass a few months more,

convenient to friends and tlie amenities of such a life as they had i

for a time been allowed to enjoy, rather tlian in the dangers and

exposures of the trenches and the unending march through a

hostile region. There was little sleep that night, from a multi-

tude of causes, and early morning found the command in readi-

ness to move.

Ftn-tunately the regiment had been spared the nei.'essity of

shedding blood during its stay in the city, and it had performed

faithfully every duty which came to it, winning high praise from
j

all under whose notice it came ; but it had none tlie less been •

exposed to serious dangers and had in a certain resi)eet suffered.
j

The scattering of the men about tlie city on duty and the lauda-

ble wi.sh to allow tlieni every privilege consistent with reasonable

precaution for their well-being exposed them to the influence of

tlie dosigtiing scounuit.ls and Southern .syni])athizers with whom
the city was tilled. an<l who spai-ed no etTort to corru})t and entice

from dutv. Citizens' cluthes weri' furnished to all who could
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be incUieed to wear them and Joave the service, while transpor-

tatiou to Cana(hi—that land of refuge for deserters and traitors

—was ready to take the refugee beyond danger of recapture and

punishment. The total loss to the regiment from this cause was

47 during the 70 days of its absence from the Army of the Po-

tomac. Tliis was mure than one-half of the loss of the Thirty-

seventh by desertion during the entire service of the regimcnr.

(as will be seen by reference to the Appendix,) and it must also

in justice be stated that it Avas contined almost entirely to the

foreign-born element. The victims—for in many cases they

were more sinned against than sinning—fell among their coun-

trymen, of whom the disloyal and riotous element in Xew York

was so largely composed, were plied with vile liquors and viler

persuasions, and in this way many who were naturally brave and

true were led from their allegiance. But while this loss seemed

so serious, coming within so brief a period,—a large percentage

of the absentees disappearing after it was known that the regi-

ment was ordered Ijack to the front,— it assured the loyalty ol

those who remained. From that time forward desertion was

almost unknown in the history of the Thirty-seventh regiment.

All whose fidelity wavered, or could by any inlluence be made to

waver, had now left the regiment ; the loss had after all,been far

less than might have l)een expected, and the lirm battalion which

on that crisp October morning turned its face toward Washing-

ton was one of whose courage and steadiness any commander

might well be proud.





CHAPTER XI.

AGAIN AT THE FRONT.

TUE RETURX TRIP.—THE FORTUNES OF THE ARMY.—THE VIC-

TORY AT RAPrAHAXXOCK STATION.—THE DISMAL EXPEDITION

TO MINE RUN.—CHANGES AND PROMOTIONS.

Farewell was spoken to Camp Canby at 8 o'clock in the morn-

ing of October 14-, and in their best attire the Thirty-seventli

marched down Fiftli Avenue and Inroadway to the t\>ot of ^lurray

street. Here a steamer was in waiting near the Russian fleet

which had for some time been lying in the harbor, and while the

members of the regiment were awaiting the departure of their

own boat much time was spent in watching the unfamiliar for-

eigners, whose symjjnthy with tlic United States government was

thus agreeably manifested. It was not till 3 o'clock in the

afternoon that all was ready for tbc departure, when the steamer

left the wharf and moved steadily down the harbor to Port Mon-

mouth, where tlie regiment disembarked, took the cars and rode

throui^h tlie nicrht.

Philadelphia was reached at 7 o'clock next morning, and, in

ac(:<n"(lance with the unvarying custom of that City of Brotherly

Love, a sumptuous repast was furnished at the Volunteer Refresli-

nti-nt Saloon. Xot till noon was a train in readiness for the con-

tinuation of the journey, and it was after dark Avhen Baltiniore

was reached. Supper was provided there,—not of the Philadel-

]ihia standard, but good and satisfactory,—and a few hours later

the comnuinil v.as j)acked upon freight cars and crept toward

Washington, which was reached soon after daylight of the Ifitli.

Witli a halt of but a few minuti s tlie I'cgiment proceeded on its

^vay, Ijcing directed liy (Jeneral Italleidc to report to Gen.eral

^^«'ade. Crossing Long Bridge and passing through Alexandria,
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it steamed slowly back over the route it had followed in coming

north ten weeks before, but it is needless to say that the emo-

tions of the men were quite different from those experienced on

the upward trip. To add to the discomfort of the occasion, it

commenced raining heavily just as the cars halted at Fairfax

Station, shortly before noon. The officers suffered most. In

their best dress, with no covering save their fine new overcoats,

which had scarcely been worn, they were more exposed than the

men, who generally possessed rubber blankets which gave them

a partial protection. A laugh was raised and good feeling kept

up by Captain J. L. Huyden, the best of campaigners and san-

guine enough to find something cheerful in any outlook, avIio came

up where the disconsolate group of officers were standing in the

mud and jerked out with his habitual quick utterance, "X,et us

all cry !

"

Stopping in the pelting storm for the men to draw rations,

—

a not very pleasant duty under the circumstances,— the march

was taken up toward Fairfax Court House, which was reached

about dark and a halt made for such a supper as Avas possible

under the circumstances. The rain-fall, severe at first, had

steadily increased in volume until it seemed an unbroken sheet,

and already the clayey soil hud become a spongy bed of mml
several inches in depth, through which in the intense darkness

it was next to impossible to travel. After stumbling on for ;i

mile or two a halt was ordered, and the men with a refinement

of irony advised one another to "make themselves comfortable

for the night." Standing with heads bent toward the storm till

the fury of it somewliat abated, a bivouac was made in the miul.

the contrast from the carpeted tents in New York to which thf

T\iind Avould revert being disagreeable enough.

The storm ceased during tlie night, the following day provini:

as delightful as a Virginian October day could be, and althougb

the mud remained in }>rovoking quantity, it rapidly disappearu'l

before the bright sunshine and the gentle breeze. The marcii

was resumed at day])ruak, in the direction of Chantilly, ;i:!'''

^ibour midday the Thirty-sevL-nth sighted the Army uf the Pot"-

iii.-io, disposed in battle array on the ground swept over by ili»'
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(.'onrtict of September 1, 1S62. The arrival of the regiment

heing reported to General Meade, it was ordered to the Sixth

Corps and by General Sedgwick assigned to its old place in

Eustis's Brigade. Its return was gladlv hailed by the other regi-

ments, and with a feeling of being at home once more it took its

jilacc in the second line of battle.

While officers and enlisted men alike are busy during the une-

ventful afternoon in drying their clothing, writing letters to the

friends from whom they have so recently separated, gossiping

with acquaintances in the other regiments, or resting idly in the

grateful warmtli of the sunshine, let us see how it is that the

Army of the Potomac is again almost at the gates of Washington

in defensive position against an expected attack.

At the close of July, when the Thirty-seventh had set out

upon its mission of peace, it had left the two armies concentrated

respectively near Warrenton and Culpeper, with the Eappahan-

nock as a dividing line between the outposts. On the 1st of

August General Buford of the Union cavalry' made a strong re-

connaissance across the river, driving ])ack the enemy's mounted
outposts till his infantry lines were reached, and not long after-

ward General Lee retired to a strongei* defensive position south

of the Kapidan. Early in September Longstreet's corps was de-

tached from the Army of Xorthern Virginia, Pickett's division

being sent south of Kichmond, while the other two went to the

assistance of Bra^fr at Chattanoofja. Althou<]^h liis own armv
was seriously weakened by the dispatch of so many of his best

regiments to Xew York, while other detachments had been sent

to South Carolina. Meade on learning of Longstreet's absence

planned to move against his antagonist. Accordingly, on the

I3tli of September tlie cavalry, supjiortcd by the Second and
Sixth Corps, crossed the liappahannock, inished the enemy's out-

]iosts before them and advanced to the Jxapidan, where the in-

fantry took position, while Bufurd's horsemen set out to feel the

way fur a movement of the army by the vighl ilank via the upper

iJapi'hiu. ]V>tV>re this movement bad taken form, however, it

Was checked by orders from Washington, while the Eleventh

ami Twilftb Cuips Avcn.Mk ta<hed from the Army uf tlie Potomac
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and dispatched under command of Hooker to operate against the

Confederate army in Tennessee.

Meade'.s army having been somewhat strengthened by the re-

turn of a portion of his detached regiments, he was cautiously

feeling the ground on his right when on the 0th of Octol^er lit-

learned that some movement was I)cing made by Lee, and the

following day it l)ecamo evident that the latter was moving pasr

the Union riglit flank and threatening its rear and the com-

munications with AVashiiigton. General ileadc seems to have

supposed that Lee intended to offer him battle near Warrenton.

and moved his own army in accordance with that supposition :

but the mistake was discovered in se.ison to make new dispfi.-i-

tions before the enemy became aware of the error. Meade, tind-

ing that he could not fight on ground of his own choosins: in the

vicinity of AVarrenton, resolved to take up a position at Centre-

ville and Chautilly, north of the disastrous Bull Eun fields, an-l

accordingly moved his forces with all speed in that direction.

It was a curious race which resulted. The opposing armies wer-/

moving over parallel routes, almost abreast, and so near eacli

other that collisions of outposts and detached parties were ••••n-

stantly occuri-iug, keejung both armies shari)ly on the lookov.r.

yet neither aware of the purpose or the e.xact location of tin

other.

While this scramble for position was going on a remarkab].'

incident occurred. On the 13th the Confederate cavalry leaii< i"

Stuart, who was feeling the way in advance of Lee's infantiy.

came ui)on the head of General French's Third Corps and ";'.-

obliged to retreat with his force of some 2,000 men, Haltii;.

for the night in a growth of scrub i)ines, the bold cavalryma:i

was astounded to find that he had taken refuge between the t\v<>

main columns (»f the Union atlvance. the Second Corps, n">v

commanded by General Warren, interposing lietween Iiis sniail

force and the main body of Confederates, while Gregg's cavalr}

was on the other side. Sending sccnits through the Union Tin'-

to make known his critical situaiionand solicit assistance. St u;i:"'

waited till near daylight when he opened lire ui)on Cahhvell -

division in his front, the men of whieh were just lighting tlu .r
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tin's to prepare breakfast. Quite unprepared for any such hos-

tile ilemonstratiun, the exposed troops were moved to slielter on

the otlier side of tlie hill, where they were again fired upon l)y

Kwell's advance, coming up in the other direction. In the con-

fusion Stuart made good his escape with slight loss, and the im-

]K.Tiled division of the Second Corps found itself in turn almost

surrounded by the cncn)y. Some very sharp fighting followeil,

before the entanglement was cleared up, but no general engage-

ment ensued, since that was the farthest from the thoughts of

cither party at that time and place. Meade's several corps were

striving to move up past Bristoe's Station before the Confederates

should come down upon his flank with sufficient strength to cut

his army in two, while Lee was straining the powers of his men
to tlie utmost in the hope that he might reach that point in ad-

vance of the Federal columns. That object, indeed, failed, but

Hill's corps, coming down from Xew Baltimore on the north-

west, while Ewell advanced from the southwest, was in time to

interpose between the Fifth Corps, which had just passed, and

the Second Corps, the rear of the Union army, which had all

'iay been skirmishing with and holding back Ewell's corps in

rhi-irrear. Warren's command thus found itself attacked front

and rear with the entire Southern army closing about it. A
\ cry gallant fight was made by the three brigades whir-h Warren
was able to bring into action, and the rebel attack was repulsed

with the capture of 450 prisoners, five pieces of artillery and
two Confederate battle flags. So prompt and effective was the

V'-jistance that all the remainder of the afternoon was spent by

the Southern army in getting into position; but as soon as it was

I

dark Warren with his wounded and prisoners followed swiftly

!n the tracks ot the rest of the Union army, and morning of the

l">t]i found all in jiositiou near Centreville, after four days and
iiiirhts of almost incessant marching and fighting.

Here it was that two days later the Thirty-seventh had re-

'"Uii'd the army, tlie Sixth Corps hoUling the riuht of the line

I
'i«'ar Chantilly. A forward inoviMuent liad been planned for

I

'Mi: Kith, but tin.' severe rain of that day i)r(.'veuted, and next

\,
liv (Jeneral Sedgwick reported the eiiemv still in his front. As

I
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Meiide wished to fight on the defensive, if possible, there wa-

another wait in expectation of an attack. But none was made,

the Southern commander also feeling a strong preference for t!i.-

defensive unless he could find an opportunity to strike a sharj.

blow with the promise of almost certain victory. Companies V

and G of the Thirty-seventh were detailed for picket or\ tli-'

IStli, the line being established about a mile in advance of tht-

main position. Everything was quiet in front, and during tli'j

day all indications of the presence of the enemy ceased, quite

unexpectedly, since during the previous night the picket liiiu

had become frightened at some real or supposed demonstratii'n

by the foe and was ordered to fall back upon the camp, calliii_-

the corps to arms before daybreak, the line being re-establislu-l

after the excitement, with no further demonstration. In fact.

Lee having failed in the principal object of his expedition, now

contented himself with destroying as much as possible of the

Orange and Alexandria railroad and falling back nearer his own

base of supplies. His purpose being penetrated by the Union

commander, orders were issued Sunday evening, the 18th, f-.r

an advance in pursuit next morning, the men, owing to the un-

certain nature of the communications being provided with eiirlit

days' rations. In respect to this matter of rations, it was not in

human nature to refrain from fault-finding, since in addition :

the enormous load which the men were required to carry, ih'

quality was of the poorest—the crackers being wormy and tl:

meat consisting of salt ham of very indifferent quality.

The pickets were called in at daybreak Monday morning, an i

the men made an early breakfast prejiaratory to the nuir.l.-

While they were thus engaged a sudden and furious tho\v i r

burst, tearing down tent? and drenching everything in a flood "

i*ain; b»t such experiences had become too common to el; i

more than i)assing remark. The exposed soldiers merely jt -

tected themselves and their possessions as well as they could '

the first fury of the storm abated, when the order to niarcli ^\
•

is>ik'd.

Passing to tlie westward of Centreville and taking the ^\ •'

reiitou turnj)ike, the column jjushed steadily forward all
•'
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I with no event of importance to thrill the jaded frames, though

I there was much in the region passed through to interest the

I
members of the Thirty-seventh, covering as it did the scene of

|. the two battles of Bull Run and so many minor encounters and

I
strategic movements extending over almost the entire period of

I
the war. In every direction were to be seen strong fortifications

f standing as they had been left by one or the other of the con-

I
tending parties, wasting away by the slow erosion of time and

I storm; graves, marked or unmarked, were scattered everywhere:

I
while skeletons of animals and even of men once partially

[
buried dotted the neglected and desolate fields. Gainesville was

reached near night and the men, well exhausted by the heavy

march of 1-i miles, had pitched their shelters, eaten their sup-

pers, and were about lying down to sleep, when heavy artillery

firins: was heard at the left, and almost simultaneouslv the com-

mand to " Pack up and fall in!" rang sharply forth. It was

obeyed, the column made a rapid march of half a mile, stood in

line for an hour, then returned to the former bivouac. It was

merely " the cavalry againi'* Kilpatrick had during the after-

noon been pressing the enemy's rear guard sharply, inflicting

considerable damage, but toward night was draAvn into a trap

I
and attacked from two or three directions by a superior force,

(driven back to and through the lines of the First Corps, the

pursuers following so closely as to "gobble up" quite a number

[
of the disordered infantry and take them away in triumph.

I
Satisfied with what they had accomplished, the triumphant Cou-

[
federate horsemen wheeled abo.ut and the retreat of Lee was

I
without further resistance continued beyond the Iiappahannock.

I Eight o'clock next morning, the 20th, saw the Thirty-seventh

j
again on the road, and after a leisurely march till about 2 m the

\
afternoon a halt Avas made near Xew Baltimore, not far from

\ the spot where they passed several days the previous fall at the

\ time of Burnside's taking command of the army. About

[
dusk, after the bivouac was well disposed for the night, the un-

j' wehome order to "^ Pack unl" was (ince moi-o lienrd. and the

%: column dragged along tliruu^^li the darkni'ss towttrd Warrentmi.

wliieh was reached at it) o'elofk. 'lie regiment hidtinu' for the
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night about lialf a mile east of the town. There the following

day and night Avere passed, but on the 22d camp was changed to

the hills a mile or so to the northwest of the town, very near

the point of the regiment's location at the time it was sum-

moned to Xew York. Here tiie camp was more carefully located

and a week of quiet ensued, with very little duty for the men,

while the railroad was being repaired and other preparations

nuide for the continuation of the campaign. At this time Gen-

eral Meade wished to change his base to Fredericksburg by a

rapid movement, butiiermissiou for the transfer was not granted

by General Halleck.

Ten days passed with no other change than the visible waning

of the year. While the days were generally pleasant and bright,

the nights were frequently so cold as to make the duties of the

}nckets and guards anything but pleasant; and it was evident

that whatever campaigning was to be done before winter must

be undertaken soon. Xor were other evidences of an intended

movement absent. A brigade review and inspection was held on

Sunday, the 1st of November, and the following day there Avas

a division review by General Sedgwick. Tuesday the camp was

changed about a mile, being located nearer Warrenton on the

Salem turnpike, and then eanie another resjnfc till Friday, the

Gth, when definite orders were issued for a movement at an early

hour next morning.

As before stated, the Confederate army had retired behind the

Rappahannock, and was at that time engaged in building huts

for the winter quarters of the men, Lee evidently anticipating

no further troulile from tlic Army of the Potomac. General

Sedgwick with tlie'Fifth Corps in addition to his own, formiuL,'

the right of the army, Avas diroeted to move against Ivappahan-

noek Station, while General French with the First, Second and

Third Cor]>s Avas to attempt a crossing at Kelly's Ford, a lii^^

miles to the south. Tlie latter column moving from Warrenton

Jutu'tion while ^edL'wiek advanced from W;irreuton. the routes

Avcre almost ])arallel and of practically etjual length, and the

mnrch being tino]i])osed by tlie enemy, there was every proba-

bilitv that the two crossiuk^s would be reached at about the saini-
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time, and the importance of vigor in all subsequent pi^ceedings

was impressed upon all concerned. The initial operations were

renuirkably successful,

Eeveille broke the dark air at 4 o'clock on the morning of the

Tth and the Thirty-seventh was soon in readiness for the orders

to move, which were not received till 7 o'clock. The morning

was bright and pleasant, Init not even the rich sunlight could

remove the gloom of desolation which hung over the town of

Warrentun, which had so long lain in the path of receding and

advancing armies. The business which had formerly made its

streets lively had entirely disappeared, and a large proportion of

the inhabitants seemed to have gone with it. Many of the

houses were uninhabited and more or less wrecked, while the

few inhabitants who were visible seemed to have abundant cause

for the sourness and sadness written upon their faces. Poor

A^irginial She had taken the sword, and terribly was she perish-

ing by the sword ; her homes shrouded in one universal pall of

mourning, her fields desolate and her streets deserted. Brave

indeed were her sons, and no less heroic her daughters in the

I cause of their mistaken espousal; the world will ever accord them

I that just praise, and none more cheerfully and fully than those

I who bore arms against them; yet none can look back upon those

I desolate scenes, oven after the lapse of a generation, without a

1= vivid realization of the wickedness and pity of human warfare.

The sharp chill of the night and early morning disappeared as

the day advanced, and the column j)ressed steadily on till about

noon, when the thunder of artillery but a few miles in advance

showed tliat the head of Sedgwick's column had struck the Con-

federate outposts. The ])ace was at onee"<|uickened, a strong

Avind and dusty roads making the movement anything but agree-

able, A part of the way the march was ])eside the railroad, or

rather tlie rcxad bed, for every rail and tie had been removed ])y

the enemy, as a precaution against their use by the Yankee army.

J
At "i o'clock the srono of art ion was approached aiul soon the

I
-livlls fruni the enemy's batteries })egan to explode in the vicinity

(• Iff tiie 'J'hirty-seventli, Cluso column by divisions was formed
^ and the rciriment advanced under the shelter of a slight hill,

1/

! -
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lying in the. rear of a battery which was doing fine execution.

The fight was ah-eady in earnest progress, and as the Thirty-

seventli wns moved to its j)]ace in the sa})porting line the ene-

my's skirmishers were driven back, but it was not till dusk that

the Confederate works were assaulted.

The jKJsition occupied by tlie detachment of Lee's army which

Sedgwick now confromcd was an unusual and as the result

proved an unfortunate one. On the north bank of the Rappa-

hannock ill tliis point .some earthworks previously constructed

by the Union army had been taken possession of by the Confed-

erates and altered and strengthened so as to form a formidable

barrier in case the Federals should ai)pi"o;ich the river at that

place. The} could only be reached by a front attaek over low

ground swept for half a mile by the Confederate artillery. On
confronting them, General Sedgwick deployed the Sixth Corps

to the right of the railroad and the Fifth to the left, and obtain-

ing possession of commanding ground near the bank of the river

on each flank ]tosted his heavy guns and endeavored by a severe

artillery five to drive out the defenders. This attempt, however.

proved fruitless,- as the Confederate guns sent back shot for

shot with unabated vigor. The garrison iii the works when
Sedgwick's forces deployed in their front consisted of IIays"s

Louisiana brigade of Early's division of Ewell's corps, and

Hoke's brigade of Xorth Carolinians of the same division was

sent over to reinforce them—making a force of about 2.000 men,

and as the Confederate commanders believed enough to hold the

position in the face of all the Yankees who could be brought

against it.

General Sedgwick having command of the entire o})erations at

this point, the Sixth Corps was in the immediate command for

the first time in action of General Horatio G. Wright, of the

First Division, (rcneral David A. Russell of tlie Third Brigade

taking charge of the division. Russell, after a thorough insi)ec-

tion of tlu' ground in his front, decided that an assault was

practicablo, and ou receiving jicrmission to make it selected his

own brigade and the Second of the same division, eonunanded

resjiectively by Colonels Ellinaker and Upton. Witha heavy





BATTLE OF RAPPAHANNOCK STATION. 233

artillery fire from both flanks covering the movement, the assault-

ing cohimn advcinced through the gathering dusk, crossed the

ditch, scaled the parapet and poured into the works almost before

their intent was comprehended. General Russell went over the

works with the men of his command, and in the fierce hand-to-

hand fight that briefly followed one of his colonels, thinking

his general in too dangerous quarters, called out to his soldiers to

" Rally on the General I " To which the brave leader replied,

" Rally on the rebs, men, rally on the rebs I " The Sixth Maine

and Fifth Wisconsin led in the principal attack, supported by

the other regiments of their brigade, while the One Hundred and

Twenty-first New York and Fifth Maine of Upton's brigade

carried the rifle pits to the right and completed the occupation.

The skirmish line of the Fifth Corps, also, catching the en-

thusiasm of the moment, broke through on the left of the rail-

road, and almost in a moment more than three-fourths of the

garrison were killed, wounded or captives, the remainder having

succeeded in escaping across the ponton bridge to the south

side of the river, including General Hays, who escaped by his

horse taking fright after the general had been made a prisoner.

The total Union loss was 371 in killed,wounded and missing,

while General Early reported his loss at 1,672 men, four cannon

and eight battle flags. Considering that the defenders fully

equaled in numbers the assaulting column, and that the attack

was everywhere successful at the first attempt, the capture of

Rappahannock Station must be regarded as one of the most brill-

iant actions of the war.

The mission of General French had been equally successfuJ.

Arriving in the vicinity of Kelly's Ford about noon, he found

the crossing guarded by a detachment from Rodes's division of

Ewell's corps posted behind ritle-pits on the south bank of the

river. The Third Corps, commanded by General Birney, while

French had the general command, was in advance, and acted

with commendable vigor. Posting his artilk-ry to sweep the

southern bank, where a wide plain was commanded by the higher

ground on the noi'thern side. Ijirney forded his First Division

across the river, the water uj* to. their waists, and immediately
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charged the rifle-pits with six regiments, capturing 500 prisoners

with next to no loss on his own part. The initial operations liad

thus been eminently successful at both points; the Confederates

had sustained a loss of over 2,000 men, and the crossing of the

river had been accomplished under circumstances to inspirit the

Federal soldiers in the highest degree. But the early promise

was not to bear its fruit.

The Thirty-seventh, remained during the night in about tlie

position it had taken on reaching the field. Late in the even-

ing, after the fighting was over and the fruits of the victory

secured, i)ermission was given to build fires sufficient for the

making of coffee, and the little warmth which they were thus

enabled to obtain was very grateful to the chilled, weary and

hungry soldiers. With rapid wings the news of the good work

in front traveled to the supporting lines, which could only judge

of the progTcss being made by the sound of the firing and cheer-

ing, and i>resently squads of prisoners came trooping back to

the rear, showing that the favorable reports were in no wise

exaggerated. "Where is your army going now?'" asks a good-

natured Yankee as the long string of captives files past. " Going

to sec Father Abraham and get some soft Ijrcad." replies one :

"To see the drafted men from Xew York I

" retorts another with

a little bitterness in his tone.

Daylight of the 8th found the Thirty-seventh again on the

marcli, making its way down the river toward Kelly's Ford,

from which the additional good news of French's success had

been received during the ni2:ht. Before noon a halt was made

in the woods not far from the Ford, the men improved the op-

portunity of fuel and freedom to cook as good a dinner as their

stores of provision would allow, and then waited all the after-

noon for further orders. These came near sunset when the regi-

ment was moved a short distance and assigned the duty of pick-

eting the road leading to the Ford, in which p<^sition it remained

during the night, and. contrary to all expectation, for two days

and nights ensuing. Lee had again escaped, fearing to await

the attack of Meade's elated army, and retired beyond tlie Kapi-

dan, making Gordonsville his l)a3e of supplies.
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Early "Wednesday morning, ]Srovemljer 11, the regiment re-

traced its steps to Rappahannock Station, crossed the river on a
bridge which had been constructed by General Meade's ponton
corps on the site of the one l)urned by Early after liis disaster,

advanced some six miles to the vicinity of Brandy Station,
where camp was pitched and the men directed to make tliem-
selves as comfortable as possible, as they would remain there for

.
at least two weeks and perhajxs more. This intelligence was
not greeted with cheers, since the location was scarcely an ideal
one for a camp, the situation being exposed and wood having to

i be brought a long distance. But the days wore away with their

l| '^iiil routine, the chills of early winter sharpened tlie air more

P
and more, cold, heavy rains made day and night alike uncom-

11
fortable, and November approached its close, while nncertaintv

g and expectation hung over the camps. Yet there was no indi-
cation of an intention on the part of General Meade to put his
army into winter quarters till he had again crossed swords with
his wily antagonist. A regimental inspection on the 16th was
had by Captain Young of the Second Rhode Island, the brigade
insjiector, and on the 30th a review of the Sixth Corps was held
by General Sedgwick. Meantime the paymaster had visited

• camp, but brought little money to the members of*the Thirtv-
seveuth, as their extra expenses for clothing and other supplies
while in Xew York had drawn heavily upon their allowances.
During this interval of inaction General Meade had not been

idle. While Avaiting for the completion of the railroad to Rap-
pahannock Station, which was made his base of sui)plies, he had
gained pretty accurate knowledge of the position of Lee's army,
which he found to be spread out for some 20 miles over the
country beyond the Rapidan. with the fords of that river imper-
fectly guarded. Meade's plan of operations contemplated a rapid
lui^vement of his own army by dirTerent routes, ])enetratino- be-
tween the separated corps of his antagonist and fightinLr and
defeating them in detail. Oivlers were issued <m the 23d for ;i

I
in()\ement the followfiig morning: the nu-n were provided with
>'Veral days' rations;, as the plan contemplated the movinir of
I lie army with(.ut wagon trains or any incumbrance which could
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by any possibility be avoided. The morning of the 2-ith brought

a cold, disagreeable storm, which lasted most of the day, and

though camps were struck before daylight and the men in shiv-

erino- squads awaited orders to fall in, none came during that

dav^or the next. The storm had caused a delay till the roads

hacl opportunity to settle somewhat, but the orders were renewed

for the -^Gth, and that morning knapsacks and haversacks were

slung and the "Mine Hun movement"' began.

It was Thanksgiving day in Massachusetts, as the sons of that

State well remembered—was that a fortunate omen for their ex-

pedition? Before setting forth the men were cheered by news

of the success of General Grant in the AVest, and there was need

enough of whatever encouragement they could receive at the

outset, for they found little enough afterward. The roads were

still muddy, and as the Sixth Corps followed the Third they

found the way more trying than it would otherwise have been.

Making slow progress, "though at great expenditure of physical

energy* the column toiled along all day and far into the night.

Thelatter portion of the journey was tiie more unpleasant as it

was through a dark wood where the uncertain road was rough

and extremely muddy. The movement had now become very

spasmodic, the column halting and starting at uncertain inter-

vals but with no indication of approaching bivouac. The woods

were tilled with stragglers who had issued their own orders for

a halt, kindled fires and were cooking their sup])ers and making

themselves generally comfortable. Finally at about 10 o'clock

the Rapidan°was crosseil at Jacob's :Mill Ford and a mile beyon-l

the thoroughly exhausted regiment came to a halt, those who

were not too much exhausted making tires over which their

"Thanksgiving Dinner'' of i-olfee and "hard tack'' was pre-

pared. The most suniptuous repast could not have been more-

welcome. An early start next morning was expected, and the

camp was astir betimes, but the entire day wore away, as well as

the early part of the night, with no change of the regiment's

iM.sition. Heavy tiring could be hoard in front at interval.-,

u'iving evidence that the advance was being contested, but onlv

surmi"Ies came back to tlie listeners. The situation was terribly
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uncomfortable. The weather was cold, chilling and almost
freezing the men, especiall}- at night, while the momentary ex-

pectation of orders to continue the march precluded the possi-

bility of making themselves more comfortable.

Silence at last reigned over the forest, the men were sleeping

and the fires had generally burned out, when at 1 o'clock the

bugle rang its unwelcome call, the men scrambled to their feer,

packed their frozen blankets as best they could, and presently

moved forward. Under the circumstances the march was nec-

essarily slow, but it continued till daylight when a halt was
made for breakfast, folloAved by a rest of an hour, after which
the slow toil was resumed and continued till near noon. The
route foliowed—if route it could be called—was an extremely diffi-

cult one, leading through the forest, often filled with under-
growth which the column could with difficulty penetrate, gener-
ally along some obscure by-way and often through regions where
apparently the foot of man had never before wandered. A con-
siderable conflict was evidently going on in front, and the regi-

ment had reached a point in the immediate rear of the Union
lines from which the men expected each moment to be ordered
into action, though the all-enveloping thicket prevented any
view of what might be transpiring in the immediate vicinity,

when a heavy, cold rain began to fall and the firing very soon
ceased, with the exception of an occasional cannon shot and the
inevitable fusillade of the skirmishers. The Thirty-seventh fell

back into the forest for a short distance, built fires and renuiined
through the afternoon and part of the night. Let us see what
had been transpiring in the mean time.

i Cieneral Meade's intention, as we have said, was to pass tJie

I
right flank of Lee's army, penetrate between the corps of Hill

i and Ewell before they could unite, and defeat them in detail.

i Lee's front at that time extended from Barnct's Ford, northeast

f
of Orange Court House, down the Ra])idan to ^[ine Run, a small

I
-•ircani entering the river at a point ahuo>r due south from

f
Kelly's Funl on the nafipahanutHk. Lravingthe Kaia-lan there,
tlio Confederate line bent sharjfly to the south along Mine Run,
•M-ciipyiiig a strong position which had been well fortified for
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some miles back from the main stream. Evidently eonsiderinir

this a suflicient defense of his right tiaiik, Lee liad left the fords

of the Rapidan from that point to its junction with the

Rappahannock undefended, save by small cavalry outposts.

South of the Rai)idan and nearly ])arallel to it, at a distance of

six or eight miles, run the old turnpike and the plank road lead-

ing from Fredericksburg to Orange Court House and passing to

the rear of the rebel intrenched line. Meade's programme wa.s

for the Army of the Potomac to cross the Ra[)idan at the dif-

ferent fords, push quickly by the cross roads to these highways,

and joining forces press rapidly westward, scattering the dif-

ferent sections of the Confederate army as they were encountered.

In pursuance of this plan the Third Corps, followed by tiic

Sixth, was to cross at Jac6b's ]\Iill Ford, a mile or two beluw

Mine Run, and proceed to Robertson's Tavern on the turni)ike.

There the Third Corps, whose movements were to time those of

the others, was to be joined by the Second under General Warren,

which was to cross at Germanna Ford, some two miles below

Jacob's Mill Ford. The Fifth Corps, followed by the First, was

to cross at Culpe])er Mine Ford, still further down the ri\t'r.

pusl) on to Parker's Store on the plank road, at that point soiip^

two miles south of the turn[)ike. Such w;is the well-laid plan :

like many another it was to meet unexi^ected obstacles in tin.-

execution.

In a scheme so complicated it was essential that there should

be a perfect execution of the plans. The Third Corps, up"n

which so much depended, failed at the start, being behind

time in reaching the Rajjidan. Then it was found that rht-

engineers had miscalculated the length of bridge necessary t"i'

the crossing and time was wasted in piecing out the structure

with i»olos. At best the aj)proaches to the bridge were so ditli-

cult that the artillery of the two corps was obliged to go dou !i

the river, cross at Germanna Ford and make its way back on tiic

south side ol" the stream to icjoin the column. It was mornii ..

of the '^Uh. thcrerorc, when the army found itself across !'-'••

Rapidan. The Fifth Corps pushed forward with the lavaliy

along the plank road, reaching Parker's Store in the niiddh-
"'
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the forenoon, encountering; there the enemy's outposts, which

were steadily driven biiok for several hours till Xew Hope
Churcli was reached, where tlie cross road from Robertson's

Tavern on the turnpike interseets the plank road. Here Sykes

was directed to halt liis command and await (•o-o]»eration. The
Se>'ond Corps had reached the Tavern sliortly after noon, en-

cnimtering the Confederates in considerable force, and the op-

posing forces were quickly thrown into line of l)attle, but hours

passed with no tidings from French and the two corps under his

'ommand. In fact, he had pirocceded but a few miles from' the

L-rossing when he became confused in regard to the road which

he was ex])ected to follow, took the wrong one, came upon

the enemy, who made vigorous demonstrations against his tlauk,

treating apprehensions of an attack in force, so that the entire day

was wasted without sufficient advance on his i»art to allow the

Sixth Corps to take the road at all, as we have seen. Finding

it impracticable by the roundabout communication which alone

was possible to bring the Third Corps forward prom})tly, General

Meade sent a dispatch to General Sedgwick to move his command
immediately to Robertson's Tavern, and French was directed to

follow the Sixth Corps. Sedgwick needed no second bidding;

licnee the midnight reveille and the consequent march which

had brought the Thirty-seventh so near to the front.

The Union army was at last in position, the demonstrations in

French's vicinity having ceased, allowing his corps to come for-

ward ; but it was a position which should have been occupied at

least 24 hours before, and those hours had not been wasted by

tiie Confederate chieftain. Early ap})rised of the movement
•*f the Army of the Potomac, and divining its intent, Lee had
r;ipidly strengthened his line in the rear of Mine Run, ex-

(•iidiug it so as to fully cover the turn])ike and the plank road.

Having by the prelimiiuiry skirmishing gained time for this pur-

pose, he now withdrew to his main position and with snnliug

• "riCidence awaited the onset of his antagonist.

The position of tiie Coniederate army was along a range of

'ii-'hts halt" a mile »>r nmre in the rear of Mine Run, The stream
II -(.'If was ditlicult of passage, its banks being marshy and
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fringed with bushes and vines. Beyond it ii gentle slope led up

to the enemy's position, swept every foot of the way by their

fire and filled with abatis and other obstructions. Having ml-

vanced as fur as practicable without a conflict, General ^Icadu

disposed his army in front of the Run in this order: General

Xewton's First Corps formed the center, lying just south of the

old turnpike, with the Fifth Corps on its right and the Thinl

on its left. General Sedgwick with his First and Second Divi-

sions was thrown well to the right, while his Third Division,

which had for some time been under the command of General

Terry, was detached to co-operate with the Second Corps in

feeling for a more vulnerable point to the left.

Accordingly the men of tlie Thirty-seventh found themselves

aroused at 1 o'clock in the morning of Sunday, the 29th, drew

a small additional supply of rations, and before daylight wer(> on

their way, passing Eobertson's Tavern, through to the plank

road and beyond it, around the head of iline Run, the advance

skirmishing continually with the enemy's outposts and driving'

them back till near night, when General "Warren, believing that

he had found a comparatively weak point, so reported to ^feado

and disposed his forces for the attack whenever it should be

ordered. General Sedgwick from the riglit also reported tbai

he deemed an assault in his front practicable. General AVarri-n

was strengthened with two divisions from the Third Corps ami

directed to attack at 8 o'clock next morning in connection witii

a heavy artillery fire from the center, while Sedgwick was t"

'^go in" an hour later.

The Thirty-seventh were in reserve during the night of the

29th, lying on their arms and sleeping as much as po.-sible in

the intense cold, wliich had now become so intolcral)le that ni<M:

were frozen to death on the })icket line. Early in tlie morni:;.-

the regiment was moved forward to the front line, taking p"-:-

tion on the extreme left. It was terribly uncomfortable lv!i:_'

upon the frozen ground liour after liour waiting for the sign;ii

tu spring to tlieir feet and dush forward into tlie face of «ie:i;:i.

and the men would almost have Avelcomed the eumniand. >::!•

it would have stirred tlie blood and warmed the benmnbtd lim' -;
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but it did not come. The morning's inspection of the works in

his front revealed to Warren that his intention to attack had

been anticipated, that the enemy liad used the entire night in

extending and strengthening the fortifications, that the latter

were filled to the utmost capacity with exultant defenders and

bristling with cannon which had not been there the previous

evening. Warren reported the discouraging outlook to his com-

mander and awaited orders. Meade sent a hasty order to Sedg-

wick, who was waiting the passage of the few intervening

moments to hurl his human avalanche against the foe, directing

him to suspend the attack, and hurried to a personal consulta-

tion with Warren.

The judgment of the lieutenant was confirmed on inspection

by the general commanding. The plan of attack which on the

previous afternoon had seemed feasible was now seen to be haz-

ardous to the degree of rashness. The two points of assault

were fully five miles apart, rendering perfect co-operation very

difficult; there were no reserves to follow up and secure any ad-

vantage which the attacking columns might gain; but above all

there was the extreme doubt of any lodgment being made in the

hostile works. The common soldiers saw the desperate outlook

as clearly as their generals. They had never shrunk from the

call of duty—they never would; but with firm fingers each man
had written his name and pinned it upon his blouse that his

dead body might be identified Avhen the burial parties should do

their sad work I

To make other dispositions of the army—to search for an un-

defended flank or a practicable point of attack on a concentrated

foe whom Meade believed his equal in numl)er3—would require

time, while the rations with which his men set out were nearly

exhausted, and his supply trains were under cavalry guard beyond

the Kapidan. The steadily increasing cold weather seemed to

indicate the setting in of a severe winter, and reluctantly the

orders were issitcd whiuii sliould record upon the movement the

vordi(,'t of "'failure.*'

All day the Tlurty-sevenih reniaiiicd in their uncomfortable

lM)>ition, the skirmishers and sharp-shooters iu front keeping up
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an incessant fusillade, though by rare good fortune the loss was

only one or two men wounded. There were plenty of narrow

escapes, as always at such times, among them being that of
;

Chaplain Morse, who on one of his several visits from the hos-
!

pitals in the rear to the regiment at the front was fired at and

narrowly missed by a sharp-shooter on two occasions. At night

the regiment Avas relieved and with the rest of the division

marched back to the turnpike, some three miles, where the

Sixth Corps was reunited, the other two divisions having been

recalled from their advanced position at the right. Large fires

were made and the men went to sleep about them, but as soon

as the flames died away the torturing cold reasserted its cruel

power, and long before daylight the camp was voluntarily astir,

building fires and preparing breakfast, in the expectation of
;

being presently called to sterner duty.
j

But all that day, December 1, wore away with no summons i

till evening, after many of the men had disposed themselves to

sleep, when the familiar invitation to " Pack up and fall in

lively I
" rang through the oak forest, and at 9 o'clock the col-

umn sped swiftly back toward the Eapidan, but not by the

route which it had traversed in coming through the wood and

which had })roved sucli an entanglement to the Third Corps.

Following the turnpike back to its junction with the Brock road,

a mile or so east of the Old Wilderness Tavern, and then turning

nearly due north, the regiment crossed the Rapidan at Ely's

Ford' about daylight, and after making a mile or two on the

north side of the river halted for breakfast and rested till noon.

Most of the men and the othcers as well slept during the wait.

for the niglit's march had been swift and continuous .and they

were severclv exhausted. The mounted officers had shared their

horses with line ofiiccrs, enlisted men and servants, who were

unable otherwise to accompany the column, and thus nearly

everv member of the command was in his place when the regi-

ment halted, and the few who wore behind soon came up.

The march was resumed at midday, and tlie tottering column,

sore, stilT and weary, ploiKled along till after dark, crossing

Mountain Kun where they had crossed it a wc-ek before in going
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out, and soon afterward the Thirty-seventh halted in a piece of

woods for the night. The ground was low and marshy, with

frequent pools of water into which the men stumbled, but they

gave little heed to the discomforts. Wrapping themselves in

their blankets, officers and men alike threw themselves upon the

ground and slept the sleep of exhaustion till morning. As it

was now certain that the regiment was near the old camp, and

hence probable that they were to return there, the men devoured

for breakfast what little food remained in their haversacks, in

many cases ardently wishing it Avere more, and shortly afterward

resumed the march, Avhich led directly back to the old camp,

—

quitted seven days before for one of the most tedious, exhaust-

ing, depressing and apparently fruitless expeditious in the his-

tory of the army. History will justify,—it has already justified,

—the wisdom of General Meade; but the thinking men who
made up the army could not then comprehend as they now do

the unfortunate combination of circumstances which conspired

to defeat the skillful plans of the general commanding, and it'

was not remarkable that there was bitterness of feeling and of

speech among those who had endured the severe sufferings of the

bootless campaign.

Tents were hastily pitched during the afternoon and three

days' rations drawn, but the camp was not at once to settle into

dull routine. When in posse:=sion of the new supply of rations,

the men prepared bountiful suppers and crept into their tents

under the warning to be ready to move at a moment's notice.

A little later they were called up to draw more rations and took

the occasion to eat some more supper, after which they returned

to their blankets and Avere not again disturbed that night. Xext
day details Avere made for guard and picket, the camp lines were

established and a settled conviction began to be felt, despite all

manner of camp rumors as to possible expeditions in the near

future, that Avinter quarters would now be established. Within

a fcAv days that conviction deepened into certainty, the site for a

new camp was selected and the men set to Avork upon it, pat-

turning closely after '*Camp Edwards," the famous habitation

of the previous Avinter.
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Up to this time several additional changes had taken ])lace

among the officers of the regiment. Second Lieutenant Ilarri-

gan of Company K resigned October 30, and as that company,

like most otliers in the regiment, was reduced below the numljcr

for which the government allowed the muster of a new second

lieutenant, the latter vacancy remained unfilled, as did other

vacancies in the same rank, except when promotion is noted.

First Lieutenant Charles Phelps of Company I resigned Xovein-

ber 17, Second Lieutenant F. Edward Gray of the same company

being advanced to fill the vacancy. Major Eugene A. Allen re-

signed Xovember 25, and was succeeded by Captain Marcus T.

Moody of Company G, whoso commission bore date December

.5 though he was not mustered to the new rank until January.

First Lieutenant Bliss of Company G was at the same time

commissioned captain, but before the recei])t of the commission

he resigned as first lieutenant, December 2o, being influenced

by family considerations, among them the death of his only

brother. Captain George S. Bliss of the Fifty-second Massachu-

setts regiment. Second Lieutenant James C. Clialmers of ('om-

pany A was j)romotcd from December 5 to first lieutenant and

assigned to Company G. The resignation of Lieutenant Bliss

making anotlier vacancy in the roster of captains, First Lieu-

tenant John C. Robinson of Company C Avas promoted to date

from December •^4, taking command of Company G. Second

Lieutenant Jones of Company F "was made first lieutenant of

Company C.





CHAPTER XII.

WINTER ON THE RAPIDAN.

THE CLOSING TEAR.—PROGRESS OF THE WAR.—THE WINTER

CAMP AXD THE LIFE IN IT.—A FUTILE EXPEDITION.

Mention has been made of cheering news which came from

Grant in the West as the troops of the Army of the Potomac

were about to set forth on the Mine Run expedition. To see

what it was we must return to Bragg and Rosecrans, whom we

left, the former at Chattanooga, Ga., with the principal Con-

federate army west of Virginia, the latter near Stevenson, Ala.,

preparing to cross the Tennessee river in pursuit of his antagon-

ist. In co-operation with Rosecrans, General Burnside took the

field actively in Eastern Tennessee, capturing Frazer's brigade

and Cumberland Pass September 9, thus interposing his own
army between Bragg and Virginia, besides dispelling the frag-

mentary forces of armed Secessionists who had been maintaining

a reign of terror in the region about Knoxville, and the faithful

Unionists who had been obliged to flee for their lives now vent-

ured to return to their homes again.

Bragg's position at Cliattanooga was one dil^cult of approach

by a hostile force from any direction, since it was shut in by

commanding mountain ranges, with numerous creeks and rivers;

but Rosecrans decided to push straight across the Tennessee,

over the mountains beyond, and threatening the enemy's com-

munications either drive him toward the interior of the Confed-

eracy or force him to a decisive battle. With numerous feints

completely deceiving liragg as to his real intentions, the Union

I
commander crossed tlie Tennessee at four dillerent points, and

? the first days of Se[)tcmber saw his army pushing its way over

t the ransres to the eastward. Brasg immediatelv evacuated
>

f
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Chattanooga, moving due south some 15 or 20 miles and estab-

lishing his army along the east bank of West Chickamauga Creek,

facing the advancing Union army. By this movement General

Rosecrans was sadly deceived, thinking tiuit the Confederates were

in full retreat. Fearing that Bragg might attemjjt to escajie to

the westward, and again carry the theater of war into Tennessee,

Eosecrans sent to Sherman for co-ojieration to prevent such a

result, and scattered his own forces for 40 miles through the

mountains to operate against the supposed fugitives.

But nothing was further from Bragg's mind than flight. He

had been heavily reinforced by the merciless conscription which

was bein": carried on through the South, bv most of Johnston's

available force, and finally by the two divisions from Lee's army

commanded by Lougstreet in person, who had made their way

through the Caroliuas and were now coming up via Atlanta.

Most of these troops were veterans, they vastly outnumbered the

Union army, even if the latter had been consolidated, while in

its present scattered condition there was every hope that it might

be broken up in detail with little cost to the Confederates.

Rosecrans did not know of these reinforcements, but he became

aware of tlio presence on the Chickamauga of the enemy in strong

force, and easily divined Bragg's intention. By skillful disposi-

tions and great exertions he succeeded in rescuing the scattered

detachments of his army, and by the time the Confederates were

ready for the attack their antagonists were tolerably ready for

the defense. In fact the initial blow was struck by the Union

army, though with no conception of the results which were to

follow. The morning of September 19, 1863, opened the struggle.

General Thomas, commanding the Union left, had thrown out a

detachment in search of an isolated brigade of the enemy which

had l)een reported on that side of the creek, but after a brief

engagement found that a strong force was developing in his

front. In fact Bragg had intended to throw his rigiit under

General I'olk with erusliing weight upon the Union left, t'Ut

the engagement which eiisiu'd sliowed that lie had somewliai

mistaken tlie position of his antngonist, whose tlauk exteiuled

farther to tbc northward than he had anticipated. The Southern
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army was across tlie creek, however, in much stronger force than

Thomas had in readiness for immediate operation against it, and
the boys in blue were driven back. They were speedily rein-

forced and drove their antagonists in turn, and so through the

day, witli the advantage favoring first the Stars and Stripes and
then the Stars and Bars, the battle raged with terrible despera-

tion but without decisive result. The Union risrht was also

repeatedly assailed, but on that part of the field every attack

was repulsed and the lines stood firm.

That night Longstreet came up with a division and two bri-

gades of fresh troops and took command of the Confederate left.

in place of Hood, who had the immediate command of that wing
during the first day. The fight of the 20th opened by a deter-

mined effort on the part of Polk to turn Thomas's left flank and
interpose between the Union army and the Rossville Pass through
Missionary Eidge to Chattanooga, but every attempt was stub-

bornly contested and defeated with the assistance of troops drawn
from other parts of the line. On the right, meantime, owing to

misunderstood orders in connection with the reinforcements sent

to the left, a considerable gap was left in the line, and Long-
street's r|uick eye grasped the opportunity. Hood's command
in overwhelming force was pushed into the opening, cutting off

five brigades and inflicting upon them terrible loss. Then the

whole right crumbled before the riving of this monstrous wedge
of exultant victors. Brigade after brigade was struck in the

flank and swept back in confused masses: Rosecrans and his

corps commanders, McCook and Crittenden, were carried back
with the flood which they had no power to stem ; while General
Garfield, the chief of stafl:', was dispatched to Thomas to bear

the news of disaster, urge that general to nuiintain his ground
as long as possible, and then to hold Rossville Pass at all hazards
while Rosecrans disposed his scattered fortes for the defense of

Chattanooga, on wliich they were in full retreat.

It was during the clo>Mug liours of this disastrous dav that

Gfiieral Tliomas won the sobriijuet of "Tlie Rock of Chicka-
mauga." With a force not excetding 25,U0u men, in a position

strengthened by such slight intrenchments as circumstances
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would permit, he received attack after attack without fliucliiug
or yielding, holding his ground determinedly against the pros*
sure of at least twice his numbers; finally retiring one division
at a time to Rossville Pass in accordance with orders,—the last
to leave the field being Wood's division, whose faulty movement
had opened the way for the breaking of the right^ The Pass
was firmly held during the following day, when all retired to
the fortified- lines about Chattanooga.
The battle of Chickamauga was one of the bloodiest known to

modern warfare. Out of some 55,000 men engaged, the Union
loss was 16,336 ; from the best data attainable it is estimated
that Bragg lost from his 70,000 effectives present over 20,000,
though in this as in so many other important ba'ttles no official
report of tlie aggregate Confederate loss is made.
The victors did not press the vanquished, but contented them-

selves by taking position on the mountain ranges within a few
miles of Chattanooga, whence they could look down upon tlie

Union camps, while their position upon Lookout mountain
completely closed the Tennessee river, so that Rosecrans was
obliged to throw a ponton bridge across in the rear of the town
and haul his supplies over the mountains 50 or 60 miles by the
most wretched roads, ^\hich as soon as tlie autumn storms began
to prevail would becume utterly impassable. As it was, the ar'niv

almost at once was distressed for rations, and numy thousand
horses and mules were lost from want of forage and by excessive
work upon the roads. Clearly this situation could not long be
borne without the utter overthrow of Rosecrans's command.^aid
the Washington authorities .acted with commendable prompt-
ness. The Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were witlidrawn from
the Army of the Potonuic, as we have seen, put under the com-
mand of Hooker, and placed in position to protect Rosecrans's
long lines of communication,— having marched to Washington
and been transported thence by tlie roundaliout route noccssarv
in eight days from the time of leaving the Rap {.abannock.
T-hey were sadly neeikd, since the immense Union wagon trains,
in addition to all other drawbacks, were constantly exposed to
tlie raids of the vigilant Confederate cavalry, from whieh serious
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losses were suffered. General Bnrnside was also directed to move

to the assistance of the Army of the Cumberland, as was Sherman

from his position in Missirfsij^pi. There was change in all direc-

tions. On the SSth of September the Twentieth and Twenty-first

Corps were consolidated into the Fourth and placed under com-

mand of General Gordon Granger, while McCook and Crittenden,

the relieved corps commanders, were ordered north to await the

result of a court of inquiry.

The crowning change was made, however, on the ICth of

October, when the Departments of the Ohio, the Cumberland

and the Tennessee were consolidated as -'the Military Division

of the Mississippi,*' and placed under the command of General

Grant. At the same time General Eosecrans was relieved of the

command of the Army of the Cumberland, to which General

Thomas was assigned, the former issuing a farewell address to

the command on the 19th and at once departing for his home
at Cincinnati. General Grant's first order to Thomas on taking

command was to hold Chattanooga at all hazards, to which

Thomas, whose army had already been on half rations for a

month, made answer, "We will hold the town till we starve."

The important events which followed were so entirely governed

by the remarkable conformation of the region about Chatta-

nooga that a general idea of the geographical features becomes

necessary.

The town is situated at the head of the valley of the same

name, through which flows Chattanooga Creek, emptying into

the Tennessee a few miles below the town. This valley extends

in a direction somewhat south of west, and its eastern boundary

is formed by Missionary Ridge, a well-defined range extending

far past tlie town at a distance of three or four miles to the

eastward. Half a dozen miles south of Chattanooga was Ross-

ville Pass, opening through the Ridge into Chickamauga ^'alley,

in which the battle of that name had taken place. Bending

southward around the town tlie Tennessee flows tliree or four

miles till it reaches tlu' b;i>e of Lookout Mountain forming the

western l»oundary of Cluittanooira Valley, when it turns ahnosr

dut* north in the shape of the letter U, the inclosed tongue ot
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land being known as Moccasin Point. Lookout Mountain,
which rises very abrupt!}', has at the top a table land of varying

width,, extending back for several miles, upon whicli, near tlie

northern extremity, was situated the village of Summertown.
Near the western base of the mountain ran Lookout Creek,

giving name to the valley through which it flowed. Beyond
this valley rose the less elevated Raccoon Mountains, on the

other side, of which the Tennessee again resumed its general

southwestern course. The Confederate main force was disposed

across the valley in front of Chattanooga, their pickets close up
to those of the Union army, their right extending to the north-

ward along Missionary Kidge, while their left ran over and alonor

the northern and western faces of Lookout. It was this left

wing, composed of part of Longstreet's troops, which command-
ed from their elevated positions so much of the river and of the

roads beyond as to necessitate the interminable mountain trans-

portation from which the Union army was suffering.

The first movement of the campaign was planned before

General Grant took command, and, as he approved it, was im-

mediately carried out. Its object was to open a line of com-
munication from the rear of Chattanooga across Moccasin Point

and Brown's Ferry, thence through Lookout Valley, crossing

the Tennessee again at Bridgeport, Ala., thus avoiding the

mountains and reducing the distance one-half. To gain posses-

sion of the left bank of the river at Brown's Ferry a very brill-

iant night expedition was planned and successfully executc<l.

At 3 o'clock in tlie morning of the 2'th of October 50 squads of

24 men each were quietly embarked in as many ponton boats

under tlie command of General W. B. Ilazen and without the

use of oars floated down the current as near the right bank :i.s

possible till the ferry was reached. For seven miles the flotilla

drifted jnist the Confederate i)icket lines without receiving a

shot or being noticed, but as the oars were used to bring the

boats to the landing the picket post at that point deliveivl a

voli€\v. The little force promptly hiuded, took a i)osition to

cover the ferry and l)egan to intrench, while the boats hastenca

to bring over the brigade of General Turchin whicli had marched
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overland to the opposite bank. A sharp attack was made ou
Hazen's command, but the gallant fellows held their own and
the bridge Avas soon completed.

At the same time General Hooker set out from Bridgeport to

cross the Tennessee and open the route through Lookout Valley,

General Geary's division of the Twelfth Corps was in advance
and during the 28th penetrated to Wauhatchie without encoun-

tering serious opposition. After midnight, however, it was
savagely assaulted by McLaws's division of Longstreet's corps,

which crept upon it in the darkness hoping to take the sleeping

camp by surprise. Geary and his men were wide awake, well

realizing the danger of their position, and though enveloped on

three sides fought unfalteringly till one brigade of Schurz's di-

vision of the Eleventh Corps, encamped some miles in the rear,

came up on the double-quick and relieved the pressure upon
Geary's left. The other brigade had been detached en route to

\
operate against a second body of Confederates who were advanc-

t ing against the camp of the Eleventh Corps. As Steinwehr's

f division was moving to join in the fight nearest it fire was open-
•* ed by a strong force of the enemy posted on an almost inaccessi-

,
ble hill 200 feet in higlit. Two regiments under Colonel Orlan-

: I
do Smith,—the Thirty-third :^rassachusetts, Colonel A. B. Under-

f wood, and Smith's own, the Seventy-third Ohio,—were ordered

I to clear the hill with the bayonet, which was magnificently done,

J Colonel UnderAvood Avas severely Avounded, and at the request

;|
of General Hooker received a promotion to a brigadier general-

'I
fhip for his gallantry. Probably no more picturesque night

I
battle than that of Wauhatchie Avas e\-er fought. All along the

^ valley and up the slojies of the hills the bursts and flashes of fire

ran, while from the frowninjr hiuhtsof Lookout, as thoudi from
batteries built amidst the clouds, the Confederate artillery joined
in tlie strife. But the attack Avas everyAvhere repelled, and
^vithin a day or tAvo the route though the valley Avas opened and
firmly held. The partial freeing of tlio river also alloAved the

einphn-nieut of a small steamer Avliich some of the Micliiixan

tn.op.s in the army had built and named the •• CJiattaiiooga,"' by
whicJi supplies Avere brought to the ferrv.
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A consideruble force had meantime been sent from BraL^g's

army under command of Longstreet to operate against Burn/idc,
to prevent him from reaching Chattanooga and if possible to

destroy or capture his command. The hitter, making the best

defense possible en route, fell back to his intrenchments at

Knoxville. Longstreet made a sharp attack Xoveniber 18, get-
ting possession of some outposts and killing General W. P.

Sanders, vho with a small command had bravely defended the
place till Burnside's arrival. Finding that the works were ton

strong to be carried by assault, Longstreet immediately began
siege operations, hoping to bag the garrison before assistance

should reach them, as he knew Burnside's stock of provisions to

be small. While the siege was yet in progress the country was
electrified by the tidings from Chattanooga.

Late in September General Sherman with the Fifteenth Corps
had moved from Yicksburg by water to Memphis and thence by
rail toward the Tennessee, in support of Rosecrans, but when
Grant's plans for a campaign against Bragg were perfected lit-

was ordered forward to Chattanooga and on Iiis arrival opera-

tions at once commenced, the first offensive movements being
made November 23. On tliat day Shernum crossed the Tennes-
see and the Chickamauga, after various demonstrations to mis-

lead the enemy, and moved forward along the line of the latter

stream against the Confederate right at the upper end of Mi>-
sionary Ridge, making his way slowly but holding tenaciously

whatever ground was gained. On tiie afternoon of the same-

day General Thomas formed a strong line of his own command
which was advanced against the Confederate center in front of

Chattanooga, carrying everything before it as far as Orchar.l

Knob, a minor elevation some distance in front of the Ridge but

Ijeyond the first line of rebel rifle pits. Here a battery was
placed and intrenchments thrown up to hold the ground thus

gained.

The first decisive blow was struck by Hooker on the -Mtli.

From his position in Lookout Valley ho was directed if juiSsibK'

to drive the Cen federates from their occupancy of Lo<ik<>ur

^[onntain. The force at his command consisted onlv of Gearv's
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division of tho Twelfth Corps, Osterliaus's of the Fifteenth and

two brigades from tlie Fourth,—troops that had never fought

together and whose numbers seemed wholly inadequate to the

1

1

terrible undertaking ; but at 4 o'clock in the morning he reported

readiness and shortly afterward the movement began. Almost
from the brink of Lookout Creek the mountain side slojjcd

upward so sharply that it seemed almost impracticaljle for the

unimpeded foot of man, breaking finally into a perpendicular

palisade from 50 to 100 feet in sheer ascent to the table land

forming the summit of the mountain. At every available point

below the palisade this slope was tilled with abatis, rifle-pits,

breastworks and epaulments defended by McLaws's veterans.

The stoutest heart might well have shrunk from the struorale

which must ensue, but Geary's division never faltered. Crossinor

the creek and extending its lines up the mountain side till the

palisade protected the right flank it faced northward and
assisted by the fire of the batteries from the valley began to

press forward. A heavy mist hung over the face of the mount-
f ain almost concealing the struggling heroes from the sif^ht of

their anxious friends, but now and then through a rift their ad-

vancing banners could bo seen, the line of fire moved steadilv

forward with never a retrograde, and at noon the utterly de-

moralized defenders were driven around the sharp northern end
of the mountain and the pursuers looked over upon the lines or

their fellow-Unionists in the Chattanooga Valley. Here Gearv
was directed to stop and reform his lines, but there were indica-

tions that another stand would be made as the eastern face was
turned, and his victorious command, necessarilv broke into an
exultant ral)ble, rushed forward with never a pause and sent

tlieir antagonists in a mad scramble over the rocks and through
tlie gullies into the valley ))eyond. Then the line was estab-

lished, the right still resting against tiie palisade and the left

reaching to near the mouth of Chattanooga Creek in the vallev,

facing and enfilading the Confederate position on the ri'^ht of

Thomas. During tlie night an attack was made on Hooker's
right but it was easily repulstd. and at daylight next mornin'>-

the Stars and Stripes waved from the summit of the mountain,

I



I
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which had been hastily abanJonefl, Bragg concentrating liis en-
tire force on Missionary Ridge, with his pickets still clinging to

the eastern sliore of Chattanooga creek.

Hooker's command was now ordered forward across the valley

to the Eossville Gap, which it reached and occupied about
the middle of the afternoon, having been delayed on the way In-

sharp skirmishing and missing bridges. Then facing northwunl
it advanced steadily till sunset, driving the enemy from one \>'>-

sition to another with resistless force. All day Sherman had
been battling sturdily at the north end of the Ridge, with his

face to the south, though making but little advance owing U)

the difficulty of the ground and the tenacity of the resistance.

As the afternoon wore away without sufficient progress to satisfy

General Grant he ordered Thomas to assault the enemy's center

in front of Orchard Knob. The position here was very strong.

At the foot of the ridge, half a mile from the Knob, was a strong

line of Avorks ; half way up the ascent was a second, consisting

chiefly of rifle-pits
; while the summit was very strongly fortifi-

ed, with 50 pieces of cannon in position. The four divisions of

Baird, "W^ood, Sheridan and Johnson were formed from left to

right in the order given and at half-past 3, under orders to carry

the first line of works if possible, advanced at the booming of six

signal guns.

Through a terrible fire of shot and shell, grape, canister and
musketry, the lines moved firmly across the plain to the base of

the mountain, captured the works which were their objective

point and sent sucli of the defenders as could escape rushing

frantically up the hill. Then the victors endeavored to halt and
lie down at the foot of the Ridge in oliedience to their orders, but

there was no shelter from the plunging fire mined on them from

above, and presently detached gronps following the lead of sonu-

dauntless standard-bearer began to climb the hill-side. Thf
movement spread like wildfire. Officers cheered on their men.
color-bearers waved tlieir flag's and shouted l^ack for tlieir follows,

till pren-ntlv a hundred dera^'hed irroups with a common ol'icct

M-(.-nt scrambling up the ravines and gullies, dodging from oiif

]);;rtially sheltered covert to aiujther, screamin;:. eheerimr, ^IlOlIt-
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ing like so many madmen. General Grant looking on from Or-

chard Knob, was astonished. "By whose command is that

movement?" he asked the equally surprised Thomas. ''It

looks like a spontaneous advance," was all the reply tliat the

latter could make. •'' All right if it comes out Avell ; if not some-
body will suffer for it I " the chieftan growled as he watched the

progress of the disorderly scurry up the hill.

Sheridan's men were the first to reacli the summit, and for a

time they found themselves with plenty of occu])ation, but soon

a lodgment was made, some of the batteries captured and the

guns turned upon the breaking lines of tiie Confederates. In

one hour from the firing of the signal from the Knob the entire

crest in their front was in possession of the Boys in Blue.

Wood's division, to the left of Sheridan, met a more deter-

mined op]>osition, and the struggle there continued till after

dark, when the Confederates broke before the repeated assaults,

the panic extending even to tlie troops in front of Sherman to

the north, so that when night settled over the mountains it

found Bragg's army in full retreat toward Dalton, while that

officer himself barely escajHxl capture with tlie other generals at

his head- quarters. This was tlie news which next morning was

read to the Army of the Potomac as it set forth on its dismal

pilgrimage toward iline liuu.

That night a force of 2(),0oO men undei- General Granger set

out for the relief of Burnside at Knoxville, while Hooker. -Sher-

man and Slferidan pressed the retreating Confederates. Several

sharp actions occurred between the pursuers and the rear giuird,

especially at the mountain passes near Ringgold where Hooker
dislodged Cleburne after a very stul)born engagement, followinir

whicli the purstiit was abandoned and the Union army coiu-en-

trated near Chattanooga, in tlie vicinity of which they enjoyt'd a

a winter of Avell-carned rest, (ieiieral Slioriuan joined Gran2r(.'r*s

column on the march towanl Knoxville, taking command. On
the 3d of D(.'CiMul)er tlie advance entered the LTnion lines at

Knoxville and tln' siege eamo to an end. r.ongstreet on hearinir

of the disasrer to HragL;' realized that time was Ix-coming precious

and resolved upon carrying the works in his front bv assault.
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which was made and bloodily repulsed on the 29th of Xoveniber.

From Knoxville he retreated in the direction of Virginia, where

we shall find him presently.

As the news of Grant's magnificent victory, following .so

closely upon his successes in Mississippi, was made known to the

country, he became everywhere the hero of tlie year. Thanks

and a gold medal were voted him by Congress, wjiile the puljlic

and private expressions of api)reciation were of the most flatter-

ing nature. The finger of destiny seemed unmistakably point-

ing to him as the chieftain ordained to lead the Union armies to

triumph, and his subsequent promotion to Lieutenant-General,

with command of all military movements, was everywhere re-

garded as one eminently fitting.

The other military operations of the closing year were scarcely

noteworth}'. In North Carolina, General Foster as Burnside's

successor was engaged in a more or less desultory strife with

small bands of Confederates, with no important advantage accru-

ing to either. In South Carolina all etforts wore concentrated

against Charleston harbor, and these under General Gillmore

and Admiral Dahlgren, were of the most earnest nature and

some progress was made. Morris Island was wrested from the

Confederate grasp after the blood of Colonel Shaw and his col-

ored troops of the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, with others, had

been poured out in vain in the ditches of cruel Fort Wagner ;

Fort Sumter had been pounded to a shapeless mass of ruins, and

shells frum the ''Swamp Angel" had gone screaming into

Charleston, *'' The Cradle of Secession." General Banks having

restored a satisfactory degree of quiet in Louisiana had turned

his attention to other points in his department, and had made
some progress toward re-establishing the old fiagin Texas, opera-

tions in this quarter continuing while winter had locked up the

armies in other sections.

On the whole tiie outlook had brightened wonderfully during

the last six mojiths of the year, and tin? improved military situa-

tion was rt-fiectud in the autumn elections l)y a stronger o.\}>res-

sion of confidence in the Xatiouai <rovernmont. Vallandighaiu,

the opposition candidate for governor of Ohio, who from Canada
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w;is posing iis a uiartyr to military despotism, was buried under

a loyal majority of a hundred thousand ; Xew York gave a sub-

stantial Union majority, as did Maryland, where the question of

emancipation caused sharp strife.

In the Confederacy, on the other hand, the outlook was con-

tinually darkening. Following the. defeat of Lee and the losses

in the Mississippi valley. President Davis had ordered the con-

scription of all able-bodied men in the Confederacy between the

ages of 18 and 45, and before the close of the year the latter limit

was extended to 55. During the winter General Bragg was made

general-in-chief of the Confederate armies by Davis, but the ap-

l)ointmcnt was not one to inspire hope or produce satisfaction.

The pressure of the continually strengthening blockade was

more and more crippling the southern resources, the hope of for-

eign assistance was daily waning, the finances were becoming

seriously crippled, and the abundant Confederate "paper money "

had a varying specie value of from four to six cents per dollar.

To return to the winter quarters on the Rapidan ; directly

after the Mine Eun fiasco, the Thirty-seventh, as we have seen,

selected the most favorable spot available and l^egan the build-

of their winter qiuirters
—''Camp Sedgwick." The result was a

model production, noteworthy among the multitude of camps

which dotted the face of the country for miles around, though

confessedly not so complete and perfect as its prototype of the

previous winter, since the facilities for construction were by no

means equal. Desirable material was scarce, having to be brought

a considerable distance even at the beginning, and the entire

work was done under the omni])resent feeling that the location

of the army, or still more probably that of the regiment, might

be changed at almost any hour. So while the camp was made
complete and comfortable, more individuality was displayed in

the construction of the ditt'erent cabins and in their fitting up.

The huts when completed and occupied on the lOtli of December

numbered 140, exclusive of officers' and other general quarters,

1>! less than were vacated in ^lay, showing the net decrease in

the numl)er of men to be j)rovided for to have been over T<> since

the l>uilding of '• Camp Edwards ;

*' and this ilespite the liberal
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number of new leeniits received cluriu:^ the autumn, wlio IkhI

t;iken their initial campaigning experience in the very trying

days of Mine Run,

One very cokl Sunday soon after the occupation of tlie camp
the men were supplied with reading matter from the Christian

Commission in lieu of religious services, and the colporteur thus

interestingly writes of the tents visited :

It is a curious task to go through the regiment and call at every tent.

The tents are made of logs with shelter tents for a roof. I commence at

a company street, for instance, on the riglit. At the first tent I find a

door rudely constructed from rough boards, through which I can pass

quite readily by stooping low. At the next I find a handsome paneled

door cut off at both ends and hewed at both sides, and having a beauti-

ful glass knob attached : taken probably from some seces^^ionist's dwell-

ing. These doors are at the end of the hut. At the next I tind the

entrance at the side, and made from tlio boards of a cracker box. At the

next I fmd the door at the back end, and I get in by pushing aside a

rubber blanket which is hung up to stop the opening. At the next tent

I look for the door at one end, then at the other, then at each side, and

I fail of finding any anywhere. Finally I call out to those inside, "^Yhere

do you get in?" And behold I get in as the sick man got in where
Chnst was, to be healed, that is through the roof. At another tent I

Und a door made of small round poles framed together and covered with

an old grain sack. The tents inside present some attractive features.

Among other things I saw to-day in the various tents a surveyor's rule,

a cane-seat chair, a mahogany table, a drawer from a bureau, a rosewood
box of .<mall articles from a young lady's toilet, a pair of tongs, a spear

for catching eels, and a great varietj- of articles which I cannot remem-
ber. They are brought in by foraging parties from various places beyond
our picket lines, * * * * The moral aspect of the regiment is now very

good. I have to-day spent about half the day in the regiment among the

men, and I did not hear a single oath.

The winter on the Eapidan was marked by an unusual reliiJ-

ious interest tJirou-liout tlie Army of the Potomac. Apart from

the earnest ellort.-^ put fortli by tlie various chaplains for the

S])iritual and moi-al welfare of the men with whom they were

associated, the Christian Commission iiad many agents actively

at work in co-operation. One of their eredital)le etforts was tht-

fnrni.shing to each I)riga(le in the army of a '*{ly" for covering

a cluii)el tent. In Eusti.N's r>rii:ade, as in some others, it was

thought belter to assign the gii't to one of the reiriments, the
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choice being made by the chaplains drawing lots. The Thirty-

seventh was^fortuuate in securing the tent, and during the early

part of January a chapel was erected and furnished, capable of

seating about 150 persons. The structure was unique in con-

struction, though answering admirably its purpose. The sides

were built of split logs fixed upright in the ground, forming a

I
stockade some six feet in hight to tlie eaves of the canvas. The

I
crevices being closed by a liberal application of mud, the interior,

I 20 by 24 feet, could be comfortably warmed by the small stove

i with which it was provided. Seats were obtained by splitting

,| logs, hewing the upper side to passable smoothness and mounting

I them upon Tegs ; while the desk was quite tastefully fitted up.

* bearing on its front the Greek cross of the corps in evergreens ;

I above it the state and national colors were draped, while in front

I were two crossed muskets, each l^earing a small copy of the Stars

% and Stripes.

I
As soon as the building was habitable it came into use each

I Sabbath and nearly every evening in the week, prayer-meetings

I being held either there or in the chaplain's tent several times

during the week; while a spelling-school and a lyceum attracted

many who did not care especially for the religious gatherings.

The latter, however, grew in interest, and during the winter a

regimental church was organized, adopting a creed and a cove-

nant suitabl9 to the circumstances. This church, beginning with

a few earnest members, grew continually, especially toAvard the

close of winter, reaching a membership of 55. Baptism was

performed on several occasions, and some notable conversions

were made. The chapel was dedicated by quite impressive ser-

vices on Sunday, February T, 18G4, though it had been in use for

.some time previous. The chaplains of other regiments were in

attendance, the regimental choir under the lead of Lieutenant

Edwards sang appropriate hymns, and the dedicatory sermon

was preached by Chaplain BfUgless of the Second lihode Island.

Much readiiiLT matter was furnished by the friends of the regi-

ment in Massachusetts, in addition to that provided by tlie

Christian Commission, a box of books ])eing sent to tlio Thirty-

seventh by the Sunday-school of the Congregational church in
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Lee, and a large bundle by iNErs. E. L. Edwards of Springfield,

among otlier contributions. In connection with the debating
association, which was jDreaided over by Corporal Shepurdson of

Company A with Sergeant ^Yarner of Comjiany E fur secretary.

a weekly paper called '•' The Reveille " and contributed by dif-

ferent members of the regiment was read, thus reproducing
some of the dearest features of Xew England village life and fur-

nishing the men healthful mental discijjline and moral training.

In connection with this mental exercise the members of the
Thirty-seventh provided liberal pliysical recreation. Xearly
every pleji^ant day in the intervals between drills a game of base-
ball or " wicket '' formed a center of attraction for the unem-
ployed members of the brigade ; these games becoming largelv

inter-regimental, a variety of "teams" Avere organized through-
out the brigade, some of which became very proficient. If a
fall of snow prevented the regular pastime, it only furnished the
opportunity for another, and many a battle of snow-balls Avas

conducted with an energy and skill worth of the more deadlv
conflict to which the combatants might at any time be called.

Yet with all these and many other alleviations of the hours
which otherwise might have proved monotonous and demoraliz-
ing, the lot of the soldier Avas by no means an enviable one.

The season seemed unusually inclement. Storms were many
and severe, and tlie cold often intense. At such times, especial-

ly if a strong wind prevailed, even the most comfortable quar-
ters did not suttice to prevent sutt'cring on the jiart of the occu-
pants. The supply of fuel was inadecjuate at the beginning of

winter, and it became deplorably short as the months wore away.
The region had been ])reviously occupied by soldiers of both
armies, who liad cut oif the best of the wood, but the stumi-s
had been cut so high and so much waste had been made in other
ways that for a time a comfortable supj.ly could be obtained by
taking off another section from the stumj^s and otherwise aleau-
ing the field. IJut tliis soon exhausted the immediate vicinirv,

and tlien the nu-n were obliged to bring all supiJies from the
distance of two or three miU-s. Very naturally no advancu sii[»-

p!y was ever gathered, and when a long storm came on it inva-
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rialjly found the occupants of a large proportion of the tents

casting lots or taking turns in going forth through the inclem-
ency with some Avonderfully dull apologies for axes to obtain a
supply of firewood. During February the trials in this re3})ect

were especially severe, the weather being piercing and the wood
having to be drawn three miles, the companies being put upon
an allowance of one small load each per day. Inadequate as was
the supply in quantity, it was even more so in quality, being for
the most part green pine, which only burned through perpetual
coaxing. The discomfort of some of those cold nights is graphi-
cally described in a letter written to a fellow-clergyman by Chap-
lain Morse, which also shows that the misery was not all en-
dured by the enlisted men, as they sometimes felt. Says the
chaplain:

Imagine your humble servant sleeping on two horizontal poles witli
baiTel staves laid across, with two thicknesses of blanket between him
and the staves, with the wind blowing powerfully and the thennometer
several degrees below zero. Add to this the constant fear that the tent
would blow away. * * I laid on one side, then on the other side, then
on the upper side and then on the lower side; then I would l)end myself
up double and rub my feet A\ith my hands, then stretch out again: then
I would double up and undouble in r.'ii)id succession and throw myself
into all sorts of spasmodic convuhions to get up a circ-ulation. Well, I
circulated myself pretty generally, and circulated tlie bed-clothes about
the tent promiscuously. How patriotic I felt just then! I would have
given three rousing cheers for the Union only I was afraid of waking up
tlie quartermaster in the tent adjoining, who was snoring like an eaith-
quake. » * Finally I concluded to arise and so I proceeded to unbag
myself, and pre.sently -Chaplain oTth Mass. Vols." was emptied out on
the floor. Dressing was a slow process, so I untied my tent and out I
went imder flying colors to get some kindling wood. I came back again
and hacked a full liour with an ohl dull hatchet, shivering in the nu-au
time and sulTering the must excrutiating agony. Finally I got a tire, and
wasn't it a luxury ^ Then I bagged myself again and located myself
longitudinally on the barrel staves. 1 rolled, tumbled, whined, sneezed,
grunted, doubled up and undoubled and then did it a^ain, and the tliird
time, and kept doing it. I don't know liow I got through the night, but
I foiuul niNself here this morning in tlie body, i got breakfast, wont to
r.randy Station to chaplains' meeting, and as .scarcely any one else came
1 e.nK hided the rest fare<l worse than I d'id, and I came back sinuing.
" The soldier's life is always gay."





262 WINTER ON THE ilAPlDAN.

With such uncomfortable experience? in camp, it scarcely

needs to be said that the trials and sufferings of guards and

pickets Avere much greater. But between the storms there were

many bright and sunny days, which were fully occupied in drill;

in addition to the usual routine, many of the non-commissioned

officers laboring with the new recruits to bring them u}) to the

high standard of the veterans of the regiment. Frequent and

rigid inspections kept the standard of soldierly excellence high,

while there was comparatively little sickness and few deaths from

disease duriug the winter.

The inclement season was not to i)ass without more or less

rumors and attempted ''movements'' against the enemy. Early

in the morning of February ti the Thirty-sevcntli Avas roused

"with orders to be ready to march at 8 o'clock, but the entire day

passed Avitli nothing in addition except suspense and the sound

-of distant cannonading. It proved to be another " mud murch,'''

not quite so disastrous as that of the year preyious. and in which

fortunately the Sixth Corjis Avns not called to take a part.

A few days before General Sedgwick, commanding the Army
of the Potomac in the absence of General Meade, received a re-

quest indorsed by the Washington authorities to make a demon-

stration against Lee on the Gth to aid a scheme of General But-

ler for making a dash on Richmond with the intention of freeing

the Union prisoners conlined there. The movement was a com-

plete failure, the column which undertook tlie enterprise findiniT

their advance confronted Ijy a strong force and an important

bridge gone. Sedgwick* however, knew nothing of this, and

carried out his part of the programme as thoroughly as tiu-

storm which came on almost at the moment of moving would

allow. General Kiljiatriek was to demonstrate with his cavah^y

at Cul})eper ^rine Ford, (General .Merritt at Barnctt's Ford, (ien-

eral AVarren with the Second Corps at Morton's Ford, and (Gen-

eral Xewton with tlie l^'irst Corps at liaccoon Ford. The mad
prevented getting forward the ])onton-< aiid some of thi- half-

dozen batteries of artillery wiiich the two corps attempted t'>

take w itli them, but the soldiers themselves rciiehed the assigned

positions: at Morton's Furd the enemy were surprised and Cald-
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uc'U's division of tlie Second Corps crossed the river, gaining

some advantages. na3"s*s division was sent over in support, but

hotli withdrew during the night and after another day of skir-

mishing and demonstrating across the stream t4ic expedition re-

turned to camp.

Xothing had been accomplished Ijcyond the loss of a few hun-

dred men by the Army of the Potomac, but the reports received

convinced General Meade and the military directors at Washing-

ton that a properly managed movement of similar nature might

succeed, and late in the month General Kilpatrick with a picked

cavalry force of 4,000 men and some horse artillery was sent

forth upon the undertaking. His purpose was to move by the

most direct route possible past the right ilank of Lee's army and

by way of Spottsylvania Court House straight to Eichmond,

release the Union prisoners there and conduct them to Williams-

burg, distributing on his way the recently issued amnesty pro-

clamation of President Lincoln, At the same time a strong

demonstration was to be made around the left of the Confeder-

ate army by the Sixth Corps, which was to move as far as ^ladi-

son Court House, where Custer's cavalry would pass it and push

forward as far as the Rivanna river near Charlottesville. Bir-

ney's division of the Third Corps was to move to James City in

••support of the Sixth, and the entire army was to be held in

readiness to marcli at a moment's notice if wanted. This part

of the movement was under the direction of General Sedgwick,

and it scarcely needs be said that it was promptly and efficiently

carried out.

The Thirty-seventh received its preparatory orders in the after-

noon of the 2t!th, and tibout 9 o'clock next morning the line was

lormed and the column moved away toward Culpeper, which was

pa.'^sed during the day and bivouac made for the night at James
City,—a characteristic Virginia town, consisting of one dwelling,

a deserted building which had once been a store, and a few dil-

U'idated out-buildings whose excuse for existing at all no one

-''•nie<l able to (b.-tuvmine. '^I'lie men wvw quiti' weary with the

march of 17 miles and slept soundly, though the cam}> was earl}'

•!-~tir in the mornina'. The forenoon was well advanced before
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the march was resumed, however, nor was it pursued vigorously

during the day. Shortly after noon Kobertson's river was reachcil,

on the banks of which the regiment cooked coffee, rested for an

hour or two and then pushed forward within a mile of Madison

Court House, where the corps was disposed in order of battle

and bivouacked for the night.

Forty-eiglit hours were passed in this position, the last 24 <if

which were supremely uncomfortable, as it stormed incessantly,

a snowy, sleety rain which froze as it fell, and from which the

men had very inadequate protection, having left their shelter

tents behind. About dark the regiment was ordered underarms

and moved back across Robertson's river, goiug into bivouac

after marching a mile further. It was a very cheerless resting

place for human beings, as it was in an open field where the mud

seemed to reach a uniform depth of about a foot, the mingliu-

snow and rain was still falling, and it was so dark that the near-

est objects were barely distinguishable. Sleep or rest was onto:'

the question, and the men passed the dragging hours as best they

could. Next morning, March 2, the faces of the wearied coip-

were turned toward ''home"—for it thus they felt and spoke ui

Camp Sedgwick—and at G o'clock thiit night, after an intensrlv

wearying march of 20 miles over muddy, slippery roads avIii'H

seemed simply interminable they entered the familiar street

v

Many had fallen behind in the last few miles, unable to retain

the speed with which their more vigorous comrades were ]»rc.-"

ing toward the old camp and its comparatively comfortat'l'.

quarters. One of their number. Private Henry A. Mell of Coin-

puny F, fell exhausted and died on the way, but apart from h\'

sad fate the regiment met with no direct loss during the expeditio!..

The storm iiad made of M'hat would otherwise have been u::

agreeable break in the monotony of camp life an exceeding^;

trying experience. The men could see no fruits of their lab'»r.

There had been nothing approaching the nature of an engitg- -

ment, only a wearying trip through a desolate region. N •

wonder that an irreverent sutTerer when asked by an invalid -

(•ami) where he had been rei)lied with asnarl and an oath. "l-. ;:
-

ivjii miles bevond (lod's kuowledgel" But presently the tidini;-
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camo that Kilpatrick, though failing to enter Richmond, had

I
actually been within its defenses and had inflicted serious injury

( on the railroads in the rear of Lee's army, and it was then under-

I
stood that the purpose of Scdwick's movement had been fully

i accomplished.

I
For some weeks many of the officers in the army had enjoyed

I
the presence in camp of their wives and other friends, among

(
the number being the wives of Chaplain ^Morse and Captain

I
Edwards, who had been left in camp during the absence of the reg-

1 iment, but soon afterward all visiting friends took their departure

I
and the signs of the camp pointed unmistakably in the direction

I
of a resumption of active campaigning. In fact though the act-

I
ual time for movement was still some distance in the future,

events of the greatest importance to the army were constantly

transpiring.

With the close of February Congress had revived the rank of

Lieutenant-General in the Army of the United States, President

Lincoln at once nominated General Grant to the office, he was

promptly confirmed by the Senate and a few days later—having

been summoned to Washington—was by the President assigned

to the command of all the armies in the field. On the 11th of

March he visited the Army of the Potomac, and the rumor that

he intended to make his head-quarters with that army was heard

with gladness. As the rumor became a certainty, and the

soldiers marched past him in review, hope swelled in every breast.

With the prestige of almost unvarying success in the scenes of

his former endeavor, it was but natural to hope that decisive vic-

tory would crown his eilorts in the larger field, that the object

of the war would speedily be accomj^lished and the citizen soldiers

return once more to the homes and friends they had left at the

call of duty.

A few changes in the regimental roster of officers had occurred

during the winter and early spring prior to the opening of the

campaign. First Lieutenant Andrew L. Bush of Companv H,
disabled after once veturniuil to duty by the outbreak of the

wound received at (iettysburg, was discharged February 5: dat-

ing fron^ the 0th of the same month Second Lieutenant John S.
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Bradley of Company G was made first lieutenant and mustered

into Company H. Sergeant Joseph Follansl)ee of Company G
Avas commissioned second lieutentautvice Bradley, and First JSer-

geant George E. Cooke of Company F was made second lieuten-

ant of that company, l)oth being mustered April 2H, though their

commissions dated from the occurrence of the vacancies they filled.

Assistant Surgeon Tliomas 0. Lawton resigned February 23,

and March 27 Dr. Elisha M. White of Boston was appointed to

the vacancy. Captain John B. Mulloy of Company K was hon-

orably discharged by Special Order of the War Department April

4, and on his refusal of a reinstatement which was offered. First

Lieutenant Charles L. Edwards received promotion and was

mustered as Captain of Company D. Second Lieutenant Walter

B. Smith, who had previously been transferred from Company
E to Company C, was promoted to first lieutenant of Company
D. Among the officers on detached service at this time were

Captain A. S. Flagg on recruiting duty in Massachusetts and

Lieutenant C. S. Bardwell in command of the brigade pioneer

corps. Captain Flagg did not return to duty in the regiment,

being honorably discharged for disability May 14.*

• Captain Fl.i;;>; was inimeriiai'ily recommi=;5ionfd as captiin by Onverniir Aiulrew .mi As^i^red
to <;!aff d;::y, S'-nin? with l.ienera!s 'lliimas, Sl:err.i:in, Mea:;her, Schoneld and Howarii, the
.'alter for a period ot more than a year, till his dnal muster out in June, fibd.





CHAPTER XIII.

NINE DAYS OF CARNAGE.

THE REOEGAXIZATTON OF THE ARMY.—THE GRAPPLE IN" THE

WILDERN-ESS.—BY THE LEFT FLANK TO SPOTTSYLVANIA.—

DEATH OF SEDGWICK.—''THE ANGLE."

During the latter part of March, 18G4, the Army of the Poto-

mac was hirgely reorganized, the five corps being consolidated to

three, the Second, commanded by General Winfield S Hancock:

the Fifth, under General Gouverneur K. Warren; and the Sixth,

General John Sedgwick—the latter the senior corps commander.

The old Second Corps had been consolidated into two divisions

of four and three brigades respectively, the First commanded by

General Francis C. Barlow and the Second by General .John

Gibbon. The 35 regiments of the Third Corps were consolidated

into four brigades, two each of which formed the Third Division

of the new Second Corps, commanded by General David B. Bir-

ney, and the Fourth Division. General Gershom Mott. The old

Fifth Corps was likwise reduced to two divisions of the new.

—

the First of three brigades under General Charles Gritiin and

the Third (Pennsylvania Picserves) of two brigades under Gen-

eral Samuel W. Crawford. The Second and Fourth Divisions

of three brigades each were made up of the old First Corps and

commanded respectively by Generals .John C. Eobinson- and

.James S. AVadsworth. Tlie old Sixth Corps was likewise consol-

idated to two divisions, the Tliird being broken up. Wheaton's

brigade was made the First of the Second Division and J-lustis's

bc-cvime the Fourth, wliilo Shaler's was known as tl»e Fourth

r.riL'ade of the First Division. T!io ror])S organization was

thus niodilied as follows: First Divi.vi.^n, General Horatio C.

Wright, composed of the brigades of Colonel Henry W. l>rowu
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(New Jersey Brigade), Colonel Emory Upton, General David A.
Russell and General Alexander Shaler; the Second Division.

General George W. Getty, had the brigades of General Frank
Wheaton, Colonel Lewis A. Grant (Vermont Brigade), General
Thomas H. Neill and General Henry L. Eustis. The new Third
Division was made up of the troops which had been attached to

the First Corps as a provisional division directly after the battle

of Gettysburg, being at that time commanded by General H. S.

Briggs, now placed under General James B. Fticketts, the two
brigades being commanded by General William H. Morris and
Colonel Benjamin F. Smith—the latter being relieved ilav 5,

by General Truman Seymour. The artillery of the corps con-
sisted of nine Ijatteries under Colonel Charles H. Tompkins.
General Kili)atrick having been relieved from the command of

the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac, that important arm of

the service was placed under the command of General Philip II.

Sheridan, who had commanded an infantry division in the Army of

the Cumberland with signal ability. The three divisions of the
corps were made u[) as follows: First, General A. T. A. Torbert,
composed of the brigades of General George A. Custer, Colonel
Thomas C. Devin, and General Wesley ,^Ierritt: the Second
Division, General David M. Gregg, had the brigades of General
Henry E. Davies, Jr., and Colonel J. Irving Gregg; the Third
Division, General James B. Wilson, had also two brigades under
Colonel T. M. Bryan, Jr., and Colonel George H. Chapman.
The transfer of Eustis's Brigade to the Second Division was

made March 3-i, and the men exchanged for the white the blue
crosses which tliey liad worn since the adoption of the corps
badge system. The brigade was now one of the smallest in the
army, the consolidation making many brigades consist of from
eight to ten regiments. In fact the tendency everywhere was to

consolidation and concentration, to such a degree that from this

time onward the general reader must lose sight of all the minor
organizations. Troops wore moved in tlie rampaiirns which
followed by corps and divisions, brigades were rareiv spoken .nf.

regiments passed out of consideration in the magnitude of the
struggles between what were henceforth to bo tlie principal con-
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testing armies of the goveruinent and its would-be destroyers.

Through this maze we must follow the Thirty-seventh as it goes

forth to win its greatest renown and prove its quality as " a fight-

ing regiment.'' Up to this time it had scarcely felt the supreme

shock of battle. Placed often where its discipline and firmness

were well tested, and never with other than the highest credit

to itself, it had still in a remarkable degree escaped the horrible

decimation which was henceforth so often to tear its serried

ranks into mere bleeding fragments. It was not to be expected

that the future should brino- to the regiment as an organization

the good fortune which had thus far attended it, and this feeling

was voiced by many a thoughtful man, whether wearing a sword

or bearing the musket. There was the general feeling that

Grant would strike no uncertain blow, and past experience in

conflict with the Army of Xorthern A^irginia gaA'e the best pos-

* sible assurance that the foe would give back blow for blow to the

I
last desperate extremity.

|

I
The closing days of March and the early part of April were i

(marked by severe and successive storms, rain and snow alternat-

ing and making the roads very bad. While the armies were

thus weather-bound the general commanding was perfecting his

I
plans for the campaign which was to oi)en as soon as the roads

I were practicable. His scheme contemplated the active and sim-

i ultaneous employment of all the Union armies in concert, thus

I
requiring of the enemy a similar use of his forces and prevent-

I
ing the drawing of troops from one army to reinforce another,

I
as had so often been done in the past when the action of the

,

I Union armies had been without concert. Accordingly the com-
j

I mand of all the troops between the Alleglianies and the Missis-
j

sippi river had been bestowed upon General Sherman, and he

was directed to move upon the Confederate army, intrenched

near Dalton, Ga., and commanded by General Johnston since

the promotion of General Bragg to general-in-chief. The ob-

jective jioint of Sliermun's advance was to be Atlanta, the rail-

road, inanufacturing and military center of the state. Grant's

own heail-quartfvs were to 1)l' with the Army of the Potomac,

whose objective was to be the Confederate army commanded by
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General Lee, the Army of the Potomac to remain under the im-

mediate command of General Meade. Burnside with the Xintli

Corps, which had been strcni,4hened by a division of colored

troops, was to join the Army of the Potomac, but for a time re-

mained under the direct command of Grant. At the same time

General Butler with the Tenth and Ei^rhteenth Corps, some

30,000 in numljer, was to move against liichmond from the

south by way of the James Kiver and City Point, while General

Sigel was to operate in the Shenandoah Valley, detaching a por-

tion of his command for service under General Crook in the

Kanawha region. The part taken by these co-operating columns

will be referred to at the proper time; for the present tlie nar-

rative must follow the Army of the Potomac and especially the

fortunes of the Thirty-seventh regiment as a factor of that army.

At the close of April General Lee's army occupied practically

the position of the previous autumn,—the right resting on the

intrenched line of Mine Run, the left extending some 18 or 20

miles up the Rapidan. While this front line was held by a

strong picket, the bulk of the army was encamped several miles

in the rear, nearer the base of supplies, and Longstreet with his

two divisions returned from East Tennessee w:is posted near

Gordonsville, ready to move in either direction as the L^nioii

army should attempt the right or left Hank movement.

The Confederate position was simply impregnable to a front

attack, and it only remained to decide whether to move the

Union army ai-ound its right or its left, and General Grant de-

cided upon the former. The orders were accordingly issued for

the beginning of the advance directly after midnight on the

morning of the 4th of May. The Second Corps, preceded by

Gregg's cavalry division, forming the left column, wjis to cross

the Rapidan at Ely's Ford and ndvancc to Chancellorsville : the

right column, composed of Wilson's cavalry division, the Fifth

Corps and the Sixth, was to cross at Germanna Ford and advance

to Wilderness Tavern. It was inti-nded by moving at midnight

to bring the cohimns to the river soon after daylight, to elTect a

crossing,' witliout serious o[t[iosirion; and it was furtlier hop>"i

that bv a vigorous forward movement the tMO columns miirht
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pass througli the thickly wooded region known as ** the Wilder-

ness " and reach more favorable ground for niilitury operations

before the enemy should be al)le to concentrate in sufficient force

to necessitate any heavy lighting. The first .part of the pro-

gramme was perfectly carried out ; the second part failed, owing
to the vigilance and promptness of movement of the enemy.
As the Sixth Corps followed the Fifth the men were allowed

a little longer rest on their last night in camp, but at half-past

2 the bugles called from slumber, the tents were taken down,
knapsacks packed, breakfast prepared and eaten, and as the light

of coming day began to brighten the East the column moved
forward. It was some 15 miles from the camp of the Thirty-

seventh to the crossing of the Rapidan at Germanna Ford, and
as the day proved quite sultry and the march was made rapidly

the men suffered much. The bridges were reached and crossed

early in the afternoon. Two had been laid at each ford,—one

of canvas and one of wooden boats, while one of the latter had
been laid at Culpeper Mine Ford, between the crossings of

the two columns, for the use of the trains. After the passage of

the troops the canvas boats were taken up and accompanied the

army, the wooden ones being left for the use of the trains, the

Xinth Corps and Torbcrt's division of cavalry forming the rear

guard. Strong works commanding the fords liad been con-

structed on the southern bank, but were not fully manned and
only a few scattering picket shots opposed the Union advance.

The head of Hancock's corps reached its destination at Chan-
cellorsville about 10 o'clock in the forenoon, and as the column
came up the troops were concentrated and halted for the night.

Warren was an hour or two later in reaching Widerness Tavern,

and the Sixth Corps went into bivouac along the plank road

leading from Germanna Ford, the rear near the ford, the Thirty-

seventh having advanced some three miles.

Just after sunset religious services were held by the chaplain,

in which a considerable portion of the regiment joined, not a

few of whom were never again to enjoy such an occasion. Warm
as had been the day. the night was uncomfortably cool, as the

nioiintains to the westward hud but a dav or two before been
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covered with snow. At an early hour the enciini lament was still,

the men seeking rest to fortify them for the unknown trials of

the coming day. Here and there a group might be seen after

the majority had gone to rest holding earnest conference as men
might Avell do over whom the shadow of death rested ; while

others, without thought save of the present moment, were en-

gaged in games or enjoying the luxury Avhicli some fortunate

foraging enterprise had provided.

At 6 o'clock of the morning of the 5th the regiment marched,

in its place in the column, moving slowly till about noon when

it reached its destination at Wilderness Tavern. It was intended

that Hancock and Warren should push forward to points on the

Catharpin road to the southwest of tlie positions they then occu-

pied, orders to that effect had been issued and the troops began

to move accordingly in the morning: but it was soon found that

Confederates in considerable numbers were within a short dis-

tance on the turnpike in "Warren's front, and both columns were

halted till they should be dispersed. It proved to be Ewell's

corps coming down in force to strike the Union army in the

flank, and when Sedgwick reached the Tavern he found the bat-

tle developing in a serious manner.

The point of contact was about midway between the battle-

field of Chancellorsville and the scene of operations at Mine Kun.

all three movements covering more or less of tlie same ground.

We have already noticed that through this section of the country

the old Orange turnpike and the Orange or Gordonsville plank road

run nearly parallel and from two to three miles apart, the course

being a little to the south of west. The Germanna plank road,

coming in from the northwest, crosses the turnpike a little to tlie

west of Wilderness Tavern and continues through to the Orange

plank road,which it joins near Hickman's house. Something less

than a mile west of this junction the Brock road comes up from the

southeast, crosses the Orange plank road, and running thence in

a general nortlierly direction across tlie Germanna Ford plank

road continues ilirough to the turnpike, which it enters some

thive-fourths of a mile to the east, of Wilderness Tavern. AVitli

the exception of the roads described the region Avas traversed
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I
only by various by-ways and wood roads, little better than trails,

I
in one of the best of which General French's command had be-

' come hopelessly entangled the previous November. These were

I
all well known to the Confederate commander or to soldiers in

I
his army, while they were wholly unknown to the Federal otficers

* and soldiers. Add to this that the entire region was covered

f
with a forest so dense that no use could be made of artillerv.

(choked with underbrush in many parts so thick that a line of
battle could scarcely be discerned at 10 paces, and it will be seen

1

against what obstacles the Union soldiers contended in the battle
of the Wilderness.

General Lee seemed to have divined very nearly the time aud
direction of the contemplated movement of the Army of the
Potomac. At any rate he was fully prepared for it, and when
on the morning of the 4th his signal corps reported Grant's
army in motion he promptly dispatched Ewell l>y the turnpike
and Hill by the plank road to full upon the moving columns be-
fore they should reach open ground, while LongstVeet was sum-
moned up from Gordonsville in haste.

Half a mile southwest of the Tavern was Lacy farm, a cultiva-
ted tract in the midst of general desolation, which coverins- an
extensive knoll commanded a view of the wide-spreading tangled
forest. Here Grant and Meade took up their })Ositions, while
Warren moved Grithn's and Wadsworth's divisions of his coqjs
westward along the pike in searcli of Ewell's advance. At the
same time the report of Hill's column on the plank road left no
doubt that a general engagement was at hand. Hancock had
>tarted out early in the morning, marching nearly due south,
and his advance was beyond Todd's Tavern, moving dirt-ctly
away from the scene of conllict, when he receive.l the order to
ludt, followed presently by one to nuirch by the Brock road to its

junction with the Orange plank road and place his corps in the
l^atii of Hill's advance. Meantime Sedgwick, coming up the
<^;''rnianna roiid, wa^ ordered t.. oonm.-ct witli and jiroloni: the
i-'.irlit of the Fifth Corps, or rather of Gritrin'5 division of it, to
'hi' mirth of the turnpike. This was promptly done with
H right's division, Xeill's brigade of the Second aiid Sevmour's
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brigade of the Third Division. Morris's brigade remained at the

Ford covering the bridges till the arrival of the Ninth Corps,

while General Getty with his remaining three brigades was sent

down the Brock road to the Orange plank road with instructions

to advance along the latter and if possible drive the Confederates

whom he might encounter back beyond Parkers store, some ^i

three miles to the westward. n:<

About noon the fighting began in earnest. Grithn's division, v

making its way as best it could through the tangled undergrowth, -

came suddenly upon a Confederate line of battle, charged irn- j

petuously and drove it back. This was Jones's brigade of John-

son's division, and Jones was killed at the time that his force

was scattered, but strong reinforcements were encountered im-

mediately and the Federal advance was in turn driven back.

The only two pieces of artillery which Griffin had been able to

get mto action, advancing them along the turnpike, were

abandoned, the horses being killed, and finally fell into the

hands of the enemy. General Wadsworth's division was ordered

forward through the thicket south of the turnpike to connect

with Griffin's line and prolong it to the south. The result strik-

ingly illustrates the terrible difficulties encountered in moving

troops through such a jungle. The division was formed in front

of the Lucy House and was instructed to move due west, which

would bring it into the proper position. Unfortunately its direc-

tion was faulty at the start, inclining toward the northwest, and

as it progressed the error was aggravated, so that it came into

position with its tlank almost directly toward the Confederate

line of battle and in that situation reet-ived its fire. There was

nothing for the men to do but to scramMe out of the awkward

predicament the best way they conld. The lines finally liemg

somehow re-established, boLii E\\ ell's and Warren's troops in-

trenched at about the point where the struggle began, the

works being some 300 yards a])art.

Later in the day Sedgwick's lines, creeping through the brush,

came in contact with the foe and a seri.ms engagement resulted.

Colonel U[>ton's brigade, forming the left of the Sixth Cori>s

line, reached a part of the tit-Id which had already been fought

i
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over, where the dead and wounded of both armies were still

Iving on the ground and the woods in his front were on fire, so

tliat his further advance was checked. The rest of Wright's

division, however, struck the enemy a well-directed blow, rout-

ing two brigades, killing General Stafford, the commander of

one, and capturing many prisoners. With this achievement the

day closed on the Union right.

General Getty with his three brigades had moved promptly to

the junction of the plank and Brock roads, and with a strong

skirmish line in front advanced along the former for some dis-

tance until he confronted the enemy in so strong force that he

felt the hopelessness of attempting to do more than hold the

ground till Hancock should come up. AYheaton's brigade was

formed on the right of the* road, Grant's Vermonters on the

left, with Eustis's Brigade in support, the Thirty-seventh on the

right and the Tenth on the left of its front line, with the Seventh

and the Second in their rear. Hancock's troops soon began to

arrive and went into position to the left of Getty, and as soon

as the line was reasonably well formed the order to advance was

given. Obedience was not so easy. Both sides had intrenched

as much as circumstances would permit during the pause, and

when Wheaton's and Grant's veterans attempted to advance they

were met by a terrible musketry fire which they returned with

interest. For a long time the two lines at close quarters poured

a deadly fire into each other without wavering on either side.

Hancock's strong lines were pushed forward but without avail.

A stream of wounded men poured to the rear, and the Thirty-

seventh, though not engaged, began to lose men from the drop-

ping musket shots. The first man killed was Corf)oral Theodore

A. Church of Company G, who had volunteered to join an ob-

servation detail from the regiment sent out near the skirmish

line to watch the progress of events in front, and while thus en-

gaged he was shot through the head. Captain .J. L. Hayden of

Company H received a musket ball in the thigh inflicting a se-

vere wound, from the results of which he was a few months

afterward obliged to resign the service, and 11 txilisted men were

wounded.
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Thus far the battle had taken the character of two indeiKii-

dent engagements, General Warren with the assistance of JSed:-

wick doing the best he could in the vicinity of the turnpik.

.

and Hancock with Getty's three brigades doing likewise on t:i

plank road. Late in the afternoon it was attempted to insiir-

connection and some degree of co-operation between the scat-

tered Union forces by directing General Wadsworth to move ii.-

division of the Fifth Corps through the forest toward the ])lank

road and strike Hill's command on the flank in concert wit;.

Hancock's attack. The movement was accomplished with gn .;:

difficulty, and it was dark before the designated position w;;-

reached. Finding himself in the vicinity of the enemy, Gti.-

eral Wadsworth halted his command for the night, the two lira-

being so close together that representatives of each looking : •:

water in the darkness wandered into the other and were min;

prisoners.

There was little movement during the night. Troops simp'.-

could not be handled in that abominable jungle in the darknt--.

but General Burnside with the Xinth Corps was ordered up t'

fill the gap between Hancock and Warren, and the order to ea^

corps commander was simply to attack along the entire line a:

o'clock next morning. Yet the decisive energy embodied in tIj."

simple direction was fully matched in that of the Confedor.: •

J

commander. Just before the api)oiuted hour, as General Sc'lj
<j

.wick was making his final dispositions for the advance, Ewii'. -
: j

divisions came streaming through the forest and dashed agair.-'

the firm lines of the Sixth Corps. It was as though a wa\i!' •

had struck a rock. The recoil threw the charging columns 1»ik •• f-

^

in disorder, and the Union right, guided and controlled by ti;- *

calm power of General Sedgwick, drove back the demorab/:-

foe and established its lines several hundred yards in advau'

Then the intrenched position of the enemy was reached, :i:

human valor could carry men no farther. So it proved in '

case of Warren. Along his front the Confederate position i: • ^
j

been made so strong that a direct attack—the only one possibK -

resulted in no advantage to the Union arms, although valian

delivered and repeated with fearful persistency all the morni-

-

-
5

f-
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Burnside, either because his ti'oops Avere not in position or for

f tome other reason, did not attack at the appointed time, nor in

I
f;ict till afternoon. Xot so with Hancock. At the appointed

I moment his troops were launched against the foe, though his line

I
lit the left was hampered and held back by the expectation that

l
Longstrect or a portion of his comnunid might come up the

I
Brock road to strike the Federal left think. Pivoting ujjon the

i; left, therefore, the Second Corps with the other commands

f which had been attached to it swung forward its right, covering

: the important plank road. Here General Birney of the Third
i Division, Second Cor})s, was in command, his own division, sup-

:
I'orted by Getty's three brigades (now commanded by General

5j
Xoill, Getty having been wounded the previous afternoon),

I
moving along both sides of the plank road. In the advance of

J the morning Eustis's brigade formed the third or fourth line,

f the Thirty-seventh supported by the Seventh on the right of the

I road with the Tenth and Second on the left. After stubborn re-

i distance the Confederate lines gave way everywhere in Birney's

5 front and a considerable advance was made and held, thouorh his

I left was pressed back from its farthest point. At the same time

I General Wadsworth's division, coming in upon the Confederate

tlank forced its way across to the plank road, faced in the line of

V the general advance and drove the enemy still further back. It

I
^as the critical moment of the battle. If the Federal move-

l
ment could have continued it must have torn Hill's entire corps

|;

to pieces, but owing to the nature of the ground it became nec-

I
ussary to make a complete readjustment of the lines. The men

I
^'ere scattered and mingled in almost inextricable confusion:

I ollirers were without command, detached knots and groups strug-

^
g!'-d here and there, the whole expanse swarmed with fugitives

i pressing not from but toward the enemy. It was no trifling task

j
to gather commands, form lines, establish connections and put

I th'.' forces in condition for clfective work, and while this was

I
b<:-ing done Longstreet's two fresh divisions came up on the Con-
federate side. Their i»resence was unknown till Hancock,
•"i'ri-ngthoned by Stevenson's division of the Xinth Corps, which
^^itli Wadsworth's was now placed fornndly under his command,
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attempted a further advance. By this time Longstreet was in

position, and though Birney, ^lott and Wadsworth fought tlieir

divisions gallantly they were held in check by the firm lini.>

which they encountered. Wliile the battle was still raging

fiercely and when the Federal troops had nearly expended their

ammunition they were taken in the flunk by five brigades which

Longstreet had moved around to the unfinished railroad and

thence nearly due north, striking ^lott's thin lines, whicii

crumbled at the shock. Before "Wadsworth's brigades were pre-

pared for this new trial the wave swept over upon them and tliey

too, unable to hold their ground, rushed back in confusion

toward the Brock road, throwing other troops into disorder.

Eustis's Brigade was coming up in column of regiments at this

moment, when General Wadsworth, seeking for some force i<>

stay the disaster, rode to the Thirty-seventh, which was in front.

and directed a charge against the exultant Confederates. Col-

onel Edwards received the order and moved his regiment by thi^

right flank till it stood full in the path of the victorious legions;

then facing the terrible work before it the frail line heard un-

dismayed the order to charge ten times its own number, and

with a cheer and a dash as one man the gallant battalion threw

itself against the advancing line. The remainder of the brigade

halted.

It was like a cliarge through the wildest regions of Dante's

** Inferno "I The forests which once covered tlie entire region

with a magnificent growth had been cut over repeatedly to fur-

nish fuel for the mines which had been worked in the vicinity

since the early days of Virginia, and instead of the natural growth

there had sprung u]> everywhere a dense thicket of scrub pine,

oak and walnut saplings, hazel and other bushes and briers «•>

dense that it was next to impossible to force one's way through

them without tearing flesh and clothing. Interspersed with

rocky tracts on which only a gymnast could maintain his footing

w^ere marshes even more impassable. But over the swamps, be-

tween the f^aplings, through the bushes and briers the men forcetl

themsL-lves. firing ;i5 thoy went, clearing the human opjiosition

awav witli the bavouet. catchinir a 'dcam now and then of the
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loved colors—Massachusetts and the nation side by side—as they

?teadily pressed through the wilderness, driving buck the enemy,

line after line in disorder, inflicting serious loss, but marking

the path of the advance with brave men fallen along tlie way.

Still onward sweeps the line! Only the Thirty-seventh :Ma3s-

iiebusetts regiment is fighting Hill's and Longstreet's corps. It

was a charge of Six Hundred ; not as on the famous field of Balakla-

v:i a swift cavalry dash, but a forlorn hope of infantry, throwing

itself unsupported into the face of twice ten thousand foeman.

Hotter and hotter comes the fire! Ah! the colors—the Stars and

Stripes—sway and seem to fall; but before they touch the earth

they are held erect again, though in other hands. Color Ser-

•jeant John W. Field of Hatfield, wearing his white Greek cross

as bravely as knight of old ever bore the Cliristian cross against

the Infidel, falls dead, shot through the head, but his flag is

caught and borne still forward in triumph.

"You have made a splendid charge!"' said the noble, white

liaired General TVadsworth to Colonel Edwards. "Your reg-

iment alone has done all that I wished and more than I hoped.

I will go now to reform my lines and you must fight your way

I'iick as best you can." They were the hero's last known words.

Hiding to the left of the regiment in search of his scattered div-

i-ion, he came under fire of the enemy, was mortally wounded

in the head, fell into tlieir hands and died within their lines.

The regiment had advanced some 000 vards. the left resting

'•n the road and the right ''in the air," when there was a

iiinnientary halt. A little break in the tangle in front showed

.-'nie kind of earthworks. " ^Ve must go at those with a rush!

"

^ii-u'C'sted Lieutenant-Colonel :\[ontague to Colonel Edwards:

5'at just at that moment Ca})tain Lincoln came in from the right

v.ith news that the rebels seemed to be getting around that

<ank. "Refuse your right and hold your position." was the

<onHnand; but as it became evident that the regiment was being

".vciopod til.' onirr to fall back avjs L'ivon. Tho charge had

f"-'- n :t ma-niiicent one— rlu> men had responded to the faonticc

•i'-mandod with unsurpassed devotion and courage. The return

'\liibifed still higher (jualities of heroism.
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With wonderful coolness one-half of the regiment marcli-d

some 25 paces to the rear, loading as they did .so, when they fact-

1

to the front delivering a steady fire till the others fell back. Thr,->

in alternate movement, with an unbroken front to the foe, wirK

a persistent courage that refu&ed to be hurried into a doubk-

qnick, those who were left, in sadly shortened line, rejoined the
'

brigade and at once set to work in the construction of a line of

rifle-pits on either side of the plank road. Before the task of

intrenching had proceeded far, however, new dispositions were

made and the brigade advanced to the crest of a hill some

distance to the right and rear of the scene of the recent attack.

Here under a severe fire which was returned with energy the pos-

ition was held while Hancock's lines were established in the vicin-

ity of the Brock road, to which it had been decided to fall back.

The Second Corps being firfally in position the brigade withdrew

to the main line, forming Hancock's right, and while awaiting tlie

expected renewal of the Confederate attack there was time to

note the extent of the loss already suffered. This was serious

enough, as the terrible shortening of the regimental line had

proclaimed. In addition to the loss of the previous afternoon.

34 enlisted men had been killed and over a hundred otficers and

men wounded.

Among the killed were many of the bravest and best beloved

of the regiment, the full list being as follows: Company A

—

Sergeant Sylvanus Muller, Oliver C. Hooker. B—Edward W.
Coope, Gordon Dunn, George King, Eugene Murphy, George

F. Phinney, James B. Eudd. C—John TV'. Xewton, Egbert

Pexley, John "Walcott. D—George C. Clark, John S. Hyde.

John D. Smith, George !M. Woleott. E—Sergeant John M.

Partridge, Urbane H. Crittenden, IJichard Fulton, Joseph Eivet,

Francis Shernmn. F—Color Sergeant John AV. Field, Corporal

John i[. Dunbar, Grange Bardwell, Joseph J. liogers. G—
Sergeant William M. Knapp, Joseph Bushman, ^Maurice ^['lorc,

Henry D. Temple. William Whitney. H—Arthur T. M.-rritr.

Sumner \\ arrrnr, Sidney P, Woud. I—Tobn Wilcox. K

—

Titutjthy McNauiara.

Tiie wounded otlicers comprised ^Major Moody, slightly in rhe
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head; Captain Lincoln in the side, and First Lieutenant Chal-

mers in the hand, producing disability from which he was sub-

eiqnently discharged. It was at the beginning of the retrograde

movement that ^Major Moody was wounded, and at first the hurt

j^oeuied to be a severe one. But the plucky major not only did

not leave the field, but rendered invaluable service in preserving a

firm front against the enemy. With hat off and the blood stream-

ing over his face and breast, he skillfully maneuvered the left

wiug, worthily exemplifying in his own bearing the unflinching

l)ersistency and courage of the regiment of which he was a mod-
i.:5t and worthy officer. Lieutenant Chalmers had during the

winter preceding been one of the foremost in the athletic Si)ort3

of the regiment, as was recalled by the unwavering tones of the

brave Scotchman when, extending the mangled member toward

the lieutenant-colonel near by he sang out, " Xo more base-ball

for me. Colonel I " (The full list of wounded, accurate as it can

be made by diligent research, will be found in the Appendix.)

The expected onset by Longstreet's corps was delayed on ac-

count of the severe Avounding of that chieftain by his own men
almost in precisely the manner in which a year before Stonewall

-lackson had received his mortal hurt, though Longstreet was

•*hot down in broad daylight while riding in front of his com-
mand arranging for the attack on Hancock. General Lee at

uuce took personal direction of tlie preparations, but it was sev-

«^ral hours before he was ready to order the advance. In the

niean time Leasure's brigade of Burnside's corps charged across

HI front of Hancock's position, encountering little opposition;

and as it seemed possible that the enemy might have given up
'he idea of a furtlier struggle Hancock and Bnrnside were ordered

'•> attack in force at o'clock.

At 4 o'clock, however, the C*onfederate onset came, their lines

advancing within a short distance of the Union breastworks and

o'^ing and receiving a heavy tire for a long time, the assailants

in their exposed position sutfering most severely. \ singular

'•ircumstance, as it chanced, gave the latter a temporary advan-

;<ge near the close of tiie cngagenu'nt. In front of the Union
liut!*, where the ground had been fought over several times, a
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fire had been burning since early in the day, and had communi-
cated to the logs forming the breastworks. Fanned by the breeze

it spread rajiidly for hundreds of yards, the smoke and flanif

carried back into the faces of the defenders checking their fnv

and finally driving them out of position. The assailants discov-

ering this fact pushed forward a brigade or two and made u

temporary lodgement in the works, sending a part of the Fed-

eral soldiers to the rear in disorder; but a determined attack by

a portion of Colonel Carrol's brigade regained the lost ground
and the entire Confederate line withdrew from the hopeless

contest. Hancock's men having nearly exhausted their ammu-
nition were in no condition to deliver a counter attack, and the

fighting on that part of the line ceased, not to be renewed.

But Lee, with his usual determination, had not given up the

idea of inflicting further damage on his antagonist, and soon

after the conflict ceased on the Union left it broke out at the

extreme right. By skillful effort E^vell succeeded in massing
Gordon's Georgia brigade and Johnston^s North Carolinians in

strong force on Sedgwick's flank. The lines of the .Sixth Corp?
had been weakened to strengthen those further to the left, and
Shaler's brigade were assiduously building breastworks near sun-

set when t])ey were surprised by a vigorous onset and gave way
in some confusion owing to the suddenness of the attack.

iShaler himself was made prisoner, as was General Sevmour.
whose brigade was likewise broken, and for a time a critical state

of affairs existed. The entire Sixth Corps' front was attacked

vigorously, and as the troops present consisted of but four bri-

gades in addition to the broken ones on the right there was dan-

ger that the impetus of the 1>low might force a further giving way.

Fortunately for the Union arms, the jungle prevented the etfect-

ive moving of troops by the enemy, and in the opening of the

engagement the Confederate forces became scarcely less In-oken

than the brigades receiving the shock, so that there was every

danger of the tem]»orary success turning into a disaster if fi'o.-h
'

Fedei'al troops should come upon the scene. Tlic otlicors on ea<-h

side, tiiercforc, set themselves at onee to reorganize their ci>m-

mands. General Wright held his remaining briirades firmlv to
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their work, while General Sedgwick never dis})layed his qual-

ities as a popular officer better than in bringing order out of the

I*

threatening chaos. Riding in the path of the fugitives and in-

terposing the power of his presence like an insurmountable wall,

he called upon the demoralized ones to *' Remember the honor of

tlie Sixth Corps." The appeal, uttered in those warm-hearted,

uiauly tones which no Ijattlu tempest ever disconcerted, Avas the

I most potent that could be made. The men, ashamed of their

I temporary demoralization, halted, faced about and under the

I
personal superintendence of their beloved commander, in hastily

I formed lines, went steadily back to regain the ground they had

I
lost. This done, in the early darkness a new and stronger line,

I somewhat to the rear and better adapted to the occupation of

I
the diminished force that was to hold it, was selected, fortified

f and occupied later in the night.

f The danger of thus weakening the Union right being forcibly

I
shown to General ]\Ieade, the tive brigades which had. been de-

I tached were ordered to rejoin their corps, and with the rest

Kustis's Brigade, which had been relieved from the front to ob-

tain a little rest, was roused and marched for a time in the di-

rection of the right wing, halting at length till daylight the

better to find its way through the maze.

Early next morning—the Tth—the brigade in two lines took

l>osition on the left of the corps, and through the forenoon

waited in constant expectation of afresh outpouring of blood;

but the morning passed in comparative quiet. The Union skir-

mishers were pushed forward to feel the foe, but everywhere the

re]»urt was practically the same,—Lee had withdrawn his forces

t" their strongly intrenched lines some three-quarters of a mile

from those of the Union army, and having secured the advan-

tages of some openings where artillery could be placed was

I
awaiting the Federal attack. This it was decided not to make.

|, Kor tv.'o days the contestants had grappled Avith stubborn fury,

ij ;
••uli gaining at sonu.^ time certain advan*-ages. to be quickly off-

I
>''t ))y equal disadvanta-es. 2^i> groat contest could with more

I
i'i"pv)fty be called a drawn Itattle. While (irant had taken the

'uiiliitive. his movement had not contemplated or intended a

i

I
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battle where it had taken place. Lee had forced the encounter,

had inflicted upon the Union army severe loss, but had himself

received the first of the crushing blows which were to be contin-

ued with the merciless persistence of remorseless warfare till the

military power of the Confederacy should crumble in ruins.

Having engaged for two days in a deadly struggle in a region
"'.

where common humanity—if considerations of humanity ever

entered the councils of military commanders—should have for-

bidden the joining of battle, each side Avasnow quite ready to se-

lect and to accept some other location for the continuation of the

strife. The men of both commands were utterly exhausted by

the arduous experiences of the past fcAvdays, yet as neither knew
the purposes of the other it was necessary that every man who
could be spared for the purpose should be engaged with pick and

spade in fortifying so that no sudden attack should bring disas-

ter at an unprotected point.

Thenceforth, indeed, so far as Lee's army was concerned,

spades were to take the place of bayonets. While there were

occasional sorties and dashes, the steadfast principle governing

the tactics of the Confederate chieftain was to plant his army in

the path of the enemy, intrench heavily and maintain the best

possible positions of defense. This course made the prosecution

of the war on the part of the Army of the Potomac bloody and

at times disheartening, but it was at the same time so practical

a confession of weakness on the Southern side as to proclaim to

the whole unprejudiced world that the beginning of the end

had come.

About noon Eustis's Brigade was relieved from its position at

the left of the corps, but instead of falling to the rear as the

men fondly hoped for rest and relief from the constant appre-

hension of the front, it moved over to the extreme right, where

it formed in a single line and remained till ne^ar dark, when it

was set to work constructing a line of earthworks, built of logs,

and whatever could afford protection from hostile bullets. This

work was naturally very diiiicnlt in such a country. The soil

was filled with rc.xits and .-tones interlaced in an impenetrable

net work: and to all other considerations must be added the ex-
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l-Kiiistecl condition of the men. Yet the works were built and
manned, and the defenders sank behind them in the hope of a

ni^^ht's unbroken rest.

Never was hope more vain, General Grant had decided, as

-uon as it became evident that Lee had settled into the de-

fensive, to push on to the southward and interpose between

the Confederate army and Richmond. Already were his trains

in motion and the orders issued directing the movements of the

various corps. According to these instructions, as soon as dark-

ness made the movement practicable the Fifth Corps was to

move by the Brock road and Todd's Tavern to Spottsylvania

Court House, a march of some 15 miles, followed by General

Hancock's command to Todd's Tavern, about half way from
the recent battle-field. The Sixth Corps was to move by way of

the pike and plank road to Chancellorsville, whence taking the

•TOSS roads by Aldrich's and Piney Branch Church it was to

come in upon the Spottsylvania road between the Fifth and
Second Corps, forming the center of the army. The trains of

t!ie Fifth and Sixth Corps were to follow the latter during the

inarch, being previously parked at Chancellorsville. All move-
ments, as well as the withdrawal of the army from its position in

front of the enemy, were to be protected by cavalry outposts and
•kirrnishers.

Such was the plan in pursuance of which the Thirty-seventh
were placed under marching ordeis about dusk and soon after-

ward drew quietly to the rear, taking up the march which with
niore or less interruption continued all night. Daylight found
t.'ie regiment near Chancellorsville, and for some distance the
niarcii was continued in the direction of Fredericksburg along
''»e plank road. Then the main road was quitted and the col-

umn turned sharply southward. The march, which was steadilv

^ti>t up till afternoon, proved one of intolerable severity. In
i'lditiun to the worn condition of the men, consequent upon the
' •'•>.sint tax on nerve and body during the previous few davs.
Ml.- woiither was most trying. The lieat had now become intense
•'••Jd «.iH-rvating, the roads were dry as tinder, and the dust rose
= 'i .^titling clouds which hung with torturing persistency close to
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the earth, choking the lungs, the throat, the eyes, and settlini'

in disgusting quantity upon the sweaty Hesh wherever it couM

penetrate.

Added to these physical tortures, there was the constant ex-

pectation of a renewal of the battle. The army was simply

feeling its way through the wilds of a sparsely ])opulated regicm.

and the growling cannon along the flanks gave oral demonstra-

tion that the movement was not being made free from observa-

tion. In fact the two armies were moving in almost paralUl

columns toward the same jioint, tlie Confederates being in ad-

vance. As was anticipated, the removal of Grant's trains tlic-

previous afternoon gave the enemy notice that the Army of the

Potomac was to follow suit, and Lee gave Anderson, avIio had

succeeded to the command of Longstreet's corps after that leader

was wounded, directions to march in the morning to Spottsyl-

vania Court House, to be in readiness to meet the new move-

ment if it should prove to be of a hostile nature. As the wooa.>

in fhe Wilderness were on fire in various directions and a favora-

ble bivouac could not be found, Anderson marched that evening

and early next day })lanted his corps across the road leading to

the Court House, in a position some two miles to the northwesr

of the village.

In the mean time Warren had Ijcen making the Ijest of his way

with the Fifth Corps toward Spottsylvania by tlie Brock road.

His task proved by no means an easy one. The cavalry of the

two armies had been in conflict there, fighting sharply at Todtl'?

Tavern the previous day ; so that wlien in obedience to tlie new

programme General Merritt attempted to clear the way for tli-

advance of Warren's infantry lie found tlie ruad barricaded auu

Fitz Hugh Lee's horsemen still in force in his path. So persist-

ent was the opposition of the rebel cavalry and so ditficult the

nature of the ground for the operations of mounted men that,

the task of opening the route was finally turned over to the

infantry, and all throui,'h the morning Warren's advance srnig-

gled along. Soon after jiassing the junction of the Piney Brauci.

Church road, by whieh Setlguick was to come with the Sixii'

Cor}>3, the ground became more open and favorable, and Kol>;u-
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sou's division, which had tlie advance, attempting to push for-

wjird promptly through the clearing at " Alsop's " found its

j.rogress checked by a furious fire from a strong intrenched line

..f the enemy. General Robinson himself being severely wound-

fi\, his command, utterly unfitted by the exhausted condition of

the men for going into an engagement, fell back in some confu-

I
-i.jn, and Griffin's division, taking up the attack to the right,

\ .^hured a like fate. At this time General Crawford's division of

i I'ennsylvania Reserves, Avell tried on many a bloody field and

f understanding the nature of the work before them, came up and

I c.-tablished the Union lines in spite of the vigorous protests of

I
ttio enemy. General Warren, not feeling strong enough .to at-

I
tempt to do more, waited for the coming of General Sedgwick,

I ;iu{l that officer on reaching the scene took command of the field,

i. Hancock was still detained at Todd's Furnace where the Cathar-

I I'in road connects the Brock road with the Shady Grove Church

i r'ud by which the principal Coufoderaie columns moved toward

I
>]»ott3ylvania. At this point it was feared that an attack might

I Im- made on the Federal rear, and in fact there was more or less

ti t'ksultory fighting during the early portion of the day; but Lee's

I i-utire army was hurrying as rapidly as possible toward Spottsyl-

I vania, where it was practically all assembled and put in battle

§ .irray before night.

•|; In Lee's front General Sedgwick was disposing his forces for

|. the opening of battle, but the afternoon was well spent before

Ills arrangements were completed. Then an advance was made
i'V Colonel Brown's Xew Jersey Brigade of the First Division,

^>!xth Corps, but it encountered a strong force and was obliged

f" full Ijack without having accomidished anything. Near sunset

'i more successful movement was made by General Crawford's

'livi^k>n, supported by Eustis's Brigade, which crossed the open

;:r')uud, pushed into tiie woods in front, and coming upon a

^lrce of troops from Ewell's corps marching by the flank drove

them a consideral)le distance, capturing quite a number of pris-

"Ui.Ts. Falling back to the opening the troops were placed in

I''-!tion for the niglit, the Thirty-aeventh in tJie front line, and

i I'ofuuiid was the sleep into which the weary men sank the mo-

(

I
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ment tliey were permitted to do so, continuing till the crashing

of cannon at morning light called them to a tardy realization of

their position.

The chiy which had dawned, Monday, May 9, 1864, was one

never to he forgotten in the history of the Sixth Corps. Early

in the morning the skirmish line, compo^d of a detail from the

Thirty-seventh regiment, was ordered to advance, which it did

in the most determined manner, driving back the opposing

skirmishers for half a mile till the fortified main line of the

enemy was encountered. A terrible fire broke forth from tla-

earthworks, the bullets sweeping over the frail array of skirmisli-

€rs as tliough to destroy every living thing within range, but tlie

men in blue hugs^ed the ground, ffave back a fire of defiance a-

rapidly as they could load their pieces, and waited anxiously for

the supporting charge which their own orders had seemed to

promise. Xone came, however, and at length a retreat was re-

luctantly ordered. Then a partial quiet settled over the oppos-

ing forces, broken now and then by the experimental firing of

5ome battery taking up a new position, or the faint report and

sharp hiss of some sharp-shooter's deadly efforts.

It was from the latter that the catastrophe of the day was tn

come in the death of the beloved Sedgwick. That otHcer wa.«

standing in the rear of the rifle pits occupied by his command,

with a few members of his staff, directing the strengthening of hi;

lines, when tlie group were fired upon by some sharp-shooter-

far in front, wliose bullets whistled so near as to cause an invol-

untary shrinking on the part of the staff officers.
'•' Don't be

afraid, boys, they couldn't hit an elephant at that distancel''

said Sedgwick, with a glance at the location of the marksmen.

Almost as the words left his lips he was struck beneath the eye

by a bullet which passed entirely through his head, and withou:

a word, with only a sad smile lighting his noble features, tlu'

"brave soul which had never known fear or dishonor quitted it:^

earthly tenement. Of the sad scene which ensued when the ter-

rible loss was re}>orted at head-quarters Sedgwick's adjutant ger.-

-eral, Martin T. ^riMalitni, says:

£ach one in that tent, oM criay-beaided warriors, burst into tears ami

r

['^
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for some minutes sobbed like cliildren mourninj,' a fnthei-. They built a
»H)wer of evergreen among the pine woods and laid him out upon a rough

I liier made for him by soldier iiands. and all day long there were strong
I men weeping by this funeral couch. They came from all parts of the

I
army, the old and the young, the well and the wounded, ofticers and men,

I
to take their last look at the beloved chieftain. Many thousands of Ijrave

I

men who composed that army were familiar with death in all its forms.

I
Not once nor twice had they seen strong men stricken into sudden death.

i Not once nor twice had they beheld men of high rank, in high command,
f

f;dl amid contending hosts. They had, perhaps, grown hardened and in-

I
dilferent to what was necessarily of freciuent occurrence and the common

^

exfx'ctation of all. But when tlie news went that d;iy, like an electric

I
shock, along the lines of the Army of the Potomac that .John Sedgwick
was dead, a gieat loneliness fell upon the hearts of all. and men that
.varcely ever heard his voice, many that scarcely knew him by sight,
wept bitter tears as if they had lost an only friend, and all recalled how
on many occasions, hearing on right or left or rear the thunder of hostile
guns, all anxiety passed away from the minds of men at the simple re-
mark, "It must be all right, Uncle John is there."

Xo commander iu the army, it is safe to say, had a closer hold
wpou the affections of his subordinates, from the musket bear-
ers in the ranks to tliose ofticers who commanded his divisions,

than the general now dead. The i)erfect incarnation of human
bravery, he was at the same time modest to the ])oint of ditR-

I 'K'nee, while his great heart overflowed with tenderness to the

I
men of his command. Their fortunes and their fare were his

I
own. On the march, if not in front he was in their midst,

I
^'liaring their trials. His last night of life was passed among

' iiis faithful soldiers, like them sleeping upon the earth witliout

I
tent or blanket. Whatever the duty to Avhich his command

i might be called, they knew that his hand was firmly upon the
I iiclm, that his brain was clear and his purpose developed. As

^^:'.s the officer, such were the troops with whoso organization he
iiad been so long identified. Where he led they would follow,

^
.aid their only fear had been that under the pressure to take a

j
higher position he might at length yield, and leave the imme-

f 'bare command of the corps. They liad never thouglit of the
* '«Tril>le blow wliii-li had now fallen.*

f „ ''"'I*''-'! ^c'^uwicc WIS a r.-.tlvc of Cimmcticut.gra.luntcd .it W«<; r..iiu in iSj; and .«erved with
i ;;'

"•" "i-UiictiKii ill the Mevicin war, reachin;,' the r.mk of irajor, serviii- aiterw-ard in Texas til
I ••« I'lilb.-eakof the rebellion. In March, iSoi, he was in.ade lieuteiiant-coionel of the Second
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I'

In accorduuoo with the known wish of General Sedgwick. *

General Horatio G. Wright, the able commander of the First

Division, was given comm:ind of thu Sixtii Corps, General David

A. Russell taking the First Division. From casualties and othir

causes constant changes were transpiring among commanders cf

every grade, and at this juncture one in which the Thirry-

seventh was peculiarly interested occurred in the transfer of Gen-

eral Eustist and the permanent assignment of Colonel Edwards t
'

to the command of tlie brigade. In this promotion to a l)roadir

field of usefulness Colonel Edwards received a merited recogni-

tion. His qualities were eminently those of a general otliei-r.

Quick to discern, prompt in execution, brave to a fault, know-

ing intimately tlie troops with which he had to do, it w.-i^

morally impossible that Colonel Edwards should fail to win ;i

high measure of success. As a regimental commander he ha'l

written the impress of his character tirmly on the Thirty-seventh.

If in the desire to attain absohite perfection for his loved coiii-

mand he had sometimes been Inisty and consequently unjust t"

his subordinates, he had ]>itterly regretted that injustice. Tlv

interests of his regiment had invariably been safe in his hand-,

since no commander could have been more jealous of the welfiii-

of those intrusted to him.

In Lieutenant-Colonel Montague the rei^iment found an ah!-.

and acceptable successor to its ])romoted colonel. The metiui-i-

of the ollicers differed essentially. If Edwards was liorn J"

command, Montague w;is intended by nature for a leader. Ili^ *
.;

personal power and inHuenee were unbounded, his military qual-

ities admirable, and his perfect knonledge of the regimenr n:

detail assured a v.orthy record for the future.

These changes had taken \A:iCc during the 9t.h, and meanwiii!-'

the Army of the Potomac had developed and completed its lin'-'~

I 1

United Slates cnv.tlrv' aiid in Au'.;ii^t w;is c;:ven commnnd of a liri;:;ade in the .Army of the r«'»- v •

iliac and was afterward a^-i^nel^ to coniiiMiul tlie Third Division, Sfcnnd Co!-ps. dninj nol.'c -
'• pi

vice on the pcniDSiiia and witli Pope in his dii^astrous campaign. At Antiet.ini his d:vi.-icn •.••.ih X ij

with desperation, and he \vn.< twire wonnded, but refused to yield the command till he fai "•' ' 1' ;

fnTTi loss of 'tkod. In J.mu.irv. i^ii, lie was i;iv-,n command of the Ninth Curp^, but liic jth • . •
j

t ebri:.ir>- foilowiii.; was assign-.d to the Sixth. ' -.•

tCitnL-rnl He»ry L. F.ii«;is was .t sr.iduate of West Point in the diss with tlener.il P;ipi-. ^t" '

ins iir-t in his clasps, a:ui at the outhreak of lie war was a pioftssor in ilie Lawrence S..:-.'!!''
'

SchiK.l at CanibridL;e, >f.iss. He wa- at th-i-i time tempi ir.vily a^si.-iied to the cominaTid I'f ' ' ^
|

Fourth r>ngade, first Division, Sixth Corps, but resigned the ser\'ice June 27 fallowing.
\
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facing the Confederate position. The Union right was held by

i?'

the Second Corps, which had been brought down from Todd's
Furnace when it became ap])urent tliat there Avas no real danger
in that quarter. The Fifth and Sixth Corps formed the center,

I
witli the Ninth on the extreme left. While the front was strongly

I
lu'ld a line of earthworks Avas thrown up just in the rear, to

I
which the troops presently retired to obtain shelter from the in-

I
cessant fire which the enemy's sharp-shooters kept up. During

I
the afternoon General Hancock was directed to move his corps

j
across the Po, which at that point ran between the two lines,

I
the immediate objective being an extensive Confederate wagon i

(train Avhich was seen to be moving toward Spottsylvania. A.
\

sliarp engagement had begun to result next day when he was
j

called back in order that his troops might be disposed to assist
j

in an attack upon the enemy's center which had been decided on.
j

^
It was not easy to withdraw troops from the immediate face of

j

I the foe with a conflict in progress, but tliis was done till only
[

I
two brigades were left to sustain the contest. To complicate I

I their situation, the woods in their rear caught fire, but the gal-

jg
iant fellows hurled back the force that was pressing upon them
and then extricated themselves, though obliged to abandon their
wounded comrades to perish by tUe flames. On both sides the
impression left was that of a Federal defeat.

The attack which followed was unmistakably a disaster, the
troops of the Fifth Corps throwing themselves against the enemy's
Hitrenchments repeatedly, and at some points gaining a footing
»l"»ii them only to be driven back with terrible loss, while com-
I'aratively little injury was inflicted upon the assailed. A little

l-'ter in the day—that is, about C> o'clock—a eharge was made bv
' I'ton's brigade of the Sixth Corps whidi was more successful.
I l>at officer struck and penetrated the intrenchments of what
j'tv-rward became so horribly famous as the Angle, captured a
'^rge number of prisoners, several flags and jruns, makinor :i

''^ignient with his unaided hrigado in the second line of M'orlcs;

nt tiie expected support did not come and after dark hi? lin-.-

^ii- retired, iiaving inllicted as well as sustained serious loss.

' ludier to the left General Burnside made a strong reconuais-
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sance without result, but with tlio loss of General T. G. Steven-

son commanding his First Division killed.

During these disastrous atteni})ts the Thirty-seventh took no

active part as an organization, though its men were on the skir-

mish lines in liberal detail, doing good service and suffering

some loss, as did the men behind the intrencbments, from the

constant firing of the Confederate sharp-shooters. Artillery

had now come into use on both sides, and the guns of the Sixth

Corps in many cases occupied the same works with the infantry.

Yet so exhausted were the men from their incessant trials that

many of them slept beneath the muzzles of the guns being fired

directly above them.

The results thus far had not been very encourajjinof, but the

indomitable energy of General Grant knew no such word as

discouragement, and the folloAving morning he sent to Wash-
ington a brief summary of his operations, closing with the

famous sentence, " I propose to fight it out on this line, if it

takes all summer! " Through the 11th there was little fighting,

the day being devoted to preparations for the terrible struggle

of the l;ith. Toward night the Thirty-seventh, with tbe rest of \

the Second Division, were relieved from the rifie-pits by the •

Third Division, moved to the rear and massed in an open field
|

where, despite a steady fall of rain, tlie exhausted troops slept
|

soundly.

Very early in the morning they were awake, and with the

coming of light the terrible crash of battle which seemed to till

the air bespoke a renewal of the struggle. In fact the Second

Corps under the determined lead of Hancock had undertaken to

do what Colonel Upton with his brigade had shown to be ]»rac-

ticable—peut'trate the Confederate line at the Angle. This

Angle consisted of a })eculiar formation of the enemy's defense?,

located almost directly north of S[iottsylvania Court House.
'

Beginning at their left, the general direction of the Confederate

front till this point was reached was about duo north. Here v.

turned and faced the east, ruiiniuL;- irregularly till the righf

rested on the river To to the southu-est of the Court House. A:

the Angle, however, the formation of tiic land was such that the





Hancock's successful coup. 293

line of defense instead of turning sliarply in the new direction

bent out forming the two sides of ti blunt-nosed triangle. Along

what would have been the base ran the second line which, like

each of the sides may be described as about a mile in length.

The ground sloped up to these works from the front, and for

some distance before they were reached it was cleared of standing

limber, though the approach was more or less obstructed.

As soon'as the morning lidit Ijecame sufficient to allow his

guides to take the i>oint of direction, Hancock, \vhose corps was

massed near the Landrum house in front of the Angle, ordered

the charge. Through the rain and fog of the early morning the

Second Corps in two irresistible lines swept up to and over the

works. Johnson's division of Ewell's corps held the lines

—

three brigades of Virginia and one of Louisiana troops, the very

llower of the Confederate army. Men could not have fought

Iietter than these men did, hand to hand in the trenches; but

the enveloping force closed about them forcing the surrender of

over .3,000 soldiers, with 20 cannon and 30 battle flags. John-

sou himself and Steuart, one of his brigade commanders, were

among the captives—both being former army friends of Hancock.

S'.' far all was well, and Hancock reported l)ack to Grant, "I have

uslmI up Johnson and am now going for Early." But it was not

f:i.<y to achieve further success. The Second Corps was disor-

u'anized by its ex}>eriences thus far, and when it reached the

sfeond line, at the base of the Angle, it was unable to make any

-urrlier advance. Here the enemy was met in force, prepared

to recover the ground that had been lost. Despite the gallantry

"f his men Hancock's advance was checked and thrown back,

•i.'id it soon became evident tliat tlie supporting liue< muse he

J'vlifd upon to hold what had liuen won. This work was to be

done by the Sixth Corps.

As already described, liussell's and XcilFs divisions of that

'•orps had been moved to the rear and massed the previous even-

••-:. reaily either to support Han(>ock or to attack in their own
•''"'

ii!. a.s developiiHiitsnii^htsct'm to justify. At lKi]L'-pa.si -1 the

••i.U'K.'S rang out the assembly and an aide from General Wright

announced that the bri2:ade first under arms would take the lead.
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Edwards's Brigade (as it must henceforth be known) was first in

motion, and moving toward the left near the Landrum house,

advanced to the edge of the clearing in front of the contested

intrenchments where it was formed in a single line, the Tenth.

Second and Thirty-seventh from right to left—the Seventh liav-

ing been left on tlie skirmish lino in front of the Third Division.

Moving up the slope to the recently captured works under a

deadly fire which swept over the entire rcgi.*n, the brigade con-

nected with the Excelsior Brigade of ^[ott's division of the

Second Corps, taking po^ition against the outer face of the Con-

federate intrenchments. These Avorks were built of logs,

strengthened with an embankment of dirt, and having a "head-

log" at the top to protect the heads of the defenders while deliv- .

ering their fire through the crevice beneath it. They Avere thus

about equally available for defense in either direction.
|

Scarcely had the Thirty-seventh taken position when the first

of the desperate ell'orts of the enemy to regain possession of their

lost works was made. A division in three lines swept forward

magnincently, their ajjproach covered by a ravine till they wer«-'

within a very short distance. A ripple of fire ran along the hn-'

of blue and the battle front of gray melted away into broken

fragments which scrauilded back into the ravine, leaAiug the
|

ground strewn with their dead and disabled. But the determi-

nation of madness seemed to possess the Southern generals. .

Again and again were their solid columns pushed into the fatal ••

Angle, only at each renewed etfort to be sent back in disorder. I

leaving more and more of their bravest dead upon the scene till \

the slain actually lay piled upon each other. All authoritii.s

competent to speak from intelligent observation agree that no- •

where else in the entire war was such slaughter as within tins ;

comparatively limited arena.

Finding that the }d;in of assaulting in heavy columns was a
^ j

iTseless waste of life, the Confederates resorted to every device to '".

j

accom]disii their ]>nrposo. In some parts of the field lines '•

skirmishers were rushed acres-, those that lived to make tin'

passage hugging one .side of the works while the Union soldiei-

occupied the other and lighting obstinately across in that wav.

i

i
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each thrusting his gun over the crest and firing down into those

on the otlier side ; but in front of the Thirty-seventh the fire

was too hot and well directed to allow of approach to such nar-

row quarters.

It was during this struggle that the Thirty-seventh ca])tured

its first battle ilag. Following a temporary lull in the confiict a

line of battle appeared in its front and swept forward with a

slightly diagonal inclination directly toward the crouching regi-

ment. ''Hold your fire, men I Xot one shot till I give the

order I" said the indomitable Montague. Three hundred dark

muzzles looked grimly out from beneath the head-log, each covering

irs chosen victim. Xot till the nearest Confederates were within

a few yards was heard the anxiously awaited order to "Fire I"'

There was a flash, one simultaneous crash, and a cloud of white

smoke spread like a curtain before the breastworks. When it

dissipated that beautiful line of battle had entirely disappeared,

the color-sergeant lav dead in tlie midst of his guard, and his

ilag, falling upon his dead body, became the well-earned prize

of the Thirty-seventh.

The incessant firing in connection with the prevailing rain-

storm soon choked and fouled the heated muskets till they Avere

ahnost unserviceable, and as the line could not be relieved

weapons were exchanged with a regiment which marched up in

the rear, and so without a break the merciless fire was kept up.

Finally at 4 o'clock, after ten hours of incessant engagement, the

regiment was relieved and fell back a few rods behind a sheltering

ridge to allow the men to take their first food since the few hasty

mouthfuls of the morning and obtain a fresh su])ply of ammuni-
tion. Soon after dark one of the relieving regiments unaccount-

ably broke and luuldled to the rear, wildly ejaculating, •"The

!"'-bels are in the works !'' Tlie Tliirty-seventh, many of the men
asleep and entirely out of ammuuitiun, were lying in the mud a

'Vw rods away, close by brigade head-quar-ters. Colonel Edwards
and Lieutenant-Colonel Montague sprang to their feet, startled

i'V the rush. Quick as a fiash came the orders of tlie soldierly

I'^'i wards, •' Advance the Thirty-seventh and liold the line with

'lie bavonet !" At once raiiir out the clear tones of the lieuten-





29G NINE DAYS Of CARNAGE.

ant-colonel, "Forward, Thirty-seventh to the breast-works I

Fix ba3'onets ! " Guided by his voice, the officers and men of

the valiant regiment scrambled to their feet, and, undaunted by

the losses of the doubtful day, undismayed by the incipient

panic, equal in courage to confront in the darkness an unknown
and unseen foe—more trying because unknown and unseen,

—

they hurriedly but with magnificent spirit pushed through the

broken abatis to the- unguarded section and crowned the crest

with a strong wall of steel. Tlien a fresh supply of ammunition
arrived and through the long night hours till almost morning
the ripple and splutter and crack of the musketry tire never

abated. About 3 o'clock on the morning of the loth the tire

from the enemy slackened and tinally ceased, and a patrol sent

out by Colonel Edwards discovered that the enemy had retreated

from the immediate front. They had in fact fallen back to the i

new line at the base of the angle. A skirmish line was promptly 1

advanced which brought in a considerable number of ])risoners, •

and in the morning the brigade was relieved by one from the First i

Division, retiring to the vicinity of the Laudrum house where it I

stacked arms and l)ivouacked for the day, the men droi)ping '.

upon the muddy ground in the drenching rain and falling asleep
j

at once from exhaustion.
j

There was opportunity now to review the work of the regiment

during the trying period just passed, and the Thirt^'-seventh

had cause for pride in the part it had taken. Both General

Meade and General Xeill in their reports spoke in the highest \

praise of the services of the brigade, and Colonel Edwards, while

com})linienting liis entire command, after speaking of Captain

Lincoln, who though sutrering from the wound received in the
j

W ilderness six days bcl\)re fuiight with his company and received

a severe wound in the side, .says, " (Jreat credit is due Lieuten-

ant-Coionel ^lontague for the manner in which he fought his

regiment." The lartur in fact, received the brevet of colonel for
'

"distinguished galhmrry at the !>atrlo of Spottsylvauia Court

lIo:i>(!,"' the first ))revet bcstowi'd in the regiment.

The fire of the Thiriy-sevc-nth had pro!ial>ly been tlie most re-

markable delivered bv any rcifiment durin:^: the same leu<^th of ]
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I
time, over 4-00 rounds per mau having been expended, and this

f in the midst of a continuous rain-storm. Where this fire swept

over the enemy's line the bullets cut off the trunk of an oak tree

i :.'l inches in diameter, so that the tree fell within the Confed-

5 orate works, injuring several men of the First South Carolina

I rt'<nment of McGowan's briirade. The trunk of this tree is still

(preserved in the War Deparcment at Washington as a memorial

of the terrible struggle at the Angle.

Intense as had been the strain on the men for so long, their

I
morale had shown no sign of Aveakening. Especially was their

*
heroic endurance tested when at one time a call was made for .50

I- Volunteers to undertake an enterprise from Avhich none could

I
hope to escape alive. The full number including Captain Tyler,

I
promptly ste})ped from the ranks, but the plans were changed

I
and the sacrifice was not demanded.

|,
The loss of tlie regiment had been severe, especially in officers.

I
Lieutenant-Colonel Montague, after being knocked down by a

fi bullet which struck him upon the arm, inflicting a severe bruise,

I was wounded in the foot while leading the regiment up to hold

the works with the bayonet as ^^reviously described, and after

I -feeing the men in position was obliged to leave the field. Major
r Moody had previously received a severe and disabling wound in

I
the thicrh, leaving the reirimcnt in command of Captain Donnellv.

f C'aptain Pease, the kind-hearted Christian and commander of

|.
Company B from its formation, had received a wound from

i which he died two days later. Second Lieutenants George S.

' ('<toke and Joseph Follansbec, but recently promoted—brave and
'rue men who had worthily won their shouKlcr-straps—were mor-
t;illy wounded; the former already dead, and the latter cliuiring

fo life till the 2od. Besides these Cajitain Lincoln wasseriously

v'ounded; First Lieutenants Champney and Wellman were struck.

the former in the leg and the latter in the hand with a disabling

injury: while Second Lieutenant Albert C. Sparks had suffered

' f-rriblr wound in the ciust, but lighting bravely for lifV lie

iiuiilly trium]died. contrary to all expectations.

Tiie kilh^d thus far since the change to Spottsvlvania com-
l"i>cil the following: Company A, Edward Bergley; B, George
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N. Barnes, John ilcXerny; C, Sergeant George D. Chapin, Cor-

poral Michael Moren, Thomas McCabe, 2d; B, Corporal William

M. Kingsley; E, Colonel D. Halsey; F, Martin S. Hubbard: 11,

L\Tnan C. Bartlett, Edmund H. Sears; I, Corporal Josiah U.

Hawks, Albert R. Clark, Edwin 0. Wentworth; K, MicJiael

Freeman..

The wounded, of whom several were fatally hurt, (see Roll of

Honor for the classified list,) reached nearly 50,, so that the reg-

iment was reduced to little more than 300 members present—

a

trifle oyer half the number with whicli it had set forth from
Brandy Station ten days before.





CHAPTER XIV.

A GLANCE TO THE REAR

^
TUE WOUNDED AND DYING.—HO^-SPITAL SCENES AND INCI-

' DENTS.—THE CHRISTIAN AND SANITARY COMMISSIONS.
i

I
Any picture of soldiei- life, such as it is the purpose of this

i volume to present, would be incomplete if it did not at some

I
time turn from the battle line, from the march and tlie bivouac,

I
to glance at that vast assemblage in the rear of every battle-neld

I
where the horror and the brutality of war can best be learned

—

I
where also may be gathered some of the noblest lessons of human

,;
cluirity, some of the most touching examples of patriotic devo-

I
tion, some of the truest exhibitions of heroism. There had been

i abundant aggregations of human sacritice before. The bloody

i
horrors of Bull Kun had come to the sensibilities of the startled

; C(juntry with an unveiling of what war really meant of blood-

I
siied and suffering; but this proved only a drop in the bucket of

I what followed in ever increasing volume through the peninsular

I cami)aign, Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellors-

I
\ille, Gettysburg,—in conjunction with the great fields of the

I
\\est where in ahnost e(jual numbers the bravest of the nation

i were giving their lives and their life-blood in unstinted measure

I on the altar of a united country.

Yet all these, it seemed, had but paved the way for the terri-

ble outpouring of this spring campaign of 1864. The strong

I
regiments which went into the Wilderness on that sunny May

I niorning in magnificent array, trusted because proved on many

f 11 trying field, shrank to mere fragments in the ordeal to which
.? they were subjected; yet tlie inox-s>:ant rattk^ and turmoil of bat-

^
tie did n(jt cease. When one body of troops became too mucli

i decimated to (.ontinue the struggle longer another relieved it,

i
fresh men were huiTied forward from every available point to
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fill the places of the fallen, while the thunder of cannon and
the rattle of mnsketrv l»v dav and bv xxvAn, now reoedinsr, now
advancing, kept up the chorus of death whicli was neyer to cea>t'

till the military power of the enemies of the Union should

crumble away and dissolve.

.
The struggle in the Wilderness had many peculiarities. The

fighting was mostly done at close range and by infantry; hence

the wounds were almost entirely inflicted by ])ullets, which while

perhaps equally fatal did not present the horrible mangling of

artillery fire. Each army had its main intrenched line and be-

tween the two most of the fighting was done, charge and coun-

ter charge sweeping over the same ground in some cases a half-

dozen times. This entire region was therefore filled with the

dead and wounded, those of the two armies mingling. Such as

could craAvl to one side or the other did so, since even if cap-

tivity resulted it presented in the prospect less terrors than con-

tinued suffering from undressed wounds, while the victim lay

exposed to the hot sun and the fire of both friend and foe: or

more dreadful still, to be burned alive by the forest fires which
even the flash of a musket might kindle, and l^y which means it

was estimated that not less than 200 Union wounded perished.

Unavoidably the fate of many a poor fellow remains to this day

wraiijjed in mystery. Whether in struggling through the tan-

gled undergrowth, separated momentarily from his comrades,

some hissing missile struck him dead, whether through untold

agony his life passed slowly away with none to soothe or know
the sad fate; or borne away to the wretched prison pen to yield

np his life in its awful precincts,—one thing is sure, that in the

great army of martyrs ea^h name shall be sacredly enrolled and

faithfully treasured.

Yet while this terrible sprinkling of stricken humanity car-

peted the ground between the two lines of battle, the great bulk

of the injured managed in some way to reach the rear, where

every provision possible under the circumstances was made for

their relief. In some convenient spot to the rear of each division

or corps engaged, will bo found the hastily improvised iiospital.

The commaml has perhaps niarched miles on the double-quiik
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and is " ordered in '' to hold some important position. Before

!
the column seems to have halted the bleeding victims begin to

liiirry back or are borne on stretchers, seeking the prompt atten-

tion which may stanch the flow of l)lood and save life. The

>nrgoons, with such assistants as are available, have selected a

^
location for the hospital, sheltered from fire and convenient to

I
water if possible. Perhaps they have been able to pitch a few

I ily tents to protect from the storm or the scorching heat of the
* sun; more likely there may be nothing beyond the shelter of

a tree, and at the best the only couch will be the bare ground,

f niiuldv or dry and parched. If a fcAv leaves and boughs can be

I
ubrained for the worst cases there is so much in the way of lux-

I
ury. Before even these simple preparations can be completed

'^ the freightasre of misery be2:ins to arrive. Let a sursfcon sDeak

I for himself and for his class in remird to the work which follows:

At the field hospitals the work of destruction is seen in all its liorroi-.

ThiTc wounded men by thousands are brought together, llUiug the tents

and stretched upon every available spot of ground for many rods around.

Surgeons, with never tiring energy, are ministering to their wants, gi\ing

them food, dressing their wounds or standing at the operating table re-

moving the shattered fragments of limbs. 3[en wounded in every con-

<oivable way, men with mutilated bodies, with shattered limbs and

I broken heads, men enduring their injuries with heroic patience, and

1 men giving way to \iolent grief, men stoically inditYerent, and men re-

I
joicing that it is onb/ a lt<i. To all tluse the surgeons are to give such

t^

relief as lies in their power, a task the very thought of which would
overcome physicians at home, but upon which the army surgeon enters

I
with as much coolness and contidence as though he could do it all at

ionce. lie has learned to do what he can, contenting himself with working
d.iy and night without respite, and often without food, until by unremit-
ting but quiet toil the wants of all are relieved.

While it is unquestionably true that ajnong medical officers,

I
<u^ elsewhere in the army, there were those who were unworthy

I
'"I'ld a disgrace to the service, it is equally true that the devoted

I surgeon often did a work quite as trying us the facing of hostile

ritle-pits, and in a way to win the undying alfecfcions of those
'"!• whom ho labored. A prominent officer of the Sanitary Com-
f!ii>::ion, who with tlio best of opportunities for observation spoke

4 "" ha.-;ty word, says in regard to the services performed by the

T 'u..(Ucal stall at the time of which we write :
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The devotion, the solicitude, the unceasin;^ eiYorts to remedy tlie de-

fects of the situation, the untirinjj attentions to the wounded upon their

part ^vere so marked as to be ai>j)arent to all wiio visited the hospitals, t

It must he remembered that these same oflicers had endured the pnva-
J

tions and fati<;ues of the lon^^ forced marches with the rest of the army;
j

they had shared its dangers, for one medicnl officer from each re<iiment
j

follows it into battle and is liable to the accidents of war, as has been
|

repeatedly and fatally the case ; that its field hospitals are often, from
j

the chanj^es of the line of battle, brought under fire of the enemy, and
j

that while in these situations the sur<reous are called upon to exercise |

the calmest judj^ment, to perform the most serious and critical opera^
|

tions, and this quickly and constantly. The battle ceasinrr, their labors
j

continue. While other oflicers are sleepinr;, renewing their streni^th for
j

further eflorts, the medical are still toilinEr. They have to improvise

hospitals from the rudest materials, to surmount seeming impossibilities. :

The work is unending, both by day and ni>,^it, the anxiety is constant. ^

and the strain upon both the mental and physical faculties unceasing. , j

ChiipLiin Morse of the Thirty-seventh, whose time was divided ,. j

between his regiment at the front and tlie hospitals in the rear, |

writes interestingly of the scenes at the Wilderness, from which
|

a few extracts will be read with interest. Referring to the en-
]

gagement of the oth, he pays a deserved tribute to the bravery
|

with which the men bore their snlTerings and notices the little ;

complaining heard. One of the wounded men was in gi'eat pain

Avhen brought in, but after his wounds were dressed and a com-

fortable couch provided he began singing in sweet and touching

tones, "Who will care for mother now ;•"' All about the hos-

pital worked till late into the night and by dividing their number

into reliefs the labor was carried on all through the night. After

a season of duty with the regiment, ]\Ir. ^Morse returned with the

hospital steward to the division hospital on Saturday morning,

learning that numbers of his own regiment were there in need of

care, lie adds :
]

Our aid was very timely. There were some flies pitched but they did

not afford space enough to protect a tenth part of the number from the

scorching heat of the sun, which was almost insulferable. T provided

myself with a canteen of water, a cup, a pair of scissors, bandages and

lint, and wcut to work. 1 (irst sought out the men of my own regiment

and rendeied them all possible relief. All the men I found disengaged

who were well I employed in putting up screens of shelter tents to alford

the wounded men a shade. Such a field of labor 1 never saw before.
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^Vllerever I went or in what direction I turned the men would bejj in

piteous tones for water, or to have tlieir positions chan^^ed, or their

wounds moistened, or for some other favor. I found several who had
been wounded two days or more and their wounds had not been touched

at all. I will give a single instance of the kind of lelief I was enabled to

furnish. I found a man in terrible agony. He had received a charge ot

!)uck shot in the calf of the leg. Fearing it might bleed too much he put
a suspender around his leg just below the knee and buckled it tighth'.

liiilow that his leg was badly swollen and turning black and blue. His
]>ants, drawers and stocking were thoroughly saturated with blood and
hail dried and adhered closely to the skin. I cut the suspender, and then

cut off all the bloody clothing, washed his leg thoroughly, put compresses
soaked in water upon the wounds, secured them with bandages, had a
.shelter tent put up to make a shade, and in a few minutes the man fell

asleep. You can imagine hpw grateful he felt and how much satisfaction

I experienced. So it was in numerous instances. There were wounds of
all possible kinds and in all parts of the body. I worked so hard anil so
long that finally I became so faint and dizzy that I was obliged to go one
side and lie down, fearing [ might fall headlong upon wounded men. In
the afternoon we loaded the ambulances as fast as they came. I remained
till I succeeded in getting every man of the Thirty-seventh loaded. It

was then after dark and there was to bo no more transportation. About
'!*> poor fellows were left there on the ground. They begtred piteously to
lie taken away, and actually cried. Surgeons and nurses remained with
them, expecting to be immediately taken prisoners. Nothing has seemed
NO liard to me since I have been in the service as to go away and Ic.ive

those suffering comrades to fall into the hands of the enemy.

This ainiudonmenc was rendered necessary when the flank

movement to Spottsylvania was decided npon. all for whom any
discription of transportation conld be provided being sent to

Fr.'dericksbnrg. Those v\'ho could walk liad meantime started

"H in advance and were first to reach the city. Their treatment
on entering the ])lace can only be recalled after the lapse of 'iO

years with a tlirill of indignation. Some oUO of them were sur-

rounded by tlie iniiabitants. led by ^Mayor Slaughter, and turned
<'Vrr to a C(Mifede!-ate cavalry force, who immediately marched
rho poor fellows to Iii(dimond as prisoners of war. In fact the

•ifizt-ns of l''rod('rick>burg disjdayed throughout extreme bitter-

lu'ss and hostility to the I'nion wounded and those who minis-

t'-red to them, though motives of prudence prevented any fur-

ther outrarres.
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Very rapidly the little city filled to its utmost capacity with
the wounded. A never ceasing train of wagons wound'down

j

over the famous hights, each with its ghastly, bleeding burden. j

Before the tide from the Wilderness had ceased to flow that from I

Spottsylvania began. It was a terrible jaunt for the poor fellows. 1

Fifteen miles of jolting ride by day and night, over abominable !

roads, constantly growing worse under the incessant use to which . j

they were subjected, was no light trial for men wounded almost f 1

to death, as were thousands of those who thus came. Manv j

died on the way. An unbroken train of army wagons went
j

rumbling and rattling to the front loaded with supplies for the • |

active army, and came rumbling and rattling back loaded with : j

the wounded for whom there were no other means of transporta- t j

tion. To attend the 30,000 sufferers 40 surgeons had been sent i

from the front. The number was utterly inadequate, yet it was I

all that could be spared, for the armies still confronted eacii i

other and the work of death was constantly going on. The V j

handful of medical of«cers worked faithfull}-,* but they were al-
f j

ready worn out with incessant labor and many broke" down en- i \

tirely and had to be sent to Washington for Ciire and rest. The
^ j

assistants and nurses were obliged to devote much of their time
\

to burying the dead, of whom tiie number Avas great. To quote f j

the words of another devoted surgeon at this trying time :
> -'

We are almost \yorked to death; my feet are terribly swollen; yet we ^

cannot rest for there are so many i)oor fellows who are suffering'. All
day yesterday I worked at the operating table. That was the fomth day !

I had worked at those terrible operations since the battle commenced. i

and I have also worked at the tables two whole ni,i;lits and part of an-
other. Oh: it is awful. It does not seem as thou-h I could take a knilc
in my hand to-day, yet there are hundreds of cases of amputation wailini:
for me. Poor fellows come and 1-cj,^ almost on their knees for the i>rivi-

'

\c^e of havinj: the first chance. It is a scene of horror such as I never
'

saw. fiod forbid that ( should ever see another. * * * I see so many ;

prand men droppinj; one by one. They are my ac<iuaintances and friend^. \

They look to me for help and I have to turn away heart-sick at my inability
to relieve their surt'erin'4>.

In this vast assembly thu Thirty-seventh regiment Avas repre-
sented bv nearly a fourth of its members, scattered throu^rhour
the town wherever it might ciiance; order there was nonr. .

'
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[
Afixiuus frieuds came to the city seeking loved ones who were

? su|.posed to be there, but they had no guide and could only

]
'.vaiuler about scanning each face and inquiring everywhere.

f F<it)d aud supplies of every kind were scarce for a time, but the

I irovernment promptly forwarded an abundance, and the two

I
ii.ible Commissions of practical charity,—the Christian and the

f Sanitary,—were early on hand with supplies of delicacies and a

I -trong corps of physicians and surgeous from civil life. Each of

; those organizations was a model in its way, and no sketch of the

irreat civil war can be written without appreciative mention of

tlicir inestimably valuable work. The Sanitary Commission, es-

pecially, had at this time developed its hold upon the hearts of

* the people and the soldiers to a wonderful degree. For the first

J vt'ar and a half of the war its operations though faithful had

I
Ik'Ou on a comparatively small scale from want of funds, buv at

I
that time 6200,000 was received from California, stimulating

outributions from other states, so that thenceforth it never

nveded money. In the spring and summer of 1SG4 numerous

I
extensive fairs were held in the cities of the Xorth, netting large

>unis and enabling the Commission to render invaluable relief to

the sutt'ering and destitute. The entire amount received and

'.Hed by the Commissson was not far from n5,000. 000, and a^^art

from the relief and care afforded, its work in the institution of

i^oldiers* homes, the preparation of vital and sanitary statistics,

liu-" furnishing of information as to missing soldiers, and the

,
collection of their pay, deserves and will ever have the gratitude

I
of the American nation. The Christian Commission, no less

I
devoted, in addition to its labors for the spiritual welfare of the

men, lost no opportunity to minister to their physical needs.

In the lull in the great struggle at Spottsylvania («ne of the

bt-st-known press correspondents with the army spent a ilay at

I'redericksburg, and a few extracts from his impressions Avill be

I
"f especial interest to many readers of this book :

F Tlie city is a vast hospital; cluirches. public buildings, private dwel-

•i»::s, stores, clumbers, atties, baseraeurs. ;ill tall. There are chnusaufls

'i'on the sidewalk. All day lonjr the ;iinbidan<-es have been arrivin;^

'f.-m the field. There are but few wounded left at the front, tliose only

i
whom to remove would be certain death.
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A red flajj has been ilunp- out at the Sanitary Commission rooms,—

a

white one at the rooms ot tlio Christian Commission. There are SO*") vol-

unteer nurses in attendance. . The ^^anitary Commission have 14 wagons
bringing supplies from Belle Plain. The Christian Commission has less

transpt)rtation facilities, but in devotion, in hard work, in ])atient ellort,

it is the compeer of it.s more bountifully supplied neighbor. The nur-ses

are divided into details, some for day service, some for night work.
Each State has its llelief Committee.
How patient the brave fellows are I Xot a word of complaint, but

thanks for the slightest favor. There was a lack of crutches. I saw an
old soldier of the California regiment, who fought with the lamented
Baker at Ball's Bluff, and who had been in m<jre than :l'0 battles, hob-
bling about with the arms of a settee nailed to strips of board. His reg-

iment was on its way home, its three years of service having expired. -*

\

It was reduced to a score or two of weather-beaten, battle-scarred vete-

rans. The disabled comrade could hardly keep back the tears as he saw t

them pass down the street. '• Few of us left. The bones of the boys are on
^

every battle-field where the Army of the Potomac has fought," said he. f

There was the sound of the pick an<l spade in the church-yard, a
*

heaving-up of new earth.—a digging of trenches, not for defense against
the enemy, but for the last resting-place of departed heroes. There they f

lie, each wrapped in his blanket, the last bivouac! For them there is j

no more war,—no charges into the thick, leaden rain-drops.—no more
'

hun-ahs, no more cheering for the dear old tiagl They have fallen, but
,;

the victoiy is theirs.—theirs the roll of eternal honor, side l>y side.— •;

men from Massachusetts, from Pennsylvania, and from Wisconsin,—from «

all the states, resting in one common grave. Peace to them I blessings -

on the dear ones,—wives, mothers, children whom they have left behind.
Go into the hospitals:—armless, legless men, wounds of every descrip-

tion. Men on the door, on the hard seats of churcli pews, lying in one
position all day, unable to move till the nurse, going the rounds, gives

them aid. They must wait luitil their food comes, borne must be fed

with a spoon, for they are as helpless as little children,
" O that we could get some straw for the brave fellows," said the Rev.

>rr. Kimball, of the Clnistian Commi>sion. He had wandered about
town, searching for the article.

'•There is none to be had. We shall have to send to Washington for

it,"' said the surgeon in charge.

Straw! 1 remember two stacks, four miles out on the Spottsylv.ania

road. I saw tliem last niglit as I gall«>ped in from tho front.

Armed with a rcriuisilion from tjie provost marslial to seize two stacks
ot straw, with wagons liriven by frecdnien. accompaided by four Chris-
tian Commission doleL;atcs, away we went across the l>attlo iield of De-
cember, fording Hazel Kun, gaining the hi^hts, and reaching the straw
.stacks owned by Kev. Mr. Owen, a bitter rebel.
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•• IJy whose authority do you take my property?" "The provost
niijrshal, sir." '* Are you goinf^ to p.iy me for it ? " " You must sec the
jrovost marshal, sir. If you are a loyal man, and will take the oath of

jllciriauce, doubtless you will ^et your pay when we have put down the

ui.ellion." " It is pretty hard. My children are just ready to starve.

I liave nothing for the-m to eat, and you come to take my propeny with-
•iit paying for it." "Yes sir, war is hard. You must rememl>er, sir,

I
:U,u there are thousands of wounded men.—your rebel wounded as well
-IS oiu-s. If your cliildreu are ou the point of starving, those men arc on
the point of dying. We must have the straw for them. What we dout

• i.tke to-nisht we will get in the morning. Meanwhile, sir, if anybody
ii ittemi>ts to take it, please saj to them that it is for the hospital, and
3 tl'.L'V can't have it."

?
Jt is evening. Thousands of soldiers just arrived from Washington

1 have passed through the town to take their places in the front. The

i
liills around are white with innumerable tents. A baud is plaviug lively

I
airs to cheer the wounded in the hospitals. I have been looking in at

5 'lie sufferers. TUo or three have gone to their long home. They will
a.fd no more attention. A surgeon is at work upon a ghastly wound.
». iking up the arteries. An attendant is pouring cold water upon a

; ^^voUen limb. In the Episcopal church a nurse is bolstering up a wound-
td i.liicer in the area behind the altar. Men are lying in the pews, on
t.'ie scats, on boards on top of the pews.
Two candles in the spacious building throw their feeble rays into the

'ink recesses, faintly disclosing the recumbent forms. There is hca\'y,
•^tilled breathing, as of constant etfort to suppress cries extorted byacut-
t>t pain.

I'assing into the street you see a group of women, talking about onr

^

A"iituled,—rebel wounded, who are receiving their especial devotit>u.

;
"'^' provost marshal's patrol is going its rounds to preserve order.
starting down the street, you reach the rooms of the Christiau Com-

mission. Some of the men are writing letters for the soldiers, some
<>tini; their nighr-rations, some dispensing supplies. Passing through
'n<- rooms, you gain tiie grounds in the rear,—a beautiful garden once,

—

lor unattractive now. The lir is reiiolent with houcysuckl.j and locust
''oss.iras. The pnmifolia is unfolding its delicate milk-white i)etal*;
'">»-s are opening thrir tinted leavis.

' 'ft^y men are gathered round a summer-house,—warm-hearted men,
* -^iio have been all day in the hospitals. Their hearts have been wrung

•>' the scenes of sutlVring, in the exercise of Christian charity, imitat-
'g the example of the ItedccuuT of men. Tiiey have dis[>onsed food
•"'" the body aud nourishment for the .soul. They have given cups of
'"*i'i water in the name of .fcsus, and prayed with those departini; to rlic

J
^iliiit Land. Tlic moonlight slummors through the leaves of the locusts,

I
IS ii,^.y injjet at that evening hoiir to worship God.
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After sin<,n tier, a chaplain says, " Brethren, I had service this afternoon

in the First Division hospital of the Second Corps. The surgeon in

charge, before prayer, asked all who desired to be prayed for to raise

their hands, and nearly every man who had a hand raised it. Let us re-

member them in our prayers to-nij^ht."

A man in the summer house, so far off that I cannot distinguish him.

says, " Every man in the Second Division of the Sixth Corps hospital

raised his hand for pi-ayers to-night."
j

One who was on the spot thus speaks of the work done at ' i

Fredricksburgby Mrs. Barlow, the accomplished wife of General j

Barlow, who died at Wasliington, July 27, 18G4, of fever con-

tracted in tliis work:
She had in some way gained possession of a wretched-looking pony.

^

and a small cart or farmer's wagon, with which she was continually on
j

the move, driving about town or country in search of such provisions or »

other articles as were needed for the sick and wounded. The surgeon
^

in charge had on one occasion assigned her the task of preparing a bulM-
j

ing which had been taken for a hospital, for a large number of woundt il

j

who were expected almost immediately. The building was empty, con- "
j

taining not the slightest furniture or preparation for the sufferers, save • ^

a large number of bed-sacks, without straw or other material to till •

them. On requisition a quantity of straw was obtained, but not nearly
|

enough for the expected need, and we were standhig in a kind of mute i

despair, considering if it were indeed possible to secure any comfort for

the poor fellows expected, when Mrs. Barlow came in. '* I'll find some

more straw," was her cheerful reply, and in another moment she was

urging her tired beast toward another part of the town where she re-

membered to have seen a liale of the desired article earlier in the day.

Half an hour afterward the straw had been couliscated, loaded upon the

little wagon by willing hands and brought to the hospital. She then .

helped to till and arrange the sacks, and afterward drove about the town

in search of articles which, by the time the ambulances brought in their

freiijht of misery and pain, had served to furnish the place with some

means of alleviation.

Of the visit uf a ministering angel of another type, Dr. Pieed,

a surgeon, .says:

One afternoon, just before the evacuation, when the atmosphere of our

rooms was close and foul, and all were longing for a breath of our pure

northern air, while the m«!n were moaning in pain or were restless with

fi'ver, and our hearts were sick with juty for the surferers, I heard :i

liglit step U|)on the stairs, and hmking up I .saw a youpg lady enter, wb-

l»n>ught with her such an ;itniospliere of calm ;uid cheerful courage, •«»

mu<h freshness, such an uxpressiun of gentle, womanly sympatliy, that ,-

\
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'^

her mere presence seemed to revive the drooping spirits of tlie men, and

!to iixre a new power of endurance throusli the loiij? and painful hours of

suitVring. Fii-st with one, then at the side of another, a friendly word

I liere, a gentle nod and smile there, a tender sympathy with each pros-

I trate sufferer, a sympathy which could read in his eyes his lonffinji for
'

home love and the presence of some absent one—in those few min-

I utos hers was indeed an angel ministry. Before she left the room she

I -ani: to them, first some stirring national melody, then some sweet or

f pliiintive hymn to strengthen the fainting heart, and I remember how the

(notes penetrated to every part of the building. Soldiers with less severe

i wounds, from the rooms above, began to crawl out into the entries, and

V men from below crept up on their hands and knees to catch each note,

I and to receive of the benediction of her presence—for such it was to them.

I
Let it not be supiiosed that these brave men and women con-

l finc-d theii- ministrations to the great hospitals in and about the

I cities or far from the fiehis of strife. Wherever there was siif-

*
ft-ring from wounds or sickness they ^yent, to the field hospitals

I and even along the lines of battle. The Sanitary Commission

j
alone was represented on at least 500 of the 600 battle and skir-

l
mish fields of the war, and an authority already quoted (" Carle-

ton") thus speaks of the work in the field hospitals a little later

iti the campaign:

i I retail in this connection, a hot, dry, sultry day. The sun shone from a

i I'l-.izen sky. The gi-ass and shrubs were scorched, withered, and pow-

I <l«Ted with dust, which rose in clouds behind every passing wagon.

' Kven the aspens were motionless, and there was not air enough to stir

^ th.e long, iithe needles of the pines. The birds of the forest sought the

•li'fpest shade, and hushed even their twitter. It was difficult for men in

'"bust health to breathe, nnd they picked out the coolest places and gave

themselves up to the languor of the hour. It required au earnest effort

^ to do anytliing. Yet throuiih this blazing day men crouched in the

trenches from morning till night, or lay in their shallow ritie-jiits, watch-

ing the enemy.—parcliod, broiled, burned, not daring to raise their heads

'r lift their liands. To do so was to sutler death or wounds.

I
The hospital tents, tliough pitched in the woods, were like ovens, ab-

t R'irliiiifp and holding the he:it of the sun. who>e rays the bran^'lies of the

5 tncs but partially exrluded. Tpon the ground lay the sick and wcnmded,

^vored and sore, with energies exhausted, perspiration oozing from

tirir faces, nerves quivi ring and trembling, pulses taint and feeble, and

lift- cbbiTig away. Their beds wore pine boughs. They lay as thoy came

fi'ii) tlie hattlc-tield, wt-aviug their soiled, torn, and bloody garments,

,

•Jul tantalized by myriails of llies.
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The suifreons in chai-fje were kind hearted aud attentive. Tlu-y um .i

|

all means in their power to raake their {atients comfortable. U'.is tlii- j

the place where the sick Avere to regain their health, far from hunn.- aui
j

friends! With nothing to cheer them, hope was dying out, and desi.oiKl- i

ency setting in; and memory, ever busy, was picturing the dear nl,! : |

home scenes, so painfully iu conti-ast with their dismal present.
j

There were no clouds to shut out the sun, Imt the brazen dome of tlir 1

sky glowed with steady heat. The Christian Commission tent had bem ]

besieged all day by soldiers, wlio wanted onions, pickles, lemuD>. ' j

oranges,—anything sour, anything to tempt the taste. A box of orangi>
j

had been brought from City Point the night before. It was suggostrci <

that they be distributed at once to the sick and wounded. " Certainly. ]

by all means,'' was the unanimous voice of the Commission. I voluu- '. {

teered to be the distributor.
j

Go with me through the tents of the sufferers. Some are lying down.
j

with eyes closed, faces pale, and cheeks sunken. The paleness under-
'

lies the bronze which the sun has burned upon them. Some are half ve- •

clirfing on their elbows, bolstered by knapsacks, and looking in vacancy.

—thinking, jterhaps, of home and kin, and wondering if they will ever

see them again. Others are reading- papers which delegates of the Com-

mission have distributed. Some of the poor fellows have but one Icz; j

others but the stump of a thigh or an arm, with the lightest possibi--
;

dressing to keep down the fever. Yesterday these men, in the full tiili

of life, stood in the trenches confronting the enemy. Xow they are sh.it- '.

tered wrecks, having, perhaps, wife and children or parents dependent

on them ; with no certainty of support for themselves even 1 )ut the small

bounty of government, which they have earned at such fearful sacrifice. ;

But their future will be brightened with tli<! proud consciousness «'i
;

duty done and country saved,—the surviving soldier's chief recompei!-.-
'

for all toil and suffering and privations of the camiJ and field.

As we enter the tent they catch sight of the golden fruit. There is ^^.

commotion. Those half asleep rub their eyes, those partially reclinin.: j

sit up, those lying with their backs toward us turn over to see what ;.»

going on, those so feeble tliat they cannot move ask wh.at is tlie inatti'!". !

They gaze wistfully at our luxiuus burden. Their eyes gleam, but n"t

one of them asks for an orange. They wait. Through the stern <li--

cipline of war they have learned to be patient, to endure, to remain in

suspense, to stand still and to be torn in pieces. They are true heroes!

" \Voul<l yuu like an orange, sir".'" "Thank you." It is .all he ran say. <

lie is lying upon his back. A Minie bull(;t has pas.sed through his body,

and he cannot be moved, lie has a nolile brow, a m:iiily countenanci'.

Tears moisten his eyes ami roll down his sunken cheeks as he tak''> '•

from my hantl.

In one of the wards I came ui>on a soldier wlio had lost his leg the d iv

before. lie was lying upon his side; he was robust, healthy, strong ami
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I 'rive. The hours drafrjied heavily. I stood before hinx and yet he did

I
(,.it see me. He was stabbinji^ his knife into a chip, with nervous ener;jy,

{

tnin;; to forget the pain, to bridge over the lonely hours, and shut the

i.'i >t»m out of the future. I touched his elbow: he looked up.

1
'* Would you like an orange?" ''By jingo! that is worth a hundred

I ilullarsi" He grasped it as a drowning man clutches a chip. "Where
i .lid this come from?" "The Christian Commission had a box arrive

I l;ist night." "The Christian Commission! My wife belongs to that.

I >he wrote to me about it last week,—that they met to make shirts for

I !lie Commission." "Then you have a wife?" "Yes. sir, and three

I children." His voice faltered. Ah! the soldier never forgets home.

I
\U' dashed away a tear, took a long breath, and was strong again.

f "Where do you hail from, soldier?''

? •• From old Massachusetts. I had a snug little home on the banks of

I 'he Connecticut; but I told ray wife that I didn't feel just right to stay

I
there, when I was needed out heie, and so I came and here I am. I shall

I write home and tell ^lary about the Cliristian Commission. I have been

I -Aisliing all day that I had an oransre; I knew it was no use to wish. I

i tUihrt suppose there was one in camp; besides here I am, not able to

I
move a peg. I thank you, sir. for bringing it. I shall tell my wife all

i about it."

^, These expressions of gratitude were not indifferent utterances of court-

I
t'>y, liut came from full hearts. Those sun-burned suflerers recognized

^
thf religion of Jesus in the gift. The Christian religion, thus exempli-

f iie<i. was not a cold abstraction, but a rcility. providing for the health of

-\ 'lie body as well as the soul. It is easy to converse witli those men con-

I
<''rning their eternal well being. They could not oppose a Christianity

f licit manifested such rc-ard for their lx>dilv comfort. Such a relifiion

i Commended itself to their hearts and understandings. Thus the Com-

^
mission became a great missionary enterprise. Farina, oranges, lemons,

i "nioiis. pickles, comfort bags, shirts, towels, given and distributed in

I
tlie name of Jesus, thou.i;h designed for the body, gave strength to the

I
soul. To the quickenetl senses of a wounded soldier parched with fever.

f fir from home and friends, an onion was a stronj^er argument for the

M'ligion that bestowed it than the subtle reasoning of Renan, and a pickle

'^harper than the keenest logic of Colenso!

i An extensive hnmcli of the Fredericksburg hospital was estab-

lishod at Belle Phiin, anil there also the work of organization

^as largely in the hands of the Sanitary Commission. The nia-

l:
ti-rials at hand out of which to construct anything ajiproaching

'•""Mufortabk' quarters for the sutlorers were terribly inade<(uate.

''i\en a large building, generally -piite bare, anil a quantity of

I
iinj.ty bed-sacks, the tireless workers were expected to do the
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rest. The cooking had often to be done in the open air with :>

collection of the most inadequate utensils, and the finding of a
cast-away stove that in other scenes could only have pro'vokcd
derision was a piece of rare good fortune.
But these estaMisiiments were only temporary. As rapidlv

as^ possible the wounded Avere sent forward by transports t".

Washington, whence they were distributed to the comfortal.! •

hospitals in the northern cities, a portion being furloughed to

their homes, while many of the slightly wounded werecnable.l
to return to their regiments. The last transport load left Fred-
ericksburg May 2G, and the surgeons returned to their duties in
the field.





CHAPTEK XV.

SPADES AND BULLETS.

THE CLOSING STRUGGLES AT SPOTTSYLYAXIA.—" BY THE LEFT

FLANK."—CROSSING SWORDS AT NORTH ANNA.—THE DEATH

HARVEST AT COLD HARBOR.

We have said that on the morning of May 13 the Thirty-seventh

regiment fell back from the Angle to a point near the Landrum

house, where it remained that day and into the following uight

with but trifling changes of position, most of the men finally

putting up their shelter tents for protection against the incessant

rain and sleeping whenever there was opportunity. In fact there

was a lull all along the line. The Confederates had settled them-

selves behind their earthworks, strengthened by abatis and slash-

ings in a manner to make them quite formidable. The defenders,

too, had the advantage of formation, and with numerous good

and convenient roads could concentrate their troops at any

threatened point very speedily, their entire position forming a

vast angle, insiJe which it was very convenient to maneuver.

In connection with the main struggle at the Angle on the 12th,

in which Hancock's and Wright's corps had borne the brunt,

Burnside on the Union left and Warren on the right bad 'oeen

ordered to attack in force and had done so sufficiently to show

that there was no hope of making any promising lodgment. It

was decided during the i;Uh. therefore, to swing the Fifth and

Sixth Corps around to the left, connecting the former with

Burnside's left, in the liopc that some undefended point miglit

he foun.l on tlie enemy".^ right Hank where a telling blow could

!.<• struck. Tile Fifth Corps, leaving a thin line to make a show

of strentrth in the works, started on its pilgrimage at 10 o'clock
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that evening. The orders contemplated a circuitous march far
enough to the rear of the Union lines to be secure from observa-
tion, using forest by-roads, fording the Xy river, making thv
way across fields to the Fredericksburg road,"'up which thevMvere
to advance, again crossing the Xy, and going into position from
which to attack, or in case of no serious opposition being en-
countered to advance against Lee's tlank and rear, earlv in tiie

morning. The Sixth Corps was to follow and prolong the line
to the left.

The elements seemed to oppose the plan. The rain still fell

heavily and the mud became terrible. The entire region seemed
to be soaked into one vast quagmire ; the night proved utterlv

]and intensely dark, and the exhausted men floundered about - !

sadly in the effort to make their way through the unfamiliar I 1

forest. Guides had been provided and fires lighted to show the 1

1

way, but the former were dazed by the difficulties of the march, I j

and the latter were extinguislied by the driving rain and the im- i

possibility of obtaining proper fuel. As a result, at the time \

Jippointed for the attack but a few hundred men, and those-
]

almost without organization, were feeling their way against the
j

enemy's skirmish lines. -
•

It was after midnight that the Thirty-seventh were roused. ;

tents struck, and the men, benumbed and almost senseless from \
j

their exhaustion and broken sleep, waited for the signal to march. '

I

which came about -3 o'clock. Tiirough the few remaining hours I

till daylight the column plodded slowly along, the regiment
halting in the early morning, near the hospitals of the Ninth h
Corps to prepare breakfast. In fact no further movement wa.^

':'

made till late in the afternoon. It took a long time to gather
|

tlie fragments of the Fiftli Corps, so seriously scattered bv the I

floundering tiirough the darkness and the mud" the night l)eforf.
f|

and by the time a force was collected adequate to strike a blow ^
worthy the name, the enemy, in force and well intrenched, was ii|

ready to receive it in the old way. In eons.iqueuce the fightiu- -

was nowiiere very serious. The most im]>ortant event of i!iv .

'

day was the occupation of tiie Jett farm, a considerable emiiicn.-r
to the left of and cornmandinu' the position of the Fifth ('(H-p^. M

" i
t:1
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'lliis was seized upon early in the day by a small force of Regu-

lars, who drove away some of the Confederate cavalry and began

to intrench, when they were relieved by Upton's brigade, which

under the personal direction of General Meade proceeded to

make a permanent occupation of the locality. While the brigade

was thus engaged it was assailed by a strong force of rebel in-

fantr\', Upton's men being precipitately scattered and General

Meade himself narrowly escaping capture.

At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon the Thirty-seventh were

ordered under arms, Noill's division being directed to support

Ayres's brigade of the Fiftli Corps in retaking the Jett hill. .
|

Gloving near to the Xy. the men were ordered to unbuckle their

cartridge boxes and liold them with their muskets above their

heads m case they should be called upon to ford the river and I

charge the enemv bevond. But the latter seemed to have aban- i

. . i

"Inned the place, making no attempt to hold it longer, and after
\

some maneuvering and a Inisk shelling of the woods in front,
j

Edwards's Brigade went into position and threw up a line of
\

ritle-pits. !

Here the Thirty-seventh remained for three days without fur-

ther engagement, merely confronting the enemy, each army on

the alert, seeking for an opportunity to strike an etfective blow,

but finding none. Sunday, ^[ay 15. was a bright, calm day.

in every Avay in marked contrast with those which had immedi-

ately preceded it. The location of the regiment Avas on a line

plantation which had hitherto escaped the desolations of warfare.

Its fields were cultivated and charming to an unusual degree, and

everything about it seemed instinct with the better life of ^'ir-

ginia's happy days. It occasioned more than a sigh of regret to

?ee the beautiful inclusures trodden by the marching columns,

torn by the spades of the fortifying squads, desoltited by the axes

of the pioneers.

That afternooji a religious service was held by Chaplain ilorso,

wliich was largely attended by the members of tiie regiment,

;is was a praycr-nueting in the evening held just in the rear

••( tlie ritle-itits. 'i'bese were the lirst religious services since

the day of leaving the camp at Brandy Station—not a long
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period on the calendar, but how eventful in the history of the j'

Thirty-seventh I During the afternoon there was a very severe .»

thunder showei-, renewing the full volume of mud which had *

begun to abate in some degree. Possibly some demonstration had -

been contemplated but for this deluge, as the men were ordered

to pack up, and the skirmish line was advanced some distance

without encountering opposition. If there had been any inten-

tion of a movement it was abandoned. The command waited till |

night-fall for further orders, then pitched their shelter tents once
''

more or laid down upon the wet ground to sleep. i

The regiment now found itself for a time under the command f.

of Lieutenant-Colonel Franklin P. Harlow of the Seventh, an *

officer whose sterling qualities had been well proved during hi.s ^

term of service, especially in the desperate storming of Marye"? f

Hights a year before. Detailed at this time to command the *'

Thirty-seventh, whose own ofticers had been so generally wounded, j

he discharged the duties of that delicate position in a manner ].

to win the admiration of the regiment and the respect of all with •

whom he came in contact. i ,

The soldiers, were early astir next morning, and after drawing

rations waited in expectation of im})ortant orders of some nature.

but none were received. The day passed in rpiiet, and after u

prayer-meeting in the early evening the men slept without dis-

turbance till morning. Nor was the programme varied for the

following day, so far as the Thirty-seventh was concerned, till

evening. Two days before the Second Corps, with the exception

of Birney's division, had been swung back to the Fredericksimrg

road, leaving the Xiuth Corps and Birney to form the Federal •

right. It was now decided, to quietly return the Second Corps :>

its position at the Angle and attack early next morning on the '.

scene of the terrible struggle of the 12th, witii the Sixth Corps i

co-operating. After dark of the 17th, therefore, the Thirty- i

seventh, in common with its fellow-regiments of the corp?.

received orders to prepare to move, and all night was s])ent in a

slow, intermittent, wearisome creeping through the woods and

fields, by trails and by-ways, morning finding the brigade with

Wheaton's near the Ltmdrum house, deploving for the attack. ; I

n
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1 Tiiese two brigades covered tlie right ilank of the Second Corps,

I Mid when the preparations had been completed, at about 5 o'clock,

f u ruler cover of a tremendous artillery fire from the Federal bat-

I uries planted in the front line of the Union works and tiring

t <j\er their heads, the devoted lines moved forward to the assault.

I
It was a memorable scene. From right to left, for miles, the

I artillery crashed and roared, the woods and fields all about

I were filled with howling shot and bursting shell, to which

I the assailed made little reply, but not because they were dismayed

I or absent. Crouchino- behind their works, thev waited till the
f . ...
I

assailants should enter the abatis and become disorganized in

I
the struggle through the slashings and impediments of every

I
sort which filled the entire ground to be charged over. Then,

I
as the Confederate skirmishers were swept back before the strong

I
lines of blue, the restrained tempest broke forth and with shriek

If
aud scream and hissing poured its death blast in the faces of the

Union soldiers. As the hostile works were approached Wheaton's

brigade moved to the right, uncovering Edwards's, which went

•straight forward, up to and over the first line of tlie Confederate

intrenchments. The brave veterans would have gone directly

5 into the jaws of death at the command, and they were not far

I
from that allegoric spot at this particular moment. Hugging

I
the ground and clinging tenaciously to what they had gained,

I
the dauntless fellows waited in terrible suspense for the co-op-

I
^rating lines to make a corresponding advance and relieve them

I 'rom the furious cross fire to which they were now exposed.
- Tliey waited in vain. Tlie task undertaken was too trying, the

-I.inghter would be too terribly certain, the prospect of success

\^a< too remote. The trooi)S to the right and left were breaking

into fragments and scrambliug to the rear as best they could;

I
' bo order to fall back came to the Thirty-seventh. It was about

;»s trying as one to advance, but commander and men knew each

"5!ar better from that moment, ''Steady, Tliirty-sevonth!

"

'MUtiijus Colonul ILirlow, as iliuiigb guiding an alignment on

•"'iv; drill-fit'ld, and with the lirmness of review the regiment

\

fates to the rear and moves back through the tempest of fire to

'ii»' shelteriniT earthworks from which it had come.
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f

" We went in, lost some men and came out a^ain—that is all

there was to it,"" said a gallant officer speaking of the part taken

in this assault b}'^ the Thirty-seventh, and that was true of the

entire o}>eration. It had cost some six or seven hundred men

and had amounted to nothing. The regiment had been very

fortunate in having but two men killed—Sergeant Ira Larkins
j,

and Charles T. Wiug of Company H—and 19 wounded, includ-

ing Sergeant ^lajor Hubbard M. Abl^ott in the hand. So with

its rapidly shrinking line shortened by ten files for which it

could only point to the fact of having penetrated further into

the deadly jungle than any other ]>ortion of the assaulting line;,

the Thirty-seventh turned its face once more toward the left^

and used up the rest of the day in marching back to the vicinity

of the Anderson house, crossing the Xy once more and getting

into line of battle on the extreme Federal left.

By this time the tired men, who had been without sleep for -iu

hours and incessantly marching and fighting for 24, were quite

ready to lie down anywhere and sleep, but at 2 o'clock they were

again called up and soon as it was light moved some two mik-s h
to the left and front, near the river Po. Formidable rifle pits f

in the rear of the advance line were constructed by details from
|^>

the several regiments of the brigade, and for two days the Thir-

ty-seventh, with the exception of continual duty ujjon the skir-

mish line, occupied these works in peace. Each evening a :^i

prayer-meeting was held in the grove of pines close to the rilk- |-

pits, and, as so often thenceforth to the close of the struggle,

the bronzed and bearded warriors turning from scenes and

thoughts of bloodshed to hold reverent communion with their

linker forniod a touching ;ind iinjtrcssive ])icturo.

On the r.»th Kwt'lTs cordis of Lee's army sallied -out from

bc-hind its breastworks and by a rapid movement swung around

upon the Fredericksburg road, now used as the direct line ot

communication iiy the Army of the I'otomac with its l)ase ;ii

Afpiia Crrok, and jiouncod upon, a wairon train. .\. sharp figlif

at once ensued in whirli thu principal part was taken on tli*- .^

Union sule by a division of heavy artillery ligliting as infantry, ^
which under the command of (icneral K. 0. Tvk-r had recently

u
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I)cen attached to the Second Cor2%s. This being the first battle

I
in which these men had taken part, they went into it with

» an enthusiasm which was simply irresistible, and, though at

I
licavy loss on their own part, drove the assailants back to their

jj

works, several hundred prisoners being taken.

I
The struggle which had continued for 15 days was now ended

' and preparations were made for a further movement by the left

flank toward Eichmpnd. Thus far during the campaign the

I
losses of the Union army had amounted to over 40.000 men, and

I
even these enormous hgurcs do not adequately express the mag-

i nitude of this continual carnival of horrors. During all this

I
time the men had been fighting by day and marching and man-

ieuvering by night, constantly under tire, until many had bitterly

broken down from want of sleep and the continual strain upoii

I
the nervous systems. According to the best estimates the Con-

I federate loss had been not far from 20,000; and this, though

I numerically so much less than the Union loss, was unquestiona-

^
bly a more serious blow to the government behind the army.

I TheSixtlr Corps had been selected to cover the withdrawal of

I
the army from in front of Lee, and till noon of the 21st remained

I
in its intrenchments. The Second Corps started on its march

I
early in the night of the 20th, the Fifth Corps followed next

I
niorning, and that afternoon Burnside also went, leaving AVright

, alone on the old battle-field. But a like movement liad been

I
made on tlie part of the Confederates, Anderson's cor])s moving

f out during the night of the 20th and Ewell's in the morning,
sd that as the day closed Hill alone confronted Wright. The
march of Lee's columTi was straight toAvard his Ca]nTal by the

I
Telegra.ph road, parallel to the movement of the Army of the

/ I'otomae, l)ut as the latter had to take a less direct route, more

[

f" the eastward, (Jeneral Lee intended to interpose across the

\
line of the Federal advance iti time to ]u-event immediate danger
'|» liichmond, and this ho was able to tlo, as we shall soon see.

Aliout noon (unoral Wright concentrated his forces in tjie

strong works on tlu' elevated ground about the Gayic house,

and later General llill. thinking to feel the retiring corps, made
•i vigoi-DUS attack, driving in the .skirmishers and at one point
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making a lodgment in the line. But his forces were speedily

driven out and the niaguiticent firing of the Sixth Corps artil-

lery sent his four lines of battle back to their works in confu-
j

sion. The loss of the Thirty-seventh in this little engagement
j

was James Moran of Company C killed and six men wounded. I

About 10 o'clock that evening the corps withdrew from its in-
]

trenchments and followed in the track of those that had pre-
]

ceded it, the skia-mish line under command of Captain Loomis
being extricated in the darkness with much effort but without

\

loss. The march continued all through the night, but had the

advantage over some of the night marches which had preceded

it that steady progress was made without the vexation of fre- \

quent halts and delays; yet even at the best the men were sadly
|

jaded and worn and welcomed the halt of early morning at I

Guiness Station for coffee, followed by a rest till 2 o'clock in the \

afternoon. The men generally devoted these hours to sleep, the j

day proving oppressively warm, though not all could resist the ?

temptation to make limited excursions in the neighborhood in
{

the interests of the individual commissary department.
\

The present movement of the army was through one of the

richest and finest sections of Virginia, and one which had thus •

far experienced no more serious visitation than the occasional ;

dash of a cavalry column; the country was gently undulating,

with frequent fine estates and extensive plantations, the wide

fields being generally in a state of cultivation quite charming to

the eye.

During the respite cannonading had been heard in the direc-

tion of Bowling Green, but the roar of artillery had smitten the

ears of the men so long and incessantly that this fresh outbreak

scarcely provoked speculation. As the column moved in the

afternoon in that direction, some reminiscences of the campaign
of the previous ilay—which now seemed removed by such a dis-

tance of time and event—were recalled by passing the house in

Avhich "Stonewall" Jackson had (lied a year before of the

Avounds received at Cluincellorsvillo. Bowling Green was passed

and the column turned due south, pressing on till Calker's Store

was reached, where a halt was nuide for the ni^ht, much to the
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rvlief of the men, Avho were quite exhausted from the heat of

liie diiv, their previous condition and the scarcity of food, which

:iinong officers and men was generally quite consumed. At the

close of the day's march the First Division, which had been in the

a'lvance, fell to the rear and the Second Division, going to the

front, formed in line of battle and built temporary breastworks

of rails behind which they slept soundly till morning.

>«cxt morning the march was resumed soon after 8 o'clock,

the Army of the Potomac moving toward Hanover* Junction in

three columns,—the Fifth Corps, followed by the Sixth, on the

right, the Ninth in the center and the Second on the left. Late

;is was the hour of starting, the men of the Thirty-seventh went

without their breakfasts, simply because they had nothing to eat

except in the rare cases where they had been able to obtain some-

thing by purchase or forage ; but at noon a halt was made and

five days* rations were drawn—a serious addition to the burdens

1 arried by the men, though a very welcome one. An hour later

the march was resumed, and as the afternoon wore away the un-

mistakable crash of battle was heard in front.

At Hanover Junction the Fredericksburg and Kiehmond rail-

road, which ran nearly due south, was crossed by the Virginia

Central coming in from the northwest, whence the two, a few

miles apart, ran nearly parallel to Eichmond. A mile or two

before reaching the Junction the Nortli Anna river Avas encount-

fred, which like most of those in that part of Virginia runs in a

ireneral southeasterly direction. A few miles below the Xorth

;ind South Annas unite, forming the Pamunky, which before

reaching the sea joins the ]Mataponv, and the two lose their

i'lentity in the York river. Panillel to the Xorth Anna and

-onie two miles from it Hows Little river, a tributary of the

>^outli Anna, and between the two first named, in a position

strong bv nature and which he hastened to improve by fortitica-

ti'Tis, General Lee had again planted his army across the path

•'f the Union advance.

Hancock's column .-truck the Xorth Anna at the Fredericks-

burg railroad luul the turnpike bridge a mile above, tlie latter

•'L'ing the only passage practicable for his troops, and tlie approacii
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to this was commanded by some eavtlnvorks Avhicli hud been built

at the time of tlie Chaucellor.sville campaign and were nu.>

manned by the Confederates who liad just" reached the sceni-.

A charge was made by Biruey's division which resulted in tii..

capture of the works with some of tlie defenders, and gave th*/

Union sokliers command of one end of the bridge while t!u-

enemy held tlie other. This })osition was held during the niglir.

frequent efforts of tlie rebels to burn the bridge being frustrated.

On the right General Warren had reached the river at Jericho

Mills, four miles above, where a very dithcult ford was found,

guarded only by a skirmish line. Scrambling down the steep

rocky banks and wading the stream waist deep, General Bart-

lett's brigade of Griffin's division secured footing on the other

side, a ponton bridge was hastily laid, and the whole corps, parr

wading and part using the bridge, crossed and established a line-

half a mile from the river. While the intrenching was beiu^'

done a characteristic Southern assault was made by Wilcox's and

Heth's divisions of Ilill's corps, which at one ])uint gained sonic

advantage ; but a well-directed artillery tire drove them back i:i I ^

confusion, and the Sixth Coriis. which had bv this time reacht'i ^

the north bank of the river, was not needed and did not cru-- | :

the river till the next morning. General Warren liadestablisln-il f ]

his position, had captured nearly a thousand prisoners, ami th-- -
'

prospect was regarded as quite cheering. At 3 o'clock in tii'
'

morning of the ^ith the Tliirty-seventh crossed the river in C'^n-
,

nection with the rest of the corjis and (juietly waited through tic- y
>

day for developments. At that part of the held there was ii"
-

considerable engagement, and many of the soKliers seized th''

opportunity to bathe in the Xorth Anna—a}irivilege, it does u-:

need to be said, of which they had long felt the need. Ar '
;

o'clock the regiment advaiK^ed to relieve a i)ortion of the Fiftii v 1

Corps in the front line, and remained in their intrenchment?
|

through the night, exposed to a very severe thunder shower, the v
|

vivid lightning aiul loud thiunk'r Hashing and crashing throuu'l'- ?

the forest in a reruarkaide maniier while the rain poured down '•'
•

torrents.

The promise of the initial movements had not 1)een borne ou". :
^
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l.v the events of tlie day, and it \vus found that the Confederate

1;irmy was really in a position of exceptional strength. Lee's

center still rested upon tlie Xorth Anna between tlie two cross-

I
:rigs made by the Union wings ; liis left had been thrown back

I
to Little river upon which it rested securely, the line facing

I
altout due north and extending from river to river, a distance of

I
about a mile and a half, like a A^all of iron. His right was pro-

f ticted by the Hanover marshes, south of the Junction, the gen-
' era! facing of his right wing being to tlie eastward. Lee's

j>osition was thus compact, admirably adapted for the concentra-

I
lion of force to any threatened point, and assailable only by

I
direct front attack. The two wings of the Union army were

I separated by miles of distance and two crossings of the river,

I
clTective co-operation between them was out of the question, and

I
the generals commanding were reluctantly forced to the conclu-

sion that some more promising field must be sought. The retir-

ing of Lee's left to Little river had obliged him to uncover the

Central railroad, and this Meade proceeded to destroy for several

miles, while Warren still strove to push his left through to con-

g iiect with HaucN3ck. But the enemy had been reinforced, both

f from the Shenandoah valley and by Pickett's division fromsouth

i"f
liichmond, and his lines were everywhere firmly maintained.

At 8 o'clock in the morning of the 2oth the Tliirty-seventh

inarched toward theiront, crossing the Central railroad at Xoel's

I
>ration and advancing to the Anderson plantation, where the

f !»rigade in two lines formed on the right of Sweitzer's brigade of

i 'he Fifth Corps. In the afternoon the whole line moved a short

I distance to the left, when the men were set to work building

-'•rtitications, laboring all through the niglit and tearing down
'iroe negro cabins to obtain logs for the purpose. A heavy

I "howcr occurred during the night, and much rain fell the follow-

I
if!g day, when most of the men not at work on the pits were

J
detailed for duty on the skirmish line, where a brisk tiring was

f, '•'•pt up, though fortunately none of rlie Thirty-sevontJi were hurt,

r 'i'lie movement of the Army of the Potomac ** by the left ilank

i. '^vard Pichmond" was resumed that evening, and the march

I
"'^liieh resulted proved one of the hardest of the manv hard





324 SPADES AXD BULLETS.
'f 5

marches of the campaign. Tlie regiment proper, or rather tli.

handful of men accompanying tlie colors, moved soon after dark

and marched steadily and as rapidly as possible all night. A
large part of the men, however, were on the skirmish line an'i

did not get across the river till daylight, wlien they pushed on

at the top of their speed to overtake their fellows. The rain of

the previous day had softened tlie ground, making all the road-

difficult and exhausting, especially to the men of the Thirty-

seventh, who were now passing their second consecutive nigii:

entirely without sleep. As usual, the Vnion army was obliged

to make a long detour to reach roads which would secure tli-.-

movement from observation, and in consequence they wcnr

across lots, through woods and by cross roads, over ditches an«i

fences, through fields of corn and grain, crossing the Fredcrick---

burg and Eichmond railroad at Chesterfield Station. But th''

difficulty of the route was not the only tax upon the endurance

of the soldiers. Again they were without food. For two day-

they had nothing to eat except two rations of fresh beef. aii'I

during this time they were being taxed to the utmost both dny 1
'

and night. It scarcely needs to be said that of the 311 memlx-r-
| ;

of the Thirty-seventh at this time present for duty, not one couM * ,

have been properly termed a well man; yet the exigencies of |
f
i. •

f:

the service were reeoijuize<l bv all, and each was making hero:'

exertions to meet the terrible and incessant calls. v

The march continued all through the 27th, General Fais^er. -

,

division leading the corps, preceded by a strong cavalry fur.
|

which during the forenoon reached and occupied Hanover Tow:.,

the immediate objective point of the army. The day being vi-r •

||

warm, the mud was soon toleral»ly dried, the roads being in I'.-
"

?]

condition otherwise and leading through a charming section •
-

!

j

the country, but the sutferingsokliery had little eye now for natinv
•

^
J

beauty; oh, that they might lie down in the cool shade in rh'-'-

jl
green tields to sleej^ and rest!

A halt was made for the night a few miles from the PanuinV;:

and the men slei)t heavily till early morning when they W'

aroused and at 5 o'clock the march was resumed, the Th;:' •

seventh leading the corps. The river was crossed at half-p;i>"'
~

P

i
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I
and some two miles beyond the line of battle was formed, the

Thirty-seventh being deployed as skirmishers and the remain-

I
dcr of the brigade proceeding to intrench, the lines running

I through a vast corn-field. There the entire corps remained till

I
the rest of the army crossed the river and went into position,

s? while the cavalry pushed to the front to ascertain as definitely as

(possible where the Confederate army was next to be encountered;

for there was no doubt that Lee, having the shorter route and

I perfect knowledge of the country, had interposed between the

\ Army of the Potomac and Richmond, which was now less than a

I day's march distant.

The crossing of the Pamunkey had placed the army on the

famous '"Peninsula," and the Federal advance had already

reached the ground occupied by McClellan's outposts two years

before. The cavalry found the enemy in considerable force at

Hawes's Shop on the Hanover road, a severe engagement result-

ing in which Sheridan held the ground, and next day the differ-

ent corps were pushed forward on reconnaissances to develop the

intentions of the foe.

Late in the afternoon of Sunday, the 29th, the Thirty-seventh

received the orders they had all day been cautioned to expect,

knapsacks were slung and the column moved away toward Han-
over Court House. A halt was made at midnight; the men threw

themselves down beside the road or wherever opportunity pre-

sented and rested till early morning. The march thus far had

been in support of General Russell's division, but on the morn-
ing of the 30th the Thirty-seventh took the lead, moving down
the railroad as far as Peake's Station, cuttinir the telegraph wires,

destroying the track and burning the buildings at the station.

A fuw hours later the corps commenced retiring, Edwards's

brigade, strengthened by four additional regiments and a battery,

lu'ing constituted the rear guard. These moved back slowly to

Crump's Mills, skirmishing with the Confederate horseman all

the way, and on reaching that point went into position on the

O'ctreme right of the corps, the Thirty-.^evonth sup[^orting a bat-

'ry. Here the niglit and the following ilay v.ore j-assed wiiii no

iUrther incident, tiiough the sounds of continual artillery firing
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came up from the left. In fact the other corps, whicli had ad-

vauced on the direct roads leading to Richmond, encountered

such opposition as to show the Confederate army in force along

the Totopotomy, and after some sharp fighting it was decided

to move still further to the left, since if Lee was forced from

his present position it would only be to take a stronger one be-

hind the Chickahominy and the impregnable Richmond defenses.

A movement was therefore planned by way of Cold Harbor,* a

hamlet where many important roads converged. The place was

seized by Sheridan's cavalry on the afternoon of the 31st, pre-

liminary to its occupation by the Sixth Corps leading the Army
of the Potomac and by a column from General Butler's command
south of Richmond.

A brief sketch must now be given of the operations of the

Army of the James and of the Union cavalry up to this time.

It will be remembered that early in February an attempt had I

been made at the suggestion of General Butler to force a small,

swiftly moving column from his army through the Richmond de-

fenses for the purpose of liberating the Union prisoners confined

in that city and on Belle Island and in the James River near it.

This attempt had failed, as had a cavalry movement from the

Army of the Potomac direct a few weeks later under General

Kilpatrick and Colonel Dahlgren, the latter being killed. Thi-

enemy were found on the alert and the works proved too stroni:

to be forced. But with the deadly grapple between the main

armies in full progress and Butler's forces also operating from

the other side of the Confederate Capital, it seemed that a bold,

strong dash might prove successful, and after clearing the way

for the advance of the infantry to Spottsylvania, General Sher-

idan with a powerful cavalry eolumn made his way directly

toward Richmond. Destroying railroads, public property ami

stores, he pushed on with slight opposition till Yellow Tavern

was reached, not more than ten miles due north of Richmond.

Hero, on the 11th, Sheridan found himself confronted by Gen-

eral J. K. B. Stuart at the head ol' a .strong force of Soutlu-rn

" rUii n iT:ii i-i variously ^ivi:ii by diiTerciit aiuhoriti;;s as CoUl Harbor, Coal Hnrbor, d-*'
Arbor, etc. i hive used the first spelling as probably the more correct.
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cavalry. A severe battle eusued in wliicli the Confederate

leader and General James B, Gordon, commanding one of his

brigades, were mortally wounded. The loss of Stuart was a very

lieavy blow to the Southern army, his abilities as a cavalry

leader being recognized through both armies. Lieutenant-Gen-

eral Wade Hampton was his successor in the command of Lee's

oavalry. Having driven the enemy from his path, Sheridan

pushed straight toward Richmond, and Custer's brigade suc-

ceeded in carrying the first line of works and ca])turing a hundred

prisoners; but, as in other cases, the inner lines proved too strong

to be forced. The column swept away to the southward, de-

feating every force which attempted to oppose it, made a junc-

tion with the Union troops on the James, procured supplies and

returned leisurely to the Army of the Potomac, which it re-

joined on the 25tli in the vicinity of the North Anna. One of

the best results of the raid was the recapture of 400 L''nion pris-

oners on their way to Kichmond from the AVilderness.

Simultaneously with the advance of the Army of the Potomac

against Lee, General Butler began his prescribed operations on

the south side of "Richmond. His force, comprising some 35,000

men of all arms, consisted of General ^\. F. Smith's Eighteenth

Corps, containing the divisions of Generals Brooks, Weitzel and

Hiuks—the latter colored troo]is,—and General Q. A. Gillmore's

LVntli Corps, summoned for the occasion from South Carolina and

Comprising the divisions of Generals Terry, Ames and Turner,

fieueral Kautz commanded the cavalry division attached to the

Anny of the James. Making a demonstration as though lie in-

tended to operate on the ])enin3ula by McClellan's old route,

iWitlor suddenly transferred his troo}is by transport to the James,

'ip which he advanced to City Point, within 15 miles of Pich-

moud, where lie landed and proceeded to intrench strongly at

Hermuda Hundred, a small peninsula in the vicinity, where his

Ilanks rested on the river and Avereprntrctcd by the gun-boats of

I'lie fleet. From tliis strongliold raiding parties were pushed out
*

' >ti'ike the liichinund and Pcicrjbuig railroail, oidy a few

"liU's in front, but found theinselvfs confronted by P)eauregard's

•'''ininand, whii-h Imd been hurried up from Soufli Carolina with





328 SPADES AXI) I5ULLETS.
]

all the reinforcements that could be gathered on tlie way. Sev-

eral engagements of minor importance occurred, the road ^\-d< \

effectually destroyed and Kautz's cavalry set forth on a raid ii» :-

j

the westward, while Butler with his main force faced toward ] \

Richmond and advanced, pressing back the enemy's outpost.-,
j

till his further immediate progress was checked by a strong line :
j

of works. While the two armies thus confronted each other ;
j

Beauregard struck his antagonist a severe blow at Drewry'a -

]

Bluff on the morning of May IG. Everything favored the Con- ••

j

federates. A heavy fog prevailed, covering perfectly their mo\ c- I

ment ; their forces were advantageously disposed to strike tlit.-
j

Union army in front, flank and rear ; while the Federal line w;i>
|

so extended as to be everywhere weak and about as badly dispo>iii i {

as possible for defensive purposes. The Southern commander*? -'

J
plans were well laid for the complete overthrow of his antagonisr, |

but some of them miscarried, while the stubborn resistance of thr 1

Union soldiers prevented a rout in any pai-t of the line, thouiili
j

General Smith was obliged to fall back to protect his commuiii- r i

cations. As a result General Butler retired again behind In-
j

defenses at Bermuda Hundred, where his position was quite iin- I

pregnable. Beaurugard, constructing a parallel line of work>. •

sat down to watch his foe, dispatching one division of his arm}

to Lee's assistance.

General Grant, on hearing of tlie result of General ButkrV

movement, directed the latter to send him all the troops of lii-^

command save such as might be necessary to hold the position

at City Point, and accordingly General Smith was dispatchu'

with four divisions under Generals Brooks, Devens, Martindal-

and Ames—the two former well known and honored in the Ann)

of the Potomac. These went by transports to "White lIoa-~<- 1

Grant's new base of supplies on the Pamunkey, Avhence tli>;>

marched to Cold Harbor. Beauregard at the same time ?o:.'.
,

j

another division to rcinfdrco Lee. -If; I

Sheridan liaving gained possession of favoralde ground at I.'"' •

^

Harbor un the afternoon of tl\e 31.-t uf ^f:iy was directed to Ik'M

atanv cost, while Wri-^^ht was in>tructed to hurrv with his i"!-'

from the ritcht at Hawes's Shu]) to his support. The Sixth Corp- |
|

P
'^

I
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was ordered to be at Cold Harbor by daybreak if this were possi-

i,le,—which it manifestly was not. The orders were not received

till well into the night, the distance to be marched was more

than 15 miles over a region intersected in every direction by

narrow, half-defined and nnmarked roads, puzzling even in broad

ilay and quite untreadable in the darkness of a moonless night.

The Thirty-seventh were called from slumber at midnight, the

officers^ horses were saddled and the men packed their blankets

ready for an immediate start, but as the orders were not re-

ceived to move one after another settled down to sleej? again,

and so the night passed till morning came. Then the march

was taken up and steadily pursued, and seldom had the brave

men struggled through a more severe ordeal. The day proved

intensely hot, the sun burning down with a lurid, brassy glare

tliat seemed to broil the human tlesh on which it fell; the way

led through sandy plains, heated to the intensity of a vast fur-

nace, from which the most terrible clouds of dust arose, not only

high into the air, disclosing every movement to the watchful

enemy, but as Avell choking the breath and blinding the vision of

the gasping men who were marching through them. Every-

where the sun-stroke did its deadly work—men fell blinded and

gasping from the ranks, strong, brave men who on a dozen

deadly fields had looked death in the face witliout quailing, con-

'luered now by the long, unceasing strain to which they had been

subjected and the mighty power of the elements.

As the Sixth Corps approached its destination it met the ad-

vance of Smith's column, which had been hurried forward with-

out waiting for its wagons or ammunition, but by a mistake in

its orders had marched several miles out of the way, and was

now coming in through tlie sultry heat in a fearful state of ex-

inustion owing to its inexperience in heavy marching. Yet its

"Spirit was as brave ami true as any in tlie service, as it had just

proved in one of the most ferocious contests of the war: and now
it was ordy anxious to fight by the side of the veterans of the

Armv of the Potomac and win their ap}>roval.

A furious ellort had been made that morning by Korsliaw's

division to drive Sheridan from his position, but the plucky
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cavalry leader dismounted his men and fought them as iufantrv

with such
.
address that the assailants with broken ranks wore

glad to retire. Meanwhile the Confederates had become aware

of Grant's intention and when Wright's corps marched for Cold

Harbor Anderson's did the same, while Lee's three divisions al-

ready at or near that point closed down to present a strong front.

As the Sixth Corps moved up the road leading from Old Cold

Harbor to Cold Harbor proper it went into position on the left

of the road, Eicketts's division next the road, Eussell's on its

left and Neill's covering the flank and in reserve. The Vermont
Brigade formed the extreme left and was supported by Edwards's

Brigade in one line. On the right of the road was Smith's

column, Devens's division connecting with the Sixth Corps and

Brooks's on its right, while Martindale's was refused to cover the

Bethesda Church road. General Ames's being detached for other

duty.

As soon, as the lines were formed and the men had rested

somewhat after their severe exertions in getting there the order

to advance was given and nobly responded to. The enemv Avas

posted in a heavy forest behind the shelter of rifle-pits, to reacli

wljich it was necessary to cross a wide open field; but the firm

battalions of Deveus and the right of the Sixth Corps went across

"with a cheer, drove the rebels from their works and held them,
capturing some (loo prisoners. The heaviest fighting was in tlu'

vicinity of the Cold Harbor road, naturally enough, but the

shock was felt along the whole line. As the advance was made
it was found that the Vermont Brigade was flanked by the

enemy's extended line, especially endangering the Fifth reg-

iment. The Fourth Brigade was at once hurried at double-

fpiick to the threatened flank, throwing out a heavy lino vi

skirmishers and holding the enemy in check till night, when a

line of rifle-pits was quickly thrown up. During this movement
the Thirty-seventh lost Corporal Tliomas J. Crandall of Com-
]>any H killed and five or six wounded.

Finding it imiioisiljle to carry the second line of Confederate
Works with the force at hand. Generals Wright and Smith took

proinpt measures to secure wliat had already been gained, in-
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trenching strongly in the edge of the woods. The pickets fired

incessantly and the artillery furiously from both sides, and even

nightfall did not close the contest. Repeated etforts were made
by the Southern soldiers, lasting far into the night, to regain

what they had lost, but they found their i)urpose anticipated as

often as repeated and finally they gave up the useless sacrifice of

hfe.

The Union army was now concentrated for the inevitable trial

of battle. The Second Corps was brought from its position far

to the right to prolong the Union line to the left, and their ar-

rival the following day relieved Neill's division, which passed to

the right of the Sixth Corps and took the place of Devens's divi-

sion. Throughout the Fourth Brigade there Avas the greatest

anxiety to catch even a glimpse of General Devens, the former

brigade commander, and after the commands separated there

was renewed interest in the fact that Edwards's Brigade was

brought close to Stannard's brigade of Martindale's division, in

which were the Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh

Massachusetts regiments. The latter was composed of friends

and school-mates of the members of the Tenth and Thirty-

seventh, having been raised in the western counties of the state,

and during the following days there was many a hearty greeting

;ts acquaintances and relatives grasped each other by the hand.

This regiment had proved itself worthy of its origin, having done

faithful duty whenever called on, suffering especially atDrewry's

Bluff and severely in the action of the first day at Cold Harbor;

but a still greater trial was in store for it on the following day,

wlien it was to lose its gallant commander, ]\[ajor Walker, and
near half its remaining meml^ers in the vain attempt, thrice

repeated, to penetrate the enemy's lines.

General Devens's division was placed on the right of Smith's

line, the Second Corps was moved down to connect with it, and
the Xinth placed in Warren's rear. The Union army was thus

niade compact and strong and orders were issued to each cor})S

'ommander to assault with his entire force next morning at lialf-

pa.st 4. The night of June 2 was nuirked by a severe rain

J'torni, which was rather welcome as atfording a grateful relief





t1

tj

33^ SPADES AXD BULLETS.

from the terriblo heat and dust wliich had lately prevailed, and
the men had long since ceased to regard a drenching as of any
consequence. All night long the sputter and crack of the picket
firing could be heard through the storm, and sometimes a line of
battle would for real or fancied cause send its volleys hurtling
through the darkness. It was a wild, restless night, fitting prc''-

lude for the day which was to come.
It may be doubted if the history of modern warfare contains

a parallel of the battle of Cold Harbor on the morning of June
3, 186-i, in the briefness of the struggle, the extent of the move-
ment, the bloodiness of the repulse and the want of definite
purpose in the attack. General Lee's position was some six-

miles in front of the main line of the Ptichmond defenses. His
right rested on tlie marshy bank of the Chickahominy, whence |-

his lines ran in nearly a straight course over favorable 'ground a t'
little to the west of north, his left covered and protecte°d bv the |
swampy regions about the head-waters of the Totopotomy.

'

At- |
tack was therefore only possible in front and the entire space
between the two lines was swept by a cross fire of the Confed-
erate artillery and i ufantry. Th e corps of Warren and Burnsidc
were practically out of the conllict, for the line of the former
was so long and weak and the ground in his front so difficult that
he was doubly estoi)ped from offensive operations, while tlie

Ninth Corps had been thrown to the rear of the Fifth as a pro-
tection to the weak Federal right flank. The ground to be
fought over was almost exactly that of the battle of Gaines's Mills
during the Peninsular campaign, with the difference that Leo
now occupied the ground which ilcGlellan then held, thou-h
the line of battle of the latter Juul faced nearly north with his
left resting on the Chickahominy.
Upon Hancock, Wright and Smith, therefore, devolved the

task of attem]itiug to break the enemy's lines and drive him back
into the strong works about Uichmond, and at the appointed
hour, almost at the moment dosi-nated, the three corps swept over
the works in thvir front, into the valley of death. The Federal
artillery behind tlu-m was worked with desperate energy, but il

eoul.l not at once siienee the Confederate batterie.s, whieli .scut
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their mangling storms through the advancing ranks, while the

iloihing ripples of the still more deadly musketry fire lighted

np the crests of the breastworks for miles away to right and left.

' How the crasli and roar of innumerable cannon resounded and

et-hoed ! How the missiles of every description tore througli air

and forest and earth ! How the great clouds of white smoke

rose like a friendly veil to shut out the sights too horrible for

mortal vision !

In a few minutes—minutes which seemed ages—the struggle

was over. Ever^'wliere the result had been the same. The main

intrenched line had been found too strong for human valor to

penetrate
;
great numbers of the bravest and best of the Sons of

Freedom had laid down their lives in the unequal contest, and

then the shortened and decimated lines had fallen back. But

only for a few yards—only to the nearest point where the brave

fellows, lying prone upon the ground, could burrow themselves

into the sheltering earth and hold fast to what with such sacrifice

tliey had been al)le to gain. How quickly with the most inade-

quate tools this work was done ! How perfect the heroism whicli,

lialting within a stone's throw of an enemy's impregnable posi-

tion, from which they had just been bloodily repulsed, enabled

I
men to perform such work ! All througli the remainder of the

^ day these advanced positions were held, in some cases not more
^ than 15 yards from the enemy's lines, though the Confederates

made strenuous efforts to dislodge the persistent occupants.

The day passed without further attempt to advance, and after

dusk some of the more exposed detachments were withdrawn to

more favorable i)0siti(>ns, and a furious counter attack by tiie

Confederates met with a firm repulse by the troops of Han-

fock's and AVrighfs corps.

During the engagement of the 3d the Thirty-seventh was in

the supporting line, Edwards's Brigade being formed in the rrar

of "Wheatou's in two lines, and when the latter pushed forwaid

impetuously Edwards's advanced and occupied the line whicli

IVvens's division had cliarged on the first day of the fight. Here

the regiment remained through tiio day, exposed to a severe tire

which was almost iucL-ssant. losing Erastus !'>. IVase of ('ompany
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I killed, with 13 woiindefl, several fatally. The night was (U-

voted principally to strengthening the lines, and the following

day passed without other excitement than guarding against the

bullets of sharp-shooters, who had now become so active and

numerous that momentary exposure on any part of the Federal

lines was an invitation to wounds or death. Even the hospitals
j

were placed behind rifle-pits, and the whole camp became one
j

vast system of burrows. At night of the 4th the Thirty-seventh
|

were relieved by the Second Ehode Island, went a short distance

to the rear and enjoyed one night's sleep freed from the burden

of equipments and undisturbed by flashing mnskets and hissing

bullets.

The following day saw the brigade line further shortened by

the departure for home of the Second Ehode Island, their term

of service having expired, leaving behind tlie re-enlisted men
and recruits which were temporarily attached to the Thirty-

seventh and formed into an independent? battalion of three com-

panies under Captain Rhodes, a veteran and an excellent officer.

Large details from the regiment were now kept continuallv on

the picket line, where the duty was especially dangerous and J

considerable losses were sustained. On the oth Robert Elder of
|

Company H and Clarkson 11. Decker of Company I were killed :

and several wounded, including Captain Donnelly of Company
;

I and Lieutenant Gcoro-e X, Jones, at that time servinof on the

statf of Colonel Edwards,—the former in the head and the latter

in the arm. 2kIore perhaps to be dreaded than the bullets was . j

the stench of the unburied corpses lying between the lines in the »

hot sun, but it was not till a change in tlie wind bore the efflu-

vium to the Confederate nostrils in fall force that thev would

consent to a truce for the purposes of burial. Assent was finally

given on the afternoon of the 6th, picket firing ceased for a few

hours, and the entire region between tlie lines was filled with a

throng of wearers of the Blue and the Gray, shaking hands cor-

dially and conversing as tiiey proceeded with the horrilde work

which had brouglit them togcrher. Tlioy would return to tlu'ir

works in a .sliorciiine and immediately resume their best ellorts

to kill eaeli oihrr, but tlu";re were thanks for even this rift in the
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hon'ible cloud of war. Finally the men were separated by threats

of opening npon them with the artillery from both sides, and the

work of slaughter was resumed.

During the night of the 6th the regiment was relieved from

iluty at the front and went back again for rest, which continued

through the 7th, the men being well supplied with rations and

clothing during the day. The army was at this time well pro-

vided for in every way from the new base on the Pamunkey, and

but for the terrible dead-lock at the front, the incessant scream-

ing of shot and shell and the sharp-shooting, together with the

stench inseparable from the vicinity of the great battle-field and

the malaria from the marshes, which seriously affected the health

of the men, the position would have been quite satisfactory. At

2 o'clock on the morning of the Sth the regiment was again called

up and relieved the troops at the front, sending three companies

on the fortified skirmish line while the remainder were posted as

a reserve in the next line of works ; the following night the

relieved troops came back and exchanged places giving the

Thirty-seventh another opportunity for rest, and thus the days

wore away.

In the mean time more or less attempts were made by the Con-

federates to drive away the hated Yankees, but tlioy invariably

ended in disaster. The Federal intrenchments had been carried

forward by regular siege approaches till they were close upon those

of the enemy, but there was no probability of the army being

able to accomplish anything at Cold Harbor and preparations

for a move still further southward began to be made and noised

about the camp. "The attack at Cold Harbor," said General

Grant in his report, " was the only one in the entire movement

from the Eapidau to the James which did not indict damage to

compensate for its cost." In fact tlie General-in-chief freely

referred to the battle of Cold Harl>or as one of the three great

niistakes of the war.

On the night of the 10th, just after the Thirty-seventh had

I'ceii relieved from a tour of duty at the front and the men had

>fttlcd themselves to slcei), the brigadt- was calletl up and muvi'd

t*» tlu' left a short distance, wlu-rc it 0(^eupied the works vacated
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I

by the trooi)S of the Vermont Brigade, next to the First Division.

The tire of the shurp-shooters was found to be very annoying and

dangerous at this point, and during the following day the regi-

ment lost John ]\[aloney of Company K killed, James Davis of

Company E fatally wounded, and two men from Company I who
received disabling wounds, Davis was struck by a sharp-shoot-

er's bullet while drawing rations nearly a mile from the enemy's

line in a position of supposed safety, and other casualties occurred

in like manner. Thus steadily and sadly was the regimental
^

line- wasting away, the loss at Cold Harbor having now reached
*

35 officers and men, though the regiment had not been engaged I

in the thick of the fight.

During the 11th Lieutenant-Colonel Montague returned to the

regiment and resumed command, having recovered sufficiently J

from the wounds received at the Angle a month before to again i

take the field, and he received a warm greeting from his com- f

mand. At the same time there was keen regret at jiarting with

Lieutenant-Colonel Harlow, who during the four weeks in which j I

he had been in command of the regiment had won the high re- ^
gard of its officers and men. The esteem had been mutual, *' I

look back to the brief period during which I had the honor to

command the Thirty-seventh," said Colonel Harlow many years ? |

after, " with the most perfect satisfaction of any portion of my I I

military career, Iso matter in what position they were placed, t f

they could be depended upon to do all that mortal man could ;

do." Such words of praise from such a source, spoken in the
,
i

confidence of friendly conversation, will not be lightly regarded. f j

The loss of the regiment in officers had been quite as marked
]

as in enlisted men. Besides the casualties of battle and sickuess, '

several were at tins time on detail, including Captain Hopkin> {

before mentioned, Captain Tyler upon General Xeill's staff, and f

;

Lieutenant Jones on Colonel Edwards's. Few of the companies,

consequently, had more than a single commissioned officer

present with them for duty, and frequently they were found in

the charge of sergeants for considenible periods. Many of tin-

latter were in these trying days winning j)romotion Avhinh •?\as

well deserved, and which was to (•<)nie in due time.

S.
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CHAPTER XVI.

GOING TO MEET EARLY.

IN" FRONT OF PETERSBrEG.—AT REAMS STATION".—EARLY IN

MARYLAND.—FORT STEVENS.—THE "SPENCER RIFLE."

No sooner was it evident to General Grant that the Confeder-

ate position at Cold Harbor was impregnable than he resolved

upon a continuation of the movement "by the left flank"'

which had now become a by-word in the army as well as else-

where. In accordance with this plan his right was gradually re-

fused and shortened^ the Xinth Corps relieving the Fifth and

the latter taking position beyond Hancock on the left, extending

tiiat flank till it rested on the York River railroad at Dispatch

Station, within ten miles of Long Bridge, at which it was his

purpose to cross the Cliiekahominy. Once across that famous

stream two courses were open to the Union commander—to ad-

vance against Richmond up the peninsula in the tracks of

McClellan's movement of 1S02, or by crossing the peninsula and

the James River to operate against Petersburg, the strategic

key to the Southern seat of government. The latter was the

one selected.

The movement began soon after dark of the 12th of June,

and was conducted "with celerity and skill. General Warren's

corps Avas thrown across the Chickahomiuy and deployed in line

of battle covering all tlie roads leading to Richmond, wJiile be-

hind the strong front thus displayed the other corps marched

directly across t!ie peninsula. General Lee discovered tlie with-

drawal next morning, Init m;ide no elVvirt to follow. He evi-

dently looked fur an attempt to pass his flank and strike

another bloAv for tiie possession of Ridnnond, and this suspicion

was strcngtlicned wlien a reconnaissance down the New Market
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road by a body of his infantry came upon Warren's line of battle

checking further investigation in that direction.
j

The Thirty-seventh regiment liad been resting through tlie i \

day and the indications of an intended movement had been eo "-

|

unmistakable that no surprise was felt at the final orders to pack I

up everything and fall in. The Second Corps having followed \
|

the Fifth on the most direct route, the Sixth and Ninth took a v I

course more circuitous and farther to the rear, while General
i

Smith's command, marching back to White House, took trans- '

I

portation for Bermuda Hundred, and was again placed under I

command of General Butler. All night long the columns plod- '

\

ded on, the moon, which was at the quarter, lighting them indif-
j

ferently till midnight. The weather was cool, and in that re- I

spect the men were comfortable, but the dust was terrible. A
drought had set in, not a drop of rain having fallen for soiiu-

ten days, and the condition of the region through which the ;

march extended may be easily imagined when it is borne in mind \

that the country was generally a sandy plain through which the i

roads at such times greatly resembled beds of ashes. 1

At daybreak a halt of some ten minutes was made, fires were i

lighted and coffee hurriedly pre}>arecl, after which the journey

was resumed. All day with brief intervals of rest the monuto- ;

nous tramp was kept up through a region presenting little of in- \

terest. The York River railroad was crossed at Summit Station,

above Tuntsall's, and Hopkins Mills were passed, then followed '.

a monotonous toiling along all day till near night when ilu

Chickahominy was reached jind crossed at Jones Bridge and i

about a mile beyond bivouac was made for the night. The
march was resumed early in the morning of the 1-ith and befoi'o

noon a bait was nuide in the vicinity of Charles City Court ^

House, Avhere the regiment remained during the rest of the day
;

and the succeeding night. On tlie 15th a move was made of (

some two miles only, bringing the regiment within a mile of tlic

point seketetl for the orussiuL; of Hie dames liiver, where the

briga<le reniaintjd till late in tlie at'teruo<Mi of the following day.

it having been seh.'ctcd lo form the rear guard for the artilK'i'}
j

and trains of the corps.





A HALT IN FJtONT OF PETEUSBURG. 339

While resting here during the loth the Seventh Massachusetts

withdrew from the brigade line and marclied toward home, their

term of enlistment having expired. The recruits and re-enlisted

men of the regiment whose time had not expired remained be-

hind as a detachment temporarily attached to the Thirty-seventh,

the whole numbering nominally TO men. of wliom but a small

part were present for duty.

Shortly before dark the order to march was received, the

column filed down the river bank to and across the ponton
bridge, then away into the darkness and dust on that most disa-

greeable of all duty, a night's march with the trains. Morning
brought no relief save that of light, and with it came the terri-

ble heat of the sun and increased discomfort from the dust. The
command accompanied the trains till they reached their destina-

tion at noon, when the Fourth Brigade marched away toward
Petersburg, halting during the afternoon within some three

miles of the city. Supposing that they had reached bivouac for

the night, the weary men were not long in wrapping themselves
in their blankets to sleep.

In fact the exhausted brigade had merely halted in front of

what was to be the most famous and deadly of all the Confederate
intrenched lines, over and about which for 42 long weeks siru'>--

gle and battle and siege were to rage. Petersburg, at wliicli the

Federal blow was aimed, was situated on the south bank of the

Appomattox River, ten miles from its junction with the James
and 20 miles south of Eichniond. Apart from its relations to

the latter place, the city was an important center on account of

the railroads and turnpikes which radiated from it. The prin-

• •ipal of these may he tluis brielly described: The Appomattox
Kiver runs in a general easterly direction at this point, bendino-

to the northeast after passing the city, and practically parallel to
it lies the City Point railroad, running to the station ot"- that
name on the James Piivcr which was henceforth to be Grant's
base of supplies. Leaving the line of the City Point road jiist

i';u«>t of the city limits, tlie Xoriolk railroad ran to the southeast.

*>V('r the roads between tliuse two lines of raihvav (Iranfs armv
liad ap[iroaclied the city. South from Petersburg extended the
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"Weldon railroad, passing directly through North Carolina t<.

"Wilmington, with numerous important connections en routr.

The Jerusalem plank road ran nearly parallel three or four milf-

to the eastward, the Halifax road followed the railroad closelv.

the Vaughn road branching from it some four miles south ..f

Petersburg and running to the southwest. The Squirrel Lev<

!

road ran for several miles nearly parallel with the Vaughn ;t

mile to the westward, finally connecting with the latter at a

westward bend in its course. Three or four miles still further to

the west ran the Boydton plank road, its course being in tlio

same general direction. Some nine miles southwest of the cicy

White Oak road branched from the Boydton and ran nearly da-,

west, while crossing the latter near this point of junction aii-i

extending in a southeasterly course across the Vaughn road ais"

was Hatcher's Eun, a small stream which farther on its cour;-

connected with Gravelly Eun forming Eowanty Creek. West-

ward from Petersburg, parallel to the river, ran the Southsidi

railroad and the Cox road, leading into the heart of the Con-

federacy. To the north extended the Eichmond railroad and

the turnpike, threatened by Butler's force at Bermuda Himdreil

and strongly defended by Beauregard,

Before the arrival of the Sixth Corps important movement- i

had taken place about Petersburg. On the 9tli of June General i I

Butler sent a force of infantry under General Gillmore, acconi- •
j

panied by a small cavalry force under General Kautz, to tlu' . |

south side of the Appomattox to attempt to seize Petersburg and i
j

destroy the railroad bridge across the river; but these foret.-.- t\

moving by the City Point and Jerusalem roads respectiveh', en- Vt

countered fortifications manned by Wise's brigade and sucii »

|

other defenders as he could get together at short notice, pre-

senting so formidable an appearance that no attack was ma<lf. |

On the return of General Smith's command from Cold Harbia-

•on the 14tli it was at once set in motion on a like expedition,

crossing the river seven mi1e< below the city on a pontot\ bridife.

Karly on the inurning of the 15th the column jnishc<l forward

and at a distance of two miles from the river encountered a lin;

of riHe-pits which Vas soon carried by General Hinks's colore i

t

M
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ilivisiou. Then a few miles more brouj^^ht the troops in front of

the fortifications which had checked Gillmore, strengthened and

better manned in a])pre]icnsion of the movement whieli had

now begun, but not yet occupied by the veterans of Lee's army.

The approach to the works was found to Ijo across a wide valley,

difficult to pass on account of ditches and ravines, while the ene-

my's perfect artillery fire drove away all Union batteries that at-

tempted to take position in front. It was therefore decided to send

across heavy skirmish lines, and in this manner the colored division

actually captured some redans with the connecting riflc-jiits in

the first line of works. This done and the ground gained occu-

pied in force, the attack ceased for the night.

By this time General Hancock's corps had arrived on the scene

and proceeded to relieve Smith, while not long after the advance

of Lee's army came pouring througli Petersburg for its defense.

During the following day Hancock gained some ground and'

more on the 17th in conjunction with the other troops which had

come up; but the possession of the outer line, obtained at se-

rioiis cost, simply revealed a stronger inner line, which Lee's army

was busy in extending and strengthening. The Sixth Corps on

reaching the vicinity had relieAxd most of the troops of Smith's

command, which returned to Bermuda Hundred.

The tired members of the Thirty-seventh were sleeping sound-

ly at 9 o'clock on the evening of the 17th, after their arrival

within sight of the spires of Petersburg, when the bugle sounded

the unwelcome call to *'Fall in!" and as soon as the column

could be formed it trudged away to the vicinity of tlie Jordan

house, near the City Point railroad, to support the Vermont

Brigade, and in the orchard and grounds surrounding the fine

niansion the rest of the night was passed. Xext morning the

command moved to tiie right across the railroad and toward the

Appomattox to develop the position of the enemy, but as it

proved the latter had aI>andoned his front line and retreated to

the inner and stroni,'-er one, so that tlie order furagtuei-al attack

all along the lino was post[)oncd till afternoDn. About 11 o'clock

the brigade ri'cro>>od tlu; railroad, oc(U[)!ed tlu- vacated works

near the railroad bridjie and threw out a skirmish line, after
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which Colonel Edwards was directed to connect with the riLrh:

of General Wheaton's brigiulo, move forward and attack at l.'

o'clock. Tlie connection was made and the advance took phuc.

but the troops on the left obliqued so much to the right th.n

Wheaton's l)rigade was forced in front of Edwards's, and the

latter on reaching the crest of the hill formed under cover of

it in two linos. Meantime the skirmish line of the Thirty-

seventh found itself in especially hot quarters. Not only wn* f

it exposed to the fire of the enemy in front, but Wheaton's nit-ii

through some misunderstanding wore directing tiieir fire ujxm

the brave fellows from the rear. At this juncture occurred one

of those instances of quiet heroism which live long in story.
|

" Will any one volunteer to go back and stop that fire?" aski-il i

Lieutenant Gray. The only way to reach the source of danger j

was by a direct climb up the slope across a plowed field, exposotl I

all the way to the bullets of both armies. " Yes, I'll oo,'" said 5
1

Sergeant Edwin Leonard of Company I: " I'd just as lief go as ^

noti" and throwing his musket to a right shoulder shift he \

sprang away on his noble mission. Half way up he Avas noticed t<» ^

fall to the earth, and more than one exclamation of pity for his ^

supposed fate was uttered. But he had only thrown himself n})on f .

the ground for a moment to escape the myriad of flying bullets; | I

when the fire slackened a little he was up and on airain. reach- f

ing his destination and averting the fire of the brigade. I

At 3 o'clock another advance was ordered and Xeill's divisioii

of the Sixth Corps pushed forward along the railroad some 4oi)
\

yards. (General Wright with his First and Third Divisions \va> k \

at this time co-operating with Butler north of Petersburg. ) The I
|

Second Corps on the left did not advance, and the men of tl:.-
'

Greek cross were thus exposed to a severe enlihuling fire : but

they would not retreat. IJi lie-pits were hastily thrown up and

the ground was held. ^Sowhere else was any progress made ex-

cept by Martindale's divisi<»n across the railroad, Avliich seized

and hold the enemy's skirmi-h lino. Tiie Second, Fifth ar. i

Ninth Crir[»s attacked later in the day with heavy columns, losiii.:

severely, l)ut cvevywjiore the story was the same.

The loss ijf the Thirtv-seventii in killed consisted of FloreJue |
j

i|
i 1
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I Burko of Company A, Pasch.'il Janes of Conii»any (t, Corporal

I
William C. Stockwell of Company I and Christo})lier Harding

I

of the Seventh attachment. The list was increased the following

I
day by the killing of Michael Keyes of Company B.

I
After holding their intrcnchments through the day of the 10th

I Edwards's command was relieved by the Vermont Brigade at

I dark and retired to a position near the railroad bridge where the

i night was passed. The time of service of the Tenth ^[assachu-

I
setts having now expired after three years of faithful and credit-

able service, they bade adieu to their comrades in arms and

I marched to City Point on their homeward way. The re-enlisted

I men and recruits, nominally numbering 160, were, like the vet-

iorans of the Seventh, attached to the Thirty-seventh as an inde-

pendent detachment awaiting further orders. Early in the

I
morning the brigade Avas shelled out of its camp, one or two men

i

I
being killed in the Tenth just as they were in the act of setting

s out for home. Shelter was taken in a ravine where rations were !

f
drawn, letters received and written, and a day of rest enjoyed.

> At night-fall the brigade—now reduced to the Thirty-seventh

regiment with its attachments and the Second Rhode Island bat-

i talion—again went to the front and with the Xincty-third Penn-

I sylvania of Wheaton's brigade occu}>ied a ptirt of tlie line held

f by Gibbon's division of the Second Corps, running from the

railroad to the left along a sunken road. At this point the

two lines of works were se})arated by scarcely more than a hun-

I
dred yards in some parts, the opposing lines grimly watching

I each other through the following day with an occasional out-
* break of sharp-shooting,—the Thirty-seventh losing Frederick

B. Crocker of Company F killed.

Evening brought marching orders, the line being relieved by

I troops from ilartindale's division, and a monotonous night march

^
ensued, the column feeling its Avay slowly to the left. That

i W\r\<^ the second ni<xht that the regiment had been without

f sleep, it was ditricult to prevent the men from lapsing into utti-r

I
insensibility at each of the fnquent temporary iialts. The

% object of this e\i>cdition was to rt';i<li aiid out oil" etl'oetually the

I Weldon railroad. With this puri)oso in view (ioueral P.irney,
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commanding the Second Corps in the absence of Cieneral Han-

cock, (again disabled by the wound which he had received at

Gettysburg,) was directed to throw his corps to the left of the

Union line, connecting with General Warren's left and going

into position as near tlie enemy's main works as circumstances

would permit. General Wright was then to take up the pro-

longation, and it was expected that the Sixth Corps would

reach and hold the railroad. The scheme signally failed. ^ The

two corps were ordered to proceed without reference to each other,

Birncy swinging forward toward the Confederate intrenchments

while Wright pushed straight on toward the Wuldon railroad.

A ga]) Avas thus formed between tlie left of the Second and tlie

right of the Sixth Corps through Avhich two divisions of Hill's

corps moved quickly and skillfully and fell in overwhelming

force upon the flank and rear of Gibbon's division of the Second

Corps. A considerable portion of this division was captured,

while the Sixth Corps suffered less severely. Apparently satis-

fied with the advantage gained, the Confederates finally with-

drew, taking tlieir prisoners and the captured artillery. The

Union lines were then adjusted and fortified, the Second Cori'S

extending to tlie Jerusalem plank road and the Sixth running

to the rear along the highway.

At daylight of the 22d the Thirty-seventh halted a short time

for breakfast, after which they marched again and at 7 o'clock

went into position on the extreme left of the corps. Companies

F and G were sent to guard a bridge across a swamp a little

distance in advance, while the remainder of the regiment divided

its attention between supporting a battery and building work-

across the road. The sound of battle from Hill's assault at tiio

riglit gave evidence that a severe conflict Avas raging not far away,

hut such sounds had become too familiar to elicit more than

passing remark. The day and the night passed without event, and

other days and nights of quiet followed. The army was simjdy

too exhausted, broken and disorganized to do more thtin face tlie

t'uciny, liold its intrenched position and seek to regain its en'.r-

gios. In tlie latter direction remarkable ert'orts were i»ut furtii.

Everything in the way of rations and supplies that could minis-
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I
ter to the comfort and health of the men was furnished, the

f Sanitary and Christian Commissions co-operating heartily Avitii

t the Commissary Department of the army. There was need of

I
all these kind provisions. The drought still continued, the h'-at

I
was frightfully oppressive and the dust which rose at the slightest

I
provocation was unbearable, though not to be escaped.

I
On the afternoon of June 29 intelligence came to General

1 Meade that General "Wilson with his cavalry division, which had
'

been engaged in an extensive raid against the enemy's railroad

communications to the westAvard, liad been cut off and hemmed
'i in at Reams Station on the Weldon road by a superior force of j

i
the enemy. The Sixth Corps was immediately ordered to march i

I to his relief. The companies at the bridge were hastily recalled

i and at 3 o'clock the regiment set forth upon its dusty march of !

I
some ten miles. With the waning light the destination was

I
reached, but Wilson was not there to need their aid. AVith con-

[ siderable loss he had succeeded in freeing his command, and the
I Confederate forces, consisting of cavalry and infantry, did not

await the onset of the Sixth Corps. The Thirty-seventh crossed

^

the railroad near the Station, formed a line of battle and in-

trenched parallel to the road, passing the night with no further

[
disturbance than occasional picket firing. Before the soldiers

'

settled down to sleep, howeAcr, a considerable portion of the

railroad had been destroyed, though some of the buildings were

reserved for occupation by the officers.

Next morning what had been spared over night was given to

the flames and details moved out several miles destroying the

road and whatever could give comfort to the enemy, but meeting

no opposition. Toward evening the commands gathered at the

rendezvous and at G o'clock started on the return nuirch. Afier

several hours plodding through the darkness, tliere being no

moon, bivouac was made in a plowed field wheretliedust soeme<i

of fathomless depth ; but the men, having had little rest since

the start, were too weary to l)eeritie:d. Moving a short dist;i)ue

in the morning to m<,>re favoraldc ground tlie regiment remained

through the day and night, setting out in the morning of Juiy

2 for the position on the Jerusalem plank road which had been
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* H

i

\

quitted when starting upon the expedition. It was fortunate
that the distance was but a few miles, for the day proved dread-
fully hot and oppressive. The destination being gained, com-
pany streets were laid out and the encampment made as neat a.s

circumstances would permit. Then followed a few days more
of quiet.

|

The brigade was now reduced to but a trifle over 500 officers

and men, a report of this period showing the following returned
for duty: Thirty-seventh proper, 14 officers and 285 enlisted

\
men; Seventh attachment, 1 ofiicer and 21 men; Tenth attach- ;
ment, 50 men: Second Rhode Island, 2 officers and 139 men: I

total, 512. On the Gth of July the Fourth Brigade, Second \

Division was discontinued and the troops under command of \
Lieutenant Colonel Montague were transferred to the Tliird | *

Brigade, First Division, of which Colonel Edwards took com- . t
mand. The other regiments of the brigade were the Forty- I
ninth, Eighty-second and One Hundred and Nineteenth Penn-
sylvania, the Fifth Wisconsin Battalion and a detachment of I

'

Twenty-third Pennsylvania veterans. The waste of the cam- t-

paign thus far will be realized when it is stated that with the i
|

exception of three Xew York regiments transferred to otiicr %
\

brigades, Colonel Edwards now commanded all that were left to I
j

the service of three i)rigades composed of 13 regiments that had f !

started out from the camp at Ik-andy Station two months and t^s<'

days before, the Fourth Brigade, First Division, having also ^ \

been included in the consolidation. As in the case of tlie old Ij
brigade, the time of several regiments had expired and their or- f

j

ganizatious had disappeared, wiiile in other cases a handful only f
]

remained to guard the torn and shrcdcd colors. '!

Meantime events were transpiring of great importance to tlu^ l\

Sixth Corps, as tiiey were to call it to a new field of duty. In U
fact the Third Division had already taken transportation to I'.mI- I

timore to guard agtiinst a threatened raid into Maryland by a ^
strt>ng Confederate forro under (ienoral Earl\-, and in the evi'n- 7!
ing of the 9th orders were received for the remainder of ilu'

(•(H-ps to march at on<-u to City Puiut, en route for Washin-nun.
It was .scarcely a welcome order. The new dispositions had ju-i

m
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been made—the red crosses had taken the places of the while uu

the soldiers' caps, satisfactory camps had been secured, the offi-

cers were comfortably settled in their new quarters, there was

no appearance of an immediate serious movement. These

thoughts llitted through the minds of many and \s'ere then dis-

missed, the few essential preparations were made, and in a re-

markably short time the well-tried corps had turned its face

toward the.James Eiver, 15 miles away. And by such roads I

For six weeks no rain had fallen; for one-half that time the

roads had been incessantly traversed by columns of cavalry and
infantry, by artillery and wagons and vehicles of every descrip-

tion, ilarching as rapidly as they well could, it seemed that the

men must suffocate in the terrible cluuds of dust which iilled all

space. But they had learned to endure all things, and morning
found them at the wharf; but the transportation was not readv,

nor was it provided till near night, and all day through the ter-

rible heat of the sun the men remained packed on the bare sand

with no relief save to watch the lazy How of the broad river.

Leaving the Thirty-seventh and detachments under Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Montague to embark at length, to creep down the

river during the niglit, next day passing Fortress Monroe and
its famous surroundings, encountering something of a storm in

Chesapeake Bay, anchoring during the following night, then

steaming up the Potomac past ]\[ount \'ernon—sacred to every

American,—reaching AVashington about noon of the l;:ith, let us

see what had been transpiring in the region of the Upper Potonuic.

At the opening of the campaign General Sigel, commanding a

force in the Shenandoah valley and a co-operating culumn under
(General Crook in the Kanawha region, was directed to begin

active operations in common with all the other Uniun armies.

The movement of General Crook was measurably successful.

He defeated an opi:)osing force under Cieneral "W. E. Jones at

Cloyd ^Mountain, pushed on to Xewbern, where he destroyed an

important bridge on the Richmond and Tennessee railroad and
retreated safely, though an expedition of his cavalry under Gen-
eral Averell was not able to destroy the salt works at S;dt\illc

against which it was sent. Sigcl himself was less fortunate.
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Advancing as far as Xew Market, he was attar-ked on the loth of

May and signally defeated, by General Breckinridge, retreat in-

some 30 miles down the ^'alley, lie was at once removed from

command bv General Grunt, and General David Hunter was ari-

pointed his successor. Hunter at once began to move toward

Lynchburg, subsisting his army on the country through whicli I

he passed. At Piedmont he encountered a force under General

W. E. Jones which he thoroughly defeated, the Confederate com-

mander being killed and a large i)art of his troops captured. i

Hunter was now joined by the forces of Crook and. AvercU,

with which he moved toward Lynchbnrg, meeting with sonic ?

success on the way but also encountering delays which prevented
i

his arrival at the point of destination in time to occupy it.
]

Mention has been made of Lee's having received reinforcement- |
'

from the Shenandoah Valley at the North Anna. These consisted | i

of two brigades which he had called down from Breckinridge's |
command after the latter had defeated Sigel, supposing that a i

l)eriod of quiet would follow in that region. The disaster at

Piedmont shoM'ed how much of an error had been committed

.

and not only were those brigades returned but the veteran cori>>

of Stonewall Jackson, now commanded by General Jubal A.

Early during the disability of General Ewell, was dispatched to

the scene to operate against Uuntfr. As the latter approaclud

Lynchburg on the evening of Juno 17 from the north Early

came up from the south and hurried his troops through the town

to the redoubts in front of Hunter. Sharp lighting ensued tlu-

following day which, though giving no decided advantage to

either army, convinced Hunter tliat he was thwarted, and he at f^

once retreated to the westward through Buford's Gap. A sluir]*

})ursuit Avas made for a time, inflicting no serious damage, afti r

which the retreating column was left to make the best of it-

way to the Kanawha valley. Hunter was now in a verv deplor- t

able condition, having but a partial supply of ammunition, no

food except some beef driven on the lu.iof, and being at h ;!>t

six days' march from ;iuy available ^^upplies. As a factor in tli<-

i>ending struggle, tiicrefore, iut had ceased to be of the k-asr

account.
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Early's original instructions bad contemplated the defeat of

the Union army and an advance into ]Maryland; Hunter by get-

ting into his unfortunate predicament had rendered the former

unnecessary and threw open wide the doors of the latter. Early

liad now four infantry divisions commanded by Rodes, Gordon,

Ilamseur and Echols, Sanson's division of cavalry, comprising

four brigades, and an artillery force of over 50 guns. General

Sigel was at Martinsburg with a small force protecting a quantity

of government supplies, and an attempt was made to surround

:md capture the post; but Sigel, ably assisted by Colonel Mulligan

at Leetown, who drove back the Confederate advance and gained

valuable time, removed much of his property, destroyed the rest

and with his garrison retired to the strong works on Maryland

Ilights where, though unable to take the offensive, he could

defy attack from the enemy while his artillery and sharp-shooters

l>revented Early from occupying Harper's Ferry and making
it his starting point for Maryland. Meantime the Southern

horsemen had been raiding, plundering, levying contributions

and destroying railroad, canal, bridges and other structures

wherever they could penetrate, and on the 5th of July Early

with two of his divisions crossed the Potomac at Shcpherdstown.

As the invaders moved steadily toward and through Fred-

crick, threatening equally Baltimore and "Washington, the

alarm became general. President Lincoln called upon some of

the loyal governors for troops to serve for 100 days; General Lew
Wallace, in command at Baltimore, gathered all the disciplined

troops which were available or which could be relieved by Home
Guards or the ICO-days' men and formed a brigade under com-

mand of General E. B. Tyler, with which he took })ostatthe

crossing of the ilonocacy, a few miles east of Frederick, where

the roads to Washington and Baltimore diverge and where also

he covered the raih'oad. On the Gth of July General Grant

dispatched Eicketts's division of the Sixth Coi-ps with some dis-

mounted cavalry by way <>f Baltimore, which they reached the

t-vcning of tlie Tth and were at once hurried forward to Wallace's

a.-;.sistance. These went into position on the left, covering the

railroad and the road to Washington, wliile Tvler's command
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was posted to liold the Baltimore turnpike, two or three mil- - '.

to the northward. The Union position was in no sense a str-.i:

one, since the river was everywhere fordable, tlie flanks amll ,

not be protected, and Walhiee had but eight pieces of artillor\
and less than G,000 men all told.

"
'

:

Yet the battle of the Monocacy, July 9, was a stubbornlvcf.ii-
tested little engagement. Early advanced from Frederick in thr
morning, the divisions of Eodcs and Kamseur against Tyler an.i
Fticketts respectively, while Gordon crossed the Mouocacy a

^

mile below the Union left and struck the defending line in "tli..-

flank. Yet the two brave brigades from the trenches in front of
Petersburg held on tenaciously against the double attack till over
one-half their numbers were killed, wounded or missing. Tlu-

"

force of the blow had fallen upon Eicketts, since Early w°is prin-
cipally concerned to clear the road to Washington, and about the
middle of the afternoon, when it was evident that no furtlur
successful resistance could be made, Wallace concentrated lii>

defeated forces on the Baltimore turnpike, along which he re-
treated. Pursuit was made for a little distance, °but was aban- -

doned before night-fall, and next morning the victors pressci
on toward Wasliington. Their cavalry was verv l)usv: scourin-
parties rode far and wide, seizing everything \vliich could i- !

made useful to the Confederacy. Ilagerstown had been made i- I

pay $20,000 in cash and Frederick ten times that amount, whij. 1

cattle, horses, forage and provisions were seized and dispatciu •! j

by the various fords into Virginia, all the crossimrs of the riwr ]

being held by strong detachments. The telegraph lines from - j

Washing-ton in all directions were cut and manv railroad traiii^ I

stopped, on one of which General Franklin was' found and imvl-^ ^

prisoner, but he managed to escape soon after through the neir- *

ligence of his guards. ~ |

On the morning of the lltli Early's advance marched fmn. j

Rockville toward Washington, coming down the Seventh Strc; '

road on the nortli side of the city. The day was fearfully li-'
'

and oppressive aiul the Conie<ierates. worn u'nr ])v tlieir re •>• :
•

severe marching, fell out and straggled to such an extent tliai i'

was well toward night before the lines in front of the defens.--





EAKLY THREATENS WASTIlNCiTON, 351

l^y^im to show miicli solidity. Earlier in the campaign Wusli-

i!ii;tori had been surrounded by a circle of detached forts, usually

ronnected by stroug lines of ritlc-i)it3 and so arranged that even

i <}ionld one be captured it would be commanded by its neighbors

f oil either flank and so be practically of no value to the ca]»tors.

I Karly's advance brought him in front of Fort Stevens, to the

i r;L-!t of which was Fort Slocum ; on the west was Fort De IJussy,

f Koyond which was Fort Keno, its guns commanding the George-

town road. Between Stevens and De Kussy ran Rock Creek,

through a ravine which seemed to promise something of a shelter

fur storming parties in case an attack should be decided on.

General Augur, commanding the defenses of Washington, had

i ::athered in the fortifications such troops as were available for

I tiie service, but they Avere few in numbers and chiefly raw, he-

I
ing poorly adapted to withstand such veterans as Early would

I hurl against them. At half-past 1 in the afternoon of the 11th

the fight opened by an artillery fire from the fort upon the Con-

I
federate skirmishers, driving them back, and half an hour later

i the glad news ran quickly through the city that the advance uf

the Sixth Corps was debarking at the wharves. At the same

time came a steamer load of the troops of the Xineteeuth Cor})S,

.1 division of which had been ordered to Washington from the

Department of the Gulf. Tliese troops were met at the wharf

I'V President Lincoln, and through a cheering throng they made

their way at once toward the booming guns north of the city.

i
Kurly and his ofticers through their glasses saw the reinforcements

tiling into position behind the works and realized that the tide

"f their success was to go no fu)'ther.

It was near noon of the following day, the 12th, when the

Tliirty-seventh and its attachments debarked from the propeller

iV-rit and took their way thruugli Pennsylvania avenue and Sev-

• nth Street to the front. They were met at the wharf by Cap-

tain Colt of Colonel Edwards's stafl', who informed them of the

!*n'seiice of the enemy near Fort Stevens. The men had l)ecn

irlad to bc^in thu voyage as a relief from the heat and dust of

he Petersburg trenches ; they were now glad to stand upon the

tinu earth once more as a relief from the ch»se (piarters of the
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vessel. The po])u]ace gave fref|ueut manifestations of their ]>.

at the appearance of the veterans of the Sixtli Corps, and t!.

soldiers were by no means indifferent to the friendly faces an.

I

warm words which formed so marked a contrast to the sulk::

silence of Virginia. The sight of Fort Stevens recalled many a

reminiscence to some of those in the regiment. Xear it w:i;

Brightwood, the camp of the Tenth regiment up to the openiii;,'

of the peninsular campaign, and the fort was built by that reL^i-

meut. It was then named Fort Massachusetts, but had been

renamed in honor of the gallant General Stevens who fell at

Chantilly.

The fort at this time presented an interesting spectacle. In

its safe inclosure were gathered cabinet otilcers and citizens (if

both sexes who had come out from the city to see the Sixth j

Corps whip Early, while in an embrasure beside General Wriglit <

and a surgeon stood the tall form of President Lincoln. Gencm! I

Eussell, commanding the First Division of the Sixth Corps, witli
|

two of his brigade commanders. General Upton and Coloiui Io r J j

Edwards, had just entered the fort and mounted the parapet to '

\

select positions for their commands, which were to join with :i I

portion of the Second Division in an attack on the enemy. Tlic

turning of their tield-glasses toward the enemy's line was a signal

for his sharp-shooters to open and one of their bullets alniu.-t

immediately entered the embrasure, struck a wheel of the sieg'

gun and wounded the surgeon standing almost directly behinii

and close to the President. The latter was then induced by

General Wright to sit down out of range, and a chair was placc'l

for him against the ])arapet. Somewhat later as he sat there

one of his cabinet said : " Mr. President, if you Avill look over in

that direction," pointing Avith his finger, '*' you can sec just wJKnv

the rebels are." His reply was characteristic : " My impression

is that if I am where I can see the rel>els, they are where they

can see me." But in spite of this theory as the lines advanced

that unnu.>takable form was discerned watching their progri =-

from over the ]>arapet.

I'hc attack being arranged, the Union linos pushed forwani

steadily for a mile, ilriving back the Confederate skirmishers
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and their reserves, though the latter made a stout resistance and

iiillicted a serious loss, especially upon the Third Brigade, Sec-

ond Division, every regimental commander of which was killed

<T disabled. The Thirty-seventh was on the right of the line

uiul was not severely engaged, only two members of the regiment

in-oper being wounded—Michael Ploss of Company A and John

Saiidling of Company H. In the Tenth attachment Patrick

Lovett was killed, while Lieutenant William H. Cousens and

Patrick Mullen were wounded.

About midnight the regiment was relieved and fell back a

^hort distance for bivouac, but tlie expected renewal of the

struggle did not come in the morning. The enemy had disap-

peared. General Wright had been appointed to command the

forces in the field, and soon after noon orders were issued for

an advance of the Sixth Corps and Emory's Division of the

Nineteenth in pursuit. The line of march led past Forts De -

Uussy and Eeno, as well as other fortifications in the line of

«k'fenses, thence through Tennallytown to Orcutt's Cross Eoads,

where the day's march ended. Everywhere sad and abundant

traces of the' great raid Averc visible. The previous night had

been passed in the beautiful grounds of J. W. Morrison, in the

midst of which ]ay the blackened ruins of his mansion. Near

by a like fate had befallen Montgomery Blair's fine residence
;

other buildings had been destroyed, some by shells thrown into

thorn to drive out tlie enemy's sharp-shooters.

The afternoon march of some 11 miles was a very trying one,

us tlie weather was intensely hot ; but an abundance of good

water was to be had, and the roads were much better than the

ordinary Virginia article of the same name. As the horses of

the command had been sent by a dilferent vessel which had not

ct come up,, the " field and staff " as well as the rest of the reg-

iment were obliged to make the marcli on foot that day, and there

were blistered feet in plenty when the column halted. That even-

ing the animals arriAcd, however, in charge of tlie servants who

iuid been left with them, and as they brouglit also the otlicers'

'iankets and other camping conveniences they were very wel-

'ome.
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The regiment was detailed as rear guard for the trains ne.\!

day, the 14th, and as it consequently did not march till afr. r-

noon the early part of the day witnessed an important chauL-.

in its e(iuipment. The Springfield rifle muskets with which lu-

men had been armed from the first were now turned in to Lieu-

tenant Smith, ordnance ofhcer for tlie regiment, and in their

places an issue was made of the Spencer repeating rifle, or

"seven-shooters," as they were familiarly termed. This was a

new weapon of the magazine hreech-loading order, with whirl;

but few regiments in the Army of the Potomac and none in tin

Sixth Corps had thus far been armed. While the regiment \v:.<

marching through Washington toward Fort Stevens, the clii.-.'

ordnance officer came to greet Colonel Edwards, and in the

course of the conversation asked if he could do anything for

him. "Yes" was the reply, "you can arm Colonel Montague':^

regiment with the Spencer rifle." " Make out your requisition

for them and I will see that you get them," was the respon>L'.

Within 24 hours the quartermaster had carried the pajjers i"

head-quarters, and with wonderful promptness the demand had

been honored.

This new rifle was undoubtedly at that time the most formi.l-

able Aveapon that could bo ])laced in the hands of infantry.

Though somewhat shorter than tlie Springfield, it had wonder-

ful range, shooting Avith accuracy and immense force. It ust«l

metallic cartridges and the method of loading was comparative!

v

simple, as was necessary for successful use in the field. A tin

tube containing a strong spiral spring held the cartridges, ami

this being thrust into place in the breecii of the gun, the oiKr-

ation of the breech mechanism caused the upper cartridge to bo

pushed into the barrel ready for firing. The juece was cocked

and fired iu the usual manner. The guard being pulled down
opened the breech of the gun and threw out the exploded sheii.

being returned to its i)lace the gun was closed and the spring in

the tube tlirew another cartridge into the 1)arrel, when the pieo-

was reaily to be coi-ked and lirrd again, and so on till the l.i-^f

cartridge in the tube was used, 'i'lieu the reloadinir occujti.^l

no more time than tlic placing of a single charge iu a muzzle-load-
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iiiu' weapon. With tliis construction it will be readily seen that

ilie Spencer rifle in actual service was a great improvement upon

tlic muzzle-loader, especially in " tight ydaces/' and the men of

the Thirtv-seventh were not a little flattered that they were the

tlrst in the Sixth Corps to be thus armed. They were not long

in learning, however, that the repeater recpiired a vastly in-

iTuased supply of ammunition. The former com})lement had

Keen 40 rounds, in place of which they were now expected to carry

100, and on some of the tedious marches that followed words of

complaint more expressive than elegant were apt to be heard,

and it is to be feared that sometimes the bundles of cartritlges

were surreptitiously lightened.

The weapon with -which the Thirty-seventh now found itself

oifuipped, and which was one of the most important pioneers in

the revolution of modern small arms, was the invention of Mr.

C. M. Spencer, at that time a young mechanic in the employ of

the Cheney Brothers, the noted silk manufacturers of South

Manchester, Ct. Mr. Spencer had been experimenting and de-

veloping his idea from 1857, and in 1860 produced the first

working gun. The time was opportune, if not even providen-

tial; the first rautterings of the rel)clliou were giving notice of

the storm to come. The importance of the invention was man-

ifest to any intelligent o1)scrver of the national situation, and

throu"-h the influence of a member of the Clienev firm a com-

pany was organized at Boston for the manufacture of the rifle.

A part of the Chickering piano manufactory was leased for

work-shops and half a million dollars was expended in furnish-

ing stock and machinery.

Mr. S}>enccr meantime was making diligent efl'orts to bring

his invention to the attention of ihe proper luirional autliorities.

and finally a test was arranged at the Washington navy-yard

where 1,000 rounds were fired to show the capacity of the new

claimant for otVieial favor. During tliis test 21 shots were fired

in C,2 seconds, and the Secretary o\' tlie Xavy w:is so favorably

impressed that he gave an order for 1,(»00 of the rilles for trial

in aetual service on shij)board. During ISO] the niiniber ordered

amounted to ]0,0<)0, but their use was still confined to the navy.





350 f;oiN'<; to mket eaulv.

•Tho<;e whocarrirtl the Sneiicer riilr tlurino; the war will be inierrstotl to know that Mr ^ f

h IS recently t st.iblisiiv.! nt Wimisor, Ct., a Uctorx- whore the riiie in .in improved .ind sj: !

unicient fcirm •> mule. It has n c-ntK- hetii iiitrmhiced to ic-uliii;; military poiv.rs tlroi;. •
'

wori.l .i;id vtrv iavi.raljlv received, aiM it is sale to i^rodict iliat it is ileslinetl to v.in s-ill 1

place amoiv^ the JestT-iictive eri'iim iv of mouorn wirtare. i'he same principle has ab" Ute:

plitd to shoti^uiis with marked succ^;^s.

Gradually, as it was seen that they were valuable hi this limit. ^l

field, they came into use among cavalry and mounted infantry,

the western armies being tlic first to use any considerable luim-

ber. During the Tennessee campaign of Rosecrans again.-:

Bragg in 18G3 the Spencer rifle received commendation, but it

was not till the following spring that it became known amoti;:

the infantry of the Army of the Potomac, one of the first regi-

ments to adopt it being the Pennsylvania Bucktails, who took it

at the opening of the Wilderness campaign instead of the Shuri'O

rifles which they had previously used.

A rifle made for the purpose was presented to President Lin-

coln in August, 18G3, by Mr. Spencer, who relates interestingly

the almost boyish eagerness with whicli tlie President on a sub-

sequent day in his presence examined and tested "the machine"

in the White House grounds. The target made by Mr. Liu(.o!!i

on that occasion—a jiiece of pine board six by eight inches witii

a black spot in the center—is preserved in the military museuiii

at Springfield, 111. J]very bullet went thvougli the " bull's eye,"

and a memorandum in pencil on the board says the target wus

made by seven consecutive shots at a distance of 40 yards.

Altogether 300,000 Spencer rifles were made, and it is worthy

of remark that every one was an exact duplicate of all tin'

others. Practical test in actual service did not suggest a single

change from the original model in the way of improvement.'^

.1





CHAPTER XVIL

THE CAMPAIGN UNDER SHERIDAN.

THE WAGON TRAINS—rOLLOWING EAKLY BY MARCH AXD COUN-

TERMARCH—SHERIDAN AT THE HELM—THE SKIRMISH AT

CHARLESTOWN—THE BATTLE OF THE OPEQUAN.

Not before 3 o'clock in the afternoon of July 14 did the

Thirty-seventh regiment start upon the march as wagon guard,

after having to a certain extent mastered the peculiarities of the

Spencer rille. There was plenty of time to study the new weap-

on en route, as the train barely crawled along and often seemed

to have come to a dead halt. The trouble was that everything was

new, raw and green. When the Sixth Corps was ordered to

Washington its old train, which from long service had become

experienced and valuable, was '' turned in" at City Point, to

await the return months later, and when the pursuit of Early

was taken up the corps was provided with a fresh outfit, and
'• fresh " enough mules, drivers and wagon masters proved. The

ilriversand masters Avere ''citizens'' hired for the service, self-

important, lazy, worthless fellows almost without exception;

when put in connection with half-broken mules the scenes which

transpired form admirable material for camp-fire yarns.

The trouble began at the outset. The raw mules would go

nhi-reand when they pleased, or not at all; the drivers were in-

•litTcrcnt or lielpless and the bosses worse if possible. Teams

were stalled or u])set on level ground, and the night wore away

in making a very few miles. Durii^g one of the stoppages of

ilu' train Colonel Edwards rode along and seeing a wagun upset,

Mil' driver sitting on the ground near by smoking and a \v;igon

niaster on horseback i>aying no attention to the matter, in<piire(l





<

358 THE CAMTAinN UXDEU SIIKlilDAX. \

the reason. Gretting an impudent answer from the fellows, who
felt at liberty to be insolent on account of not being eniisto«i

men, the colonel ordered the Avagon master to set his men at i

work to risfht the vehicle. "You go to hell!" was the surlv ;

answer, repeated in more otfensive form in response to the sharj- i

'MVliat?" which broke from the lips of the quick-tempcrcl
I

brigade commander. There was the quick whirl of a saber ;

through the air, a tumbling bully rolling in the dust with a sore \

and bleeding head, folloAved by the colonel's voice in its mo^i

convincing tones: ''There, now, you men get to work and take

this tram out of here I " For once, if the only time in their livui, .§

the men did vfovk, but it is doubtful if any permanent reform- *

ation was wrought.
|

Thienng from the wagons was a common offense, and a little |

later in the campaign Lieutenant-Colonel ^Eontague found that l]

his private satchel had been robbed and reported the loss to *

Quai-termaster Sergeant Sears, who had charge of the two wagor.;

containing the stores of the Thirty-seventh and its attachments I'

including the Second Pihode Island—Quartermaster Bridgnuui

having been left in charge of the brigade train at City Point.

Suspicion at once fell on a spare wagon l)oss who luid been very

fond of lounging about and riding in the Thirty-seventh wagons,

and a trusty soldier was detailed from Company A with ordor:<

to allow no stranger about the regimental wagons. Prcsentlv

the intruder appeared and made his way toward the favoriti-

resting place. ''
It's against orders to ride in these wagons,

surl" was the courteous protest of the guard. The familiar

army expletive was grunted out as the intruder settled himseli'

in the most comfortable position possible. "Me go to hill!"

roared the soldier, his Celtic ptission all atlamo. "By me sowl.

now ye'll come out o' that !'" and a Spencer rifle at full c<'<'!<

turned its persuasive muzzle full between the fellow's eves. Tb*'

speed with which the rascal tumbled from the wagon and sou^'hl

more ht)-pitalile quarf-M-s cojivulsi^d the few >j)ectaroi-s with ^
laughter; neither he nor any of bis ilk troubled the wair»>ii.-

UMrc, and there was no moi"o stealing.

;Now tliat the niatter of wagon trains has been broacheil at
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I some detail from tlie necessities of the case, it may be well to

[ call the attention of the general reader to the importance of this

I. branch of military economy, "With an army so often on the

^ move and for great distances as was the case during the rebellion,

I
tlic etliciency of the train service became a matter of supreme

f moment. Wherever the men went, the trains must follow them

i
with such su}»plies as would be needed. If a battle was imminent,

f an hour's brisk firing would empty the soldiers' cartridge boxes,

and the ammunition wagons must be near to furnish a fresh

supply, even under the enemy's lire if necess;iry. The ambu-

lances must be at hand to bear the wounded to hospitals for

I
treatment. At such moments of supreme trial the ordinary

I
wagons must be kept back out of the way, ready to leatl the

i retreat at a moment's notice if the exigencies of the battle-field

I
should so require ; or to supply the needs of the men during the

t pauses in the conflict, wherever the fortunes of war might have

taken the command to which the wagons were attached. On

I
the ordinary march, wherever the corps or division or brigade

I
was ordered to report,—if the expedition was anything more than

I
a temporary one with rations in haversacks,—no matter what

f the condition or tlie nature of the roads, the trains were to follow

I
and keep within such distance as would enuble them to provision

I and otherwise supjdy the camps whenever they were formed. If

the supplies had to be hauled any considerable distance the work

i of the trains was corrcs}K-»ndingly increased, and often in stormy

I
weather, when the roads became bad from the excessive use to

I
which they were subjected, terrible hardships were endured by

! auiiuals, train men, and those they sought to succor. "When to

!^ this is added the danger of sudden raids by scouting parties of

I
the enemy, the case with which portions of trains could be cut

I
oil at favorable points and either driven away or plundered and

)

destroyed before assistance could be summoned from guards

who might be miles away and possibly worthless if on the scene.

it will be under.stood th:«t the life of an army teamster, especially

if he sought to be to any extent fonscienrious in his work, was

V iiy no means an enviable one.

I The number of v,-agou3 and the extent of the trains required
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to supply all army would seem surprising to the general rea-ler.

The wagon train of the Array of the Potomac when it starte<l on

the Wilderness campaign would have occupied at least 00 mile.--

of road, as closely as it was possible to drive the wagons over Uw
imperfect roads. From this general basis it is easy to estimate

the equipage properly belonging to each corps, division or bri-

gade. But the trains never had the good fortune to proccod

"decently and in order." A thousand accidents were lial)]e,

any one of which must annoy and delay those in the rear. Yd
it was possible for an accident to be a blessing in disguise, as the

quartermaster of the Thirty-seventh found on at least uiic

occasion.

As was unavoidable after a long series of campaigns, the in-

voices of that officer's department called for many an article

which the most diligent search would have failed to reveal.

They were in fact ''short," but were borne '•' on hand,'* pend-

ing final settlement. As the trains of the Sixth Corps were

crossing the Chickahominy on the way to Petersburg, a pontonieT

who was washing his red shirt at the side of the bridge gave tlu

garment a snap as one of tlie Thirty-seventh teams aj^proachcd.

The check mule shied violently, pushing the olf loader over tlio

side of the bridge into the water, and was of course drawn over

with him. Their plunge drew over the next pair—the " swincr>
"

—and the weight of the four sank the end of the canvas boat .-"

that the "wheelers" and the wagon were tumbled into tlu

river, 20 feet in depth. One or two of the mules were cut lo<'.^e

and fished out after a series of laughable performances; the

wagon and its contents were a total loss, but that loss simplifu'd

the quartermaster's accounts wonderfully.

The march of the Thirty-seventh on the afternoon of July 14,

though lasting from 3 o'clock in the afternoon till after dark,

covered not more than four or live miles, and finally a half wa-

ordered in a }ilea.saut pine grove, wliere the command remained

till the follow inir noon. As an extensive I'laeklierry tract was

•liseovered in the imnunliate vicinity, the men made the mosi <'f

the delay in securing a palatable feast. In the march of ili''

succeeding afternoon more satisfactory progress was made;
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i
Seiieca Mills were passed and the halt for tlie night was made at

» Poolesville. Here evidence of a military e.xecution was wit-

inessed in the Ijody of a deserter hanging from a gallows in the

center of the village. In the little affair at Keams Station he

had deserted from the First Long Island, and when his regi-

I
ment made a dash soon after he was captured on the enemy's

I
skirmish line, firing upon his late comrades.

I Morning of the IGth found the Thirty-seventh in its place in

the column with Edwards's brigade in the advance, and a hard

day's marching ensued. The route led toward the Potomac by

the Conrad's Ferry road, but some three miles short of the river

i a cross road was taken leading to White's Ford, being tlic route

t followed by Early in his retreat. On reaching the Potomac,
5 which was here a half-mile in width and from one to three feet

I
in depth, the enemy's cavalry vedettes were observed on the op-

i posite bank, though too few in numbers to oifer serious resist-

ance. A battery Avas put in position and a few shots sent across

\
which precipitated their withdrawal, after which the corps

'^

crossed without further molestation.

The column now turned nearly southward, passing the battlc-

i field of Ball's Bluff where nearly three years before one of the

I lamentable tragedies of the war had occurred, thence to the

f beautiful village of Leesburg, which like very few Virginia vil-

lages was strongly reminiscent of New England thrift. Here no

halt was made but the course was changed to the westward and

I
the slopes of the Catoctin range were climbed, the exhaustion

I
being well offset by the beauty of the panorama which was un-

: folded as the bights were gained. The entire day's march had

been through a charming region. The fertile soil, stiniuhifod

I
by thrift and enterprise, had sjiroad before the du.sty soldiers a

I succession of delightful farms, the water-courses were abundant.

itlio springs frcjuent, cold and refreshing. The weather, too,

was comfortably cool, but the ground was still very dry and

dusty, as Ihere had been no niiu for more than six weeks, and

when the regiment halted for the night in a beautiful oak grove

Some throe miles west of Leesburg and on tiie opposite slopf of

the mountains the men weiv quite ready to welcome the order.
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Geucral "Wright had now been joined by two divisions of thr-

Nineteenth Corps, and Hunter's command under General Crook,

which had entered the Shenandoah Valley a few days previous

by way of Harpers Ferry, was ordered to join him and co-ojior-

ate in the pursuit of Early. The latter had that mornini:

quitted Leesburg when Wright started his column toward the

place from Poolesville, and barely succeeded in slij^ping through

between the converging Union columns. Crook's cavalry captur-

ing a considerable section of his wagon train at Purcellsville as

it was making its way to Snicker's Gap, en route to "U'inchesttr.

The following day, Sunday. July 17, was one of rest for tli./

Sixth Corps, Keligious services were generally held, the Thirty-

seventh uniting with the Fifteenth Xew Jersey, the chaplain <>f

the latter ofHciating in the illness of Chaplain Morse and ;i

brass-band giving its aid in the services. While the infantr\

were enjoying this respite the cavalry of Crook's column wciv

searching for the enemy and that evening General DutHe rei)ort-

ed Early on the west bank of the Shenandoah disputing tlu-

passage in force. As the instructions to General Wright were to

pursue Early till he felt certain that the latter was really retreat-

ing southward and then hasten his oAvn and the Xiiioteenih

Corps back to Petersburg in time to strike a powerful blowthert-

before Early's arrival, he ordered a forward movement the fol-

lowing morning to ascertain the exact state of affairs. Crook

being at Purcellsville moved on in advance, while the Sixth an'i

Nineteenth Corps followed.

The Tiiirty-seventh marched early in the morning, passiu'j

through Hamilton, I'urcellsvillo and Snickersville, near whii ii

a halt was made about noon. In the mean time Crook's tro<'{'>

had passed the Gap, and from the western slo]»e of the I»li:t

Kidge could sec the Confederates in considerable numlu-rs be-

yond the Shenandoah. Colonel Thoburu's division was orden-i

across the river at Island Ford, a mile or so below Snickers Ferry.

Avhile the Sixtli Corps wns directed to push forward and cro-s .i'

the Ferry. The first part of the latter order was dulv execub -i.

the column moving through tlie Gap and down to the rivir, b;.:

iH'fuio the crossing could bo made a severe attack upon the rigiit
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of Tliobnrn's line forced a body of dismounted cuvuliy and his

uwn brigade back into the river. General' Kicketts, in iuime-

iliate command of the Sixth Corps (General Wriglit command-
ing all the troojis in the tiekl), did not think it advisable to

attempt a crossing under these circumstances, and Thoburn's re-

maining brigades Avere ordered to retire, which they did as

I creditably as could be expected, since they were subjected to a

heavy fire from the Confederate lines on the bank, while the lat-

ter were punished by the Union batteries on the opposite hills.

It was now near night and the two armies settled down on

I their respective sides of the river, each lining the bank with a

I
cloud of sharp-shooters. Companies E and G of the Tliirty-

I
seventh were detailed for picket, Lieutenant-Colonel 3Iontague

I
being officer of the day and in charge of the picket line, and in the

I
gloom of that July evening the first test of the Spencer riiles was

I made by a few members of the regiment scattered along the bor-

der of the dark river. There was a lively interchange of siiots

I
by the picket lines during the 19th, but the Confederates found

I themselves at such a disadvantage wiien opposed to the Sj^encer

that they called out asking what kind of a " shooting-iron "' it

was. During the day there was some fraternizing between

I members of the Thirty-seventh and tJie Thirty-fourth, the latter

I being in the First Brigade of Thoburn's division. There were i

'
.
many friends in the two regiments and the experiences of each

j

formed interesting topics for rapid question and answer. i

With morning of the 20th the Thirty-seventh was ordered to '

force a crossing, and Lieutenant-Colonel ^lontague selected a
}

point observed the day before while on the picket line, where in
j

the middle of the river was considerable of an island with the !

side toward the enemy heavily fringed with bushes. A portion
j

of the regiment was posted here under cover to open lire if nee-
j

essary when the skirmishers started to cross. The latter were !

dejdoyed and at the signal jumped into the river and waded
j

acros? as rapidly as possiitlo, with the water up to thcii' M'aists.
j

As there were distiuguislied lookers-on there was much rivalry.

an<l each strove to do his best. Captain Loomis was the first to

Set foot on the et»vetcd shore, with Lieutenant-(J'oIoiu.'l .Montagu:





I 4
3G4 tliE CAJtrAlGN UNDHK SIlERIDA-N". ^

on horseback by his side and closely followed by the whole skir-

mish baud. Up the little bluff they rushed, expecting etic-li

moment the flash of hostile rifles in their faces, but no enemv

was visible. It was a bloodless victory, as the last of the rebels ;

'

had left less than an hour before; but none the less it was to

those engaged a thrilling episode. AVhile Early's attention had

been directed to the force in his front, Hunter at Harper's Ferry

had pushed Averell's cavalry and some other forces up the Valley i

so that they were almost upon Early's rear before they were dis-

covered. The wily Confederate at once retreated toward Stras-

burg, at the head of the main valley, and when the fact was
[

established the Sixth Corps was ordered to advance to Berryvillc ?

or beyond on the direct road to Winclioster. Owing to a heavy
^

thunder storm which occurred during the afternoon, tlie Thirty-
|.

seventh had not made more than about three miles after crossing i

the river when it was ordered to halt. I

At this stage of proceedings General "Wright reached the

conclusion that as Early liad retreated southward his instructions t

required him to return to Washington and thence to Petersburg
|

without delay. The soldiers, who were either already asleep or ^

preparing to sleep. Avere accordingly startled by the order to pack |.l

up and fall in at once. Toward midnight the column turned tj

its face back toward tlie Slienandoah and marched to and across f 1

it, but it did not halt. Up the slopes of the Blue Ridge it went,

to and through the famous Gap, down the eastern declension

and back toward Leesburg over the road by which it had come.

After marching 17 miles a short halt was made for breakfast

near Hamilton, and wlieu the meal was over the column resumed

its tedious way. ''I shall bivouac to-night on the south bank

of Goose Creek,'' General Wright telegraphed to Ilalleck at

Washington, and the })romise was kept. At Leesburg the turn-

pike to the south was taken, a march of some four miles from tlie

village placed the eoniniand in the designated location, and late

in the afternoon a halt was ordered and ranks were broken. It

luul been a long and tLilious tramp, but. as a few hours of dav- P
light still remained, ihe banks of ihe creek were }>resent]v lined %
by l>usy men who tiiuk the lirst o[)[)()rtunity ]n-csented for fu iii"

l\

I
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weeks to wash their clothes and bathe in the clear watera of

the stream.

A grateful niglit's rest followed and at 8 o'clock next morning

the marched was resumed. The experiences of tliis day were

not so trying as those of the day before. At noon a halt of some

two hours was made near Drauesville, after which the corps

marched leisurely till after dark, crossing Difficult Ttun and

halting for the night within 15 miles of Washington. The regi-

ments were early astir next morning, and at i o'clock the Thir-

ty-seventh began to march. At 9 o'clock the brown earthworks

of the Washington defenses rose to view ; Fort Marcy, standing

,i(uard over Chain Bridge, was passed, the bridge itself was

crossed, and about noon the regiment went into camp near Fort

Gaines, half a mile from Tennallytown, two or three times that

distance from the battle-ground of Fort Stevens and five miles

from Washington.

During the afternoon the men drew five days' rations and

made requisition for fresh supplies of clothing, which it scarcely

need be said were much needed by most of the command. The

uext day was Sunday, the 24th, and after an inspection by Captain

Tyler officers and men devoted much of the time to perusing

the large mail wliich had been brought in and to writing letters.

In the afternoon religious services were held, the brigade band

assisting, the men were cautioned to be ready to move at short

notice, and after they had retired for the night were called up

to receive the clothing subscribed for the day before. A gener-

ous rain fell during the night and the early part of ^Monday, but

ceased before noon, and the day passed without further event

than an order to be ready to march in the morning.

It was noon of the '^(.ith, however, before the regiment quitted

its camp, when it went througli Tennallytown and turning its

face to the northward took the road to liockville. That town

\vasi>as3ed at G o'clock and at 'J the regiment went into camp five

niiles bcvond, the men seriously exhausted by their mareh of 15

miles, notv,ithstanding their three days' nominal rust. Lei u.s

look for the cau^e ot this a[>parcutly aimk'ss marching and

loiintorniarcliinir liiroiiLdi tlu' deadlv lii-ats of Julv.
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v. \

The want of competent direction had been sadly felt in tlif \
matter of meeting Early's raid. General Grant was supposed t-.

direct in general terras with regard to the movements of -all

troops; but he was at City Point, while Halleck, serving as lii>

chief of staff, was in Washington. Neither could judge intelli-

gently of the situation of affairs in the Valley, since one series of

reports was likely to be contradicted by another within a few-

hours. Grant had decided that it would be better to have General

'Wright and his corps returned to the Army of the Potomac
while the Nineteenth Corps was retained at AVashington for a '|

time. Almost simultaneously with this decision the aspect of

affairs in the Valley became so changed that Wright and his troops

were again hurried up the Potomac. On the day that Wright

had turned back toward Washington, Early sent Ramseur's divi-

sion to drive away Averell's force a short distance north of Win-
chester. Averell had but ^,700 men, about half infantry, but

with these he attacked and utterly routed the Confederate

division, driving it in disorder from the field. Eeinforcemcnt-

were sent on to cover the retreat ; during the night Earlv wiili-

drew to Strasburg, while Averell advanced to Kernstown, south

of Winchester, where he was joined by Crook. Early learnci

on the 23d that the Sixth Corps had withdrawn and the next

day he fell upon Crook with the impetuosity characteristic of

Southern attack, defeated and pursued him to the Potomac
Crook halting his forces at advantageous positions at the South

Mountain passes in Maryland.

The Confederate cavalry under McCausland was now launched

across the border and early in the morning of the SOtli entend
the city of Chambersburg, Pa., which, as it could not pay tin-

$500,000 in currency or $100,000 in gold demanded as the prif.'

of exemption, was. burned, leaving the greater part of the i)eoplt

homeless and helpless. Averell was but a few miles avv'ay Avith

his troopers, riding in hot pursuit of the marauders now that

tlieir whereabouts were known, and McCausland, leaving th*-

town in llaines, moved ra]>idly away toward the snutlnvest. Thr
way of retreat was not an easy one, the Union cavalry prL-ssini;

McCausland so closely that he had little opiun-tunity to demand
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' exemption money or apply the torcli. On the 7th of August lie

f Wiis attacked near Moorfield at the junction of the north and

south branches of the Potomac ])y Averell and utterly defeated,

:i large part of his command, with all liis artillery and most of his

wagons being captured, while the fraction which escaped was

scattered in broken fragments in every direction. From this

I
Mow Early's cavalry never recovered.

I
While these events were transpiring, it was but natural that

I the loyal people, especially those exposed to the incursions of the

1 desperate raiders, should be filled with alarm, and the news of

f Crook's disaster was the signal for the " about face " on the part

of the Sixth Corps. "We left the Thirty-seventh in cam]) beyond,

liockville at the close of the first day's jnarch. The onward way

was resumed early in the morning of the 37th, the column pass-

ing through some pretty villages, including Xealsville and Clarks-

burg, and halting near Hyattstown early in the afternoon. The

day's march had been only some 13 miles, but the weather was

excessively hot and the men were foot-sore and dispirited at the

prospect before them. Fortunately they were again in a country

wiiere blackberries abounded and many of them flavored their

army rations with a delicious if informal dessert.

Starting at 7 o'clock iu the morning of the 2Sth, the column

passed through Hyattstown and to and beyond Urbana, halting

. al)out noon near Monocacy Creek on the scene of the recent battle

between Wallace and Pearly. Eesting through the severest heat

of the day the regiment m.arched again at 5 iu the afternoon,

fording the creek, and leaving Frederick to the right and rear

halted a little short of Jeiferson at midnight. Only a fcAv hours

could be devoted to rest and sleep, sadly as these were needed by

the exhausted soldiers ; then up and on again, through Jetferson,

C'entersville, Pctersville, to Knoxville on the bank of the Poto-

mac ; thence up the river to and across the i)onton bridge leading

into Harper's Ferry, and four miles beyond to llalUown where

the command halted in line of baf lie. The day's march had been

'•lit 15 miles, yet it was estimated thai AO men in the corps hail

difd of snn-strukL' daring the day.

The forces of Wriglit and Crook were now reunited with tlu'ir
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faces in the sup2)osecl direction of tlie enemy, wlien news was n -

ceived of McCausIand's raid and the burning of Chambersbiir::.

Iluntcr was at once ordered by ILilleck to send tlie troops back
to Frederick to prevent tlic eneiuy from moving southward bv

that route. General Wright protested that his men were unlit

to march, but the order was insisted upon and at 3 o'clock the

movement began. At Harper's Ferry a long halt was made, ainl

the whole army being packed into the narrow valley exposed lo

the direct rays of tlie burning sun—the day being one of the lutt-

tcst ever expei-ienced—suffered terribly. Many men had already

fallen from the ranks of the Thirty-seventh with sun-stroke, an-l
'

while waiting here Edward Dunn of Company I died from the
|

heat and exhaustion. |
The entire army w\as obliged to cross the river on a single pen- ,'

ton bridge, and the process was a tedious one : but once across
|

the column wound its way along through the greater part of the I

.

night, passing Sandy Hook and Knoxville, finally halting near

Pctersville, where the command rested till afternoon. Then tlie t
bugles sounded, the individuals fell into their places almost auto-

|
matically and the great mass of suffering, despairing humanity 1

moved out into the withering lieat and the stilling dust. Ir I

passed through Jellcrson, climbed tlie tedious slopes of Catoctiu I

Mountain, looked out from the summit over the vast expanse t-f |
country which seemed but an invitation to peqietual iournevini,'

:

then it wound down into the valley till within little more than a U
mile of Frederick, when the welcome orders to stack arms aixl |}
break ranks were received. Ten miles had been accomplished, ll

and short as was the distance one-half tlic members of the iSixtli ^|

Corps—that organization wliosc powers of endurance had won fl

the admiration of the world—had fallen out by tlie way. Many
were still toiling along as best tliey could, but others in fearful

numljcr were quite l)roken. down or had been prostrated by the

deadly sun-stroke.

Tlius closed the month of July, ISGl,—one of the most tryin.i:

exi-crienced by the regiment. The lirst two days of August were
devoted to rest, though on the 2d marching orders wore again

promulgated; the Thirty-.seveiitli i)acked up and iuid proceeded

:\
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:iboiit 20 rods whuu the time of moving was postponed to next

morning, rations were drawn and the camp settled down for the

niglit. During the day Chaplain Morse rode to Frederick, and

while there lost liis mucli-prized horse by theft.

At sunrise of August '.) the Tliirty-scventh took tiie lead of the

(.'orps in the day's march, which proved much less serious than

was contemplated. Passing through Lime Kiln Station and

Ikickeystown, five miles south of Frederick, the ^lonocaey was

forded half a mile beyond and on the southern bank the camj)

was established. Here, in a pleasant camp followed two days

more of quiet. The 4th being the day appointed by President

Lincoln for a national Fast day was observed by services in front

uf brigade head-quarters.

The day following General Grant visited General Hunter at

Iiis head-quarters at Frederick, and an important change was

tlie result. Two divisions of cavalry from the Army of the

Potomac had been ordered to join the forces already available

against Early, such of the Xineteenth Corps as was at "Washington

had been sent up and the rest of it was under orders for the

same destination, while General Sheridan had been relieved from

duty with the Army of the Potomac and was then at Washing-

ton awaiting such command as it should be decided to give him.

After consultation between Grant and Hunter the latter was re-

lieved of his command and Sheridan was at once telegraphed to

take command of all the forces in the field. At the same time

the Middle Military Division was constituted, composed of the

four departments of AVest Virginia, the Susquehanna, Washing-

ton and the Middle Department, Sheridan being assigned to the

command of the new Division. Organizing his cavalry into a

eurps under the command of General Torbert, the new comman-
der was prepared with a stronger force than had ever before oper-

ated in tlie Valley to take up the work assigned him.

Simultaneously with the arrival of General Grant at Hunter's

h'.ad-quarters liianhing urders were promuliiated. Tlie Thirty-

-'•vonth receivt'd tlieirs during the evening of theoth, tents were

at once struck and everything packed, when it was found that

the regiment was to serve as wagon guard and consequently it
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would be some hours Ijcfore it would move. Kain fell duriu;^'

the night but ceased in the morning, and finally about 8 o'cloik

the long-expected summons came and the command trudgf({ ;

away in the rear of the trains. After making a few miles tlu;

now familiar Harper's Ferry road over the Catoctin ^Mountain

and by way of Jefferson was struck. The march continued all

day Avith no halt for dinner, nor did it cease till the evening '^

was far advanced, when the regiment sank down to sleep on I

the tow-path between the canal and the river, eight feet in •

width, along which the last part of the march had been made. ;

With daylight of the 7th the regiment was again on the \v,iy.

In an hour or two it toiled through Harper's Ferry once mon-. ;;"

and passing Bolivar Hights took its place Avith the corps, which }

had gone into position the day before. A considerable detail ?

went out on picket two or three miles in advance, and with n<> *

further incident than the advent of the paymaster with four

months' wages two days passed while Sheridan was preparing '.

for his forward movement. Torbert's cavalry arrived on tlu' ?

9th, and next morning the advance began. i

The Thirty-seventh ])roke camp soon after daylight, aji'l I

during the forenoon passed tiirough Charlestown. the count;. -

seat, made famous by the conviction and execution of Ji>lin

Brown in December, 1S59. As the different drum corj^s ai;-'.

brass-bands entered the streets of the forlorn village each took un.

with an energy reganllrtss of the terrible heat, the air of '' Jolm

Brown." At 4 o'clock the regiment halted near Clifton, \v]v.v-'

the left of the infantry line was established, facing toward "Wir.-

chester, and bivouacked for the night in a forest.

The seeoiul stage of Slieridan's movement contemplated tli'-

advance of his army to the Opequan, all the fords of which wi-rc

to be seized, and this }iart of the project was carried out early

in the morning of the 11th. It was then intended to throw tli'

Union army rapidly around in the rear and to the south > i'

Farly. wlio had been left the jnvvious nioruing near lUuik^ ;•

Hill, forcinir him to li'.:ht in tliat unenviable [losition; Init ili'

shrewd comuiaTuier iiad ahva'ly divined the intunu-m ai. :

marched his command to the south of Winchester, as Sheridan
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Iciirned early in Lhe day. The latter halted at Opoqiiau Creek

till further investigation could be made, the Thirty-seventh

heing sent forward some miles on a reconnaissance. Finding

nothing, they returned to the corps and a slow march to the

southward ensued, lasting till about sunSet, when the regiment

encamped in an open field not far from "White Post. Here

Xathan J, Hedger of Company C died from illness and the hard-

I ship of the campaign.

Edwards's Brigade was detailed on the morning of the 12th

to return to Winchester and escort Uie trains, which it Avas not

safe to move without a strong guard. The city was reached

about noon; Lieutenant-Colonel Montague was at once made
provost marshal and Companies C and G were detailed as pro-

vost guard. Considerable numbers of wounded cavalrymen

from both armies were found in the place, and though the gen-

eral sentiment was intensely Southern, it should be stated for

;l the credit of the citizens that the best of care was given regard-

j^f less of the sufferers* allegiance. The wagons started toward the

I
front about noon of the next day, the Thirty-seventh as rear

,,| guard once more, taking the Strasburg pike toward the sonth.

Kernstown, Xewtown and iliddletown were passed in due order,

and at 10 o'clock the brigade rejoined the corps near Cedar

I Creek, where the two armies were again confronting each other.

With no greater excitement than the skirmish lines afforded,

tlie time passed till evening of the IGth. Sheridan had now

4 become satisfied that Early, whose principal position and a strong

?f one was at Fisher's Hill, had received heavy reinforcements from

fl Petersburg, and directed a retreat down the Valley to the position

^ on the Opequan to whicli he had tirst moved out from Halltown.

It was 10 in the evening when the Thirty-seventh marched to the

t urnpike, along which it plodded all the rest of the night, reaching

Winchester about sunrise of the 17th. Halting therefor a while

the march was continued till the Opequan Creek was crossed,

wlien a halt was directed on the eastern bank. A niglit's rest

did not follow, however, for about midnight tiie regiment was

'ailed up, sent back across the creek and deployed as skirmisliers.

Morning saw the march continued toward Charlestown, by way

ir
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of Berryville, and when the way was clear the Tliirty-sevent):

rallied and followed. It rained must of the day, some of tin-

time severely, and the jaunt was a hard one, more especially a.--

the men had been practically without rations for two days.

Xear night a halt was reached in the vicinity of Charlestown

and a four-days' supply of food obtained, after which two days

of inaction ensued, the second being rainy.

The Sunday morning quiet of August 21 was rudely broken

j

by the long roll giving notice of the enemy's presence Early

had in fact been rcinforced.by Kershaw's division of infantrv.

I one of cavalry and some artillery, and Avhcn Sheridan fell ba<k

had followed sharply, taking up his former position at Bunkir

nill, leaving Anderson with the fresh troojis at "Winchester. A
combined attack was phmned for the morning of the 21st, An-

derson to advance by the direct route from Winchester whiK'

Early came in from the west. The former found the cavalry in

his front too strong and gave up liis part of the programme; bu;

Early came on impetuously, brushed away the cavalry outpost.-

and struck a swift and heavy blow upon the Sixth Corps skir-

mish line.

The Thirty-seventh were quickly under arms and were ordered

to strengthen the picket line. Lieutenant-Colonel ^luntaguo

led his command at a double-quick to a sunken road command-

ing a wide field in front, where they were judiciously poste«l.

and almost immediately the spiteful crack of the Spencer riih-

i began to be heard. The new weapon was having its first general

test, and grandly did it meet the ex}iectations which had been

i
raised. It was at first supposed that the enemy was beyond tin-

1 reach of niuskct fire, but on trial being made it proved that tlv

I

Spencer bullets could be sent there with remarkable precision

i considering the distance, and the firing became general. A si -

I
vere artillery fire was directed upon the Union skirmishers, and

I
the southern siiarp-sliooters did their best to dislodge the oi

-

!
nuxious V.inkves. but tlie line never wavered. The skirmishir:.'

i continued all tbrougli the day, the ContVdoratcs nuiking iiunu-.-

j

ou'S ciTovts to advance tlioir lines nnd post artilleiT in front • •

j

the seven-shooters, but wherever they appeared they were grtc!-

i

I
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oil with SO hot and well-directed a shower of bullets that they

wore forced to retire. To the left some progress was made, and

;it one time there was danger that the men of the Thirty-seventh

would be Hanked out of their position, but a detachment faced

tliat way and sent in so lively and accurate a fire that the dan-

ger was soon averted. Tlie new rifle was somewhat shorter and

heavier than the old, but the range was found to be superior;

indeed, there seemed no limit to the distance to which the bul-

lets might be sent with reasonable accuracy. The regiment

tired during the day some 200 shots per man, and when darkness

fell had the satisfaction of knowing that not an inch of ground
been yielded.

I But this brave resistance had not been made without loss.

Five men had been killed : Corporal Levi Davis and Ithapier

AVoodin of Company A, Silas Miller of Company B, Corporal

John E. Banks of Company G, and Robert Keiuhart of the Tenth
detachment. Fifteen others were wounded (see Appendix), in-

f eluding Captain William M. Hale of the Seventh detachment.

I
The four sergeants of Company F were all wounded, First Ser-

i
geant Joseph K. Taylor fatally. Sergeant Taylor was a young

I
man of line promise, who left the sopliomore class of Amherst

I
College, a home of alllueuce and charming social relations, to

I
offer his life on his country^s altar.

Finding his position at Charlcstown not so good for defense as

that at Ilalltown, Sheridan moved his army back to the latter

I
during the night. The Thirty-seventh vacated at daylight the

I
skirmish line which they had so well maintained, and followed

I
the movements of the main body, finding the army posted in an

I impregnable j)Osition with the riglit, the Sixth Corps, resting on

i the Potomac, the left, Crook's Eighth Corps, on the Shenandoah,

r the Nineteenth occupying tlie center,

I

For several days tliere was more or less skirmishing, in which

I
the Thirty-seventh had no active part. Early seemed to be feel-

iTig tlie front of the other corps in the hojie of finding some weak
.-:[>ot, and that failing he made demonstrations to right and left

a- though intending another invasion of Maryland; but the

i

Union cavalry in strong force was watching his every nioveuicut,
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and he presently retired again to his favorite location at rjiniVi-r

Hill. Sheridan, then, on the 28th, moved back to his Charlc>.

town position, and on September 3 advanced up the Valley t<» tin-

former position near I5erryville, where he proceeded to iiitrencii.

The same day General Anderson with Kershaw's divisio;;

started from Early's camps to return to Richmond bv wav i.f

Berryrille. As Crook's men were going into camp Anderson

came marching in among them. Both parties were wholly tuke!i

by surprise, but managed to get up a brisk skirmish, which lasted

through the following day. Early coming up to the assistance cf

Anderson, when the latter returned to camp and waited for ;i

week, when he again set out for Richmond, taking a safer route,

by way of Front Royal.

The two weeks which followed the establishment of Sheridnn'?

lines near Berryville were marked by no incidents of especi;il

importance to the infantry of the Sixth Corps. Frequent

clashes of arms occurred between the cavalry and the enemy, an!

sometimes scouting and foraging parties were sent out on foot,

meetins: with more or less adventure; but the usual routine of

camp life generally prevailed, drills were resumed to some extent, i i

and the men, invigorated by the cooler weather, recovered froiii

the exhaustion and illness induced by their recent terril)!'-
;

marches. On the IGth the veterans of the Tenth and Seventli •
\

regiments were consolidated into the comjianies of the Thirty- -

|

seventh proper, increasing its effective force by 73 men, anJ ||
entitling the regiment to additional officers, commissions for ||
whom were promptly fowarded. jj

On the ITth General Grant was in consultation with Sheridan. ^1

Kershaw had now left the Valley, it seemed ]iossible for Sheriduii *|

to strike such a blow as would free the region elfectually of thi \j

force which remained, and Grant's instructions to his lieutcnan! f|

were comprised in the two w(n-ds—"Go in I" Sheridan needc^i |j

no second invitation. ITis orders were at once issued, the troops m
were supplied with rations on Sunday, the isth, and next nor-i- 'r^

ing at 3 o'clock the Sixili Corps was on the road» Sheriibia ^-j

supposed Karly's force to be divided, as a column b.iid been f- h:

ported moving northward the day before., and instead of ^ilautinu'
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his army across the line of the Confederate communications, as

had Ijcon the original purpose, tlie Federal comniajider aimed

his blow directly at the enemy's main body. Tlie supposed

division had not taken place, however, as Gordon's command
iiad merely gone up to Martinsburg to drive away Averell's

cavalry and returned in time to take part in the battle.

The column which moved out in the darkness of the waning

night consisted of Wilson's division of cavalry, the Sixth Corps

with Getty's division in front and Russell's in the rear, the

Nineteenth Corps to follow directly and the Eighth being held

in the rear to await developments. The line of march was ah-ng

the Berryville and Winchester pike, which crossed the Opcquan

Creek at a difficult ford near the mouth of Abraham's Creek.

The latter stream flows in from south of Winchester, while Red

I)ud Run, which empties near the same point, rises to the north

of the city. On the section of land between these two streams

the battle was principally fought. After crossing the Opequan

the pike runs for some two miles through a narrow wooded

ravine, at the western entrance to which, where the ground be-

comes more open and possible for military operations, the

enemy's outposts were encountered.

Through this gorge Wilson's cavalry swept like tlie wind in the

early morning's gray, captured the outposts and secured ground

for the deployment of the infantry and thus successfully accomp-

lished the first stage of the battle. Then through the long hours

they held on till the head of the Sixth Corps came in. sight.

Getty's division went into position on the left of theuturnpike

and Ricketts's on the right, Russell's in rear of the -hlttdr'iii; re-

serve. Then came another lung wait for the Xine&entbiCibrps,

which had followed the trains of the Sixth. During;nU tiiis'iiimc

the enemy kept up a heavy artillery fire, as they had tliiiougliout

the deployment, but the troo])s were sheltered! by thie;gircmud gw

tiuit the loss was trifling. Finally the Xineteehtli;cam« itpaind

v.t'iu int) line on the right of the Sixrh, when the ordeibro,'a<l-

\;uue was given, ivusseirs ilivi^sion reniainediin reserve.;.: At

oii(.c the crash of battle broke with terrible lury.i ; And a, deadly

hiittle it proved from 0])eniug to close. •.'Is L'iLher!sidoi|Kidrik'ld
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works or other ])rotcction than tlie natural contour of the j,'rouii.l

allurded, and the loss of life was heavy.

At first the forward movement of the Union forces proniisi Vi

well, and the enemy was forced ])ack by the strong blow deliv-

ered. But the two divisions of the Sixth Corps, guiding on tlu-

pike which ran between them, were deflected to the left, and tlic

connection of the two corps became weakened. Xo sooner wa?

this defect discovered than the Confederates took advantage oi

it. Rodes's and Gordon's divisions, led by Battle's brigade of

the former, were driven like a wedge against the weak point ana

the two imperiled divisions of the Federal army—Grover'a of tin-

Nineteenth and Ricketts's of the Sixth—were broken and fell back

with considerable loss. As a consequence the entire Union line-

drew back from the point of its farthest advance.

The Thirty-seventh was on the right of the brigade, and tlu

quick eye of Colonel Edwards comprebending at once where tii<

work of checking the Confederates must be done, he ordcrt-ii

the regiment to move to the right. The movement was niatii

by the flank under cover of the ravine which extended at neany

right angles to the pike, bending a little to the rear. . A position

was taken somewhat in advance of Stevens's Fifth Elaine r>iit-

tcry, which was doing excellent service, the line of direct ioi.

being changed so that when halted the command faced to tlif

northwest instead of west. Looking out of the ravine, whiil'

was barely deep enough to conceal the movements of his reg-

iment, Lieutenant-Colonel Montague saw about GO yards in

front a body of Confederates, which proved to be the old "Stone-

wall" Jackson Brigade, advancing and evidently making f-T

the battery in rear of the Thirty-seventh.

The enemy's line was somewhat ragged, both from the opp"^:-

tion it had already received and because in an advance of anv

troops for a consideral)le distance the more adventurous or ex-

citable get ahead while those less anxious for close quarters laj^

behind, and the command bceomos broken so that it cannot act.

either on the olTensive or defensive, with its full strength. Tin-

was the condition of the brigade which the Thirty-seventh v. Hi-

their Spencer rifles were now to face alone. There was n«'
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doubt in the mind of their commander of the course to pursue,

or what tlie result would be. Instantly the message was passed

l
down tbe line to each company commander that not a shot must

i 1)0 fired till the order was given, and that at the word every man

I must charge the rebels at a run,

f "Forward!" at length rings out, and from the little ravine

I
the regiment emerges, steady and firm, Avitli its 29G rifles and

I seven times that number of deadly shots within them. The

Confederates were astonished to see a regiment emerging as it

were from the ground, but they were more astonished at the

I severity of the fire which opened upon them. One crashing vol-

I
ley followed the order to fire, supplemented by such a rapid suc-

f cession of shots that by the time half the distance had been

i passed the magazines were emptied of their seven cartridges.

I
The demoralization of the Confederate line was speedy and

*
complete. While the greater part, fighting more or less, strug-

gled back to the position from which their advance had been

: made, a large number threw themselves upon tlie ground where-

t ever a ditch or gully gave promise of protection from the terrible

fire poured upon them by the repeating rifles, and were taken

prisoners by the Thirty-seventh, For fully half a mile the pur-

I suit was kept up, and it is believed that the number of prisoners

\ taken by the regiment was fully equal to the number of muskets

it carried into the field that day. Among the trophies ca])tured

f was the battle-flag of the Second Virginia regiment, inscribed

I with tlie names of 17 battles, including tlic First Bull Run, in

I
which the regiment had taken part.

! A halt was finally called upon the brow of a hill at the extreme

end of a little triangular piece of woods, beyond which the strong

line of the enemy was cU-arly observed. A short distance to tlic

[
left and in front was a tliick wood and at once the left comj)any

i under Captain J. A. Champney was sent to observe the enemy,

L so tliat they shouhl not come unheralded upon the new position

f of the Thirty-seventh. In a few minutes Captain Chamf)noy

returned, quite out of lu-eath, having been obliged to n\:\\<.v a

considerable dctou'r at the top of liis spend to avoid the hostile

fire, and reported that ho was on the flank of a Conft'deratc
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battery which, with more assistance, he could silence. As Caji-

tain Chanipncy came in on the run to rei)ort to his reginioiitiJ

commander what he had discovered, he mot General Upton, wh..

was just coming up, and who, mistaking the motive of the cap-

tain's haste, sternly ordered him back to his regiment. Too full

of the im])ortance of his discovery to weigh his words, or to re-

gard the possible conse']ucnce to himself, but filled with angi-i-

at the imputation upon his courage (of which no member of tlie

regiment had greater measure), the brave and excited subaltcn;

screamed out at the top of his voice and without checking hi--

speed " Go to hell I

"

Captain Hopkins (who had recently returned to service in the

regiment, taking command of Company C) was sent with hi.-

company and a few of the best shots of the regiment to the

scene, and under his direction a stream of bullets made the placf

too hot for even Early's veteran artillerists. The men were

driven away and the horses killed, but later some Confederate.-:

crawled up through the grass, attached ro})es to the guns nun

dragged them away.

Already the Thirty-seventh had lost many of its brave men
and officers killed or wounded. As it went into position Color

Sergeant Patrick Dunnivan of Company H received a wouiul

through the shoulder, but the colors were caught Ijy Corpora!

Edward D. Hooker of Company D, who bore the Massachusctt.-

flag. Corporal Hooker was promptly promoted to sergeant ami

carried the national colors to the close of the regiment's service.

Very soon after Captain J. A. Loomis of Company E received a

bulk •: through the thigh, inllicting a severe wound which o.-i

the regiment the services of a brave and cfliciont otlicer.

The Confederate success was now thoroughly checked, but ii

had been done at the cost of one of the nol)lest officers in the

Union army,—General David A. Russell, who while hurrying iii^

troops to the occupation of the crest just referred to and riding

in the rear of the right wing of the Thirty-so^ enth regiment, alii r

having received a severe bullet wound in tlic left breast of whiih

JK^ nuide no mention, wa.s struck from bis hor.se bv a piece of yjieli.

The missile passed directly through his chest, inllicting u wound

i
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from which he died after a few minutes' terrible suifering.

General Upton succeeded to the command of the division.

l It was about lialf-past 12 when Lieutenant-Colonel Montague

I
halted his regiment in the iiosition referred to, and for some 30

^ minutes afterward the Thirty-seventh held the vantage ground

I alone, till some troops of U})ton's brigade came up. As the other

I
regiments of Edwards's Brigade had advanced beside the pike

I
while the Thirty-seventh changed its direction, the latter regi-

ment found itself considerabiy to the right of its fellows.

About half-past 3 Lieutenant-Colonel Montague discovered

from the position of Captain Hopkins's command on the flank

3 that the rebels, broken on the right by the pressure which Gen-

I eral Crook was bringing to bear upon them, were hurrying past

^
in squads at a point some 80 rods in front of his command.

I
Determined to cut off this avenue of esca2)e, and having no

f time to obtain orders from superior othcers, Montague moved
the companies from the woods, reunited the regiment and with

:• slight loss planted it across the path of the fugitives, picking

I
up a few prisoners on the way.

Along the entire line the tide was now setting strongly in

favor of the L^nion arms; officers and men alike thrilled with

the excitement of the coming victory. The impetuous young

General L^pton chafed at even tlie temporary stands being made

by the enemy. "What regiment is this?" he asked, galloping

in front of the Thirty-seventh. Being answered he grasped tlie

l colors and shouted: " You are the boys I want; come on, and I

will put you where you can whip them in ten minutes I"'

Away went the gallant otticer, straight toward the enemy's

line, with the colors of the Thirty-seventh fluttering about his

head. "Come on, boysl" shouted Lieutenant-Colonel Montague

springing in front of his command, and the whole line swept

forward, otticers and men cheering, shouting, swearing, each

striving to be first to reach the destination. Line officers and

f file-closers forgot their accustomed positions and pressed through

the rushing lino if poi.sihU^, but there was no work for tlii-ni in

the rear, lor during the whole terrible day not one man in the

regiment was missing from his phice unless killed or wounded.
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It was a mad race till the enemy halted and rallied once more
at the to}) of a considerable hill. A sharp-shooter's bullet struck

'

|

the staff of the flag, General Upton was seriously wounded and t
the colors dropped to the ground. Captain Donnelly and Color-
Bearer Hooker simultaneously seized the banner and it was u\>

again in a moment, wliile the regiment rapidly rallied about it.

The Thirty-seventh were now in a perilous position, for thev
were far in advance of the main line, tlie enemy was making :i

firm stand once more and the ammunition for the Spencer ritles

had given out. Fortunately Colonel Edwards discovered the
situation, and the Second Khode Island, having filled their

pockets with Spencer cartridges, were deployed as skirmishers
and pushed across an artillery swept plain several hundred yards
in breadth, bearing timely succor to the regiment still resolute-
ly holding with empty guns its vantage ground.

Pre])arations were now being made for the grand charge which
it was intended should close the day in triumph for the Union
arms. The Eighth Corps was crumbling the Confederate left

flank, and the cavalry to right and k-ft were instructed to co-

operate the moment Early's lines should yield before the blows
of the infantry. The resulting charge was the most magnificent
of the war. The roar of Crook's guns gave the signal for the
bugles of the other corps and '^ Forward !" shouted general and
colonel and captain and i)rivate. Everywhere the Confederate
lines gave way, and as they broke the flashing sabers of the
Union cavalry began to slash and hew npon the yielding flanks
and toward the rear. There were earthworks near Winchester
which had been constructed long before, and behind them the
disorganized Southrons strove to make a stand. Vain attempt

!

The Union cavalry press around toward the rear, the Union in-

fantry sweep down upon the front ; there are cheers and shout.

^

and screams of triumph from the victors, and the broken rem-
nants of Early's army goes iiurrying through Winchester and uj.

the pike or across li.dds. wherever it niiy be possiide to esoap.^

their vengeful pursuers. The Union victory was full and com-
plete, the ])ursuit being continued to Kcrnstown, where Kani-
seur's division succeeded in making something of a stand, ami as
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the Union army was hungry and tired, although boiling over with

enthusiasm, it was decided that they should rest till morning.

(The victory had been won at a severe cost. The loss on each

side was not far from 5,000, the Federal a little greater and the

Confederate something less. The latter had Generals Rodes and

I Godwin killed. The most notable loss on the Union side was

I
tiuit of General Russell, already referred to.

I
The Thirty-seventh had fought brilliantly from beginning to

end of the battle, and had won for itself the highest praise for

unwavering gallantry and well-directed effort; but it had been at

a serious cost. Taking into the fight 296 muskets, it had lost 15

I
enlisted men killed and 7 officers and 72 men wounded—very

I nearly one-third of its numbers. The killed were : Company

I
A—Corporal Williani Palmer, Daniel Cronin, George A. Ferrin

I and Edwin G. Taylor; B—Lyman Chapel, George J. Daniels

t and James Gendrou ; C—Sergeant Martin Schemmerhorn ; D

—

John M. Worthington ; G—Sergeant Vincent H. Tanner, 8eth

i Belden and John T. Follansbee ; H—Corporal Moses S. Ames
J and Miles H. Blood ; I—Augustus E. Pease.

The wounded oflicers comprised Captains Mason W. Tyler,

^
neck ; J. A. Loomis, thigh ; and George Pierce (transferred

I from the Tenth), shoulder ; First Lieutenants Charles 8. Bard-

I well, abdomen, fatally ;* E. W. Harris, hand ; Francis E. Gray,

neck ; and William H. Cousens, (transferred from the Tenth),

thigh. The loss in non-commissioned officers was especially

I
heavy (see Appendix for complete list), and of many of those who

I
had fallen it might with great truth be said that " Death loves

;,

a shining mark."

•Lieutenant Bardwell was wounded just before the last charge by a mu?ket bullet which
passed through his body while he was bending over giving a drmk of water frcni his canteen to a

wounJed comrade. He m.ide a brrivc tight for life, eiulurinf; snat sutfcring with unl'.inchinK for-

titude till the morning of l ictober ', when he died. Hi> la^t few days were encouraged by the

pr' S'.iice ot l-.i-i home pastor, Rcv. J, W. Lane, -vho alter his death aicompanied the body h-'nic.

It is no ti:sp;-.ra«ment tu his comrades to say thai no braver oriicer, no ptrer patriot, no truer

t. hristian could have been found in all the army. These qualities won for him the univerval re-

;;ard ,-itid the wann friendihip bntli of his iillow-ofncers and thu men whom he ci'mnuuided or

N'.ith vihom he caiue in c. 'n: rjt. Makir.i; a tormal prote>si<iii of reii;.;ion and uiiit'.Uj: with the

cliurch aitcr his euiistmcn!, he never tor a nionu nt waverud in the cause oi his esf.ous.J, and his

dc.itli was a notable scene ''f CIiristia;i trust nid triiuupii. Piuiiv:; his la--! hours a nif-<iai;e was
Sent ti Colonel Mortac;ii.', wh" I'.ad bctii l.is persi.n.ii iiiend .unl on hi- arriv.d liie dyin.;; man
said with a >nii;e. " Colmul, I have tried tu do my duly; ' ''

I know, am', so d.ics every iiiem-

lier of ilie ret;imeiit, that you always have done your duty," was the sincere re^i>«>nse.
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ON PROVOST DUTY.—CHANGES AND PROMOTIONS.—P.ATTLE OF

CEDAR CREEK.—SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN.
^
I

The gallant service of Colonel Edwards and his command {

during the battle of tlie Opeqnan met prompt and hearty recog- \

nition from Generals Slieridan and Wriojht. No sooner did the ; J

fighting cease than Colonel Edwards was made commandant of t |

the post at Winchester with his brigade for a garrison. Lieu- ^
|

tenant-Colonel Montaijue was made Provost Marshal of the city » \

and the Thirty-seventh regiment was detailed as Provost Guard, * i

That night the regiment bivouacked in the yard of the Court i I

House, but "Were next day assigned quarters in convenient build- i ]

ings. The other regiments of the brigade were quartered at ''.

\

various points about the city.
j j

The garrison found an immediate demand for their services. ;
j

. The dead of both armies were to ])e buried,* 1,200 of the Con- ';

federate wounded were left as prisoners in the hands of the ,
'

victors; not less than 4,000 Union wounded required hospital } •

accommodations and care; the spoils of the battle-field were to '

\

be gathered, assorted and taken care of. with all the other duties

of a permanent post, while the rest of the army puslied on in

pursuit of the retreating foe.
I

'\

The best arrangements possible under the circumstances, it is [ ]

needless to say, were made for the wounded. The hotels and v
^

churches, barns and sheds and many of the dwellings werr |4

*One of tliL burial p.irtles -^ciit out tin? niornin:; after die battli: found a cle.Ti Confederate wiih

liis clop lying ln.side him. '1 iu: pour bruie tiiadi- s<> earnest protest to th-.ir movins; or U'liciiii ..;

tliL- hn<lv ot Ills master that tl'.ey passed on and left it inburltd. Next niorrii.;; he was still tlnTr

and had to he drai-;;id away bv a rope thrown ai)Oiit his liody. He was afterward released, but

at once rtturii' d to the crave and iiowled so piteously that he was again removed by the soldiers, j ,

who were much affected by the sccae. *
;
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packed with tliem, Blue and Gray side by side, the Taylor House

holding at least a thousand. Such as could bear transportation

were sent to hospitals farther north within a few days. The San-

itary and Christian Commissions were on hand with their com-

forts and skilled attendants. The subse<[ueut events in the

Valley were conducted with Winchester as a center, so that the

position of Colonel Edwards became one of importance from

its various routine and executive duties. These were discharged

with zeal and fidelity, winning the warm ai)proval of General

Sheridan, who desired to attach Colonel Edwards to his per-

sonal staff.

During the weeks passed by the regiment at "Winchester very

little happened rc([uiriug special narration. Tliere were various

details, expeditions from time to time into the surrounding

country, occasional duty as escort for prisoners being sent north;

but generally the current of life ran smoothly. Chaplain Morse,

who at the time of the battle was on a furlough, returned

toward the end of the month and at once fitted up a room for a

chapel where services were held on Sundays as well as frequent

evening meetings. The freedom of the city was practially en-

joyed by the men, their fare was good, and after their terribly

severe campaign of the summer they were quite content to watch

the waning of the season from their comfortable quarters.

Notice must now be made of many changes which had occurred

in the roster of officers and of others which were to occur while

the resriment remained in the citv. Second Lieutenant liobert

A. Gray of Company I resigned June 20, to receive promotion

in another branch of the United States service. During July

following First Lieutenant Jonas A. Champney of Company E
was mustered as captain of Company B, vice Pease who died of

wounds May 14; Second Lieutenant Charles S. Bardwell of

Company D was mustered as first lieutenant of Company E vice

Cliampney, but continued to serve in command of Company A
till his death wound was received. Major Marcus T. Moody

was mustered out July 20, and First Lieutenant .janies C. Chal-

nuTS July 30, both on aerttunt of (li.-al)iliiy re.sidliii,:^ fnun

Wounds. Second Lieutenant Eliliu H. iioekwooil was diseluirged
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August 29 for promotion in the Fourth Heavy Artillery. The
n'ginient having no second lieutenants for promotion, First iScr-

gcant William A. Calhoun of Coni])auy I was commissioned fn>t

lieutenant of Company G, vice Chalmers, and mustered Sei>-

tember 17. About the same time First Lieutenant Carlos C.

Wellman of Company A was commissioned and mustered :i.-

captain, and borne on the rolls of Company K, but on account

of disability he performed no duty in tlie. new rank and was %
mustered out October 12. Second Lieutenant Albert C. Sjtark^

'

of Company E, who had been commissioned but not mustere.!

as first lieutenant, Avas discharged for disability September 2(>,

as was Captain Joseph L. Ilayden of Company H two days latci-. f
As previously noted, the consolidation of the veterans from

the Seventh and Tenth regiments in the companies of tlu'

Thirty-seventh gave the lattia- sufficient numbers to allow tin-

commissioning of second lieutenants for all the companies, ami

October 23 the following were mustered to date from September
18 : For Company K, Sergeant ]\Iajor Hubbard ^l. Abbott ; for

A, Sergeant William C. Morrill of Company G ; for I, First Ser-

geant Richard H. Taylor of Company C ; for C, Sergeant Jolm
W. Stockwell of Company G ; for G, Sergeant James O'Connor

of Company K ; for F, First Sergeant William A. Waterman of

Company A but serving with Company E ; for H, First Sergeant

Flavel K. Sheldon of Company 1) ; for D, First Sergeant David

M. Donaldson of Company A ; for B, Private Samuel E. Xichols

of Company G ; for E, Sergeant Jesse Prickett of the san)e

company, transferred from the Tenth. Prickett being promoutl

vice Sparks, his muster only dated back to September 20, and

Morrill and Donaldson being absent wounded were not musteretl

till their return, about Xovonibcr 1. Few of these otHcers servo'l

with the companies on whose rolls tliey were borne. Donaldson,

Sheldon and Waterman continued to do duty with the companies

from which they were promoted, while Nichols took the place of

adjutant, temporarily vacated by liradley, who was made assistant

Provost Marshal under Montague, The promotion of Xichol^

from private to lieutenant was an excei)tional incident in ih*'

history of the regiment. Having tilled with credit various
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clerical positions, declining non-conimissioned rank, he was

serving as adjutant's clerk when his commission as second lieu-

tenant was received, and it is pleasant to record that he took the

new position with the hearty good-will of all the sergeants and

corporals who liad nominally been ''jumped" by his promotion.

It is not amiss to say in reference to this wholesale advance-

ment of enlisted men, that these and other like promotions were

judiciously made, and that in every case officers who were raised

from the ranks in recognition of fitness shown justified in the

more responsible positions the confidence thus manifested in

them. The discipline of the regiment in no way suffered from

these promotions ; the men recognized the fitness of the selec-

tions and respected the choice ; while on their part the new offi-

cers understood and sympathized with those they were called

to command. Thus a mutual respect and esteem deepened the

I tie which bound the different grades of the citizen soldiery with

I
a common fraternity and made the whole a strong and grand

I
organization. Nor should it be forgotten that, while no better

» disciplined volunteer regiment than the Thirty-seventh went
into the United States service, there was none in which the bond

(between the officers and the enlisted men was stronger or more
enduring. Twenty years have not weakened the admirations

and friendships formed in those days of trial,—time nor distance

can ever efface them.

I A few additional changes, occurring somewhat later in the sea-

I
son, may be noted here. Captain J. A. Loomis of Company K

I resigned on account of disability November 10, and Surgeon CJiar.
-

les r. Crehore resigned December 1. Assistant Surgeon Elisha

M. White was promoted to fill the last-named vacancy. First

^
Lieutenant Thomas G. Colt was promoted to captain and muster-

ed November 27 : First Lieutenant John S. Bradley was at the

^
same time made nominally the regimental adjutant : Second

Lieutenant II. M. Abl)ott was made first lieutenant of Company
II but was detailed for service with Company F ; while First

Sergeant Edward 1). Taylor of Company C was commissioned

and nmstered as seeoiul lieutenant of Compan}' K, Init continued

in service with G.
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The selection of a major to sncccofl Moody, rcsi^^rncd Jnlv •*<"•.

which had been hanging fire for some time, was completed i).-- 1
j

cember 2 by the commission and muster of Captain Rufns ]'. f^
Lincoln of Company C. First Lieutenant George II. Hyde uf ||
Company B was mustered as captain of C two weeks later, bur ?!

continued to command B
; the vacant first lieutenancy vrns fill.Mi

by the commission and muster on the same day of First Sergeaii!

Albert H. Vincent of Company II. On the 1st of January, ISO'.,

the vacancy in the roster of Company A caused by the promotion
of Wellman to captain was filled by the commission and muster
of Second Lieutenant Richard II. Taylor of Company I, Fir.<t

Sergeant Julius H. Eeed of Company B being made second lieu-

tenant of I,

Meantime, what had become of Early and his pursuers ? We
have said that on the night of the 19th of September Eamstur
made a stand at Kernstown, and the pursuit was given over ai

that i)oint by the Federal cavalry. The Confederate army a;

such made no halt, however, till it reached Fisher's Hill, where
it took up a strong defensive position. Sheridan promptly madf
liis plans for a fiank movement by the EigJith Cor])S while tlir

Sixth and Xineteentli threatened the apparently impre^-nablu
front. On the 22d the movement was executed and crownc;;
with entire success, the enemy being driven in confusion froni

the strong works, leaving more than a thousand prisoners in th.-

hands of the victors, with nearly 20 pieces of artillery.

For four days Early retreated up the Valley till he reache.i

Brown's Gap, where he expected to be joined by Kershaw's di-

vision, which had been ordered back to him in the hope of re-

pairing the disaster of the past week. The ex])ected reinforot-
ments were on hand the following day, and the two armies faei«i

each other again witli something of the old determination—Earlv
in the vicinity of the Gap and Sheridan at Harrisonburg. Th-
latter was now 80 miles from his base of suiiiilies at [Martinsburi:

:

and desirable as it seemed to push the enemy througli the muur.;-
aius in the direction of Charlottesville or Gordonsville, it b.--

eame inereasingly apparent that it would be imi)os>ible to pro-

visi<m the army for such a move. The country itself would af-
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ford no supplies worth speaking of, but it swarmed with guerril-

las and roving bands, making necessary a strong escort for every

train and protection for all lines of communication. Meantime

the Union cavalry were kept l)usy in laying waste the Valley, in

accordance Avith the orders of General Grant, so that it sbould

no longer be capable of affording subsistence for a Confederate

army, as it had so often done in the past^ Far as the SAvift horse-
j

men in strong force could penetrate, they left but a smoking

waste. Dwellings were spared, but mills, barns, granaries and

store-houses,—everything which could give aid to the foe, was

ruthlessly destroyed. The sight was a sad one, but it was a mili-

tary necessity ; the people of the Yalley had been among the

very first to lift the armed hand against the national government,

and they were now feeling to the full the curse of that war into

which they had been so eager to plunge, dragging so many inno-

cent and unoffending ones.

Sheridan began to fall back Octobers, and the next day Early

who had been further reinforced by Eosser's cavalry brigade,

moved out in pursuit. Eosser was especially anxious to redeem

the reputation of the Confederate cavalry, and his operations as-

sumed such an air of boldness that Sheridan directed Torbert to

"either whip him or get Avhipped" himself. Custer met Kosser

and Merritt encountered Lomax at Toms Brook on the 9th, and

in both cases the Confederates were whipped Avith a vengeance

and chased more than 20 miles. Sheridan's forces noAv retired

to Cedar Creek, the Eighth Corps taking position east of the

pike and the Nineteenth west of it, while preparations were

made to dispatch the Sixth to Petersl)urg. Tlie latter corps had

in fact marched to the Shenandoah opposite Ashby's G;ip, when
it was hurriedly called back. Early on the 13th suddenly re-oc-

cupied his old position at Fisher's Hill, threw forward a re-

connaissance within range of the Federal camps and nuulc the

latter aware of his presence by ])itching some shells in upon

them at dinner time. Two brigades of Tlioburn's division of

the ?]ighth Corj^s sallied out to meet them, but were driven

back. The Thirty-fourth Massachusetts regiment in one of

them lust fully a hundred men, while Colonel George D. AVcIls,
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I
comnuinding tlie lirigtide, was mortiilly wounded and fell intu /

the enemy's hands. Early then retired to his old fortifieations,
^

and the Sixth Corps on returning to the scene was placed in the

rear of the others.

Early could not long maintain his position in the face of the

Union army, for since the vigorous treatment of the Valley by

the latter it did not atlord sustenance for his troops, and his sup-

plies' were, fast becoming exhausted. Both armies knew that a

battle or Early's retreat must soon take place, and the reports of

the Union scouts indicated that the latter had really begun.

That was a mistake. The daring Confederate had thoroughly f

reconnoitered the Union position, made his plans for a flank

attack, and during the night of the 18tli his army crept forward

past the tlank of the unsuspecting camp, and in the early gray

of the foggy morning the blow, sure, swift and deadly, was struck.

Thoburn's division received the first volley. It was fired by

Kershaw's men as they came pouring over the intrenchmcnts

into the sleeping camp. The men rushed bewildered from their

tents to find the alternative of flight or caj)tivity only left. Tlu-

gallant Thoburn received a mortal wound while attempting to

rally his panic-stricken command. The other two divisions of

the Eighth Corps under Generals ilayes and Kitching were h;i.>- |l

tily formed to resist Kershaw's further progress, while General fj

Wright, in connnand of the army during the absence of Sheri-

dan, sent to General Ricketts in command of the Sixth Corps ti-

form two divisions on the pike. Kershaw was firing from the

captured camp upon the rest of the Eighth Corps with tlie Union

artillery left in his hands, when Gordon's division broke from

the forest on the Hank of Hayes and Kitching and the already

demoralized commands gave Avay utterly. The position tiius oii-

taincd by the Confederates commanded the Nineteenth Corp?

eompletely, and the latter was also directed to fall back.

Not far in the rear of the captured camps the Coufederatt-

encountered the Sixth Corr)s, a jiortion of whicli was making a

stand on a wooded eminence to check the enemy till a strongt-r

position could be taken up in the rear. Here General IiiokeH'

was wounded and the command devolved upon General Ge^ty of
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the Second Diyision, General Grant of the Vermont Brigade tak-

ing the division. West of iliddletown this division made
another stand, and when Wharton's division was thrown against

it, not only were the assailants repulsed but they were driven

hack in disorder by a gallant counter charge. Here General

Bidwell, commanding the Third Brigade of the Union division,

was mortally wounded. The Confederate repulse had been so

I serious that Early paused to concentrate his army to attack this

? single sturdy division, and when he again advanced it was to find

the entire Sixth Corps strongly planted across the pike north of

Middletown, with the cavalry on the flanks. Before this firm

front Early's demoralized troops recoiled, and he found it im-

possible immediately to bring them to another attack.

At this point General Sheridan rode upon the scene. On his

. way back from Washington he had passed the night with Colonel

I
Edwards at Winchester. Cannonading was heard before he

I
started for the front in the morning, but it was known that a

t Federal reconnaissance had been ordered for that morning, and

I no importance was attached to the sound. A short distance out

fugitives from the battle-field began to be met and Edwards's

l>rigade was at once ordered out to deploy across the pike and
!the fields to stop them. The retreating trains were directed to

park beside the turnpike and Sheridan dashed on toward the

front, uttering everywhere words of assurance and confidence.

I The line of the Sixth Corps as General Wright had been able to

;j| establish it was corrected and strengthened, such of the Nine-

a| teenth Corps as remained serviceable was brought up from its

fl rallying point in the rear and placed on the right of the Sixth,

ij and when Early finally succeeded in forcing his half-hearted

J^,,

troops forward once more against the Federal right they were
^' easily repulsed.

f At 4 o'clock the Union advance began, and it was one inviuci-

I
ble onward sweej), the niovernent being a magnificent left half

f wheel witli Custer's cavalry on the marching flank, thin the

i
Nineteoutli Corjis and the Sixtli, with ^^lerritt's horsemen at thu

I I'ivot. Earl}' had taken tlie ))recauti<)n to send his prisoners to

\ llie rear early in tiic day, but he saved little else. The 'U g^iUo

i
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which ho hiul ca])tured in the morning were retaken witli :hi

equal number of his own, 56 of his amlnihmces and over l,i>(i(.

of liis soldiers fell into the hands of the final victors. Never in

the whole war was there a more utter rout than had now hcf:il!.ii

the Confederates. The infantry pursuit stopped at Cedar CrcfA-,
hut the cavalry kept on some miles further, riding through tlir

mass of fugitives, capturing, burning and destroying.
Early's, prestige as a commander and his military power in I

the Valley were now completely broken, but it had been at ,i

'

cost of nearly 6,000 Union soldiers killed, wounded and missin- :

Among the dead was one of the Old I^ay State's noblest youni: .*

soldiers,—Charles Russell Lowell, Jr., whose commission as a |
brigadier general of cavalry had that day been signed. Colonel |
Kitching. commanding a division of the Eighth Corps, was nho

|
mortally wounded. Among the other wounded were Genera! £

Wright, General Grover and Colonels Mackenzie and Penrodc |
commanding brigades.

^
For the glorious termination of that day's adventure tlic f

country rang with the praises of General Sheridan, salutes wen. %
fired by all the Union armies, and he was commissioned a niaj'T U
general in the regular army on McClellan's resignation a lit'tK

|
later. But soldiers of the Sixth Corps will never forget the i]
credit due to that organization and its efficient commander. ||
General Wright. Repeatedly did a fragment of that corps throw .'•

j

itself across the path of the demoralizing rout and the exultant jt\

pursuit, checking the tide and gaining time for the stronger line {!

in the rear, till at the third stand it presented the complete fj
front before which the Confederate onset broke and recoiled with p
no possibility of further advance. I

The battle of Cedar Creek practically ended the fighting m i
the Valley, with the exce})tion of some minor cavalry en<rai:'- f:

ments. Early witlidrew to the vicinity of New Market, wIutc |j

his army was somewhat reorganized, and when Sheridan on tlif
Jj

9tli of November took up a position at Kernstown he followct f'!

and three days later made a sliow of olfering battle. Findiii- |i

tliat his challenge was to be aceeptid he witlidrew next nigiit 1;

and thenceforth remained steadily on the defensive in strong ^
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j)Ositions well up the Valley. It may be stated as disposing of

General Early as a factor in the war, that after most of his val-

uable troops had been dispatched to the assistance of Leo the

remainder took up a strong position near Waynesboro and liock-

flsh Gap. An attack by Custer's cavalry division on the 2d of

March, 1865, carried the position, capturing most of the troops

with scarcely the loss of a life, while Early and a few of his

officers escaped and fled to Richmond.

During the year now drawing to a close events of great im-

portance had transpired in other portions of the national field.

General Grant on his promotion to the lieutenant generalship

had given the immediate command of the Military Division of

the Mississippi to General W. T. Sherman, directing him to

make General Johnston's army, then in camp near Dalton, Ga.,

his immediate objective, in connection with the simultaneous

movement of all the Union armies which was planned for the

early spring.

The advance began the 7th of May, 1864. Sherman's forces

consisted of the Army of the Cumberland, General Thomas,

composed of the Fourth Corps, General Howard, Fourteenth

Corps, General Palmer, and the Twentietli Corps, made up of

the old Eleventh and Twelfth consolidated under General

Hooker; the Army of the Tennessee, General McPherson, con-
\

sisting of the Fifteenth Corps, General Logan, the Sixteenth,
,

General Dodge, and the Seventeenth, General Blair; the Army i

of the Ohio or the Twenty-third Corps, General Schofield. These
[

organizations with a proportionate force of cavalry and about

250 pieces of artillery made up a total of nearly 100,000 eflBcient

men, under able and trusted commanders.

Skirmishing and minor engagements immediately followed,
j

Sherman's army forcing its way through tlie rocky passes and i

defiles of that wild region and without a severe encounter fore-
j

ing .Johnston to evacuate his strong camp at Dalton and hasten
j

to Kesaea, a doZ(:-n miles south, to moot the Union army which I

had p;is-!cd around his flank. Serious lighting ensued on the 1-ith
'

:uid 15th, and during the night of the latter Jolmston, whose

j>()sition had become imperiled, withdrew. Pushing steadily
;
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southward to Adairsville, tlic Southern coniniaiider tli(nii,dii t<>

make a halt and offer battle; but after a slight engagement lit.'

again withdrew in the night, moving most of his force to Cii--;-

ville, while a smaller detachment took the road to Kingston. .\i

the former place another stand was made, but no battle resuUfd,

for with the firing of the first Federal artillery the Confederate

corps commanders, Hood, Polk and Hardee, declared their posi-

tions untenable, and again the columns moved southward. Tln'

Etowah river was crossed, and finally Johnston selected ]S\-w

Hope Church as the proper point for offering battle. His line:^

ran from a point two miles south of Dallas and extended sev-

eral miles to the northeast. The position was a strong one and

had been carefully intrenched.

The battle of New Hope Church was begun by Hooker's corps

near night of the 25tli, during a severe thunder storm, but its

determined assaults were repulsed. The rest of the Union

army came up as rapidly as possible and intrenched in front i^r

the enemy's position, and tlu-ough the succeeding days there

was more or less fighting, with continuous sharp-shooting ami

skirmishing. On the afternoon of the ;^.Sth a very determinui

assault was made on Logan's front by Bate's rebel division, in-

volving other troops of both armies, but the assailants were

driven back with severe loss. On the 4th of June Johnston

evacuated his lines at New Hope Church, Sherman liavin;:

worked so far to the east as to render the position untenable,

and the tide of battle surged back to the vicinity of Marietta, in

front of and covering which Johnston drew his new lines.

The two armies confronted each other again on the 1-ith, tlic

Confederates behind strung lines of intrencliments, and durin,'

the skirmishing the Southein General Polk was killed by ;i

cannon-shot. A long scries of engagements, charges and coun-

ter-charges had now begun, the enemy being slowly but contin-

ually pressed hack toward Marietta. On the •.'•2d Hood made a

determined attack on Hooker and sulTercil a (onsiderablc lus-:

on the 27th Sherman assaulted in turji and was repulsed ai ;i;I

points with a kiss of ;j,OOU men.

Sherman now decided upon another movement by the tlank.
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and as it progressed Johnston was obliged to quit his intreiich-

ments before Marietta, wliicli he did July 2, closely followed l)y

4 Sherman. Two days later lie crossed the Chattahooche and
intrenched. On the 7tli Scliofield crossed at Powell's Ferry on
his flank, and on the 10th Johnston took a position covering

Atlanta and facing Sherman. A week later the latter began ac-

tive siege ojjcrations, which were carried on till the fall of tlie

city with great energy. A sharp sally was made by Hood on the

20th, wliich was easily repulsed ; but on the 32d a more deter-

mined sortie was made, resulting in what is known as the battle

of Atlanta. During the fight General McPherson was killed,

General T.ogan taking temporary command of the Army of the

Tennessee, to which General Howard was appointed four davs

later. General Hooker, feeling aggrieved at the selection, re-

signed his command of the Twentieth Corps and was succeeded
by General Slocum, General D, S. Stanley succeeding Howard
in the command of the Fourth Corps. On the Confederate side,

Johnston had some days before been succeeded bv Hood, who
carried on a steadily losing struggle till the 1st of September,
when he evacuated Atlanta and the following day General Sher-

man took possession.

The purpose of Sherman's campaign had thus in a great mea-
sure been attained. The most important point in Georgia was
in his possession, for in a numufacturing as well as in a military

sense Atlanta was the heart of the Commonwealth. Hood had
moved westward into Alabama with the remnants of his armv,
and it was evident that he intended to harass Sherman by falling

upon his communications or leading him a wild race back into

the beirder states if the victorious general should undertake to

follow him. The plan upon wliich Sherman decided was quire

dillerent, being to march directly through the heart of Georgia

to Savannah on the sea coast, leaving General Thomas with a

portion of the army to attend to Hood.

The march through (.Jeorgia was one of the remarkable and
picturesque features of the war. It was decided u])on Ocio-

ber 11, and the resistless legions started soutJiward from At-

lanta on the 14th of November. Moving in parallel columnrf,
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living upon the coiuiliy ;in(l leaving behind a trail of Avar's

desolation GO miles in widlli, tlie expedition moved unchockL-.l

and witbonl: liuhting a Lattlo M'orthy the name to the sea-coast,

investing Savannah on the 10th of December, On the Kith :i

force under General IIa;^f'n ca})tured Fort McAllister, an im-

portant work opening communication with the Union fleet oiT

the harbor. Ooncral JEavdee, who commanded the garrison of

about 18,000, evacuated Savannah during the night of the SOtli,

retreating to Cbarleston, and the following day Sherman occu-

pied the city.

The campaign between Hood and Thomas proved an exciting

and an important one, but its main features may be very brielly

recordod. Tliomas concentrated at Nashville, which Avas certain

to be Hood's ol)jective point, and the first severe engagement was

the battle of Franklin, v.diich was fought November 30 between

General Scliolield's command, consisting of the Twenty-tliird

and part of the Fourth Corjis, and Cheatam's, Stewart's and
Lee's corj)s of Hood's army. The latter assaulted the Union
position with reckless desperation and obtained possession of an

advanced work held by two brigades, but their success ended
there. TIk; wssault on tbe main lines was repulsed with terrible

slaughter. 'J'vvoive of Hood's generals were killed or woun(le<l.

32 of his battle flags were left in Federal hands, and his entire

loss can hardly have been less than 8,000 men; the Union loss

was 2,32G. That night Schofield retired to Nashville to join

forces witli Thomas, and on the 4th of December Hood formally

invested the place.

The battle of Nashville, fought on the 15th and IGth of De-
cember, was one of the most disastrous to the Confederate arms
ill the entire counse of the war. On the first day Hood's lines

were by a vigorous attack of Thomas's army driven back fully

two miles to a strong line of hills, to which the waning army
strove de;^pcratcly to cling the following day ; but the resistless

energy of the Thiion as?ault drove Hood's weakened battalions

out in a em.nploto rout. A broken rabble retreated to Tupelo,
^fiss., wheru Hood as!^emV)led what he could, furloughed a con-

siderable part and then asked to be relieved of the command.
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i Thomas, having followed the remnants of Hood's force across

the southern line of Tennessee over horrible roads, was preparing

to go into winter quarters in Northern Georgia, Alabama and

Mississippi when he received orders from General Grant to con-

tinue the campaign, in common with the other commanders.

^ While these and minor military events had been transpiring,

f an important presidential election had taken place. President

Lincoln was renominated by the Union National Convention at

Baltimore, June 7, and Andrew Johnson, then military governor

of Tennessee, was named for vice-president. The jjlatform

i adopted indorsed President Lincoln, promised to sustain the

I Government, declared against compromise with the rebels

and for the sacredness of the public debt. The opposition or

Democratic convention at Chicago, August 29, put General

George B. McCIellan in nomination for the presidency with

George H. Pendleton of Ohio, a rank secession .sympathizer, for

the second place. The key-note of their platform declared the

war a failure, and on that issue the political canvass was waged.

It was a remarkably bitter one, but ended in the triumphant re-

election of Mr. Lincoln, only three states—New Jersey, Delaware

and Kentucky—giving their electoral votes for General McCIellan.

With this expression of the unalterable determination of the

loyal people of the North, with Sherman sweeping through the

heart of the Confederacy, with the harbor of Molnle occupied by

. Farragut's fleet, with Hood's and Early's armies practically

annihilated, with the grasp of Grant constantly tightening on

the principal Confederate army in front of Petersburg, with

universal exhaustion and loss of heart throughout the South,

with only Davis's iron despotism to hold the Confederacy to-

gether, it needed no astute prophet to realize that the beginning

of the end was at hand.





CHAPTER XIX.

THE PETERSBURG CAMPAIGN.

M
I

i

* i

AGAIN 13?" THE TRENCHES.—DAYS OF SIEGE.—AT HATCHER'S

RUN.—PREPARING TO STRIKE.—FALL OF PETERSBURG. I

I

The Sixth Corps began to leave the Shenandoah Valley on its

return to the Army of the Potomac before Petersburg early in

December. The Third Division went through Winchester on

the 3d, the Second following six days later. A heavy fall of

snow the following night wrapped everything in its white pall

—

f

a very disagreeable one to the soldiers in their temporary camps.
|

For a day or two alternating rain and snow rendered existence 1

1

out of doors peculiarly disagreeable, and when fair weather again * i

prevailed it brought with it such severe cold as seemed to pro- f I

claim that the reign of winter had indeed begun. I [

In the midst of this material chill, on the evening of Decern- I j

ber 12, just twelve weeks from the time that the regiment had |

been ordered into Winchester, it received orders to prepare for ||

departure on the morrow. There was some speculation, some i I

preparation, some words of regret were spoken; but marching '
j

orders had long since lost their novelty, a sort of involuntary i

philoso]>hy had been adopted by the men, based on the old Sj

maxim that ''what can't be cured must be endured," so that i1
r i

morniug found the command refreshed by a good night's rest ^s

and prepared to accept whatever fate might have in store.
|j

Lieutenant-Colonel Montague was at this time absent, having
|:|

been disabled by an accident some time previous while at home *•

in ^Massachusetts on a furlough, the re2:iment having during his <,

altsence been commanded by Captain Donnelly, the senior olUcer \

present. Q
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Morning brought the unavoidable bustle of preparation, tlie

battalion line was formed, and a few parting words were spoken

In- Colonel Edwards, who expressed regret at the necessity for a

temporary separation. Marching to Stephenson's Depot, some

isix miles to the northeast of Winchester, where the regiment

stowed itself upon a train of freight cars, the journey was made

thence by rail to Washington. It was not wholly a pleasure trip;

the weather still remained sharply cold, the movements of the

train were unavoidably slow, the positions of the men were

cramped and uncomfortable. Yet when the latter recalled the

many terrible pilgrimages made over the same region on foot,

they simply drew a little closer to each other to avoid the search-

ing winds and listened placidly to the steady rumbling of the

train as it rolled on tlirough valley and past hill.

Harper's Ferry was reached about dusk, and with but little

dcLiy the train moved on in the direction of Washington. The

I
moon was at its full and shone with rare splendor, but its charm

f could be little enjoyed; there was a piercing chill in the night

I
air and every one was glad to wrap himself up as securely as

I
possible and doze away the long hours, if that were practicaljle.

I
Soon after daylight of the 14:th Washington was reached, and in

I
pursuance of his instructions Captain Donnelly reported to Gen-

eral Hallock the arrival of the regiment. " You will have to

wait a few days for transportation to City Point," was the a])-

I
parently indifferent response; but this was not unwelcome intel-

I
ligence, for the officers had many a little "errand" which it

I
\s'ould be convenient to attend to during such a delay, and the

I men would be quite willing to look over the Capital if oppor-

tunity should present. But Captain Donnelly had scarcely left

Ocneral Ilalleck's head-quarters when an orderly in haste sum-
moned him back. An explanation was in order. Halleck had

1 niisuiulerstood the report; he wanted the Thirty-seventh imme-

I
diately at the front: he did not understaml what regiment had

I
arrived; the command would therefore report at tiie wharf im-

mediately where it would be provided with facilities for reaching

its destination.

The afternoon saw the Thirty-seventh on board tlie transport
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steiimer Lizzie Baker, a neat and stanch craft on which they

journeyed comfortably to City Point, which was reached the fol-

lowing afternoon. A military railroad ran from this point alonir

the rear of the Union lines for the pur])Ose of furnishing su|)])lios

to the troops with the least possible employment of wagon trans-

portation, and on this the regiment was conveyed as far as Parke

Station where the short- winter's day ended and a place of

bivouac was selected near by. The night was cold, the ground

damp, and the contrast with the comfortable quartei-sfor so con-

siderable a time enjoyed at Winchester was one whicli the men
could not banish from mind as they shivered through the long

night.

A march of scarcely a mile the next morning brought the reg-

iment to the "front," where in rear of the strong cordon of

works which encompassed the Union camj)s it rejoined the bri-

gade, now under command of Colonel Isaac C. Bassett of the

Eighty-second Pennsylvania, who about that time was commis-

sioned a brigadier general. The position was near the line of *'.

the "Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of Fort Wadsworth—

a

strong work covering the railroad and the Halifax road near the

intersection of the Vaughn road.

The location was far from desirable. The ground was so low

as to be almost marshy, and the frequent storms which alter-

nated with excessive cold made the entire region a sea of mud.
Regardless of surroundings, or rather necessitated by the snr- |i

roundings to act promptly, the men at once set to work to con-

struct a camp on the thorough model of the two previous

winters. The details were much modified, however. The
regimental line had shrunk to a fraction of the former length

and the ten company streets of former years noAV shrank to tivc.

two companies occupying the different sides of the same avenue

and each finding ample accommodation in six or seven cabins.

A little distance to the rear of the streets ran the line of breast-

works facing in the direction of the enemy. The line oflicers'

tents and the cook houses were located in front of the men's

<[Uurters, while still farther out v^'ere the tents of the comman«l- |
ing officer and his staff. On the right of the camp, as one

»i

I
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I
looked from the head-quarters, were tlie drum corps, hospi-

I tal, commissary aud similar departments, stables, and subsc-
'-' .(ueutly the regimental chapel. Owing to the nature of the

i,fround, corduroy walks were a necessity, aud were hiid in every

(direction, so that it was soon practicable to go from any tent in

the camp to any other without stepping upon the muddy ground.

^, r>ut all these "improvements'" took time and a vast deal of toil-

I
some work. .While that is being carried out we will glance at

I the work which had been done by the army in the absence of

I
the Sixth Corps.

f During the month of July, 18G4, a mine had been run from

I
a point in the lines of the Xinth Corps under an earthwork in

I the enemy's fortifications known as Elliott's Salient, the explo-

ision of which it was expected would make such a breach in the

Confederate fortifications that an assaulting column could pass

I
through, seize Cemetery Hill in the rear and force Lee out of

I
iiis strong line. The explosion took place early in the morning

! of July 30, under especially favorable auspices. A large part of

I
Lee's troops had been drawn north of the James a few days

I
before by an expedition in that direction by the Second Corps

and cavalry supports; the explosion itself was a complete success

and a surprise to the Confederates from which they were re-

markably slow to recover. The apology for an assault by the

Xinth Corps, however, was one of the most disgraceful failures

in the history of the war. It resulted simply in the sacrifice of

many lives and in show^ing how utterly incompetent were some
of the general officers of that corps.

Two weeks later another and more formidable move was made
to the north side of the James, and considerable sharp fighting

ensued ; but no important results were obtained, and on the

!;iOth of August the expedition, which had been under the com-

mand of General Hancock, returned to tlie old camps. While

this expedition drew troops from Lee's southern lines a strong

push was made on the 18th by General Warren with the

iMfth Corps to extend the Union lines to the left, aud this was

athmdt'd with gnoil sucress. The Wcldon raih-oad, an important

line of cou\munication for^the beleaguered army, was reached and
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held, despite frantic efforts of the enemy to drive out the men

of the Maltese cross. On the scene of this triumph the Thirty- t
j

seventh were located on their return from the Valley. | I

General Hancock immediately on his return to camp was or- . 1

dered to Eeams Station, to tear up the railroad, from Warren's ; I

position to that point, and if possible to liowanty Creek crossiiiL'. J ]

eisrht miles south of there. The former was done and Gibbon's f
j

Division had just started out on the morning of the 25th for the i \

latter part of the task when A. P. Ilill with a heavy Confederal •• ^
j

force appeared on the scene and a stubborn battle.ensued, tlio '

|

brunt of which was borne by Miles's division. Ilaucock withdrew ? i

at night, having lost 2,400 of the 8,000 Union troops engaged, •

j

1,700 being prisoners, Hancock liaving no other intrenchmeftt.s \ i

than those very hastily cast uj) Ijy tlie Sixth Corps on the occa- J I

sion of its visit the previous June. On the 28th of Septemljer a ^ ]

strong movement from the Army of the James to the north of ,"

|

the James River resulted after a severe struggle in the capture f j

of Fort Harrison, a strong work containing 15 i)iece3 of artillery. i
\

on the New ]\[arket road, and as the position was a somewlijii « j

important one it was retained, notwithstanding tlie fierce etfort:^
| j

of the enemy to regain it. During this engagement General «

»

Ord was severely wounded in the leg and the command of tl)-

Eighteenth Corps passed to General Weitzel. Previous to this

time General Ord had succeeded General *'Baldy" Smith, Gen- ii

eral Birncy had succeeded General Gillmore in the command of I]

the Tenth, and General Parke was now at the head of the Xintli. li

In connection with the above movement another had been
|j

made from the left at the Wcldon railroad, by two divisions each r1

from the Fifth and Ninth Corps, and the line was by severe sj

fighting extended some two miles on that Hank. This ground

was held and connected with that already secured by a stroni:

chain of works, that at the extreme ilank being known as Fort

Fisher, afterward famous in the history of the Thirty-seventh

regiment. The L'uion lines had now been extended so far iu

this direction tliat Lee's communications were restricted to tin M
Boydtown plank ruad and the .Soutlisido railroad and the roaus

running beside it near the river. It was the earnest wish of the

U
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Federal commanders before settling down for winter quartors

that the remaining railroad might ut least be broken if it could

not be held, and for that pnrpose the available men of the three

corps were concentrated late in October and a movement in force

ensued. It was scarcely more than tlirce miles from the Federal

left to the Bo3-dtown road and about the same distance from that

})oint to the railroad ; but these iew miles were full of diflicul-

ties. Lee, realizing the importance to his army of the remaining
avenues of communication, had extended his intrenchments
southward covering the Boydtown road to Hatcher's Run, and
the country, being heavily wooded and swampy, Avas very embar-
rassing to military movements.

The army moved in three parallel columns, Parke on the

right feeling for the enemy's left Hank, Warren to the southward
to prolong the line when the position should linally be reached,

and Hancock still farther to the left making his way by a more
circuitous route. It will be noticed that all such movements
were met by a sharp counter-stroke from the enemy, delivered if

possible npon the unprepared columns, and this time the blow
fell upon Hancock. Halting nearDabney's Mills to endeavor to J

establish connection with the other corps, he received an attaek

from Hill which for a moment threw the Union troops into

confusion, but they rallied nobly and repelled their assailants
|

with severe loss. The prospect of accomplishing anything more
j

than a purposeless sacriftce of life was so faint, however, that
j

the expedition was given up and the troops returned to their i

camps on the morning of October 28.

With the battle of Dabney's Mills ended the active campaign- '

ing of General Hancock, than whom none had dene braver or '

better service. He Avas soon after ordered to Washington to i

organize what it was intended to make a new First Corps, the I

command of the shattered old Second Corps being given to >

Major General Andrew A. Humphreys.
j

The winter now wore away with the usual routine. Both
armies were ?o itremgly intrenehed that a snuiil part of the force

could be safely left to hold the lines while tiie remaimler in

camp made themselves as comfortable as possible. The ]dckei





!

402 THE I'ETEKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

I <

and artillery firing was kept up most of the time at some part

of the lines, hut u common code of honor was adopted, hy Avhicli

due notice was given to the enemy of the intended resumption

of hostilities by either side when they had tem})urarily ceased.

The long lines being in many places within the reach of the

human voice, it was no unusual thing to hear some stentorian

Confederate sing out: *' Look out, Yanks! Creep into your

holes; we are going to blaze!" or the call of caution might em-

anate from the Union works, when instantly the brown wall.-:

on the other side would be deserted in anticipation of the com-

ing storm.

Not far from Fort Fisher, between the picket lines, was a

piece of wood from which each army cut supplies of fuel. Blue

and Gray often met in this forest in perfect fraternisty. One day

a Yankee having ;i heavy stick asked a good-natured Johnny to

give him a lift and the two came into the Federal lines. " It

seems pretty comfortable here,'' remarked the Southron, as he
j j

looked around; "1 reckon I'll stay!" Another Confederate

started out with a mule team for wood, but kept straight on into
|

the Federal lines and turned his property over to the Provost i

Marshal, saying that he had got through soldiering for the

waning cause. In fact, througiiout the entire winter and till

the close of the struggle desertions from the Confederate skir-

mish lines were very frequent. Notwithstanding every pre-

caution, there was scarcely a night which did not leave their

pickets sadly weakened from the loss of those who had crept ovor

to the Union lines. These men had fought bravely, desperately. *
|

so long as there was a possibility of their success; but they saw \ !

l)lainly now that to remain would be only to risk their lives iii

a cause long since ho]ieks3. On the subject of desertions tlie ='

|

Confederate historian Pollard says: "The world will be aston-

ished when the extent of this evil is fully and authentically il

known, and will obtain a new insight into that maladmiui.^- f.^

tration whi(?h wrecked the Confederate cause, aiul which is p"^- f i

itivflv without paralU-l in any modern history of war." lb

declares that two tliirds of the Southern aruiics were for tin-

la;5t two years in the chtiraeter of deserters or alt>'entees. Eariv W

il
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in February General Lee was made commander-in-chief of the

iirniies of the Confederacy, hut it was then too hite to institute

reforms.

During December General Warren succeeded in destroying

the "Weldon railroad for 40 miles from Petersburg, so that it

could not as before be used by the Confederates to within a few

miles of the Union lines, whence supplies could be transferred

by wagon; when this had been accomplished another period of

watching and waiting followed.

Little snow fell during the winter, but there was an abund-

ance of rain, and the armies literally lived in mud. Sometimes

the storms would wash down the earthworks to such an extent

that firing would cease by mutual consent till they could be re-

paired, and this work, together with continual extending and

strengthening of the fortifications, filled the soldier's life Avith a

tiresome round of fatigue duty. Much of the work done by the

men of the Thirty-seveuth was on Fort Fisher, the large earth-

work at the angle of tlie Union lines, and in that vicinity were

some other notable structures. Among these was the SigmJ

Tower, 150 feet in hight, composed of timbers bolted together,

from the dizzy summit of which the signal officers kept vigil

over the surrounding country. In that vicinity, also, the Fif-

tieth New York Engineers designed and built a neat Gotliic

structure which they named the Po])lar Grove Cluirch, from a

plain country ehurcli in the vicinity, their engineering tools and

the forests of the region furnisliing the means.

The Thirty-seventh in camp near Warren Station met witli no

experiences during the month of January demanding especial

notice. Drills were resumed to some extent when the weather

permitted, for no commander of the regiment was willing to see

the splendid efficiency of the organization impaired by neglect.

During this period the regiment was commanded In* Major Lin-

coln, in the aljsence of Lieutenant-Colonel ^lontague, who was

siifTering from the injuries previously referred to. The latter

returned to the coiiuuand on the oOth of January, though still

11 liable to i)erftTrni mucii active duty.

Chaplain Morse, ever solicitous for the spiritual welfare of Ins
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charge, had succeeded in fitting up a chapel which, without fi)r-

mal consecration was used for tlie tirst time Sunday afternoon.

Februarys. Another service was intended for the evening; tin- t
j

chapel was warmed and lighted, the audience had assembled anu | I

the exercises were about to begin when the ''long roll" bivjk-.-
| |

upon the evening air, emptying the house of worship at a doul^lc- |

quick. Marching orders had been promulgated early that morn- J

ing, and the regiment made due preparations to set forth at :i

|

moment's notice, which had been delayed till the present. A .;

heavy cannonade was raging along the main lines, but this wa.- j

only a cloak to the real movement. I

In fact another expedition had set out toward the left, the ^

.

familiar region about Hatcher's Eun. Gregg's cavalry division
|

had been sent to the Boyd town plank road in the hope of strik- ,,

ing the Confederate wagon trains, which were said to be abun- i
\

daut on that thoroughfare. A strong infantry force from th-; *
i

corps of Warren and Humphreys under comnumd of the iornuT ^ i

undertook at the same time the familiar farce of an attempt to 1|

turn the enemy's right, was itself struck in Hank, the move re-
1

1

suiting only in a sharp engagement and the return of both armic:; f
|

to their camps. This showed, however, that the Confcdernti.' I|

lines had been extended and strengthened in that direction so
|

efficiently as to preclude the hope of making any impression • tj

upon them. Warren's troops having encountered the enemy ?1

during the day, one division from the Xinth Corps and the First ||

(Wheaton's) Division of the Sixth were called upon as rein- f

j

forceme nts. li

The division was soon on its way and till midnight the Thirty- |j

seventh in their place in the column marched and counter- |1

marched, though putting but a few miles between their actual 5^)

position and the camp. Finally they were set to work construit- ^
ing rifle-pits—which tliey had now acquired the faculty for

doing with great rapidity. Large trees were cut down, tin-

trunks trimmed and rolled into place, while other squads in ihc

detail very quickly threw against them a7i embankment of t-art-'

sutlicicnt to resist even cannon slnjt. Tiion a *• head-log"' w.i-

]mt in jiosition and the work was com})lete. Having tluis passes!
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a very tedious night, the weatlier being cold and windy, the

rogiment remained behind the intrenchments thus thrown up
lill afternoon when tlie division was ordered forward in support

uf Crawford's division of the Fifth Corps which on the west side

of the Run was trying to make its way toward the Boydtown road.

The scene of action was reached about sunset, and position

was taken behind earthworks in reserve. The regiment had
been there but a short time when the troops of the Fiftli

Corps, flanked and broken, came pouring to the rear in a i)anic,

.»ume of them dashing into the creek with the icy cold water up
to their necks ; but contrary to expectations the Confederates
did not follow up their advantage and the Thirty-seventh were
not engaged. Late in the evening the regiment moved back
.<ome two miles over the road by which it had come, and an at-

tempt was made to obtain some rest. The effort was not very

successful, as the night was cold, but the men built large fires

around which they slept fitfully. A snow-storm prevailed
iluring the latter part of the night, changing to sleet and a cold
rain which increased in severity after day-break.

At 9 o'clock t!ie regiment was again ordered to the front, but
n reaching the Run halted till after dinner before crossing,

•fathered in smoking groups about the great fires which were
"ily kept a])laze through the skill ac(juircd by long experience,
'iie drenched soldiers presented a sorry spectacle; but the worst
••vus still to come. Soon after noon the command crossed the
IJun ;md took position in the works facing the enemy, expectin^T

' uch moment to be called into action. They were in fact under
I heavy artillery fire, by which three men in the Thirty-seventh
^vere wounded, and were obliged to lie close tlirough the loujr

•'I'turs while the storm constantly increased in fury, drcnchiu^^
"•verything and chilling animals and human beings exposed to

- till it seemed that they must perish from cold. The sleet and
:-iin, congealed by tile intense cold, not only loaded all inan-
:M;it'- ol)jects with a heavy coating of ice, but as well the cloth-

'^'.-C uf rhe soldiers. After tlie cessation of firing the nu'u
llected sm-h fuel ;ls they could find, and under the philosophy

'•at it was no worse to be killed by the enemy than to iixv/x
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to Jeutli built fires uud warmed their benumbed limbs. Th'

regiment had seldom been in a, more disiieurtening situatioii.

Around it stretched a desolate, forbidding region, every traili-

tiou of which was connected with disaster to the Union anii.«.

and when tins element was added to the storm and the exhaustoi

condition of the soldiery it needs scarcely be said that the order

received soon after midnight to return to the camp was a welcome

one. Of the return march an officer who participated says:

At 1 o'clock we started on tlie homeward trip. The storm bad no".

ceased, the clouds had broken away revealing the bri<;ht silvery li^^hl <>f

the moon. The ground was now frozen firm, the atmosphere pior<ii-_'

cold and the trees loaded with ice which gave them a beautiful aini

ghstening appearance when the moon shone through the parted clou*!.-.

We reached camp about 4 o'clock in the morning; and a more weary.

jaded and forlorn lot of men you never saw.

Following this unsatisfactory experience another season (-f

winter routine intervened. The little chapel proved a valuable

factor in the social life of the regiment, for in addition to tlie

direct religious interest which centered there many eveniii::

gatherings were planned which interested the men, and at i\<'

other period was the morale of the regiment better than in thi

closing months of its service. As the warming weather of eail;

spring succeeded tlie interminable storms of the severe winter,

and the hoarse voice of the frog began to resound from th-

surrounding marshes, games of quoits and ball became possiM-

on the color line and mingled with the good news of the colla]'--

ing of the rebellion in other directions came jiersistent runio!>

of the early movement of the main Union army under Grant.

At his own reipiest Colonel Edwards had been relieved from

command of the post at Winchester and reporting to Genor;:i

Wright for duty was on the 2oth of February assigned to the com-

mand of his old l)rigade, much to tlie satisfaction both of him-

self and his command. Frei|uent clianges in the roster of the

regiment's officers transpired, some of which shouul beherenotcl.

First Lieutenant George B. ChaudU'V of Company K '.v..-

mustered January 2^ as captidn of the same comimnv, .Secore.

Lieutenant .lohn W. Stockwell of Conu)anv C 'oeiui!: advaue^'

vice Ch.mdley. Captain Uugh Donnelly resigned on aceoun'
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of disability January 31. On the 17th of February Second

(Lieutenant William C. Morrill of Company A was mustered tirst

lieutenant of Company E vice Bardwell, died of wounds; the

I
next day First Lieutenant F. Edward Gray of Comi)any I was

I
mustered as captain of Com[)any E, vice Looniis, but continued

I to serve with Company L First Sergeant Joseph D. Calahan of

Company C, transferred from the Seventh, was mustered the

:20th as -second lieutenant of Company C, vice Stockwell pro-

moted. On the 7th of March two additional musters were made

—Second Lieutenant William A. Waterman of Company F being

I made first lieutenant of Company I vice Gray i)romoted, but

I
continuing to serve with Company E; while First Sergeant

I
Llarrie A. Cushman of Company E, transferred from the Seventh,

I
was made second lieutenant of Company A, vice Morrill pro-

f moted, but also continued with Company E.
* An especially important change occurred on the 3d of March,

I
when to the deep regret of his command Lieutenant-Colonel

I
Montague (with the brevet rank of colonel) felt obliged to re-

I sign on account of disability. On the Hatcher's Run expedition

I
he had been unable to accompany his regiment and the advanc-

1 ing season Ijrouglit iiim no improvement in healtli. From the

I terriljle days of Spottsylvania, through a long series of the most

trying experiences of the regiment, his had been the directing

thand, and he ha<l good reason to bo proud of the brilliant record

which had been made under his leadership. Later in the month
the foIloAving })romotions and musters were made on account of

i the vacancy thus created: Major Rufus P. Lincoln to be lieu-

I
tenant-colonel, Captain Mason W. Tyler of Company F to be

I
major, and First Lieutenant George N", Jones of Company C to

I
be captain of Company F. Butli Lincoln and Jones v.ere at this

I
time absent on slal! duty and did not afterward serve with the

I regiment. First Lieutenant Walter B. Smith of Company D

I was March •i:2 mustered as captain of Company I, vice Donnelly,
^ and Sceoud Lion tenant Klavel K. Sheldon of Company H was

made first lieulcnaiit of Company D, vii-e Smith. The size of the

Companies did not allow tlu' [>idm<ition of ollicers of lower rank.

The morning oi March 35 brought a trenuine sensation to the
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Array of the Potomac in an attack on its intrcncho<T line by a !

Confederate column. It was a desperate resort, but being well
j

planned and daringly executed it succeeded to the extent tliat
]

Fort Steadman within the lines of the Ninth Cor])S was .scizc.l, !

the garrison of heavy artillerists and a brigade of General Parke's
j

troops were ca|)tured or dispersed, but there the triumpli of the :

j

enemy ceased. Eeturn to their own lines or advance was equally
j j

out of the question; as soon as it became light a cordon of Are •-

]

surrounded the intruders, they were driven within the works
|

wliich they had seized, where they were presently ca})tured in =

bulk by General Hartranit and his division. ' i

The Thirty-seventh with other troops of the Sixth Corps had

been called upon when it was . known that a breach had been
j

made in the Union lines, and the regiment marched some four s
|

miles toward the scene when intelligence was received that theii* \ i

services would not be needed. Instead of returning quietlv to . I

camp, however, the portion of the Sixih Corps which w;is avail- | j

able was massed near Fort Fisher and in the afternoon a deter- i\

mined charge resulted in the csinture of the enemy's intrcnch(<l t
j

picket line, which was firmly held. To accomplish the latter i j

six companies of the Thirty-seventh were detailed as skirmi?h<,r.s. J

«

and by a judicious use of their Spencer riiles repelled unassisted }

the repeated attempts of the Confederates to regain the lost
'.

picket line. During the assault Edwards's Brigade was in the *\

second line and was not seriously engaged, the loss of the •
Thirty-seventh being three wounded, including Major Tyler, P
commanding, who was struck in the knee and disabled, tlie corn- U
maud of the regiment devolving upon Ca})tain Archibald Hop-

kins,—the senior ca})tain and the only one in the regiment

serving under a commission received at Pittstield. %
Preparations for the supreme blow were now pushed with J

great vigor, and on the 29th thu movenunt of troops began foi ft

anotlier elTort against the enemy's right and a more deterniiiud |i

one than had previously been made. Thi; movement was u?!<!> r ^
the command of (icnernl Sheridan and consisted of liis ca\:dry g
and the Second and Fifth Corps. The troops were in ]>osu io;:

the following morning to begin active operations, but .a heavy

5!
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rain-storm coming the roads were made very difficult, so that oper-
ations wouhl have been suspended for a day or two had not the
enemy, having hurried into position what troops he coukl gath-
er, took the initiative by a sharp attack on the Union cavalry
at Five Forks. Sheridan's troopers were forced back toward
Dinwiddie Court House, where next morning (April 1) they
were joined by the Fifth Corps. The battle of Five Forks fol-

lowed, one.of the most brilliant of the war, in which the Confed-
erate line was flanked and taken in the rear by the Fifth Corps
while the cavalry i)resscd its front. Five thousand prisoners
were captured, while those that escaped fled toward the west, so
that the entire force was practically lost to Lee's army in front
of Petersburg. No sooner did the news of Sheridan's victory
reach General Grant than he ordered an attack along the entire
lino at 4 o'clock next morning.

The position of the Union forces was now as follows: The
Xinth Corps was on the right; that and the Sixth held the main
line from the Appomattox to Forts Fisher and Welch. Tlirce

divisions from the Army of the James under General Ord ex-
tended diagonally from the loft of tlie Sixth to Hatchers Eun.
(^The white troops of the Army of the James had been organized
as the Twenty-fourth Corps under General Ord, and the colored
troops with the colored division of the Xiiith Corps had been
constituted the Twenty-fifth Corps, General Weitzel command-
ing.) West of 'the Run the Second Corps prolonged the line

in the same direction, while further away and detached were
the victors at Five P'orks.

Since the affair at Fort Steadman the Thirty-seven tli liad every
morning been called up before dayliglit and placed under arms
in the riile-pits, and on the 30th of March orders were issued

that nothing was to be unpacked. This state of constant expect-
ancy continued till evening of the 1st of April when the corps
was concentrated in front of Forts Fisher and Welch, where the
ground captured on the 25th of ^Farch gave an cxeollent oppor-
tunity for the formation of the column of as.-;iult. Edwards's
Brigade formed the right of the Sixtli Corps, being in rear

echelon to the Second Division, the brigade being in three lines.





410 THE PETERSBURG CAMPAIGN".

the Thirty-seventh with the Fifth Wisconsin in front. Captain

Hopkins commanded the regiment, Captain Edwards the riglil

wing and Captain Gray the left. The skirmisli linn was made uji

of 75 picked men and volunteers from the Thirty-seveuth undr-r

command of Captain Eol)inson assisted by Lieutenant Cushman.
Formed alternately on the same line with the skirmishers wore

the brigade pioneers commanded by Lieutenant UonahLson.

armed only with axes with whicli to cut through the abatis.

In this formation the long night was passed under skirmish

fire, with a single ludicrous incident to break the monotony of

the oppressive hours. One of the pioneer mules, loaded with

picks and shovels, was struck by a skirmisher's bullet and under

the smart of the wound broke away and charged directly toward

the enemy. The clatter which his armament created alarmo 1

the Confederates, who suspected an assault and at once opened

a heavy fire all along the line, which was kept up for some time.

The mule was found next day inside Lee's lines, having received

no additional injury.

As soon as it was light enough for the soldiers to see the

ground upon which they were to step two guns from Fort Fisher

boomed out the signal and in an instant the dark lines swept

forward. The forloj-n hope of skirmishers and pioneers reached

the abatis in a few moments. It was not only firmly secured by
' earth thrown over the trunks, but was strengthened by a double

row of sharpened stakes firmly fixed in the ground.* A destructive

fire was opened upon tlie exposed line, which the skirmishers re-

turned with interest from their Spencer riiles while the pioneers

chopped and wrenched away the obstructions with desperate

energy. Captain liobinson was Avonnded in the arm whiie

striving to force his way through the obstructions; Sergeant

Charles H. Tracy of Company A, on duty with tiie pioneers, was

severely wonnded< atul while lying on the ground encouraging

his comrades received a second shot in the knee joint causing

the loss of his log. Fortunately in the gloom most of the

enemy's fire went over the attacking forces ami tiic loss was Inu

a fraction of what it would have been a few minutes later.

Meuntimo the line of battle sprang forward witli a rush and a
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cheer. It gave little heod to the pioneers or the obstructions on

which they were engaged: into and through them it went some-

how—no one could tell in the wild excitement just how—and

straight forward to the enemy's works. A three-gun fort was

the objective of the Thirty-seventh,—a strong work protected

by a ditch. Company E led in the scramble up the parapet.

Corporal Richard E. Welch and Private Ansel II. Cook being

the first to spring inside, while the colors, of the Thirty-

seventh were tlie first to crown the rebel works. Corporal Welch

knocked down the Confederate color-bearer and siezed his fiag,

for which he subsequently received a Medal of Honor. Lieuten-

ant Waterman was shot through the wrist as he gained the crest

of the parapet while cheering on his men, but his assailant was

next moment bayoneted by Cor])oral Patrick Kelly. Michael

Kelly of the same company was killed and Corporal Luther ^L

Tanner—a brave and well-beloved soldier—received a fatal wound
in the knee. Then the wave of blue poured over in resistless

strength, such of the defenders of the fort as could not escape

surrendered, and the Confederate lines were broken. The regi-

mental lines were reformed, Company E under Lieutenant

Cushman—its only commissioned oriicer after the wounding of

Lieutenant Waterman—was detailed to hold the fort and the

guns it had done so much toward winning, and the remainder

of the column pressed on.

The loss of the regiment in the assault was found to be three-

men killed and three officers and 39 men wounded ; in addition

to those already named Lieutenant F. K. Sheldon being wounded.

Corporal Calixte r)eauchemin of Company G and George P.

Edwards of Company I killed.

Thr first line of the brigade now clianged front to the left ami

moved down inside the Confederate works till it met Hyde's

brigade of the Second Divisiozi ; the second line faced to the

right and cleared tlie works for some distance in tluit direction
;

while the third line pusiicd straight aliead to clear the ground

in the rear, reaching the Southsiile i-ailroad and cutting the

ti'lcgr;iph wire-:. Then the entire corps pros.-Jcd un toward tiio

left for a mile, driving the enemv toward llatclier's Run and
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destroying his camps and wagons. Then a grand countermarch
took ]ilace and the victorious corps moved up toward the interior

line of works protecting Petersburg on the west.

At one point near the close of the day the Alleghany Artillerv,

Captain Carpenter's battery, opened on the flank of the Thirty-

seventh. The regiment was moved under cover and Captain

Champney with two companies was detailed to silence the firo.

This was ellectually done, the horses being killed, and the Sec-

ond Division soon after advancing over that part of the field

captured every gun.

The Sixth Corps had Avon credit enough for one day, and
within a few hundred yards of Petersburg the halt for the uiglit ^
was made. The lines ran past the fine mansion used by General K
Lee for headquarters, occupied that night by General Grant of |j

the Vermont Brigade. Colonel Edwards was appointed general U
officer of the day and posted his skirmish line, on which were f
Companies E and I of the Tliirty-seventh.

Meantime to the left Generals Ord and Humphreys had also

broken through the Confederate intrenchments, dispersing such

of the foe as were found, and then joining forces svitli Wright
moved toward Petersburg, Ord's command capturing Fort Gregi;

after a stubborn resistance. On the Union right General Parke

had made a lodgment in the enemy's lines, but found the works

too strong to be carried, and later in the day was subjecteil to a

sharp counter-attack by General A. P. Hill's command, in which
that able leader lost his life.

Early in the morning of the 3d, before daylight, Colonel Ed- li

wards advanced his skirmishers and reserves into the outskirts

of the city without oi)position, and a few minutes later lu-

received from Mayor Towne and other officials a formal surren-

der. Lee had completed the evacuation scarcely 15 minutes be-

fore the Union skirmishers entered. The Thirty-seventh were

at once ordered into tlie city to preserve order, and were thi-

only troops from tlie Sixth Cor[>s to enter. There was no dis-

turbance. "Bress do Lor' for dis day! \'esterday I was a shivo

now I am freel " was a frciuont exclamation of tlie elated negroes.

The white inhabitants were not so happy.

n





CHAPTER XX

ONE COUNTRY AND ONE FLAG.

lee's flight and the pursuit—THE GRAPPLE AT SAILOR'S

CREEK—THE SURRENDER AT APPOilATTOX—IX SEARCH OF

JOHNSTON.

Not the Army of the Potomac alone but the wliole country

was electrified by the tidings Avhioh that never-to-I)e-forgottcn

3d of April, 1SG5, ])roclaimed to the world. Xot only Peters-

burg but Richmond hud been evacuated during the night: the

Confederate Government as well as Lee's army Avas in full flight.

General Weitzel, whose lines faced the Richmond defenses,

was startled by heavy explosions and volumes of black smoke

rising from the city. A cavalry vidette was pushed forward

which entered unopposed the city to gain which such countless

thousands of lives had been sacrificed and planted its guidons on

the late Confederate Ca})itoL The retiring traitors in their

eagerness for destruction had fired large warehouses filled with

tobacco situated in the heart of the city; and though Weitzel's

soldiers were at once hurried to the spot and fought the fire with

all their power, it could not be checked till the business part of

the city was destroyed and a vast number of people rendered

homeless.

General Lee on retiring from Petersburg moved north to

Chesterfield Court House, h:df way to Richmond, where the

fni^ments of his army from difi'ercnt directions concentrated,

ninrehing thence with all speed due west. The route led across

the App<miattux at Goodc's Bridge to Amelia Court House

on the r>:invine railroad, SS miles '.vfst <^r Pi'UTsiMirg. wln-nee

Lee intended to move bv the railroad to Burkesville, 20 miles
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to the southwest, tlic crossing of the Danville and Southsido
roads. From th.it point he could retreiit either in the direction

of Diinvillo or Lynchburg, prolonging the struggle indefinitely;

but Pro*ddencc decreed that the ni:id folly which for four years

liad reigned should come to a sudden en(l at last. On reaching
Amelia, Lee found that large quantities of supplies which hail

been ordered to that place had by a misunderstanding been car-

ried on to Richmond, and they had in fact been burned there with

other stores. His army was consequently without food and
was obliged to reraaiu there during the 4th and 5th while nu-

merous foraging parties were sent out in all directions to gather

such supplies as were obtainable from the surrounding country.

General Sheridan with the cavalry advance of the Union army
gained the Danville railroad at Jetersville, some miles to the

soutliwest of Lee's position, on the morning of the 4th, cuttimr

off the intended retreat toward Danville. The Fifth, Second
and Sixth Corps coming up during the following day, prepar-

ations were made to attack on the morning of the Gth.

The Thirty-seventh regiment, after a brief stop in Petersburg

on the morning of the 3d, rejoined its brigade, and about noon
set forth on its westward march, the soldiers of all the commands
quite beside themselves with enthusiasm. The forces from the

Army of the James, under General Ord, followed the Southsidc-

railroad, while Sheridan's cavalry, tlie Fifth, Second and Sixth

Corps, in the order named, pursued the roads between the rail-

way and the river. Some ten miles were made tlie first day, the

march was resumed at daylight of the 4th, and continued with

brief halts for breath till an hour after dark. On the morning
of tlie 5th an order was read to each regiment asking the troops

to cheerfully endure liardsliips and iiunger if necessary in order

to ensure the speedy downfall of the rebellion, which was greeted

with cheers and followed by another hard day's march, the cor[is

joining Sheridan's forces at Jetersville late in the eveninir.

An advance was promptly made toward Amelia at davlight of

the (ith, but it was soon evident that tlie prey had ostaped durinir

the night. Lee Iiad in fact moved past the Union U*ft flank and j

made a strong push for Farmville, 35 miles west, where he hoped
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I to cross to the uortli side of the Appomattox and still escape to

r;}nchl)urg and the mountains beyond. General Ord, whose

: lonimand had reached Burkesvillo, was at once directed to move

5 to Farnivillc, and sent on in advance of his main body a light

column of some 500 men under General Tlieodore liead. This

little force succeeded, in reaching Farmville in advance of the

oneniy and in checking the latter till General Ord arrived ; but

Cicneral Eead was kilhMl and his command nearly destroyed.

Meantime tlie three infantry corps of the Army of the Poto-

mac, preceded by cavalry, m(n'ed westward from Jetersville on

parallel routes, the Sixth Corps on the southernmost road follow-

» ing General Sheridan. At Deatonsville he began to feel the

i Confederate rear guard, fully a third of Lee's army under General

I
Ewell, which was making determined efforts to protect what

i remained of the wagon trains. Custer's cavalry division had

succeeded by a detour in cutting off the train and its guards,

^ while Sheridan pressed sharply on the rear, A running tight

» ensued for some distance, when the Confederates having reached

I
favorable ground on the west side of Sailor's Creek turned upon

\ their pursuers for a last desperate stand. The afternoon was

I
waning, and if they could hold the Federals at bay rill dusk it

I might be possible to save something from the surrounding and

converging circle of tire.

The Thirty-sevcjith had already marched more than 20 miles

I
over the sandy, rolling, pine-covered country on that warm Gtli

I of April when the desultory artillery fire which had been heard

at intervals assumed that steadiness which proclaimed to the

i' toiling infantry that their services were to be called for. Never

:[ had so many miles been made with such heart as the 70 marched

f over since leaving Petersburg, and dashing the sweat from their

faces the enthusiastic fellows began to fill the magazines of their

V rilles, to cast aside knapsacks, blankets and su]»ertluou3 clothing

I
in preparation for the anticipated str)igglc. The men were ready

I to break into a run wiien the order to "double-iiuick'" was re-

ceived, and for tlirt-e miles they went forwanl at a ))a(^e which

nothing but the inteupe excitement of tiie occasion cuuld liave

.ji eiiubled them t(» sustain.
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Just where tlie road passed the crest of an elevation General <

Sheridan and Wriglit sat upon tlieir horses watching on the oiir

side the magnificent advance of the troops and on the other tin

scene of the coming battle. Pausing for a moment to receive ;i

welcome and directions as to the placing of his command. Gen-
eral Edwards bore straight for the battle-tield and his men f.>:-

lowed with no slackening of speed. As they passed the crest thr

scene of strife lay spread liefore them like a panorama. For a

mile a gentle open slope led down to tlie creek, a narrow, sluggish

stream with marshy and bush-grown banks; on the opposik'

side there was a somewhat more marked ascent, broken by

ravines and covered with a scattering thicket of pines and bushes.

On the latter slope, protected by the contour of the ground.

EwelFs lines of l)attle were disposed. Far beyond tlie smoke ci

burning wagons showed the presence and the Avork pi CusterV
horsemen. On the eastern side of tlie creek the guns of Sheri-

dan's artillery had been holding the enemy to cover till tlic

Union infantry could get up.

Wheaton's and Seymour's (Third) Divisions were pushed
across the creek, which was waist deep and dilFicult to for.!,

while Getty's was held in reserve on the eastern bank. Oner'

across the creek tlic lines were deployed, the Thirty-seventh ou

the left of the brigade with a detail of skirmishers covering tlie

front, and an advance was ordered up the hill and througli tlu-

thicket toward the position of the unseen enemy. •' Who should

appear by my side at this moment," says Captain IIo])kins wiio

commanded the regiment, "in front of the line, but the chap-

lain, who whenever a fight was imminent seemed to feel tliat In-

had been grievously put upon in being appointed to fill ;i non-

combatant's role. It required a peremptory order to send iiiin

to the rear." The brave chaphiin accompanied the regiment

into action, however, and in ministering to the wounded render^:

valuable service.

As the foot of the ascent was reached the lines Avere again ad-

justed, moved by the right Hank for a short distance, and one-'

more advaneed up the slope. A scattering fire was inimediably

encountered from the enemy's skirmishers, and one of the first
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of the Tliirty-sevcnili to fall was First Sergeant Ezra P. Cowles

of Conipauy D, which he commanded, Captain Edwards acting'

as major. Sergeant Cowles was mortally wounded through the

j Ijody, but heroically cheered on liiii comrades as he fell. Shortly

I afterward as the regiment scramljled through the undergrowth

^ a terrific crash of musketry burst from the Confederate lines

but a fcAV yjirds in front. Fortunately, owing to the position of

the foe on somewhat higher ground and the impossibility of their

i taking proper aim through the tliickct, what was intended for

- an annihilating volley ut close range mostly went over the heads

I
of the Thirty-seventh. The men pressed forward, holding their

> fire with wonderful self-control till they were in plain sight of

I
the enemy, almost face to face.

f Tlien the Spencer rifle did the work for which it was intended.

I
Volley followed volley with almost the rapidity of thought, tear-

t ing the opposing line into demoralized fragments. AVhile some

I surrendered and many fell, the rest broke away and ran through

I the forest, pursued by the elated Thirty-seventh. In the wild

I
exultation of the moment the officers did not discover that the

I regiment was alone and utterly unsu})ported in its advance. The
'

rest of the Union line had been broken and pushed back tempo-

rarily by the mad onset of Ewell's eorjis, some of ihem to and

across the creek to the shelter of Slieridan's artillery. Of course

« this temporary success of the enemy would be brief, but it was

I
sulVicicnt to place the little more than 200 members, of the

I Thirty-seventh in a remarkably unpleasant position.

I The first realization of the true situation came from the dis-

I covery of what seemed to be a heavy column of the enemy

jtassing the left fiank of the regiment. Front wa.s ehanged in

that direction and a few volleys from the Speneers drove the

force out of sight, but not a moment two soon. (Jeneral Custis

Lee, the son of the Confederate commander-in-chief, on the

right of the Thirty-ses'enth, saw his o]ip(n-tunity and moved his

brigade Dirough a ravine to the rear of the isolated regiment,

liiscuiiiniand iuiludctl the famous Seventh regiment of Savannah

;unl a battalion of marines from tiie gun-lioats whieii had l»oen

destroyed at the evacuation of Richmond. The latter were

I
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picked men and especially anxious to signalize tlicir prosencT

on the field of battle.

Captain Hopkins had barely time to face his command to

the rear to meet this new danger when Lee's brigade Inirst from

the cover of the gulch and dashed in a ferocious charge upon

the thin line of the Thirty-seventh. It was the severest test

to which the veteran regiment had ever l^een subjected, bui

it was most magnificently met. Lee's wave of chivalry struck

the rock of Massachusetts manhood only to recoil. Both

sides fought with desperate courage, hand to hand with

bayonets, swords and pistols. The lines of Blue and Gray,

half hidden in the veil of smoke, seemed to mingle in one ma.-.-:

as they swayed back and forth, and for a time the issue seemed

in doubt. But the Men in Blue did not give an inch. Meeting

blow with blow, loading and firing their deadly repeating rilles

as rapidly as possible, they checked the onset of the enemy, held

him, pushed him back, at first slowly and with obstinate resist-

ance, then in a broken rout into the gorge from which he had

emerged.

As the disorganized Confederates took shelter in the ravine a

sharp fire was jioured in upon them, when they made signals of

surrender. Adjutant Bradley stepped forward to meet a Con-

federate officer who was advancing as though to give himself uj),

when the latter drew a ])istol and wounded the adjutant, who

grappled his assailant and they rolled down the bank in the

struggle wliich followed, liradley having been shot in the thigh

by a bystanding rebel was overpowered, and his antagonist wai^

poising his pistol to give a death-shot when his own traitorous

life was extinguished by a well-directed shot from the rille of

Private Samuel E. Eddy of Com])any D. Simultaneously witii

the siiot Eddy was thrust through the biwtst with a bayonet in

the hands of a stalwart Southron. The weapon protruded from

the back near the spine, and the unfortunate soldier being

thrown down was literally pii\nod to the ground. The assailant

then endeavored to wrest away Eddy's Spencer riile, but tli"

wounded man grasped his trusty weapon with a grip whieii lew

men in cither arujy could cqilal, and notwithstanding his awiiil
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situation siicceedecl in tlirowing another euitridge into liis rifle,

tho bullet from which was next moment sent through tliu heiirt

^ of his untagonist. Tho Confederate fell across the prostrate

I Unionist, but the hitter threw aside the Ijody with one hand as

though it wore the carcass of a dog, withdrew the bayonet from
his own horrible wound, rose to his feet and walked to the rear.*

x\fter this exhibition of treachery the regiment re-opened fire

with a vengeance, and it required but a few volleys to bring the

Confederates to their senses and to a surrender in reality, the

cavalry at the upper end of the ravine cutting off their retreat.

The Thirty-seventh secured and sent to the rear over 300 })ris-

• oners, considerably in excess of the number of men it took into

i the fight, while from all sides captives and captures of every sort

poured to the rear in bewildering numbers and (quantity. No
, less than six Confederate generals were secured, including

I
Ewell, Kershaw and Custis Lee, with about all that remained of

I
Ewell's corps. There was little attempt to count, scarcely to

': guard the captures made; everywhere the shout was -'Forward I"

''Onward! " to strike the final blows and destroy everything that

remained to Lee as an organized army.

In such a struggle as the Thirty-seventh liad passed through,

where every man had proved himself a hero and fought largely

on his own respoTisibility, it is im])ossible to note more than a

few of the notewortiiy deeds performed, and the narratitm of

certtiin incidents will only serve to show the character of many
which must be jiassed without chronicle but which will live

long about the camp lire and in the traditions of the home.

General Custis Lee, who directed the charge upon the Thirty-

l Seventh, liud till shortly before tilled a clerkship at iiichmond,

l>ut finally laid down the pen to take up the sword, surrendering

" Private EAly had rcctived a wound at the affair in front of Fort Fi'^hcr, Nfarcii 25, but had
foilovM-d tile fortunes of the regini'jnt ni'twithstanding, and previous toliiu Lncounti.r ju^t narrated
several of the enemy liad goaeilown before his careful aim. Coiurary to ail cxpcctalii i-s his iron

coii.-.titutir. II enabled him to survive tiie terrible transii\ion, and as these pa^es go through the
press he IS stiil living at his home in West Chest^jrfisld.

Th.- leconh of the I'li'rt. -seventh present several ca^es of remarkable recovery from supposed
fatal wi up. :.< tirou'^li the chest. Ot tht-^e i.speci.ii note ni.iv be inai'.e I'f the cases nf I.icuienant

Albert C. Spati.?, alre.idy reletrid to: of William j. Siuimi>ns.>f Company K. shot th.ron,h the

lun;4s in «uc:i a niaiin' r that the bre.ith pa-sed out ihriiiic;h tlie onlice in !:is I'ack ; ami of sevcr.il

oihcrs nca.'i . a-i severe, '.i unc of which the brea-t bone ".is shatteri.d and s'.iht by a ball whiih
passed through the l<(Kly. In all these cases the recovery was considered, even by tlie mediol
tacuUy, iitlie less than iniraculuus.
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the latter ut the muzzle of the Spencer rifle to Corporal Davi-l

White of Company E. First Sergeant Almon M. Warner of tiiu

same company attempted to capture a battle-flag, but was severe-

ly woumleJ, when Private Charles A. Taggart of Company 1;

sprang forward and secured the colors, for which act of bravery

he received a medal.*

One brave corporal becoming somewhat separated from his

comrades encountered a Confederate officer whose surrender lie

demanded and on receiving a refusal shot him, inflicting a fatal

wound. As the wounded man fell the corporal bent over him,

saying: " I am sorry that I had to shoot you I I am a Christian.

and if yon wish I will pray with you; it is all I can do for vuii

now." The offer was thankfully accepted, and while the tem-

pest of battle raged near them the earnest voice of prayer rose

in behalf of the departing spirit. At its close the dying ofiicer

joined in the " Amen/' gave his sword to the young soldier

with a message for his wife, when the latter, who had been fired

at on the supposition that he was committing a robbery, resumed
his rifle and continued the battle. For gallant conduct at the

storming of the works before Petersburg Captain Hopkins re-

ceived the brevet of major, to which in recognition of Sailor's

Creek was added that of lieutenant-colonel. After the wound-

ing of Adjutant Bradley, Lieutenant S. E. Xichols was detaik-d

as adjutant, serving most creditably till the muster out.

The Thirty-seventh regiment had fought its last battle—in

some respects its most brilliant. Its fair record, never tarnisheii.

was nobly closed and crowned by this desperate encounter.

Meeting superior numbers, cut off from all support and almost

surrouTided, receiving in hastily prepared formation without in-

trenchment or cover of any nature tlie charge of a select brigade

led by an ambitious young olficer,—with never the yielding of

an inch or a backward ste]\, the regiment had nobly shown the

superb quality of its composition.

' Th.-^>-- mcd.ils h.id been authorized by a resolution of Omjrress .ipproved July 12. i''<-i, " !'

pr. vide f..r l!ic pr^si it.uiun ni McUils of Hiin..r to !!;c ciili.stii rrun of tlie .Arniv r.n.l volunt.cr
forces who Ii.ivi.' uistiti-,".iislK(l, or niav i!i.-.tin^;iisli, thtni-ieli-is i'l battle Uiinnt; the ;>rcs<.-nt rci cl-

lioii.'' On ir.ff !..ick . i ttii M»><! >.l was eii.-rave.i, " l be Oii-rcss. to f riv.itc L'bailes A. T.isl- ir:.

Co. I;, -,7th Mass. Wis." 'rbat thes.- MoiUis Aere not promisiuiiii^lv •:i>;ribttte(l is suffitiintiv
;iti<.-;tcd by t!ic f.ict tint but i^' were l)eslinveJ on Mar>;ici-.usetts « Miirs, o{ whicb two—;huse i-:

T.i^^ar! and of Corporal Welch, wore received by members ot the Thirty-seventh.
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Though the loss was severe, it was found to be far less tiian

might have been expected from the ferocity of the conflict.

Nine had been killed and 31 wounded, several of the latter fatally

and nearly all seriously. The killed were: Company B—Cor-

poral Henry L. ifessinger and Edgar N. Phelps. C—Sergeant

Samuel M. Bolton and Charles Blakesley. D—Corporal Tim-
othy D. Smith. E

—

"William 11, Henderson. F—William E.

Leggett. H—Sergeant David B. Miller. K—Timothy Mulliu.

Captain "Walter B, Smith and Lieutenant Harrie A. Cushman
were severely wounded in the early part of the engagement

—

the former by a charge of "' buck and ball" in the thigh received

at short range. The loss in non-commissioned officers was espe-

cially severe. Four first sergeants wore wounded—Warner of

E, Cowles of D, Freeman of B and Partridge of H, the three '

latter fatally. Sergeant Bolton of Company C, who was killed, I

was one of the transfers from the Tenth, a line soldier, who in
|

the closing battle of the rebellion crowned nearly four years of

faithful service by the supreme sacrifice.
j

That night the regiment camped near the battle-field, and the
'

succeeding two days Avere occupied in following up the retreating

fragments of the Confederate army. On the night of the Gth

Lee had retired across the Appomattox at High Bridge with

what was left to him of the hungry, broken, dispirited army,
but before the bridges behind him could be destroyed the Second
Corps was rushing across and the pursuit was unbroken. The
8tli found his forces hopelessly hemmed in at Appomattox Court I

House, the Federal troops closing in rcsistlessly and General
j

Grant demanding his surrender to save the further waste of life.
j

There was one more desperate attempt on the morning of the !

9th to force the thin lines through the cavalry environment '

which Sheridan had placed bi twcen the Confederates and further

retreat, but the pushing back of the dismounted horsemen only
;

disclosed the advancing bayonets of the Army of the James, and
|

the white fl;ig which preceded formal surrender took the place

of the Stars and Bars.

As tlie fact of Lee's surrender liecame generally known through
the Union army that afternoon tlu-re was joy too wild, too deejs
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too sincere for utterance in formal words. Cannon thundered,

men shouted themselves hoarse, then pitched their shelter tents

for the first time since leaving winter (juartcrs and la}' within

them with the strange realization that there was no longer an

opposing army to be watched ami feared.

The Thirty-seventh enjoyed a night ^ul a day of unbroken

rest and were then ordered to report back to Burkesville, for

which place they started on the morning of the 11th in a driz-

zling rain, marching '^0 miles toward Farmville over the road by

which they had moved toward Appomattox. Both the rain and

the march continued for two days longer, camp Ijeiug pitched

near Burkesville on the afternoon of the 13th in a beautiful })ine

grove. There the regiment remained for ten days, during which

time every heart was inexpressibly.saddened by the news of the

assassination of President Lincoln.

During this time occurred the last muster of officers—Doctor

Charles E. Inches of Boston on the loth as assistant surgeon

and on the loth Second Lieutenant James O'Connor of Company
G as first lieutenant of Company C, vice Jones promoted.

Surgeon Inches was u young man enthusiastic and ambitious in

his profession, with a heart overflowing with kindness for hi?

fellow-beings; and brief as was his service and happily free from

the ravages of battle, his tender humanity ^^"on prompt and

heart-felt appreciation from every member of the regiment.

Meantime in every direction the end of the armed rebellion

was approaching. General Sherman after tarrying at Savannah

for some weeks had moved forward in resistless force to Col-

umbia, S. C, whence he swept straight through the Carolinas

toward Kichmond, driving before him the remnants of the Con-

federate forces which General Johnston was striving to gather

somewhere for a determined stand. Fort Fisher, guarding tlie

harbor of "Wilmington, X, C, having fallen before the deter-

mined assault of General Terry and Wilmington itself before

Gt'Ufral Schofield's Twenty-third Corps, which had been brought

to the Carolina coast by way of Washington, tliese forces were

tran-ferrcd to Xe\vl)ern, and moved

—

iliungh not without oppo-

sition and some sharp lighting—toward the center of the state
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t<j intersect the line of Slierman's march. ITanlee had evacu-

ated Charleston on liearing of Sherman's movement, lighting

tires which burned most of the city and killed 200 of the inhab-

itants by an explosion, and at Avera3l>oro had a sharp engage-

ment with some of Sherman's forces on tlie ICth of March.

This was followed by tlie more determined battle of Bentonville.

three days later, in which Johnston succeeded in checking the

column under General Slocum from the 19th to the 21st, when
Sherman having concentrated an enveloping force the Confed-

erate commander retired during the night and the march of

the Union army was resumed.

At Goldsboro Sherman formed a connection with Schofieldand

halted to rest his exhausted troojos, communication being opened

by rail with New])ern, but on the 10th of April the campaign

was resumed. Next day the tidings of Lee's surrender were

received, and Ealeigh was occupied on the 13th ; the day follow-

ing Johnston sent in a flag of truce and from the armistice

which resulted his surrender ensued on the 2Gth. In his case as

in that of Lee, the hungry Confederate soldiers were supplied

with rations by the government they had so long fought against,

and at once started for tlieir homes to resume tlie pursuits of

peace and begin the great task of repairing the ravages of war.

Meantime the Sixth Corps had been ordered from Burkesville

to Danville, on the Xorth Carolina border, 100 miles away, and
on the morning of the 23d set forth. The roads, following the

general direction of the railroad, were good and the weather was

'piite favorable, which with the encouragement received from
recent events gave the troops great heart and strength for what-

ever trials might be deemed necessary. Twenty-five miles were

made the tirst day and 20 the next, bringing the corps to bivouac

on the banks of the Staunton river. Soon after dark of the 2Tth

the regiment as rear guard of the corps passed through Danville

and a mile beyond went into eamj).

As the eor})S ajiproached tlio city, whicli is situated on the

south bank <jf the Dun river, an attempt was made by some <if

the biiter inhal'itants to burn the I'ridue, but the mayor and the

mure sensible (;itizens jirotested so vigorously that the jturpose
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was abandoned. To the right on an elevation a fort with six guns

commanding the bridge looked grimly down, but it had no garri-

son and was simply a reminder of the days which had passed.

The city had also been a depot for Union prisoners, but such a>

were there had been released and with joy had hurried to tlic

now all-potent protection of the triumphant Stars and Stripes.

Reliable intelligence of Johnston's surrender, which had l)een

prematurely rumored, was received on the following day, and

then it was even more viyidly realized that with the dispersion

of the last formidable armed force the existence of the rebellion

practically ceased,, that the long looked for day had come when

there was in reality but one Country beneath one Flaff.





CHAPTER XXI,

THE CLOSING SCENES.

FACING NORTHWARD.—KEVIEViS AT lUCHMOXD AXD WASHIXG-
TON.—THE FINAL ROSTER.—MUSTERED OUT.—THE ^'ELCOME
HOME.

The Thirty-seventh remained quietly in camp at Danville till

the morning of May 3, wlien curs were taken for Wilson's Station

on the Southside railroad, 2S miles west of Petersburg. The
journey was very slowly made, lasting, including a stop of a few
hours at Burkesville, till late in the afternoon of the followinof

day, when the regiment went into camp in a beautiful grove
near the Station. There two weeks passed very pleasantly, the

biigade nominally guarding the railroad to Xottaway Court
House, 14 miles distant ; hut as tliere was no enemy save an
occasional roving baud of marauders who took good care noc to

come within the reach nf Union troops, the duty was very light.

Xews of the capture of Jetl'erson Davis, the president of the
late Confederacy, reached camp on the l">th, and two davs later

came an order to marcli next morning. The soldiers now real-

i/.ed that they were indeed on the homeward route, but there
Were just murmurs that the journey of the 18th was made to

cover 25 miles of hot and dusty road wlien there was no exigency
refjuiring such exertion. The halt for the night was made
within four miles of Petersburg. At 3 o'clock next morning the

reveille sounded, and soon after daylight tlie march was resumed.
Pt'tersburg was passed through early in the forenoon, ami it was
-latifying to note the -igns of renewed life which were alreadv
In-ing manifested. Parsing on toward Jiichn\oml, about half tlie

distance between the two cities was covered l>v easv staf'-es durinir
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the day, the intense heat culminating in a thunder shower dur-

ing the afternoon. The following forenoon brought the corj.-^

within sight of Richmond, and the camps were pitched n^ar

Manchester, in the midst of the elaborate fortifications protect-

ing that suburb, where the regiment remained till the 24th,

many of the command going over into the late rebel Capital to

view the various objects of interest, bathing in the waters of the

historic James River, or lying idly in camp dreaming of the

speedy reunion with loved ones at home and the return to the

duties and pleasures of civil life.

The grand review of the united armies of Generals Meade an.l

Sherman took place at Washington on the 23d and 24:th of :May.

the 23d being devoted to the Army of the Potomac, composed of

the cavalry corps, and the Second, Fifth and Xinth Corps of in-

fantry ; while on the 24th the Armies of the Tennessee and of

Georgia passed liefore the enthusiastic throngs. As the Sixth

Corps could not take part in the pageant it was arranged to have

it reviewed in Richmond on the 24th by Generals Ilalleck, Ord.

and others. Reveille accordingly sounded at 3 o'clock and at -^

the column moved through ^Manchester, across the river intu

Richmond, ]>assi.ng the reviewing stand by company front, the

streets everywhere lined by an interested throng, of which tlu-

enthusiastic blacks formed the most interesting element.

The review proved but the beginning of a trying day's experi-

ence. Straight on the column moved, out through the aban-

doned fortifications, past fields and scenes of historic interest

without number, till at '.) o'clock at night, with 25 miles of di.-

tance covered, the halt was made at Hanover Court Ilouse. The

Pamunkey was crossed next day on a ponton bridge, the mardi

of tlie 2(;tii being accompanied by a heavy rain which made tin.'

mud almost iujpassable. The 2:th and 2sth were given to rest,

and the following day a march of 20 miles brought the corps to

Fredt-ricksburg, '"on our annual May visit," as some of the sol-

diers humorously suggested.

Pour davs more of continuous }iloddiiig, crossing ()cco.[Uaii

Creek at AV.. If Run Shoals and moving I'y Fairfax Sttttiun und

Court lloii^e, brought the Thirty-sevonth on the 2d of June tu
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Bailey's Cross Kouds, fivfe miles from "Washington on the Arling-

ton side of the Potomac, There the regiment encamped during

the remainder of its stay in tlie United States service, and the

days which followed had but little more than routine interest.

On the 6th the brigade turned out to speed with military h(jnors

the One Hundred and ^'iueteenth Pennsylvania, which set out

for home, and on the yth occurred the review of the corps in

Washington by President Johnson, his Ca]»inet, Generals Grant,

Meade, and a large body of prominent othcers.

For this event the command was roused very early in the

morning, crossing Long Bridge to the vicinity of the Capitol,

where the corps was massed. At 9.30 the advance guard, the

First Connecticut cavalry, cleared the way, and at 10 the column

liegan to move. The brigades and divisions proceeded in numer-

ical order, the artillery following the Third Division and the

rear being composed of 200 Xew York Engineers with a ponton

train. The Third Brigade, First Division, General Edwards,

moved in the following order : Eighty-second Pennsylvania

Veterans, OGO men, Brevet Brigadier General Bassett ; Second

Rhode Island Veterans, 450 men, Lieutenant-Colonel Rhodes
;

Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Veterans, 305 men, Colonel Hickman :

Thirty-seventh ^Massachusetts, 300 men. Major Tyler: Fifth

Wisconsin, 400 men, Colonel Allen. As the Thirty-seventh

passed the reviewing stand by company f]-ont, fewer in numbers
than any of its sister organizations, the waste of the terril)le

campaigns it had passed through was vividly realized. Company
K, the color comi)any, proudly bore the tattered standards be-

fore the cheering multitudes with scarcely eight tiles to guanl

the }u'iceless treasures.

It was an especially glorious day for the Sixth Corps, for apart

from the noble record v.-liich it lunl made from the day of its or-

.-anization, the })eoplc of Washington had not forgotten that it

'ame to their assistance the previous summer when Early was

thundering at the northern gates of the city, and their enthusi-

asm was loiul and earnest. But not\vitlistaudi?ig all the ardor
"1" the pi^pulaci', the day was a \ery trying one to the soldiers, a.>

it Was ternblv hot. and the sun beat down into the crowded
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streets with ii ferocity which prostrated many with sun-stroke

and obhged the great majority of the corps to fall from the

ranks before their cam})s were regained.

General Edwards, comniiinding the brigade, who had received

the brevet of brigadier general for gallant conduct at the battle

of the Opequan, had for his part in the fall of Petersburg re-

ceived a commission as brigadier general of volunteers from May

19, with the brevet of major general in recognition of his ser-

vices at Sailor's Creek. Other brevets will be noted as the re-

cipients are mentioned. While the regiment was awaiting its

turn for muster out, the officers absent from their commands on

account of wounds were being honorably discharged the service.

On the 15th of May Captain (brevet Major) John C. Eo1)insou,

Adjutant (brevet Captain) Jolm S, Bradley and Second Lieuten-

ant Harrie A. Cushman thus left the service; Second Lieutenant

Jesse Prickett resigned on the ^Ist, and Captain (brevet Major)

Thomas G. Colt* on the 23. First Lieutenants William A.

"Waterman and Flavel K. Slieldon were mustered out June IT.

A busy scene was the camp of the regiment on the 21st of

June, 18G5. On that day the Thirty-seventh was mustered out

of the Government service as an organization, the recruits of the

Thirty-seventh proper with the transfers from the Tentli and

Seventh regiments being transferred to the Twentieth Massachu-

setts. The roster of the regimental oflicers was as follows, a star

designating those transferred to the Twentieth:

Field and Staff—Lieutenant Colonel Eufus P. Lincoln.* ^lajor

Mason W. Tyler.* Surgeon Elisha :M. White,* Assistant Surgeon

Charles E. Inches,* Chaplain Frank C. ^lorse.f Quartermaster

Edward Bridgman.

•Captain Colt wa<; one of the most popular officers in the reiiment on account of his uiuvavernc

cour.igc, quick military senium, warm social n.iture and untiring intere--t in the welfare of all w'ii''

whom he onnie in coiuact. Kcturninir to hi^ home in I'lttsiield, he retained ever a keen interest m
all that pertained to hi< much-hned rcciment. His e.uiy death, whi.-h occurred fron.i pr.enrao'';!

on tlie loth of May, i^^t, at the a',;e of |i, ^vas deeply mourned by a wide circle of comrades and

friends in all walks ot life.

tChaplain Morse, whose character as a noble Christian and a devoted patriot has been so fuliy

ilhistrated htret.'fore as to need no further nortraval here, left the service with health irrepara. .v

iiiliired. Retur-ii"- to t::c ministrv whiili !'c liad left to become a j.riv.ate soldier, he \v.i> settle

over the Meth,i<!ist il-.urJi at l.ev len till the sprii:,- of iS'>S, when he went to Kansa- and b--ut:iit

a firm n<^ar Keno which he occupied for n year, in the vain hope of regaininfr his health. .Vlter-

V. aid ht ti.ok I po-itio\i .is e- press and st.iiion .TSent .it f.idore. wiiieh helieldtill his health u'.terii.

iiave way. J iiuiary i^, ii;!, .U the earlv a;e ot ;»=, he ! lid down .i life winch, though briel, nao

not been lived in vain, and whose intiuence for ;,'ood still lives in many a human lieari.
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t Company A—Captain Walter B. Smitli,* First Lieutenant

• Richard H. Taylor. B—Captain George H. Hydo, First Lieu-

l tenant Albert Vincent, Second Lieutenant Samuel E. Xichols,

j
acting adjutant. —Captain Archibald Hopkins, First Lieuten-

ant James O'Connor,* Second Lieutenant Joseph D. Calahan.

i D—Captain Charles L. Edwards. Second Lieutenant David 'SI.

'[ Donaldson. E—First Lieutenant (brevet Captain) William C.

? Morrill. F—Captain George !N". Jones,* First Lieutenant Erastus

W. Harris. G—First Lieutenant "William H. Calhoun. H

—

f

•r Captain (brevet Major) Jonas A. Champney, First Lieutenant
'

Hubbard M. Abbott. I—Captain F. Edward Gray, Second

) Lieutenant Julius H. Heed. K—Captain George B. Chandk-y.
' First Lieutenant John "W. Stockwell, Second Lieutenant Edward

j D. Taylor.

i Preparations for the homeward journey, so far as preparations

were needed, now occupied the thoughts of all. The Sanitary

I
Commission had since the arrival of the troops from the field

» i^pared no pains to provide them with delicacies, comforts and

•| luxuries and after the muster out rations were drawn in y»rofu-

l
sion, so that the suj)plies received by the men were only limited

', by their disposition to accept.
' Reveille sounded next morning at half-past 3 and at ."> camp

was broken, the regiment under the lead of General Edwards

J
marching through Georgetown to Washington where at 11

o'clock cars were taken. Baltimore was reached at half-past 3

i in the afternoon, dinner was eaten, cars changed, and at 5 the

.;
iiomeward route was resumed. Arriving at Philadel|ihia some
time past midnight, the never-failing hos])itality of the Quaker
City was enjoyed in a liountiful breakfast at the Cooper Shop of

blessed memory ; at daylight cars Avere taken to Amboy, whence
the journey to Xew York was made by the steamer Transport,

i reaching the IMetropolis at noon. After a most excellent dinner,

I
tlie regiment marched up Broadway once more and at 6 o'clock

f'lr.k tjie steamer Traveler for Huilson. That city was reached

, about daylight of the :24i]i. and at half-past 5 the citizens pro-

vided a generous lin-akfasr, welcoming the return as they had

speeded the departure of the Thirty-seventh.





430 THE CL03IXG SCENES.

Pittsfield -sras reached at 10 o'clock, and at this first stop). i no-

place on Massachusetts soil, the point of the regiment's form.'-

tion and departure, it was received with hearty demonstrati'.i!..

Yet sadness had a share, for it could not escape notice that \vhi'.>-

27 cars had been required to take the command away, it was com-
fortably returned in six, Ac the depot the regiment was met !.\-

an escort of firemen and conducted to the park, where a bounti-

ful collation was served and the veterans were eloquently wtl-

comed by Hon, H. L. Dawes and E. H. Kellogg, Genoi;::

Edwards responded briefly, with a touching allusion to th<'-

who had fallen, the regiment gave a brief exhibition of t!:-.'

manual of arms and then continued the journey.

Springfield was entered at half-past 2, and the reception tiicr.'

was of the most enthusiastic nature. Many of the relatives aii'i

near friends of the members were in waiting at the depot, and

as the command left the cars the greetings were rapturous ar.-l

affecting. Presently the line of marched was formed and tia-

regiment, escorted by the fire department, led by the Eailr-Kil

band, marched to the City Hall. The streets were filled wiri:

enthusiastic people Avaviug handkerchiefs and clieering the vet-

erans, to whom a more familiar sound was the thunder of t::-.-
j

Union Battery, whose rapid discharges emphasized the welconi-.-.

The national colors were everywhere displayed and manv of ti.o

buildings and banners bore ap})ropriate mottoes. In the City

Hall a bounteous repast had been prepared, and when the soldi-! -

were seated an appropriate address of welcome was made by \.

A. Leonard, Esip, in the absence of the mayor. General E'l-

wards responded in behalf of the regiment, after which his com-

mand did ample justice to the tempting viands ; another peri'^ i

of hand-shaking followed, the column returned to the dep'-t.

and the Thirty-seventh that evening reached their last camp :i'

Readville.

While the regiment remained there waiting for the final set-

tlement of its atVairs and formal di-I_>.iniling, CJovcrnor An-iP •

issued the f<jl!o\ving commissions, which gave tlie re^rimcr.;

nominally e^-mpk'te roster of officers, but the promoted were

course never mustered in the new rank:

—
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Lieutenant-Colonel IJufus P. Lincoln as colonel; Major Mason
\V. Tyler as lientenant-colonel and colonel; Captain Archibald

I[()[)kins as major and lieutenant-colonel; Captain Charles L.

Kilwards as major: First Lieutenants Hubbard ]\L Abbott,

Edward Bridgman, Albert II. Vincent and William A. Calhouu

;is captains: Second Lieutenants Samuel E. Nichols, David M.
Doualilson, EdAvard D. Taylor and Julius 11. Keed as tlrst lieu-

tenants: First Sergeant Michael Casey of Company K as second

lii-utenant and first lieutenant: and as second lieutenants Com-
missary Sergeant D wight II. Parsons, Fii-st Sergeant? William

A. ShaAV of Company D, Ed\\ard E. Stannurd of C, Joseph F.

Bartlett of I, Almon M. Warner of II and AVilliam E. Lewis of

F, Sergeants Charles H. Tracy of A, Frederick A. Farley of F
and Color Sergeant Edward D. Hooker of D.

On the ^Gth of June the colors of tlie Thirty-seventh were

•^cut to Boston, where on the :2"-2d of December following they

were in common with those of the other Massachusetts commands
which had servdl the L^nion placed in appropriate receptacles

in Doric Hall at the State House, where they still remain, silent

yjt eloquent witnesses to the patriotism of the citizen soldiers of

the old Bay State. They are torn and rent by bullets and deadly

missiles: they are stained with the life-blood of her sons, but

never with dishonor.

For a few days the members of the regiment remained at the

t-anip, with frequent excursions to Boston and the neighboring-

objects of interest; but on Sunday, July --i, the last of them were
paid for their services and discharged, and the Thirty-seventh

Massachusetts Regiment ceased to exist save in the deeds it had
<!one and the fraternal associations of its surviving members. For
t !!e former no words of praise need be spoken here ; for the fallen,

wliile we drop a tear, wc will extend the patriot's chaplet, the

^"i'-tor's wreath, the martvr's crown.
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THE ROLL OF HONOR.

KILLED IX ACTIO X.

Company A,

Sergt. Sylvanus Muller, May 6, 1S04.

Corp. Levi Davis, Au!?. 21. 18(34.

Corp. Wm. A. Palmer. Sept. 19, '04.

Kdward Bergley. May 12, ISiU.

Florence Biuke, June is, iSi;4.

Daniel Croniu, .Sept. 19, lsG4.

Ceorge A. Ferrin, Sept. 19, 1SG4.

Oliver G. Hooker. May 0, 1S04.

Eilwin G. Taylor, Sept. 19, 18G4.

Irhamer Woodin. Aug. 21, 1SG4.

Company B.

Corp. n. L. Messinyer. Apr. 6, '(w.*

George X. Barnes. May 10, 1804.

Lyman Chapel, Sept. r.>. 1804.

Kdward W. Coope, May 0. 1804.

< reorge J. Daniels, Sept. 19, 1804.

<'Ordoii Dunn, May ('>, 1804.

•fames r;eudron, Sept. 19, 1SG4.

Michael Keys, June 19, 1S04.

George King. May 0, 1804.

•'ohn McXerr.y, May 12, 1S04.

Silas Miller. Aug. 21, l.^tM.

Harrison Mills, June .;, 1801.

Eu^'cne Murphy, May 0, 18(>4.

Fdgar X. Phel]is. Apr. 0, 180.j.

'•eorge F. Pliinney. May 0. 1804.

'anies 1). Iludd, May 0. l><i\4.

Company C.

>ergt. Saml M. Jiolton. Apr. 0, 1.80.i.

S'rgt. (ic... I). Chapin. May 12, 1804.

Sergt. Martin Schemmerhom, Sept.

19, 1.804.

Corp. Michael Moren, May 12, 1S64.

:
Cliarles Blakeslev, Apr. 0, 1805,

!
Thomas McCabe, 2d. May 12. lSi34.

i James Moran, May 21, 1804.

John ^V. Xewton, May 0, 1804.

Egbert Pexley, ^lay 0, 1804.

John Walcott, May 0, 1804.

Company D.
Corp. "Wm. M. Kingsk-y, May 12, '04.

Corp. Timothy D. .Smith, Apr. (>, '0.>.

George C. Clark, Afny 0, i.<04.

John S. Hyde, May 0, IStil.

John D. Smith, May 0, 1804.

John 31. Worrhington, Se])t. 19, '0,4.

George M. Wolcott, :May 0, is04.

Company E.

Sergt. John M. Partridge. May 0. '04.

Urbane H. Crittenden, ilay 0, iStU.

Kichard Fulton, 3[ay 0, l.Si;4.

Colonel D. Halsey, 3[ay 12, 1,><'4.

William H. Henderson, Apr. 0, 1S05.

Michael Kelly, Apr. 2, ISiM.

Jool J. Lobdell, June 4, l.'^G4.

James H. Perkins. July .'?. 180:1.

Joseph Kivet. May f,. is04.

Francis Sherman. May 0, 18''4.

Company F.

Sergt. .b.!m W. Field. Mayfi. 1V,1.

Corp. John M. Diinl>ar, .MayO. 1m;4.

Orange Bard well. May c. 1S04,
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Frederick B. Crocker, June 21, 'fJ4.

Martin S. Hubbard, May 12, 1804.

William F. Lejr;>ett, Apr. 0, ISGo.

Joseph J. Rogers, May >>, 1864.

Company G.
Sergt. Wm. :\r. Knapp, May (5. 1S04.

Sergt. Y. n. Tanner, Sept. 19, 18G4.

Corp. John £. Banks, Aug. 21, IStU.

Corp. C. Beauchmin, Apr. 2, 1SG5.

Corp. Theo..A. Church, May 5, 'G4.

Seth Belden, Sept. 10, 1SG4.

Joseph Bushman, May G, 1S64.

John T. Follansbee, Sept. 19, 18G4.

Paschal Janes, June 18, 18G4.

Maurice 3Ioore, May 6, 18G4.

Henry D. Temple, May G, 1SG4.

William ^Vliitney, May 0, 1864.

Company H.
Sergt. Ira Larkins, May 18. 1804.

Sergt. David B. Miller, Apr. 0, 18()5.

Corp. Moses S. Ames, Sept. 19, 1804.

Corp. Thos. J. Crandall, June 1, '04.

Lyman C. Bartlett, May 12. IStU.

Miles H. Blood, Sept. 19, 1864.

Robert Elder, June 5, 18'i4.

Arthur T. Merritt, May G. IsiU.

Edmund H. Sears, :May 11, 18«^.

Stephen G. Warner, Dec. 13, lst;2.

Sumner Warner, May 'l, 1804.

Charles T. Wing, ^lay IS, 18G4.

Sydney P. Wood, May G, 1804.

Company I.

Corp. Josiah B. Hawks, 3Iay 12, 04.

Corp. W. C. Stockwell. June IS '64.

Albert R. Clark, May 9. 18G4.

Clarkson H. Decker, June 5, 1>04.

George P. Edwards, Apr. 2, 1865.

Edward S. King, May 21, 1864.

Augustus E. Pease, Sept. 19, ImU.

Erastus B. Pease, June ;], 1864.

Edwin O. Wentworth, May 12, IvU.

John Wilcox, May 6, 18G4.

Company K.

Michael Freeman, May 12, 1864.

Patrick Hussey, July 3, 1863.

! John ^Maloney, June 11, 1864.

i
Timothy McXamara, May 6, 18fi4.

I

Timothy Mullin, Apr. 6, ISOo.

Unassigned Kecruit.s.

i
Christojiher Harding. June 10, 't"4.

j

Patrick Lovett, July 12, b-04.

I Robert Ilhinehart, Aug. 21, 18t.)4.

DIED OF AVOrXDS.

Officers.

Capt. F. W. Pease, May 14, 1804.

1st Lieut. C. S. Bardwell. Oct. 0. -04.

2d Lieut. Goo. S. Cooke, May 12. 'lU.

2d Lieut. J. Follansbee, .May 28, "(U.

Company \.

John D. Day, Apr. 29, 18i>.').

Henry F. Eddy, May 14, 1S(;4.

Charles A. Grustick, Aug. 14, 18(,;4.

Michriel Holohan, Aug. 7. isiU.

Seth P. Lanlair, .May 27. l'^G4.

Edward M. .Morley, Api'. :.'2, 1^<m.

Elmer .^I. Sprout, May 7, 1^04.

Company B.

1st Sergt. Charles W. Freeman.

Apr. 1"^, bSG-'j.

Corp. Wm. II. Mansir. May 22, "64.

Corp. George Piindle, May 2'.'. l>''i-l.

Enos Besoucon, July 27, iKiO.

Jules P.csoncon, May 29, 1864.

James Brown, May 29, 1804.

Alexander Deforest, May 24. 18i">4.

Elijah L. Flint, July 1, 1S64.

Charles Knssell, Oct. 7. 1804.

Company C.

Corp. Geo. I^. Shook, Oct. IS, '''>4.





DIED OF WOUNDS. DIED OF DISEASE.

John W. Coouey. May 20, 186").

Duel Oleason, May IT, ISiU.

Lewis M, Mosier, June lit, 1S04.

Demas Mozier, Jlay IS, 18G4.

Josiah O. Ostiom, June 20, lSt>t.

Company D.

1st Sergt. E. P. Cowles, Apr. 0. "Oo.

Corp. Wm. J. Nichols, 3Iay 00, 'tj-l.

Corp. J. C. Walker, May GO, ISO-j.

Sylvanus C. Biyant, May 19. 18('>4.

Edward Burt, June 2, 18ii4.

Daniel D. Currie, May 10, 1804.

John Shea, Apr. 7, ISO-o.

Company E.

Corp. L. M. Tanner, May IS, l80-j.

James Davis, June IS, 1864.

Charles Gurney, July 10, 1803.

Company F.

1st Sergt. E. Graves, May 21, '04.

IstSergt. J.K.Taylor, Aug. 30, '04.

Elihu Coville. July 22, 1803.

Edgar H. Field, May 10. 1804.

Xeville Preston, May 27, 1304.

James K. Sanderson, May 12, 1S64.

John H. Tilling, June 12, 1864.

Chauncey Waite, June 27, 1804.

George D. Whitmore, Apr. 13, 0.5.

Company H.

1st Sergt. Thomas J. Partridge,

Apr. 12, 1864.

Company I.

Shubael Winslow, Jr.. Apr. 24, '64.

Company K.

Corp. D. Driscoll, May 29, 1S63.

James Casey, July 5. 1S04.

Michael Conway, May .j, 1S03.

James Crampton, July 13, 1863.

James X. Perry, July 2.j, 1804.

DIED OF
Company A.

Joel Briggs, June 19. 1804.

E'lraund M. C. Fuller, Jan. 13, "64.

Samuel J. Hillman. Dec. 4, 18')2.

Olio Hunt. Feb. l."i, 1SG3.

Lyman Matthews, June 14, 1804.

Addison 11. Mo.-^ely, Oct. 12, 1802,

Ezi-a J. Tripp, July 1, 18(U.

William A. Williams, Feb. 12, 1803.

Company B.

1st Sergt. Wm. £. Pease, July 1, '03.

Corp. Chas. X. Snow, June 6, 1804.

Corp, L. W. ."^poittird, March 3, '03.

Quiut.'n F. Bliss. Feb. 28, I'^O.").

Cli:ii'.\. .]. Kol.-^oy. Auof. 17, 1804.

StephfU Kirby, Deo. 17. 1>'U.

All.rrt X..!.If." Jan. 2ii, is.;:;.

William II. Shefrield, April 0, 1803.

Philo X. Snow, July 28, 1804.

DISEASE.
Company C.

Peter Dur.ant, April 11, 1803.

Elijah P. Hatch, Oct. IS, 180.3.

Xathan J. Fledger. Aug. 11. 1804.

Frederick Alills, Apr. 21, 1863.

I Russel M. I'urvere, April 13. ISO-i.

j

John Smith, April 12, 180:'.

Company D.

j

Darius Collier, Oct. 21, 18")2.

I Horace Collier, Feb. ".', 1804.

I

James Dorgan. .June 18. I8ri4.

Alfred Hitchcock, Aug. 7, l'^04.

I

Robert Parsons. Xov. IS. 1802.

1
George Pease, March 29, 1804.

Jonatlian W. Phelps. April 3, "64.

Frod'k n. Sinu'snn. .luno •_*!'. 18i'>4.

Myiuu D. Taylor. March 18, 1804.

Conjpany E.

Geo. E. Ciine, Convaks<.ent Camp.
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Thomas B. Edwards, Jan. 12, 1803.

Lewis Leonard, April 11, 1803.

William O'Brion, Xov. 10, 1802.

William O'Connell, Feb. 17, 1863,

Jacob Van Bramer. Feb. 18, 1803.

Henry Van Tassel, Sept. 13, 1803.

Francis H. Wri(,'lit, Fel). 18, 1803.

Company F.

John J. Beals, Feb. 22. 1803.

Otis Cnmmings, Dec. 11, 1802.

Henry J. Fales. April 1, 1863.

Albert A. Pratt, Sept. o. 1804.

Ethan A. Taft, Feb. 3. 1803.

Charles P. Waite, Feb. 13, 1803.

Company G.

William Ackors, Oct. 8, 1863.

Legar R. Harris, iLay 1, 1804.

3Iiles Holmes, Auq-. 9. 18r4.

Louis Lanier, Feb. '), 1S03.

Alpheus D. Lathrup. Jan. 28, 1803.

Henry Leonard, April 1, 1804.

Company H.

Sergt. R. M. Porter. Au^-. 29, 1804.

Hiram Blackmer, June 1.3, 1803.

William H. Averill, Jan. 10. 18v.."..

Uiram Blackmer, June 15, ISi"..;.

Freeman Brarkett, July 12, 18n4.

Raymond C. Flowers, Jan, ."j. \<'V.',.

Emulus B. Gillett. Dec. 15. 18<)2.

Daniel W. Kane. Dec. 10, 1802.

Caspar Lilly, April 23. lSti3.

Urbane Sears, Xov. 12, 1802.

Frederick E. Smith. April 14, I8r,;;.

Jonas H. Thayer, May 4, 1803.

Company I.

Sergt. Martin Luther, May 11, ti4.

Corp. Albert F. Brown, Oct. 20. '»;l'.

Giles A. Bailey, Dec. 20, 1803.

James W. Burns, March 8, 18iJ4.

William Daley, Jan. 8, 1804.

Edward Dunn, July 30. 1804.

James O. Lee, Sept. 9, 1803.

Chas. E. Stockwell, Feb. — 1804.

Company K.

Chas, H, R, Ball, Jan. 26, 1803.

Samyel Beals, Feb. 3, 1803.

Scott Brown, March 23, 1803.

Albert E. Pelt.-n. April 20, ISr;",.

Nathaniel J. Tilden. Dec. 28. i>02.

-DIED IX SOUTHERX PRISONS.

Company E.
At Andersouville Ga., unless other locality

is given.

Company A.

Mus. O. W. Kelly, Xov. ls04.

Salisbury. X. C.

Patrick Hayes. Sept. 2, 1x04.

Company IJ.

Charles B. Dole, St [)t. 14, 1804.

Company I).

Suiiiuer P. Fulior, An-, lo^ isr.j.

X. P. Taylor, Aug. L". lNi4.

P. H. Sherman, June 22, 1804.

Conjpaiiy H.

E. T. Blood, Sepc. 10, 1804.

W. H. Cook, Sept. 2, 1804.

H. C. Ramsdell, Oct. 1, LnU.

Company I.

John G. Bean. Dec. 29. 1N>4.

Danville. N't

Company K.

John O'Brien, -June 2'"., 1804.





WOUN'DED. ^'1'

MISCELLAXKUUS.

Compauy A. I

Company H.

UearyH. Clark. Mi.s.sin-- >rayO, '(54. Louis Li<;ard, Missing May 0. "'U.

Company B. I

Company K.

G. F. Hubbai(l,Pn.si>nei-May 10,'f>4. \
J. E. Bliss, Murdcrecl Doc. s, •12.

WOUXDED.
I [Fatal wounds are indicated by a star (, ).

)

* FIELD AND STAFF.

Maj. Marcus T. Moody, bead, May i Sergt. ^laj. H. M. Abbott, hand.

6, 1S64. i ^lay IS, 1S04.

Maj. Marcus T. Moody, thigh, May

12, 1S04.

Lt. Col. G. L. Montague, foot and

Maj. Mason W. Tyler, knee. March

25, ISC.J.

Adjt. John S. Bradley, thigh and

arm, May 12, 1SG4. i shoulder, April tJ. 1SG5.

I LINE OFFICERS.

1^

2dLt. A. L. Bush, thigh. July :3,'t>3. Capt. J. A. Loomis, thigh, Sept.

Capt. Joseph L. Hayden, thigh, 10, 1804.

Mays, l>tU. 1st Lt. Charles S. Bordwell.* ab-

! Capt. K. P. Lincoln, side, May G,'G4. donien, Sept. 10, isc4.

I 1st Lt. James G. Chalmers, hand, Capt. Geo. Pierce, shoulder, Sept.

May n, 1.SG4. 11', 1-^04.

i Capt. F. W. Pease,* arm, May 12. Capt. -\[.ison W. Tyler, neck. Sept.

lSti4. 1'.', 1SG4.

I
Capt. Put'us P. Lincoln, chest. May 1st Lt. Erastus W. Harris, hand.

^ 12, 1SC.4. Sept. li», 1S04.

- 1st Lt. J. A. Champney. leg, ihiy 1st Lt. Francis E. Gray. neck.

= 12, l^Ci4. Sept. lit, IStU.

';

1st Lt. C. C. Wellman, >[ay 12, '04. 1st Lt. William U. Cousins, tbigh.

:" 2d Lt. A. C. Sparks, side. May 12. .Sept. l'.>, 18r4.

lt;,V4. Capt. John C. Kobinson. arm. Apr.

^ 2d Lt. Geo. S. Cooke,* back. May 2, ist!."..

I i-j. ij<ra. 1st Lt. F. K. Shel.b.n, Apr. 2, is.;.,.

I 2d "ht J. Folansbce.* back. May 1st Lt. Wm. A. Waterman, wrist.

f 12. l^iU. Apr. 2. iSG5.

Capt. riu'^h Donuellv, head. June Capt. W.ilter B. Smitb. tbi-b. Apr.

1st Lt Goo. N.Jones, arm, June 2d Lt. Ib.rrbJ A. Cusbman. t'.nzb.

? 5, INM. • Apr. G, ISG:;.





vin THE ROLL OF IIOXOK.

EX LISTED MEX,

Company A.

Thomas Caffrey, hand, May -i, '0;).

Tlionias B. Jenks, July ?., '03.

Josiah T. Hunt, July C, "GO.

George W. TruelL July 3, '03.

Geoi-ge H. Oakes, hand. May 0, 'O-t.

Gei>. H. Spencer, hand. May ti, '(\4.

Nicholas Reed, knee, May 0, '04.

Sergt. Wm. Shepardson, May G, '<34.

Corp. John Plass, hand, May i'>,'04.

Elmer M. Sprout,* thigh, May 0, '04.

Seth P. Lanfair,* knee. May 0, '04.

Ezra J. Trippe, leg, May 0, '64.

Corp. F. E. Bell, foot, INIay 0, '04.

M. Ilollohan,* ankle. May 6, '04.

Andrew J. Mason, leg, May 0, '04.

T. D. Richardson, hand, May 12. "04.

Henry E. Eddy, chest. May 12, 'fU.

John D. Strong,* hand, June 3, 't')4.

Corp. Levi Davis, hip, June 3, '(54.

Chas. A. Grostick,* shoulder, June

3, 't>4.

G, M. Dutcher, head, June 3. '04.

Sergt. George S. Chapin, shoulder,

June IS, 1S64.

Michael Ploss, arm. July 12, '04.

F. V. Oviatt, feet, Aug. 21, '04.

1st Sergt. D. M. Donaldson, thigh,

Sept. Ill, 'tU.

Edward Deady, thigh. Sept. 10, '04.

Juliu.s Strong, arm, Sept. li», '04.

Reuben Chace, head, Feb. -"), '*;.").

Sergt. Charles H. Tracy, lost leg,

Apr. 2, '0").

L. E. Searles, breast. AT)r. 2, '('>5.

John D. Day,* leg, Apr. 2, 'Go.

Corp. F. R. Bell, leg, Apr. 2, 'Oo,

E. M. Morley.* thigh. Apr. 0, '05.

Company IJ.

Corp. (;. I'rindl.;, fuigcr. May 3, '03.

George L. Hill, finger, ilay 3. 't»3.

Walter J. Lester, breast. May 3, '03.

Enos Besoncon,* July 3, "03.

Almon S. Cadwell, July 3, '03.

Charles A. Taggart, July 3. '03.

George T. Carter, July 3, '03.

Calvin Goodbo, July 3, '(J3.

Winfiehl S. Tyrrell, side, May 5. ''U.

Corp. C. Ingham, thigh, May 0, 'lU.

Corp. Wm. H. Mansir,* arm. May
6, 1804.

Corp. G. Prindle,* thigh. May 0, '04.

Alexis Baron, hand. May 0, '04.

Jules Besoncon,* thigh. May ti, 'r4.

Geo. F. Bidwell, face. May 0. '64.

Henry Bretcher, hand. May 0, '('4.

Wm. B. Church, hand, May 0, '*U.

Alex. Deforest,* side. May G, '64.

John A. Durant, hand. May 6, '04.

Elijah L. Flint.* face. May 0, '04.

George L. Hill, linger. May 0, '04.

Asa L. Landon, wrist, May 6, 't>4.

Herbert Morin, ankle. May 6, '04.

William Smith, hand. May 0, "04.

Philo X. Snow, arm, May ti. '04.

1st Sergt. Chas. AV. Freeman, arm.

May 12, '04.

Corp. Watson F. Bentley, jaw, May
12, "04.

D. P. Bradley, arm. May 12, 't;4.

Egbert J. Olds, leg. May 18, '04.

Xoah ;M. Freeman, leg. May IS, '04.

Alex. Deforest, legs, :May 21, "tVl.

Alfred D. Jones, hand. May 21, "'4.

Corp. Henry L. Messinger. arm.

June 4. '04.

S. Van Dusen, leg, Aug. 21, '04,

Corp. L. Huntley, side. Sept. l'.>, 'i^i-

Alfred D. Jones, side. Sept. l'.>.
'04.

G. H. Whittaker, foot, Sept, I'.t. '04.

ITcrliei t Morin. neck. Sept, 1!', '•'"4.

Geo. L. Hill, toot, Sept. I'.i. '01.

Charles Russell.* Sept. 1!». '.U.

Sergt. Gilbert G. Bentley, breast.

Apr. 2, '05.





AVOUNDED. IX

'•

1st Sergt. C. W. Freemau,* tliigh,

Apr. 'i, 'I'm.

I H. C. Clark, shoulder, Apr. ti, '05.

Company C.

Corp. Johu Alvin Hall, July 3, '03.

John Kelly, July •]. 'O.).

I
Frederick S. Shephard, July o, '6:i.

f James Ferry, July o, '0:5.

John M. Taylor, July 3, '0:3.

Thomas Burns, thigh May 0, '04.

1/ 'Andrew J. Knight, arm. May 0, '04.

Wm. n. Barnes, legs. May ti, "04.

Corp. George J. Pineo, May 6, '04.

I Corp. Albert L. Strong, thigh, May

I »>, '04.

f Edgar Earnum, chest. May 0, '04.

V John W. Cooney,* arm, May 0, '04.

I
James FeiTv, foot. May 0. '04.

I Corp. ^y. H. Dunbar, leg. 3[ay 0, '04.

I
Buel Gleason,* breast, ^lay 0, '04.

^ Xathan W. Ilalsey, hip. May 6, '(U.

i George ^y. Jones, leg, May 0, "tU.

I
George A. Palmer, arm, May 0. '04.

I
A. Stanward, wrist. May il, '(>4.

Oscar Sweet, hand. May 0, '04.

R. Decker, hand. May 0, 'i>4.

T. Fitzerald, breast, May 0, "tU.

Sergt. L. M. Stannard, cheek. May

I
1-i, 't;4.

I Sergt. M. Schemmerliorn.hand. ^lay

12, '04.

IN. J. Hedger. hand. May 12. '64.

Demas ^lozier,* neck. May 12, "1)4.

L. M. Mo.-^ier. arm,* May 21. "(U.
'

Sergt. K. O'Brien, side, -huie ". '04.

J. O. 0.>trom,* knee. June .1, 'i)4.

H. W. Sike.>, lost light arm, June

» Sergt. llobert O'Drion, thigh, Sept.

I
I'.i, "lU.

Cori>. O. K. Cutting, breast, Sept.

r.'. 'i-.4.

Cori". G. L. Shook.^ toot-. S?pt. l'.'.

|'4.

Judson Bradley, side, Sept. 10, *04.

Corp. H. J. Deming, Sept. 10, '04.

>[. P. Gleason, thighs. .Sept. 10, '04.

Richard Holmes, arm. Sept. 10, *G4.

T. Hamilton, shoulder, Sept. 10, '<j4.

T. Sackett, foot, Sept. 10, '04.

Peter Smith, hand, Sept. 10, '(U.

Corp. E. Strickland, leg, Sept. 10.

'04.

Jas. MeCormick, scalp, Feb. 5, '0.5.

Corp. J. A. Hall, face, Feb. 5, '05.

James Ferry, hand, Apr, 2, '05.

Andrew J. Knight, knee, Apr. 2, '0.5.

Wm. H. L'Hommedieu, hip, Apr.

2, '65.

J. H. Wagner, shoulder, Apr. 2, '0-5.

A. G. Williams, side, Apr. 0, '65.

W. H. Jackson, thigh, Apr. 0, '05.

James MeCormick. leg. Apr. 0, '0.5.

Sergt. George A. Seelye. head, Apr.

li, *05.

Company D.

Corp. J. H. Bissell, face. May o. '0 {.

George Pease, face. May 3, '03.

E. P. Iladley, head. May 5, *04.

Sumner L. Xiles, arm. May, 5, '64.

Charles W. Nash, jaw, M;iy 0. '04.

.Tames F. Boss, shoulder. May 0, '1)4.

Francis Brooks, hand. Maj- 0, '04.

Corp. John H. Bissell, back, May
0, 'tU.

Corp. Chester D. Hulbrook. shoul-

der, 3[ay 0, '04.

Corp. William J. Nichols,* arm.

May 0, '64.

Edward Burt,=* thigh. May 0. '04.

George W. Gray, lost loft arm. May
0, '64.

John F. Keyes, leg, May (>, "04.

Edward Law, arm. May i!. '0-1.

Mich;iel Munsing. hand, 3[ay 0, '04.

Corp. John C. Km-kwood. shoulder,

M:iy 0, '04.

1st Sergt. William II. Shaw, lost

han<l, May 0, "(U.





THE UOLI, OF IIUXOK.

Daniel D. Curvie,* May <>, '04.

.'^ylvanus G. Bryant,* hip, May
9, 'W.

William W. Hitchcock, liand, May
9, 'CA.

Sumner P. Fuller, May 0. '04.

Coi-j). Jefferson C. Walker.* thigh.

May 12, '04.

Corp. George L. Streetcr, foot,

May 12, '04.

Corp. Chester D. Holbrook, arm.

May 1>^, '04.

Corp. George A. Bisbee, back, May
IS, '64.

Walter G. Brewer, arm, June 3. '64.

Paul Trotier, hip. Sept. 19, '04.

Wm. M. Clement, leg, Sept. 10, '04.

John Shea, leg, Sept. 19, '04.

James W. Wetherbee, foot, Sept.

19, '04.

Paul Trutier, chest, Mar. 25, '05.

.Samuel E. Eddy, knee, Mar. 25, '05.

James W. Wetherboe. knee, Apr.

2, '.;.->.

1st Sergt. Ezra P. Cowles,* groin,

Apr. 0, '05.

Samuel E. Eddy, bayonet through

chest. Apr. 0, '05.

John Shea,* thigh and hand, Apr.

0, '05.

Company E.

Scrgt. D. 1{. Fields, leg, July:], '0.3.

James L. Bowen, legs, July 3, "ti^.

J. M. Fletcher, head. July 3, '0.3.

Charles Gurney,* legs, July 3, '03.

Edwin E. Phelps, hip, July 3, 'f.:;.

Daniel Lewis, July .5. "f.:!.

Corp. Daniel 0'N"eil,arni,May 0, '04.

George Haley, aim, May (!, '04.

W. J. Simmons, breast. May <!, '04.

Corp. A. M. Cane, aim, May 0, 'm.

Milton Brooks, Ie:r. 3[ay i'., '04.

K<iwaid Git'gson, le'_% M;'.y "">. 'f'4.

William J. Pottitt, leg, .May r,, \\4.

Corp. II. Welch, .>houlder, May 12,

'04.

Chas. M. Babbitt, head. May 12. '(",4.

^I. V. B. Dingman, face. May IS, '04.

James H. Olds, breast. June 1, '04.

John Stickney, mouth, June 1. '04.

James Davis,* arm. .Tune 11, '(54.

S. M. Hogle. hand, June IS, '04.

Dennis 3IcGrah, thigh, Aug. 21. 'f-l.

Corp. W. H. Couch, thigh, Sept. I'.t.

'M.

Corp. Arthur M. Cane, neck, Sept.

19, '04.

Ansel R. Cook, thigh, Sept. 19, '04.

F. W. Crossett, thigh. Sept. 19. '04.

William Elston, leg. Sept. 10, '04.

John Kelly, thigh, Sept. l'.>,
'('4.

Edw. R. Lobdell. leg, Sept. 19. '04.

Charles H. Loomis, Sept. 19. '(54.

Henry Slater, breast, Sept. 19. '04.

N. E. Walden, shoulder, Sept. 1'.', '04.

Edwin R. White, Sept. 19, '04.

Corp. R. Welch, neck. Sept. 10, '(4.

Hiram Caswell, leg, Apr. 2, '05.

Corp. L. M. Tanner,* knee. Apr. 2,

'05.

1st Sergt. A. M. Warner, arm. Apr.

0, '05.

H. L. Luce, leg and thigh, Apr. O.'fuj

Company F.

Elihu Coville,* hip. July 3, '03.

Corp. 31. The.<ier. hand. May 5. "tW.

Edgar H. Field.* May 5. 'r.-X.

C. H. Russell, head. May 5, '04.

J. K. Sanderson,* leg. May 5, "04.

William J. Smith, hand. May 5,'f>4.

Charles O. Sfpiircs, foot. May 5, '01.

F. P. Wheeler, hand. May 5, 't"4.

1st Sergt. Edwin Graves,* kncf.

May 0. 'i;4.

rv.ip. E. L. Covin, shoulder. May
•;, '(M.

Kobert r.rown. foot. May 'l. 'i">4.

Sergt. L. C. Hanks, head. May <i.'<"'4.





WOLXDKD. XI

«?

Diivid P. Lamb, arm, .May G. '('4.

L-ivi J. Pratt, leg-, May f,^ '04.

Joseph F. Smitli, arm. May 0, '(U.

William J. Smith, side. May ti, "tU.

Chauncey Waite.* ^Nlay (i, '(J4.

1st ber^^t. William E. Lewis, le^',

May 12, '<>4.

William Fahay, ear, May 12. '64.

E. 1{. Pearson, ear, May IS, '64.

John F. Pease, le^. iMay IS. 'W.

Xeville Preston,* foot, ^Lay 21. '04.

Juhn A. Glazier, head. May 21. '04.

AVilliam Fuller, foot, June 3. "04.

George W. Nash, face. June 5, '04.

John H. Vininfr.*nerk, June S, '<U.

Sergt. Fred A. Farley, head, Au^^.

21, '(>4.

Seriit. Joseph K. Taylor,* groin,

Aug. 21, '04.

iergt. John Beston, leg, hand and
wrist, Aug. 21, *tV4.

Sergt. Ebenezer F. Wiley, head,

Aug. 21. '(U.

Patrick Beston. hand, Aug. 21, '04.

Geo. F. Enderton. leg, Aug. 21, 'lU.

Corp. J. W. Foster.side, Sept. I'.'.'r4

William Fuller, side. Sept. 1!>, '04.

Jas. W. Ilortou, arm, Sept. lit. "(U.

J. A. Lcggett, hand, Sept. 19, 'tU.

John A. Pease, leg, Sept. 10, 't)4.

Edward E. Sanderson, shoulder and
ankle, Sept. l'.>. 'tU.

Timutliy Spellmnn. leg, Sepr. 1<J.'04.

Stephen (;. Stearns. let:. Sept. V.K'>:A.

Jas. W. Ilorton. tli'gli, Apr. 2. '0.").

G. D. Whitmore,"* tem]ile, Apr. 2,'t)5

Oliver Warner, hand. Apr. 2, 't',.5.

Coip. J. W. Foster, arm and h.Tnd,

Apr. 0, '('m.

James L. Dunbar, arm and hand,

Apr. 0, '0.5.

Company H.

Albert C. Kinney, aim, Maj' o, '00.

Fiancis A. Gouch, hg, .May 0, '(Wj.

W. II. Bigelow, breast. :May fl, '04.

C. C. Colson, head. May C, 'lU.

Edward W. Colsuii, leg. May 0, '04.

J. Marcy, arm and breast, 3IayO,. 'rU.

Xeptliali Parent, arm. May 0, '04.

Chas. W, Phelps, arm. May 12, '*)4.

Sergt. W. Luddon. leg. May 12. *04.

Wm. C. Birge, hand. June 5, '04.

J. Bumhardt. shoulder. June 1S,'»)4.

Orson E. Train, foot, June IS, '04.

O. M. Bird, shoulder, June 19, '04.

Dolphus Ilalbert, hand.Au*:-. 21,"t>4.

Corp. II. P. Pratt, knee, Aug. 21. '04.

Samuel Parent, leg, Aug. 21, *04.

Sergt, William. C. Morrill, face.

Sept. 19, '04.

Sergt. Wm. F. Abbott.arm and side,

Sept. 19. 'fU.

Ernst Q. Pfiel. thigh. Sept. 19, '04.

G. C. Clapp, shoulder, -Sept. 19, "04.

TIios. Dumphries, hands and arras.

Sept. 19. '64.

L. F. Stockwell. arm. Sept. 19, '04.

Alexander Leon. leg. Sept. 19, '04.

C.'S. Edwards. haii'I. Sept. l!i, '04.

E. B. Ockingtou. head. Sept. 19, "04.

John Burnhardt. arm, April 2, 'r..").

O, C. Powell, arm. April 2, 'O-j.

Simon Birge, leg. April 2, '00.

Corp. Jay Leonard, thigh. April

0, 'Go.

Ozro M. Bird, b.iek. .Vi)ril 0, 'O-'x

Company H.

David B. Dwight. Dec. 1:!. '02.

Horace C. llamsdell. July o. 'Oo.

Alonzo F. Turner, July :;. 'ftJ.

Charles X. Clark, July ;^.. 't);].

N. Chamberlin. foot. May o, '04.

Clark G. IJice. hand, May 0, '64.

Lyniau A. Shaw, log. May 'i, "'U.

Monroe Snow, luiuer. May 0, '04.

Lorenzo Leech, iingor. May 0, 'tM.

Wm. G. Phillips, neck. May (5. '04.

William Wriaht, tingers. May S, '64.





Xll THE ROLL OF HONOH.

31. Luiiderguu. liand, May S, '64.

Andrew B. Owen, May 8, 'M.

William II. .Vveiill, May 10, '04.

1st Sero;t. Albeit II. Vincent, head,

May 12. '04.

Corp. Patrick Dunnivan, head,

May 12, '(i4.

Tliomas Bracjel, le<r, 3Iay 12. 'G4.

Serat. A. P. Couk, head. June o,'G4.

J. Sandlinsj, alidomen, July 12, '04.

Sergt. D. B. Miller, leg. Sept. l'.),'(U.

Sergt. A. J. Ferrill, lep, Sept. 19, '64.

1st Serjxt. Tliomas J. Partridge.

leff and arm. Sept. lU, '04.

Color Sergt. P. Dunnivan, shoulder,

Sept. 10, 'lU.

Corp. Thomas Maginley. shoulder,

Sept. 11), '04.

n. Graves, Jr., head, Sept. 19, "04.

Simon Fontiue, leg, Sept. 19, '04.

John Dorsey, thigh, Sept. 19, '64.

A. F. Tafts, thigh, April 2. "0.3.

Joel Lilly, tliigh, April 2, '0.^.

1st Sergt. Tliomas J. Partridge,*

breast, April 0, "05.

John H. Walker, face, April 0, 'O-l.

Fiancis Walker, thigh, April 0. 'Go.

J. Leving, shoulder, April 0, '05.

Couii>aiiy I.

Willard Armstrong, Julj- 3, 'Oo.

Joliu Mayan, hand. May ti. "tU.

Julm Tewhill, lingers, ilay 0, '(>4.

1st Sergt. W. A. Calhoun, arm. May
12, U-A.

Sergt. E. B. Ilovey, head, May 12, '04.

i.. r. Shaw, kg ami hand, May 12. "04.

Alfred Lepine, arm. May 12, '(M.

K. U. Pe.ase, head, May 12. "(U.

I.ynian .bmes, shoidder, June I, "(U.

A. II. Cari)entor. June 1, "t'>4.

I'urp. W. C. Stookwell, June :;, 't)4.

J"hn Moi-ris, liead. June 5, 'r.4.

Ileber Blake, foot, June 11, '04.

IVtor Pl.int, groin. June 11. '<:;.

Corp. Samuel E. Trask, shoulder,

Juno is. '(U.

Allen F. Parker, ankle. June 10. '''.i.

John Xorris, knee. Aug. 21. '04.

Sergt. J. Johnson, head, Sept. 10, 'im.

Corp. L. Strong, face, Sept. 19. '04.

Cornwell Baker, side. Sept. 19. 'lU.

Cyrus Cole, leg, Sept. 19, '04.

Geo. C. Hosmer, leg. Sept. 19, "t;4.

F. D. Hickox, knee. Sept, 19, ''i4.

Thcs. Morau, hand. Sept. 19, ti4.

John L. Knight, arm. Sept. 10, '>'<i.

Corp. W. J. Hildreth,leg,Apr.2, '05.

A. n. Carpenter, leg, Apr. 2, '05.

S. Winslow, Jr..* leg, Apr. 2, '>'>'>.

Company K.

Corp. D. D iscoll,** breast. May :);r,:].

^lichael Conway.* chest. Mayo, '•>.:.

James Crampton,* July o, *03.

E. Duggan, shoulder. May 5, '".Vl.

John Keiiady, leg, May 5, ()4.

T. T. Manning, hip. May (5, '04.

John Andrews, wrist, Miy G, 't'4.

Michael Kilkeliy. thigh, May 12. 'c^.

Corp. M. Piowe, hand. May 12. "''14.

Thos. F. Kowe, hand and side. Miy
18. '04.

.John McLaughlin, leg, May IS, '••L

Patrick Dalton. leg. May IS. 'i-i.

.James Cascy,*^ M ly IS, 't>4.

Patrick J. Falion, he.ad, May 21. '.4.

John Manning, hip, June. o. '04.

Sergt. W. Uamilton. knee. Apr. 2. "'•5

Corp. J. Welch, ankle. Apr. 2, 't'5.

M. Kilkeliy. shoulder. Api-. 2. "05.

Geo. Richardson, thigh. Apr. •_'. '''5.

I. 11. Burrows, hand, Apr. 2, 'ii5.

Tim. M(.iiiarty, hand, Apr. 2, '•5.

Corp. T. Ellsworth, back. Apr. '">,
'>>'>

C'orp. M. Bowo. side, Apr. <•, "t^").

C. C. Spellman, abdomen, Apr. i'>,
'>'<'^-

.\. E. Pelton. shoulder, Apr. '">, 'C'>.

•lohn Miuphy. arm, Apr. 0. 'ti5.

.iohu M'>iri-;ey, arm. .Vpr. 0. 't^'..





DESERTION IN THE 37TH MASS.

VOLUNTEERS.
CLASSIFIED IX PERIODS.





ROSTER OF 37th REGIMENT,
MASS. VOLS.

[Cause of termination of service is thus indicated:

—

a. killed in action; b. died of wounds:
(T, died of disease; d, died in soutiiern prisons ; e, commissioned; /, transferred to 20th regiment

;

g, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps : h, transferred to Navy ; /, expiration of service ; j , di*a-
bility; /t, deserted; /, disliunnrable discharj;e ; «/. missinfc in action ; w, prisoner, fate unknown:
o. discharfjed by order of War Depannietit

; /, resigned. Transfers from the loth Re-;ment are
shown by a , from the 7lh by a 1 ,]

Name and Rank. Date of Com. Age' Term. Service.

Oliver Edwards, Col.
Kufus P. Lincoln, Col.

Mason W. Tyler, Col.

Alonzo E. Goodrich, Lt. Col.
Geo. L. Montague, Lt. Col.

Kufus P. Lincoln, Lt. Col.
Mason W. Tyler. Lt. Col.

Arch. IIoi<kins, Lt. Col.
Oliver Ed wai (Is, Maj.
Georjre L. MnutaLrne, Maj.
Eugene A. Allen, Maj.
Marcus T. Moody, Maj.
Kufus P. Lincoln, Maj.
Mason \V. Tyler, 3[aj.

Archibald Hopkins, Maj.
Charle.s L. Edwards, Maj.
Charles I'. Crehoio, .Siirir.

Elisha M. White, tjuro;.

Thos. C. Lawton, Asst. Siirs-
•Jo.shua J. Ellis. Asst. .Suro-.

A. L. Mitchell, Asst. 6nr<;.

Elisha M. White. Asst. v^^^urg.

C. E. Inches, Asst. huro;.

Frank C. Morse, Chap. •

Edwin Hurlhurt, Cai)t.
Georo;e L. Montauue, Capt.
Ilutrh Donnelly, C.ipt.

Jarvis P. Kellcy. < a[>t.

Franklin W. Pe;ise, Capt.
Aljrernon S. Flno^', ('apt.

Archibald Hopkins, Capt.
Eu^'cne A. Allen, Ciipt.

Marcus T. Moody, Ca]>t.

Joseph L. Uayden, Capt.
Peter Dooley, Caj-t.

Kufus I'. Lincoln, ('apt.

M;vson W. Tyli-r. (^ipt.

.John 1]. Midi'>y, (.'apt.

Joshua A. liOoniis, Capt.

An*;. 27,





HOSTEK. XV

Name and Rank. Date of Com. Agej Residence. Term. Service.

' William Bliss, Capt.
> Jolm C. Robinson, Capt.
t William M. Hale. Cai)t.t

f Geoijie Pierre, Capt.*
* Charles L. Edwards. (Japt.

I Jonas A. Champney. Capt.
1 Carlos C. Wellman, Capt.
? George H. Ilvde. Cai)t.

* Thomas G. Colt. Capt.

I Gei'ige B. Chandley. Capt.
T Francis E. Gray, Capt.

,
George X. Jones, Capt.

I Walter B. Smith. Capr.
I Edward Bridsinan, Cajit.

I
Hubbard M. Abbott. Cupt.

;" Albert H. Vincent, Capt.
'? William A. Calhoun, Capt.

^
Thomas G. Colt, 1st Lieut.

i Daniel J. Dodae, 1st Lieut.
* Mason W. Tvler, 1st Lieur.
i EliT. Blackiner. 1st Lieut.

I
T. F. Phinkett, jr., 1st Lieut.

I
John C. Kobinson, 1st Lieur.

^
Chas. L. Edwai-ds, 1st Lieut.

I Jonas A. Champney. 1st. Lt.

I William Bliss. 1st Lieut.
i Joshua A. Loomis, 1st Lieut.

f .J. Milton Fuller. 1st Lieut.
John B. .Malloy, Lst Lieut.

' Carlos C. Wellman. 1st Lt.
'

Charles Phelps, 1st Lieut,
t George H. Hyde, 1st Lieut.

[
Edward Bridgman, l.>t Lt.

I

George B. Chandley. 1st Lt.

\
Erastus W. Harris. 1st Lt.

\ Andrew L. Bush. 1st Lt.

I
Franiis E. Gray, 1st Lt.

' James G. Chalmers. 1st Lt.

Georire X. Jones. 1st Lieut.
John .S. Bradley. 1st Lieut.
Walter B. .Smith. 1st Lieut.
Charles S. Bardwi'll. 1st Lt.

-Ali.ert C. Sparks, 1st Lieut.
William B. Allen, 1st Lt*
William H. Cousens, 1st Lt*
William A. Calhoun. 1st Lt.

Albert II. Vincent, 1st Lt.

Hubbard .M. Abbott, 1st Lt.

William C. .Morrdl, 1st. Lt.

Kichard H. Tavlor, 1st Lt.

John ^\^ Stockwell. 1st Lt.

Dee. 5, \>i)

Dec, 24. (•.:)

April 1, '154

April :-;, 'fi4

April "), 'G4

Mav 15, ••;4

May l.i. '('.4

JuiV -^1. tU
bep't. 2:;, "(U

Oct. i;;. •(;4

Nov. 20. '04

Feb. 1, '05

Mar. 4, "().')

Mav 10, "05

May 24. '05

May L'4. '05

June 1^1), '*;5

Aug. 5. "02

Aug. 5, '02

Aug. 'o, '62

Aug. 27, '02

Aug. -Jl, '02

Aug. 27, "02

Aug. 27. '02

Aug. 27. "1 12

Aug. 1'7. '02

Aug. 27. '02

Aug. 27, ''".2

Aug. 27. "02

Nov. 20. <'.2

Dec. oO, '62

Jan. 17, ''i:^.

Jan. 2U, 'O:^

Mar. l<i, "03

June '), "Oo

June 4. '(i:J

Nov. IS, '03

Dec. 5. 'O;;

Dee. 24. "o;;

Feb. !». '04

April 5, "04

Mav 15, 'i\i

May 15, "fU

:May I'J, '(-.4

May 22, 'tV4

Mav 31, "04

July 31, "04

.Sept. L'.-.. '0.4

i>i-t. 7. "04

Oct. 13. "(,.(

Oct. 13. 'I'A

X'thamp"n
25 Adams
43 Taunton
31 Greeniicld
34 .S'thamp'n
32 Adams
22 Chicopeo
23 Lee
22 Pittsfield

i'4 Springfield
21 Springlield
•J9 Had lev
33 . Pittsfield
40 X'thamp'n
24 X'thampii
22 Hawley
22 Springfield
20 Pittsheld
42 Pittsfield

i'2 Amherst
31 Chicopee
19 Pittsfield

24 Adams
33 S'thamp'n
30 Adams

X'thamp'n
24 X'thamp'n
20 Springfield
23 Sitringtield

22 Chicopee
10 . Springfield
23 Lee
40 X'thamp'n
23 SpringJield
30 X'thamp'n
20 Westfield
20 Springfield
23 Pittsfield

25 Hadley
22 Lee
:;2 Pittsfield

27 Whately
23 Lee
•>5 X'thamp'n
27 Adams
21 Springlield
21 Hawley
24 X'thamp'n
i'3 N'thami»'u
-".» Gt. Bart'n
21 N'thanip'u

J' Dec. -S.], '03

May 15, '155

July 1, '04

Nov. 13, 't;4

p Major
/ Jiinei'l, "05

j Oct. 12, '04

i June 21, '>5

May 23. *05

i June 21, 't'h')

i June 21, '05

//
/ 1st Lieut.
; 1st Lieut.
/lst Lieut.
i 1st Lieut.
e Captain
p Jan. 2>. '03

e Captain
y>Xov.i7, "i;-.'

June 2, 't>3

c Captain
e Captain
e Captain
c Captain
e Captain
p Dec. 2','. '(.2

e Caj>tain

e Captain
p Xov. 17. 'i''3

f Captain
e Captain
e Captain
/' .lune U', '•>5

./ Feb. 5, 'tU

e Captain
./ July 30, "04

e Captain
May 15. '0^5

-^ Captain
/. Oct. 0. "tU

/ .Sci»t.20, (•hi

Oct. ^, 'f4

Xov. UO, "04

e Captain
e Captain
e CaT)tain
i .JuiieL'l, ''15

'" .JuneJl, "•'•5

/ .luno21, '''o





XVI ROSTER.

Name and Rank. Date of Com. Age; Residence. Term. Senice.

Wm. A. Waterman, 1st Lt.
James OTonnr.r. 1st Lt.
Flavel K. SheMon. 1st Lt.
Samuel L. Nichols. 1st Lt.
David M. DonaMsMn. 1st Lt.
Edward D. Taylor. 1st Lt.
Julius H. Ilcoci. 1st Lieut.
Michael Casev. 1st Lieut.
Peter Doolev." -Jd Lieut.
Thos. F. Plunkett. jr., 2d Lt.
Carlos C. Wellman." 2d Lt.
P. Woodb'cre Mortran. 2d Lt.
Rufus P. Lincoln. 2d Lt.
Geortje H. Ilvde. 2d Lieut.
Walter B. Smith, 2d Lieut.
Elihu R. Rock-wood. 2d Lt.
Edward Brid^'man. 2(1 Lt.
Andrew L. Eu.sh. 2d Lt.
Charles Phelps. 2d Lieut.
Georo-e B. Chandley. 2d Lt.
Erastus W. Harris. '2d Lt.
James C. Chalmers. 2d Lt.
David 3L Moore. 2d Lt.*
Francis E. Gray, 2d Lt.
George X. .Jones. 2d Lieut.
John S. Bradley, 2d Lieut.
Michael Harrii^an. -Jd Lt.
^V'iUiam J. Fisher. 2d Lt.t
Albert C. Spark.-.. 2d Lieut.
Robert A. Gray, 2d Lt.
Charles S. Bardwell. 2d Lt.
Hubbard 3L Abbott. 2d Lt.
Richard II. Tavlor, 2d Lt.
William C. Morrill. 2.1 Lt.
George E. Cooke. 2d Lt.
Joseph Follansbee. 2d Lt.
John W. Stockwell, 2d Lt.
Wm. A. Waterman. 2d Lt.
David M. Donaldson. 2d Lt.
Jesse Prickett. 2d Lieut.
James O'Connor. 2d Lt.
Flavel K. Sheldon. 2d Lt.
Samuel E. Xichids. 2d Lt.
Edward D. Tavlor. 2<i Lt.
Julius II. Reed. 2d Lieut.
Joseph D. Calah;in. 2d Lt.
ilarrie .\. Cushnian. 2d Lt.
Micliael Casey, ijd Lieut.
\Vii!inni U. .*^ilaw. L'd Lieut.
Dwicht IL Par-ons. I'll Lt.
Edwant E. Stannard. 2d Lt.

Xov. 20, '64

I'eb. 1, '65

>[ar. 4, '(iO

May 15, '(i5

May ir,, 'fJ5

Mav 24. '05

ifay 24, "(JS

June 2t), '()5

July ;!(», 'f>2

Aug. 14. '02

Aug. 27, '02

Aug. 27, "02

Aug. 27, '02

Aug. 27, '62

Aug. 27, '<i2

Aug. 27, '02

Aug. 27, '02

Aug. 27, '02

.A.ug. 27, '02

Aug. 27. '<>2

Oct. 15, "02

-Vov. 20, '02

Xov. 27, '02

Dec. oO, '02

Jan. 17, 'O::!

Jan. 2U. '63

3Iar. 10, '03

May 4. '03

June 3, "63

June 4. '03

June 20, "03

Oct. 31, '63

Xuv. 18. "03

Dec. 5, '03

Dec. 25. '03

Feb. 10. '04

April 5, "04

:May 15. '04

Mav 15. '04

May 15, '04

>[ay 2-1. '04

June 27. *64

Aug. .30, '04

Sept. 23. '04

Ocr. l;l. '<>4

Oct. b3. '04

Oct. 13, '64

Mar. 2. 'tio

Mar. 4. "t^)

.Mar. 4, 't-,.-,

-Mar. 1.-.. 'c.-,

2.S

2!)

23
21
40
11»

21

20
22
22
31
10

45
10

18
23
20
22
24
10

27
21

27
30
»)•>

23
27
23
20

Blandford
Springfield
S'thamp'n
X'thamp'n
Chicopee
Agawam
Lee
Pittstield

Cheshire
' Pittstield

I Chicopee
: Lee
{

Amhei'st
' Lee

I

Pittstield

Greentield

I

X'thamp'n
Westtield

! Springfield
1 Springfield
!
X'thamp'n
Pittstield

,
Spencer
SpriniTtield
Hadley
Lee

' Spriu'^'field

Milton
Lee :

SprinrfReld !

Whately
I

X'thamp'n
'

Gt. Bar't'n
X'thamp'n
Amherst
Springtield '

X'thamp'n
Blandtord
Chicopee
Springtield
Springtield
S'tlianip'u

X'thamp'n
Atrawam
Lee
Tauntiin
Bo.stun
Pittstield

f'n'ni'uu'n
L'li'cailow
X. M'boro

I June 17. *i>5

/
j

June 7. ''^'i

i June 21. 'i.r,

i JuneL'l. ''-5

'

i June 21. 'i>^

i June 2 1, "iLv

i June 21. ''T)

e Captain
. e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.

1 i^ June l'.>. '03
' e Captain
i e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.
Aug. 2'.'.' '14

e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.

! e Ist Lieut.
' e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.

I

July 1. 't^

e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut,
e 1st Lieut.

p Oct. 30, ''13

Sept. 111.
•4

e 1st Liour.

i> Junei'i'.
"'^

e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut,
e 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieur.

h iray 12.
••4

b May 23. '-4

e 1st Lieut,
c 1st Lieut.
e 1st Lieut.

p May 21. '••'»

e 1st Lieut.
' 1st Lieut.
€ 1st Lieu-.
e 1st Lit-nr.

e 1st Lieut.
i June 21. '•-»

j >ray 15. '<^5

>: 1st Lieut.
/ .lunei'I. •'•5

i June 21. "'••>

/ June 21. •i-'>





ROSTER. xvn

Name and Rank. Date of Com. ;Agel Residence. I Tenn. Service.

Charles H. Tracy. 2d Lieut.
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Name and Rank. Residence. Age Date of Muster Term Semce.

Statker. Peter





ROSTER. XXI

Name and Rank. Residence. lAge Date of Muster Term. Service.

.Mcssinger, Henry L., Corp.
j
Becket

i'rindle, George. Corp.
\
Altord

<uow, Charles X., Corp.
I

:Sandistield
•^port'ord, Lewis W.. Corp. Lee
Pelton, Timothy. Mus. i (rt. Bar'fn
MeCann, John, Wag.

j
Lee

.\lleii, George A.
j

liecket
Austin. Chauncey L.*

i
Luckland

iJaron, Alexis * Becket
IJarnes. George X. Agawam
Beers, Samuel P. Lanesboro
De.soncon. Knos Sandistield
Besoncon. .Jules Becket
Bidwell, George F. i Lee
Bliss, George C. Lee
Bliss, Quinton F. Lee
Bradley, Dwight P. Lee
Bretcher, Henry Lanesboro
BroAvn, James Becket
Cadwell. Almou X. M'boro
Carter, George T. P.Yal'y, Ct
Carpenter, William T. Lanesboro
Chape!, Lyman Becket
Cliapman.'AVilliam C. W..S'brid"e
Church. William B. Jr. Springfield
Clark, Holly C* Becket
Cole, John

'

Springfield
<"oopc, Ed\yard W.

j
Lee

I)aniels. George J. i Becket
l-)tforost, Alexander

| Sandislield
Dole, Charles B.* Shelburne
Dnwd, Chandler T. | 3[onterov
Dresser, William O.*

j
W. S'tiold

Dunn, Gordon ' Sandislield
Durant. John A.

{
Lee

Flint, Elijah L. Otis
Fuller, Benjamin F.* . F'ming'm
• iendron. James

j
W. S'tield

<ioodbo, Calvin i Becket
Guilford. 3Iurray J.*

j Ashlield
Granger. Paul L'.

i Becket
Gil)buiis, John L.

; Sandislield
'olbert, John

j
Washing;'

u

Hir.Mis. Jacob*
|
Slielburue

Ua.-^kell. Cieorgf W.
j
Otis

Horsey, John W.* 'Springfield
Kill. George L.

i Otis
IFi'llenbeik. Duanc i Euremont '

Hubbard. Francis A.
; Oti>

Hubbanl. (.eurge F.*
j
X"tlirimi>'n

Hmnphrey. Lryyal S.
j
Saudisiicld

32 Aug.
20
27
18

i 18.

'19!
19 Jan.
24 Dec.
18 Feb.
22 Aug.
29
28
18

18 1

18 Sept.
19 Aug.
;i>8 Aug.
20
21

IS ,

29
26

i

47!
32 Dec.
18 : Xov.
31 I Dec.
19 I Aug.
23

I

So
I

19 , Dec.
3(i Aug.
2^ : Jan.
18 i Aug.

38
I

39
; Dec.

3(j i Jan.
34 i Aug.
20

j
Sept.

31 Aug.

30, '02 a April 6. '05

'* :May 29. '04

c .June fi, '04

c Mar. 3, 'Co

: j April 2, '03

1 i June 21. *05-
'^

i
'• -n, 'Co

f " 19, '0.5

j .Jan. 4. '65

a :May 10. '<>4

( June 21. '05

h July 27. '0;>

h May 29, '04

May 21, '05

i June 21, '05-

c Feb. 28. '05

i June 21. '05

May 10. "(iS

h May 29, '04

j May 19. '04

fj Mar. 2, 'W
j Jan. 2, 'C»4

oSep. 19. *(i4

j Mar. 15. '03

5, '04

8, '03

25, '04

30, '62

2, '04

30, '62

30, '02

29, '03

5. '03

29, '03

30, '02

21, '03

30, '(!2

9, '(i4

30, '02

21. '03

21, '()4

30, '02

12, 'til

30, •<i2

25
i Feb. 20, "04

Aug. 30, '02

Feb. 20. •(i4

Aug. 30, '02

1'".
! Dec. 31. '03

20, Aug. 30, '02

.; Oct. 5. '04

/ .June 19, '05

a May 0. '04

«Sep. 19, "04

b :May 24, '04

d Sep. 14, '04

fcAp. 28. '03

f June 19. '1)5

rt May 0. 't>4

I June 21, '05

^July 1,
"(-4

/June 19. '(15

(' Sep. 19. '04

/ June 21. 'fi5

i Feb. ]. "(n
/ (»ct. IC. '(iJ

k Dec. 4. '02

t Aug. 1. "f^;

o June 21. '<;5

i
' 21. '(-.5

'/Jan. 9. •.5

j :Mny 22. '1.5

/ Juno 21. 'iM

/ Jan. 7. '•'3

u May 19, 't-;

/ Juno 21. '•>5
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Company C.

Name and Rank. Re.-idsnci. 'Age. Date of Muster Term. Servce.

Adams, Edwin S., 1st Sgt.

€alahan. J. I).. 1st Sut.t

Pierce, Orlando W., 1st Ss;t*
-Stuimard. Edvv. E., 1st S?t.
Taylor. lUchard H., 1st Sgt.

Bolton, Samuel >[.. Sf;t.*

Chapin, George D., Sgt.
Tuttino;, Orville E.. Scrt*

Duuuinjr, William 11., Sgt.

O'Brien, Bobert. Ser<;t.

Schemmerhorn. Martin. Sgt.
Seeley, George A., .Serj^t.

.stannard, Levi M., Serj^t.

Bailey, William H.. Corp.
Domino:, Henry J.. Corp.
Dunbar, William H.. Corp.
Hall, John Alvin. Corp.
Moren, Micliaei. Corp.
Pineo. George J., Corp.
•Shook. Georfje L.. Cori).
.Stannard. Valentine, Corp.
JStrong, Albeit L.. Corp.
Stiickland. Erastus. Corp.
Warner, Geori^e, Wag.*
Barnam. Ed«,'ar

Barnes. William H.
Bfckwith, Alexander
Blnkesley, Charles*'
Blodi^et. ^lartin
Brazee, Benson
Bradley. .Juilson
Brewer, Henry

\

Burns, Thomas
'

< 'hapin, George S.

Collar. Ste])hen H.
Coouey. .John W.
Darby. Thomas
Decker, .Jacob
l)e«-ker, Bodolplms
Duraiit, Peter
Estes, Enos
Kerry. James
Fitzgerald. Timothy
Ford. Ruins M.
French, Albert B.
Fuarey. Ch.iiles 1 1.

Fuarey. .laii'.es M.
Ck-ason. Biiol

<ilea.son. Edwin P.

N. Marlb'o
Taunton
AVind.sot
X. 3Iarlb*o
Gt. Bar't'u
ireath
Sheffield
Lee
Gt. Rart'n
Slifffield

Gt. Bar't'n
Gt. Bar't'n
ShefHeld
W.S'brid'e
Sheffield
X. Marlb'o

Gt. Bar't'n
W.S't^rid'e
X. Marlb'o
Sheffield
Gt. Bartn
Hattield
Sheffield
W.S'brid'e
Alford
Agawam
Sheffield
Alford
W.S'brid'e
Gt. Bar't'n

a a

Alford
Sheffield

S'kbridge
Sheffield
X. Marlb'o
Sheffield
X. Marlb'o
Alf(ud
Sheffield
X. Marlb'o
W.S'brid'e

•21
I Aug.

24 I Feb.
21 ; Dee.
22

I

Aug.
28

i

111
' Dec.

28
i

Aug.
lit

I

Dec.
2«>

I

Aug.
28!
21
18 1

IS ! Aug.
21 i Aug.
26;
211
28!
23.
21

;

21

18
24
2'.t

24
28
:]4

27
22
IS
20
24
lU
.]0

18
1"^

4"i

48

Jan.
Dec.
Aug.
Dec.
Dec.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Gt. Bar't'n

2ti ,1a u.

2t> Aug.
20 Aug.
•ft

4:\

2<t

30, '02

10, '04

21, '03

30, '02

21, '03

30, '02

21. '03

30, '62

S, '02

30, '02

j Mar. 10. '<uZ

e 2d Lieut.

y Jan. I'.i, 'O-l

e2d Lieut.
e 2d Lieut.
n April 0. '(m

a May 12, 't^
; June21,'fM
k Oct. 2. '1,2

i June 21, '<>;>

I

a Sep. r.), 'W
i
i June 21, 'o.^

i " 21, '05

i " 21, '65

i " 21, '65

I

i " 21, '65

i " 21, '65

a May 12, 'lU

i June 21, '65

6 Oct. 18, 'i'4

i June 21, 05

U
j Mav 3. r.5

20, '04 f June 21, '05

27. '03 / •• 21, "05

30. 'i;2
f7 Ap. 25, '05

25. '03 ./ May 10, '65

21, '03 a April 0. 'i;5

30, '02 j June 21, '05

A- July 3. '03

j May 3. '05

i June 21, 'ii5

j Ap. 15. '<;:;

'

I June 21, '05

j

'> May 20, 'Om

I

/ June 25, '05

i j Mar. If, 'O:;

'02 ; June 21, 't^i

'02 r Ap. 11, 'i'.3

I j Jan. 7, '0:'.

I June 27, '>''>

'04
'02

A: July 12. "04

i June 1' I, 'i»5

'02
i

;/ .Ian. :.'7, '•>4

'

i .June 21. '05

/ .Mar. -Jt],
*(>•;

r/>May 17, '04

• <j Ap. 2t'.. '•»5
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t/'

Name and Rank.





XXVI KOSTER.

Name and Rank Residence. Age Date of Muster Term. Service.

Gatlney, John L.. Mus.
Siiger. (Joorge, Mus.

t

Allen, Sylvester W.*
Ashman, John*
Laitlett. William A.
Bates. Aumistus P.
Bly. Chaiies 11.

Bramble, Henry
Brewer. WalteV G.
Brookinjis. Inxvid I.

Brooks, Francis
Bryant, Sylvauus C.
Bnrcham. Ainaziah E.
Burt. Edward
Calkins, Horatio Iv.

Cliapin. Henry G.
Chapin, John C.
(.dark, George C,
Clapp, AVilliam H.*
Clement, William M.
Collier, Daniel G.
Collier, Darius
Collier, Horace
Collier, Thomas W.
Cooley, Clavin S.

Cross. Cyrus W.
Cumminj;s, Lee*
Currie, Daniel D.
Dagijett, <;eor!;e C.
Dors^an, James
Dwioht, Wilbur F.
Eddy, Samuel E.
Fuller, Sumner P.
Gray, Georue W.
Green. Daniel
Hadley. Edmund P.
Hale. Albro C.
Hall. Henry
HaniHim. Frtderi«'k 31.

Hitehcoek. Alfrc<l

Hitchcock, William W.
Hoas:. 'I'in.ntliv W.
Hyde, Johns.

"

Janes. Justin E.
Keyes, John F.

Knox. l>arna!>as ('.

Kni>\vlti>n, ( h iiltjs B.
Knouiton. I),iniel

Law, Ethv.nd
Lemon, l"raiii-is <».

Man>lield, Cliariis W.

Chici)pee
Taunton
Hinsdale
Ayawam
W'hamp'n
S'thamp'n

Ludlow
W'braham
Boston
W'biaham
Ch'terlield
Ludlow
L' meadow
W'braham
Spriujrdeld
Greenlield
S'thamp'n
Agav.am
Ijudlow
Ch'terlield

W'rthin<r'u
Ch'terfield

Ludlow
AV'braham

' Shclheld
Ludlow
L'meadow
(.Uim'ing'u

Cheshire
I

Ch'terlield

j

W'braham

L'meadow
Lunenbirg
Westtield
L'meadow
S'thanipt'n
L'meadow
Aijawam
-M'uonierv
S'thampfn
^V"hanll>u
W'bridiam
L'meadow
Springtiehl

Lanesboru
W'braiiam
I/min>ter

40 Auer- •-!"• '02

1>! Feb. 15, '<!4

_'.-> Jan. 2], 'i-A

21 > Dec. 21, '»;:]

31 : Aug. ;30, '02

20

]^'

19;
21 ; April 20, '04

18 I Aug-. ;J0, 'iJ2

22
21

22
;)o

20 Sept. r.. '02

IS Aug. o, '(i2

21 Aug. .'30. 'liii

oO Dec. 21, '6;J

2:] Aug. 30, '02

20

20 i

31
20

27 Dec. 21, '63

2.^ Aug. 30, "02

.30

U)

IS

40
3.-> Sept. 2. '02

10 Aug. 30, 'Oi'

'')')

IS Dec. 10, 'r..3

10 Sept. 2, '(U

•iO Aug. 30, ti2

lu

10

20 Feb. 2.'), "04

21 Aug. 30. 't;-2

21

4.')

iO
;'>.

»

10 .Ian. ir.. '«;4

44 .Vug. :;o. •(.2

21

Prin. Mus.
f June I'L't'i.".

/ " 2!. •(,:>

f " 21, 'iM

<l Dec. V), '•;;'.

i June 21.'t;."j

/ " 21, '0.5

k Oct. 10, %-j.

' i June 21,'0."i

j " -*). •*;.-,

/.• Feb. S. 'i-..-.

j
ft May 10, '01

!
i June 21, (.."•

i h " 2, '04

i / " 21, Yi.")

• (• " 2L '0.-.

i " 21, '0.-.

;
a Mav 0, '04

k Feb. 10, '(i.-,

June T.
'<'">

j Sept. 2, V,4

c Oct. 21, '0-

I

c Feb. 0, 'OhI

I j Jan. 23. 't!3

! j June 21. '0.")

i " 21. '•.•">

/ " -I. •<!-

^;.May IC. ''U

<j Sep. T), 'O-'l

c June IS. '04

!

k Oct. 0, ru\

June 0,
"0'>

d Aug. 10. \\\

J Oct. b"), "04

/ June 21. '''•')

/ •• 2' I,
'<'•">

'/ '• 21. V..-,

/
••

. 21. ";'.

; " 21, 'i;-''

( Aug. T, ''11

./Sep. 20. •\

1 June 21, •''

a3Iav 0. 'i;*

j Mar. 20. r.-'.

June 'J^"^.
'''">

j Mar. ti.
»">'•

i June 2l,'i''>

h .\p. I'.. V.J

/ .lune 21. '•''

./ Jan. •^,
'<'<'•

i June 2 1, '>•'





ROSTER. XXVIl

Name and Rank. Residence. .Age Date of Mvster Term. Service.

McCray. Benjainiii F.

McGee. Hn'4h
>[ever. Carl
Mills, Tln.mas J.

Moklev. Thomas
Muiisell. irJios W.
^[iinsing. Mitliael

Murpliv. I'atnck
Xasli. Charles W.
Xeff. Jacob
Xiles, Sumuer L.

Orr, John
Packard, Charles*
Parker. jDSCph A.
Parsons. I)\vight II.

Parsons. Kobert
Pease. Georee
Pheli>s. Jonathan W.
Pittsinfjer, Ephraim W.
Porter. Ililand
Porter. Thomas, jr.

Kobbins, Darwin C.

Robbins, William W.
Ross. James F.

Searle. Henry A.
Searle. Reuben S.

Shaftoe, William, jr.*

Shea. John
Sheen. William
Simpsc)n. Frederick Dwif;ht
Smith. John D.
Spreiiiht. John.
Staples, Charles EA
Staov. James A.
Tavlor, Mvion D.
Taylor, Xathaniel P.

Thompson. William
Trotier. Paul
Wetherbee. James W.*
Winic-a. F.lbridee (J.

Worthin^'ton. John M.*
Wulcott. Geoiije M.
Wood, Spencer If.

W'oraham
W'msburix
Cambridi;e
W'braham
I>udlow
W'braham
I-udlow
Springtield •

' Ludlow
I

W'braham
W'thamp'n
L'meadow
Pittstield
W'liraham
L'meadow
Ludlow
W'braham
Wthimp'n
Ch'terrield
L'meadow

: Ch'terfield
Cum'in<<"n

L'meadow
S'thampfn

Adam.s
L'meadow
Sprinsticld
S'thampfn
Ch'terlield
Wl)raham
Taunton
W'braham
L'meadow

S'thampfn
Aaawam
Wl)raiuim
West field

S'thampt'n
L'meadow

:i2 An-:,

i'l; Feb.
211 Jan.
20 Aug.

18
i

43;
10 Jan.
28 Aujj.
2.-3I

22
38
22 Dec.
is Jan.
21 AuJ.
-')

;

IS

lU Fel).

:]'.» Aug.
21

20:
22
22 i

20'

18;
IS Dec.
21 Aug.
i'.2 .

18^

20
1^1

24 Jan.
18 Aug.
ly— Jan.
211 Aug.
22
:."!> Dec.
4:; Aug.
24 Deo.
21 Aug.
IS

30, '02

2(», '<;4

30, '02

20,





xxviii





ROSTER. XXIX

Name and Rank. Residence. JAge Date of -Muster
|
Term. Service.

frregson, Edward
(iiirney, Charles
Halsey, Colonel D.
Haley, Geoij^e
Harrington, Alonzo
Hatliaway, .lohn \V.

Hathaway, William E.
Henderson. William H.
Hogle, tjamiiel ^V.

Horn. Hiram
Jeffers, .Joel .1.

Kellv, .John
Kelly, Michael
Kidder, (reorge
Lawloa, James J.

Leonard, Lewis
Lewis, Daniel
Lobdell, Edward R.

Lobdell, Joel J.

Loomis, Charle.s H.
Lovell, Osmand H.
Luce, Henry L.

JlcCormick. Michael
McOrah, Dennis
McMnhon, John
Mead. Michael
Mead, Thomas W.
Meany, Patiirk'"

Meacham, .James
Morgan, Leonard
Morgan, llichard E.
^lulcare, T'a trick
O'Brien, William
O' Conner, I'li trick'

OTonnell. Stephen
(VConncll, William
Olds, .fames H.
Osborne, Hubert T.*
Parsons, Warner
Perkins. Henry E.*
Perkins. .Fames H.
Pettit, William -L

Pheli.s. Edwin E.

Phillips. Howard W.t
Pucell, Williamt
Regan, David
Rice. Levi A.
Riley, Patiick
Rivet. J(i>o;)h

l.'obcrts. (^coriiO

Rnwell, Daniel M.*

!
Adams

i Cum'ing'n

i

Ot. Dar't'n
! Wmstown
i

Cheshire
j

Savoy
', Cheshire
Lee

i Adams
j
Wmstown

i
Clarksbu'g
Adams
Wmstown

Wmsbitrg
Wmstown
Adams

Gt. Bai:'t'n

Adams
Ashfield
Adams

Wmstown

Fall River
Cum'ing'n
Adams
Gt. Bar't'n
At lams
Wmstown
Dorchester
Adams

Gt. Bar't'n
Russell
Clarksl)u'g
Westticld
Adams

Iviston

Fall Pkiver

Adams

West field

20





XXX ROSTER,

Name and Rank. Residence. Age; Date of Muster i Tenn. Service.

Sargent, Theodore*





'i





SXXll ROSTER.

Name and Rank. Residence. Age Dale of Muster Term. Service.

Lamb, David P.
Leggett, Jolin A.
Leg^cett. William F.
McDonald, James*
McGrath, John
McGlinn. Thomas
Mell, Henry A.
Meservey, William D.
Miller, John D.
Morse, Richard D.
Munsel, Charles C.

Nash, George W.
Pearson, Edmund E.
Pease, John F.

Post, Flavins A.
Pratt, Albert A.
Pratt, Levi J.

Preston, Xeville
Bobbins, Reuben S.*
Rogers, Joseph J.

Russell. Clement H.
Sanderson, Edward E.
Sanderson, James K.
Sanderson, Samuel E.
Shipple, Melzarl
Sietz. Lorenz
Smith, Joseph F.

Smith Samuel D.
Smith. William J.

Spellman. Timothy
Squires, (.'harles O.
Stearns, Luther G.
Stearns, Stei)hen G.
Stockbridge. Francis J,

Taft, Eathan A.
Thaver. Samuel M.
Tisdale, James W,
Vining, John 11.

Vining, Oliver S.

Waite, Austin A.
Waite, Charles P.

Waite. Chauuicv
Wait. Marshall 5[.

Warner. Oliver
Wetmore, Davis L.
Wheekr, Frauds P.
Whitmore, George D.
\\'o(.d, Kdwin K.

j
Ware
W. H'n, Ct

i Medford
! X'thamp'n
j
Springfield
Whately
S. Hadley

I

Hadley
Charlest'n

;

Amherst
I

Hadlev
! S. Hadley
i Whately
I

S. Hadley
i Shutesb'y
Leverett
S. Hadley

! Belcliert'n

j Ware
Hadlev
Whately
Amherst
Whately

; Fitchburg
j

Hatfield
• Hadley

Amherst

Hadley
Whately

Hadley
j

Amherst

'' Ware
Hatlield

Whately
Hatfield
Whately
Greenfield

,

Hattield

! S. Hadlev
Hadley
Sund'rland
Ku.xbury

19
I

Aug.
21
19

1

27
I

Dec.
21 ! Feb.
IS ' Feb.
2:^> Aug.
30^

28
40 Jan.
3() Aug.
17

19 1

21 1

32 Feb.
IS Dec.
21 Aug.
32

I
Dec.

24 Aug.
18
24
18
18

18 Aug.
30 , Aug,
W
2(5 i

40!
18 i

S^
21

18

21:

19

24

19 Dec.
!I Aug.
18

1

30, '62

21,

9,

30,'

14,

30,

1(3,

14,

30,

21,

30,

1,

30,

'(".3

•(54

'tJ2

'04

'02

'(14

'.;3

'(i2

'( 13

'()2

'04

'02

'03

'02

.Fan. 20, '(U

j Feb. 8, 'i;-,

f/ Jan. 18, '(..*,

ft April li, y>o

f June 21, 'I'm

/ '• 21, 'r.-,

f " 21, 'cr.

i " 21, '<;.'.

i " 21, 'i,:,

j Mar. 1, 'fA

/June 2 1, '(14

Fob. 23, '03

j Ap. 13. '<;..

i June 21, '•;.')

i " 21, '(;5

May 22, 'O-j

c Sep. 4, 'I'A

June 20.'"'>'»

6 May 27, '(U

J June 7,
'•>''

a May 0. 'I'A

June J2,'<M

'' 9, '«i.i

b May 12, '04

.June 2 1,
'(>•'

May 23, '<>•'>

June 21,'(;5

" 21, '05

" 21,
'••-'

'^ 21. 'i;^

Jan. 17, (V-

Xov. 1(1, 't>4

June 21,'0")

" 21, V..-.

" 21, '(."»

c Feb. 3, •»'.:;

Mar. :;0,
•<-^;

July 12, '"•'3

?> June 12. '•"l

\p. ic, '<;•;

/ June 2l.'i''>

c Feb. 13. 'i-l

h June •27. 'i '4

/ " 21, V,.-,

i " 21. 'i'.".

i " 21, 'C'o

j May (i,
'('•">

'» Ap. 13, ''>:,

/June 21, ''•'>





ROSTER. XXXlll

Name and Rank.

Couipany G.

Residence. Agel Date of Muster Term. Serrice

Han-is, Ernstus W., 1st S^t.





XXX IV ROSTER.

Name and Rank.

Colson, Cluistopher C.
Colsoii, Edward W.
Cou^don. David
Cornv/ell, Norman S.*
Cunniii^jliain. Joseph
Damon, ^Villiam 11.

Daues, Lander J.

Dayton, Henry E.
Day. Luke
Dickinson, Ashley TV.
Duane, Henry 11.

Dumphiies, Tlionias
Edwards, Charles S.*
Edwards, (ioorj^e W.
Ely, William a!
Evans, Charles W.*
Farrall. William
Follansbee. John T.
Frost, Augustus S.

Gouch, Francis A.
(Graves, Elisha. jr.

Halbert, Dolphus
Harris, Lejjar II.

Holmes, Miles
Janes, Pa«oal
Kellojr.^', Charles A.
Kinney, Albert C.
King. Otto
Kinsslev. Tlieodore P.
Lanier, Louis
Lathrop, Adelphus D.
Leon, Alexander
Leonard. Jlenry
Leonard, .(ay

Lucore. Solomon D.
Marcy, John
.May, Joshua
Mitchel, James
Moody, Luoian
Moore, .Maurice
>Iunyan, Alfred J.

O'LrifH. John
'

OekiuL'ton. Edwin 15.

Parent. XL'jithali

Parent. Samuel
Pliel. E^l^t ().

Phelps. Charles W.
Powell. {)<>-.n- C.
Pratt. Henry L.
I.'iiyoe, Ch;n"h'> H.
lUi.sht.ird, M it. hell

Residence. j.Vge Date of Muster Term. Service.

I

N'thamp'n

Springfield
N'thamp 'n

Hatfield
N'thamp 'n

Groveland
Springfield
N'thamp 'n

Dec.
Aug.

Jan.
Aug,
Nov.
Aug.

! Greenfield
N'thamp 'n

' Springfield
! N'thamp 'n

i Agawam
j

N'thamp 'n

IS. Hadley
j
N'thamp 'n

Deerfield
S])ringlield

N'tham[» 'n

22 Aug.
1« Oct.
:i8 Aug.
20 Dec.
U Dec.
21 Aug.
is'
•24

1

1

IS'
2.>

:3s

]•>

20
lU
I'.i

•Ml)

:'.4

2[)\

37!
19

I

:«l
in

I

19
I

ISi

22
'

2?
2;^

2(;

IS
2(;

JO
2:L

42
:5;3

18

24

IS

24
I'.i

111

J4

21 '

;;()

:

JO,

2S,

30,

21,

9,

30,

'<>2
! Juno 12,'<."i

'03 i

'02!
{/

'<i2
!
/Jan. ('.. •».:.

'OJI/ " -ji. •.,.-,

'02
j

j Feb. -Sk >...

I

i June 2L ':.".

!

^-Oct. 14. '(-:

j
i June 1'

I, '<.',

i " 21. '<-'.

21,

30,

20,

30,

11,

30,

'02
1

2L 'I..'.

2L ••.-.

21, ••;.".

21, V^-,

14, v.;

19. f.}

L '•;;

, IT, ''w

tU

Nov.
Aug.

Nov.
Aug.

IS,

:;o,

30, '()2 U:-i

Jan.
Aug.

Pittsiield IS

N'thamp'n UH

'Wi ; '

'02; tOct.
'03

; « Sep.
'<>2

i J .May
i j Nov.

j

June ''. '•-'•

l/Ap. 1!«. Vo
! cMav 1, '4

c Aug. 9, 'iv:

' a June H
I

tJulv 1.

! J Aug. 21.

'03
:

/' June 2\.

'(i2

!

'; •• -.^i.

I cFeb. .-,

c Jan. 2s,

'(.3 I

r" June 21.

c April L
i June 21,'''-''

i
'' 21,

'<'>

,i " 21,
->-'>

i " 21, '•{•

/ June s, '•^'>

i
•* 21,

••-''

n May 0. '•W

oAug. 1. v-;

( June 21. '•'

oMav24. •' 1

;/ (»cf. I'', yi
I Junei-'l, '• •

/ *• 21, ••-

; '• 21.
'••'

• ]>.
'•

;-Ort. 11. '•-

< .-.Tth Kv-f-

A- Sep 12. '

'04





ROSTER. XXXV

Name and Rank.

Smith, Charles W.
."^tikes, Jerome B.
>tockvrell, Austin 11.

Stockwc'!). Lewis F.

Temple. Plonry D.
Traiu, Orson E.
Whitney, .John
Whitney, Williaro,

Residence. lAgc Date of Muster Term. Sen-ice.

X'thamp'n 2:] Aiij:. ."^0, '(i2 / ,Iune21, V,.5

i
" 21, '05

; j Feb. 2s. 'Cy.i

! / June 21, 'i)o

' rOLay (i, 'tj4

I June 21.'<'>5

Dec. 2:1. Ci) f - I'l, 'Cm

i22
I 42
131
;4i
i P,0 i

Spriiifrfield '. 22

;

Aug. 30, '<j2 a 31ay 0. '04

Cou»i>jmy H.

Xame and Rani

Partridtre, Thos. J., 1st Sprt.

Ferrell. Andrew .J., 1st Si;t.

Vincent. Albert H.. 1st S^t.
Warner, Almon M., 1st Si,t.

Cook, Alexander P., Sirt.

T'ook. Edsou A.. Ser^r
Dunuivan, Patrick. Sercrt.

Johnson, Georfce C. bgt.
l.arkins, Ira, Serst.
.Miller. David B.-Ser^t.
Parsons. Alplieus W., Slit.

Porter, Ilichard 31., Sergt.
-Xmes. Moses S.. Corp.
''ul)b. Freeman L., Corp.
<.'ram tail. Thomas J.. Corp.
Field, Henry II., Corp.
Hill, AndreW J.. T'orp.

landlord, Alerritt S., Corp.
.^[i-Caffiov. Edward. Corp.
.McDuwel'l. William, Corp.
Phillips, William (r.. Corp.
>'treeter, Lorenzo. Corp.
Mien, Albert C.
.Vines. Mvron
.Vverill. William IL
liaitletr. Lyman C.
licals. Ltandt-r .J.

licll, William
lilossom. James W.*
iii'^elow. Samuel
Li -.hop. Francis
LI ickim-r. Hiram
lilood. Ebcuezor T.
!;!o.m|. Miles II.

iJiytlu'. .\Iarshal]

l!ra.k..-n. Freeman
Lradiord, Lyman A.

Residence





XXXYl ROSTER.

Name and Rank Residence. Age Date of Muster Term. Service.

Biatiel. Thomas Wmsburg
Carpenter. George Savoy
Carle, Thomas

;
Bucklantl

Chamberlin, I)\vifrht B. Belchert'u
Cliamberhn. Xorris
Chapman, Henry B. PZ'thamp'n
Cliil(l>, Otis ' Conway
Clark, Cliarles H. E'thanip'n
Clark, Charles X. M'ttromery
Couk, Nelson M. Plainfield
Cook, William H.

j
Wmsburg

Cowan, Emery E. "

Davis. Henry (i. W. Wmstown
Dix, E. Still man ' Charlemt
Dole, Augustus O. Bucklaml
Dor&ey. John ' Cum'ing'n
Dwigbt. David B. Belchert'u
Elder, iColiert

; Wmsburg
Fahey, David E'thamp'n
Flowers, Raymond C. Bekhert'n
Fontiue, Simon Greenlield
GalYney, .lohn^

j N. Adanas
Galligan, Peter*

i

Garry, John N'thamp'n
Gilletr, Emulus B. Belchert'n
Graves, Henry, jr. . E'thamp'n
Green, Levi R.'* X. Adams
Harrington. William H.* Adams
Hathaway, William E.t Taunton
Herman, John* Ad;ims
Hillman. James W. Wmsburg
Hillman, Jerome E. !

Hitchcock. Henry H. Cum'ingt'n
Hogtucy, Philo Belchert'n
Houghtlhig. Christopher* Coleraine
Jenkins. Posser* Agawam
Johnson, William X'thamp'n
Joslyn. J>oienzo Belchert'n
Kane, Daniel W. E'thamp'n
Kel'iigg. Frank H. Wmsburg
Keplinger, John S.

Kittvidgf. Henry G. W.t X'ewton
Leecii, Liirenzo Belchert'n
Lem;in, l)a\id
Eeving, JoIju X'tliamp'n
I.igard. Louis Hadley
Lillv, Casper Ashlield
Lilly. J.iol

Lombard, Xajiolcon Greenlield
LondetgOM. Michael Wmsburg
Lord, James F. Dorchester

21 Xov. ;J(), '():)

21 Aug. 2'.», '(52

24 Dec. 21, 'CJ

;;i Aug. oo, '02

2'.l

21
I'.l

20
21

21

18 Doc. 12. '03

42 June 27, '04

1>; Aug. :]0, '02

:]'.'

:;4

20
IS

lii X'ov.

21 Dec.
2o
o") Aug.
4:1 Aug.
20
20 Dec.
2S Jan.
25

28
21 Aug.
28 Dec.
21 Aug.

10, '63

21, '03

11. '64

30, "02

21, '03

20, '64

30, 't'2

lo, '03

30, '02

24





EOSTER. XXXVll

Name and Rank.

ilaclden, William
Majjinly, Thomas*
McArthur, Jaincs*
Merritt, xirtluir T

.

Menilield, Lucius W.
Nichols, Edward P.

Owen, Andrew 1'.

Parsons, L>^na^ W.
Peck, Edward
Perkins, Calvin X.
Pettit, Kohort C*
Peters, William L.
Kamsdell, Horace C.

Pace, Clark (;.

liouse, Ashbcll W.*
Kiiwe, Frederick E.
Pyan, Thomas
Sandling, John
.Sears, Edmund 11.

Scars, Urbane
bhaw, Lyman A.
Shelden, James W.*
Snuth, Frederick E.

Smith, John 11.

Smith, Warren 31.*

Snow, Monroe
S<iuires, Jerry W.
Siockwell. David
Tat'ts, Anthony V.

Tliaver, Jonas II.

Tow'le, William L.

Turner, Aloiizo F.

A'ininjj, Kodolphus
Von Volkenburti, Charles*
Walker, Charles II.

Walker, Francis
Walker, John H.
Warner. James P.

AVaiTier, Steidieu C
Warn«;r. Sumner
Wlialen, 'lliomas
Wniiams, Samuel W.
Win^'. Charles T.

"Wood. Sv.hicv P.

Wood. William P.

Wri-ht, William
Wrisley, William .M.

Residence.

W'msbur;^
Coleraino
Adams
Vv"msburg
Conway
N'thamp'n
Pelchert'n
(toslien

Hawley
Buckland
A tjjawam
Pittslield

Pelchert'n
AV'msburg
Adams
Conway
Wmsburfj
Amherst
Hawley
Savoy
Belchert'n
Adams
Belchert'n

Adams
Belchert'n

N'thamp'n
AV'msburi^
Belclicit'n
Savoy
Hawley
AV'msburg
Adams
Whately
L'meadow

W'msburg

Conway
Lee
\V''ms]>urg

Ikii klanii

Flawk'y
Leyden

i

Wmsburtr
i

Age Date of Muster Term. Servict-.

20
:ii

IS
31

21

21

20
19

21

19

21

21

24

r.» '

40
j

231

26 \

28 I

22
Is
28
27
37
40
22
21

21
22
21)

1!»

Aug.
Dec.
Jau.
Aug.

Dec.
Aug.

Dec.
Aug.

Nov.
Aujr.

Jan.
Aug.

Jan.
Auf'.

Nov.
Aujr.

Dec.
Nov.
Dec.

Dec.
Aug.
Jan.
AUiT.

no, '<J2

2J,'G3

4, 'CA

30, '02

Aug.
Aug.
Dec.

21, 'm
30, '02

21, '03

30, '63

10, '03

30, '02

20, '04

30, '02

20, '04

30, '02

;!0, '03

30, '02

21, '03

23, '03

21, '0:3

I

10, '02
j

30, '(12
I

4, 'W
!

30, '02
I

1.3, '04

30, '02

31, '03

j Feb. 10, '04

'J

/June 2\,\jb
a May l'.. =04

t June 21, '65

j Jan. 0, '04

i June 21,'05
i " 21, -05

J Mar. 17, 't«

i June 21. '0-5

/ " 21, '0.5

A; Feb. lit, '»«

d Oct. I, '04

i June 21,'ft.j

/ " 21, '05

j " 20, '«53

k " 20, '03

J May 10, '(w

a " 11, 'CA

c Nov. 12, *02

i June 21,*(j5

/ " 21, '05

c Ap. 14, '0:j

;/ Mar. I.").'(i4

/June 21, '(»5

i " 21, "(v")

i " 21, 'Cm

j May 20, '()5

/June 21, "(S

C.May 4. '(«

i June 21, "05

9
9
/June 21, '05

J :V[ay 2. '<r>

/June 1^1, '05

/ •' 21, '(i5

/ '• 21, '(Ki

a Dec. 13, '<«

a May 0, 'W
k Oct. 8, "(13

i June 21, '05

a May 18, 'VA

a "0, 'CA

j " 10, 'Cm

f/ Dec. 10, "(^4

/June 21, "(4





XXXVUl

Name and Rank.

Bartlett, J. F.. 1st Sfft*
Gray, Francis E., 1st Sgt.
r»urko, ^Ii«jliael. Sergt.
Callioun. ^^'illi:lm A., Sgt.
Chaprnaii, llemy W., Sgt.
Couley, Orrin ]i., Ser-jct.*

Ilovey, Eutrenc B., Sergt.
Johnson, Jnmes, Sergt.
Leonard, Eihvin, Sergt.
Lutlior, ^lartin, .Seri:t.

Brown, Albt^-rt F.. Corp.
Coomes, Isaac W.. Corp.
Hawks, Josiah B.. Corp.
Ilildretli, Watson J., Corp.
Scott, James L.. Corp.*
Shaw, Alvin D.. Corp,-
Shaw, Leanrler R.. Corp.
Strong, Lcander, Corp.
Stockwell. Wni. C. Corp.
Trask, Samuel E.. Corp.
Hyde, William, Mus.
Muri)hy, John, ^Vag.*
Angeline. Michael
Armstrong, .Jeremiah
Armstrong, Willard
Bailey, Giles A.
Baker. Cornwall
Barnes. Daniel G.
Barrett. Korace J.

Blake, Ilelier

Bean, Jolm G.
Brannon. John
Bragol, Tliom.as
Bresnalian, Patrick
Brett, Patrick*
Burton, Ifenry l>.

Burns, James W.
Carpenter, Albert II.

Chilson, FraTik
Clark. Albert K.

Clynes. Peter
Cole. Cyrus*
Cook, Henry
Daley. William
Decker. Clarkson fl.

Deverereaux. (Jeorge L. A.
Devlin. Mark
Dunn. F.iiv.ard

Kdwiirds. ( .corgi' P.

Gibbons, William V.
(Hllord, .Martin S.

ROSTER.

Company [.

Residence. Age Date of Muster ' Term. Service.

Pelham
Springlield

L"meadow
Springfield

Agawam
Springlield

Huckland
Springlield

Agawam
Springiiold
Agawam
Siiringiield

S. Had ley
Auburn
Springfield
\\*'msbuig
Sprintjlield

Montague
Ware
Agawam
Springlield

Agawam
Sitringlield

Dec.
Sept.

Feb.
Sci>t.

21,

20.

2,

Dec.

Sept.

:>!! Jan.
;!0

!
Sept.

LSI

22
I

\
ISi

24
•'A ;

.•5(1 i Fob.
IS

,
.Sc]it.

21 iXov.
21

I

Sept.
:;? i Dec.

21,

2,

20,

'0:j

'02

e 2d Lieut.
e2d Lieut.

A: Sep. !•.. "i.:;

e 1st Lieut.
i June 21. "im

e JTtii iJe-t.

t June 21. i;-,

i
" 21, -ti.-.

i " 21, '><:,

cM.ay 11, 'M
c Oct. 2'.>, "ic'

i June 21,'c.'i

a May 12, 'U

oMay:n, 'C:,

/June 2l.'ii.">

'CA
"02

/
i

i

a
i

i

f
il Sep,

21, '-
21, -(M

21, 'tl.'.

IS, '(;4

21, '0.-.

21, "Cm

21. '(•.:.

iM, •-:

18
21

:i4

21
2i'p

44
IS

Sept. 2

.Sept.

.Ian.

Si'pt.

U 3Iar. 10, "»•
»

! (J 3Iar. 2, ''4

j
c Dec. 20, •(•.;;

I i June 2i.''-">

! j Sep. ;:(», '<A

! i June 21, ';.'

20, '("4 ' /Dec. If.. ••>

2, '02 a Dec. !.".•.

A- Oct. .'..

•50, '0:; / Junc-Jl
2, 'fy

I
/,• Aug. 1--.

21, •O:;! /"JiineL'l

\f '• 21.
"02

;
e Mar. S.

I

J May 10.

\j Feb. 21.

I
aMav '.'.

k Oct. 2-'..

A" June '.:]

r.l

tW

'02

*f4
'02

Ion
21

2.T

;j.s

27

c Jan. s, »'i

(I June ;">,
"•"••

May 1,
'•'•

/ .June 21.''-'

r July ;;<>,'••*

a Ap. 2.
'>''''

i June 21,'' "•

i " 21.
<••'-





ROSTER. XXXIX

Name and Rank.





xl KORTEK.

Name and Rank. Residence. Age Date of Muster | Term. Serrtcc.

Snieddy, >roirist

Sinitlie, llobcrtt
Sullivan, Dcnuis
Stockwell, riiailes E.

Towhill, Joliii

Tliayer, Edwin S.t

Tilson, Ichal)o(l A.t
Tiaftou, Gtorcre R.t

Utford, Charles D*
Uitord, Edwin M.
Wadswortb, Samuel
Ward, Patrick C.

Wentrsvorth, Edwin O.
Winslow. Henry L.

Wilbur, Levi S.'

Wilcox, Joliu
Williams, Thomas
Winslow, Shubacl IVL, jr.

Withingtou, llenryt

A'libum'm
Fall lUver

Holyoke
Hanson
Carver
Difrhtiin

Holyoke
Springbeld

N. Adams
Agawam

I

Springfield
Cautou

27 Jan. IS,

21 Dec. 20,

41 Sent. 2,

IS,
20'
2.",

, .Jan. :'.().

^2 Feb. 111.

V.} .Jan. (•),

27 : Dec. 21,

lU i Sept. 2,

^li

29
i

34 i

22
2:^i

24
2;] Doc. 21,

;n Feb. 7,

'W !/ June 21. •;..

fio '. f " 21. '<;'»

'02
: Feb. :.'S.-.;.-,

j
c Feb.—, <U

i t Juno 21."t.">

( Jan. 27, '*'•'>

i Feb. lb fU-,

; Jan. 20. T.r,

/' Juno 21.'0.'i

i " 21. "•.";

\
i " 2!, ••.".

iray 80.'f.-')

I

«Mayl2, T.l

i
I June 21. ('•".

g Au£j. H),'C,:;

! a May 0, "f.!

I Feb. 28.T..')

'o:;' hAp. 24. "<W

'02 i Feb. 12. 'O."

'02

'02

"02

"02

'02

Company K.

Name and Rank.





EOSTER. xli

Name and Rank.





xlii ROSTER.

Name and Rank.





ROSTKR. xliii

Name and Rank. Residence I Age Date of Muster Tenn. Senrjce.

Willmr. Llovdt
Winters. Plulip
Withcrell, Albert*

Fall River 20 , Dec. 26, 'fi3
|
/"June 21, '(iS

Shettieid
\

52 ' Sept. 4, "(52
\
j Feb. 2".. '<i3

N'tharap'n i
2."> Dec. 21, '6;i /June 21, 'Uo

UNASSIGXED RErRUITS.

Name and Rank. Residence. Age Date of Muster Term. Service.

Bontdii, IlenryS., IstSgtt
Chace. .Joseph A.t
Cvossiey, Geor<;e E.t
Ekhiu<;e, Jeremiah C.t
{I:irdiii{i. Cliristophert
Lovett, Patrick*
Keiuhart, Kohert*

I Taunton
[
Fall lUvcr

I :Marshtield

I
Taunton
Fall iJiver

X'thamp'n
rittslield

Dec. 20, 'r.3

June 1"), '(')1

Dec. 20, '03

Jan. 20, '04

Dec. 26, '(

h July 10, '0.')

^'.fune21,'C4

f " 21, '0.5

/ " 21, '()•,

u June l(i, '04

Dec. 21, '0;;
j a July 12, 'r,4

April 1, '02
j

a Au','.21,'04

H^^ In the columns of " Residence " and " Date of Muster " blanks signify the date or name
above them.

[The above Roster is compiled from the records of the .Adjutant General of Mass.-ichusetts. A
multitude of errors h.^ve been correcttd, but it cannot be hoped that the list is perfect. The roster

of oflTicers is especially misleading in its date.s unless refi.rence is made to the explanations in the

botly of the book. J





INDEX

A.

Abbott, wSgt. Major, K. M., 201, 318;

Lieut., :i84-.").

Alarms, 117, 220, 205, 372, 404.

Allen, Capt. E. A., W; Major, 125,

244.

Andrew, Gov. John A., 42 et seq.,

48, 58, 221.

Angle, battle of the, 202; second

battle, 317.

Antietam, battle of, 38; battle-

field, SO.

Army of the James, 327, 40(), 400,

414.

Army of the Potom:ic, changes in,

30, ;;6, 82, 104, 1:55, IG-S. 2t;7.

Atlanta, siege and capture of, 303.

B.

Bailey's Cross Roads, camp at, 427.

Ball's Clutl, battle of, 2*;.

Baltimore, 22, 71. 213, 22.>.

Banks, Gen. X. P., 20, 34, i:'.3, 2(M,

2.50.

Bardwell, Color Sergt. C. S., 05,

188; Lieut., 201. 200, 381, 303.

Barlow, Mrs. Gen., 308.

Bassett, Gen. L C, 308.

Battle-riold scenes. 1.52. I'.^i. .^2.

!>attle-tlags captured, 205, 377, 411.

420.

Berlin, Md., SO. 108.

Kcrryville. camp at, 371.

Big Botlu'l, b.ntlf of. 21.

Bluckin. r. I.i.-ut. K. 'I'., lo::.

Bliss, Cai)t. William, 24-1.

Bolton, Sergt. S. M., 421.

Bradley, Lieut. J. S., 125, 20G, .385,

418, 428.

Brandy Station, camp at. 235, 243

257.

Bridgman, Lieut. Edward Q. M.,

125, 3.58.

Brigade, in 2d Div., 267; in 1st Div.,

340.

Briggs, Gen. H. S., 49, 59, 73, 75 et

I

seq., 107.

I Bristoe Station, battle of, 227.

I

Brooks, Gen., 135, 151, 108, 328.

I
Browne, Col. W. H., 83, 130, 140,

j

150.

Buchanan, Bresident, 17, 10.

Buell, Gen., 127.

I

Bullock, Gov. A. H., 57.

I
Bull Bun, battle of, 25; second

I
battle. 35; the field, 220.

I

BuiTiside, Gen. 28, S2, 05, 100, 114,

: 117,134,2-15,2.52,271.

I

Burkcsville, camp at, 422.
' Bush, Lieut. A. L., 187, 201, 205.

Butler, Gen. B. F., 20, 22, 24,' 28, 40,

IXJ, 310.

!
c.

Calahan. Lieut. J. D., 407.

I

('.ilhouu, Lieut. W. A., 3,84.

! Camp Briggs, .59, Gv8.

' r-inip Can by, 220. 223.

I

Catiij) Chase, 74.

f '.uii|i (rt,h"ic, 7*^.

C.iiii|. !»«>d<,'c. si.

i Camp Edwards, 124, 155.





xlvi INDEX.

Camp Sedgrwick. li")!.

" Carletou," quotations from, ;!05,

SOU.

Catoctin Mts., 77, 104, 'MM, .^08.

Cedar Creek, ;J71, ;'.87; battle of,

•>s8 et seq.

Cedar Mountain, battle of, 34.

Chalmer.s, Lieut. .1. C, 10:], 244, 2S1,

3S;3.

Chambersburs, burninfj of, ^fiO.

Champney, Lieut. J. A., 207; Capt.,

o77, ;iS3, 412,

Chancellorsville, battle of, 141 et

seq.

Chandley, Lieut. G. B., 12G; Capt.,

400.

Cbautilly, battle of, ;'.G; the field,

ICJ, 224.

Chapin, Sergt. G. D., 210.

Charlestown, Va., :J7i); skirmish

at, :J72.

Cherry Run, march to. SO.

Chickahorainy, crossing; the, 338.

Chickamaufica, battle of, 247.

Christian Commission. .j(i, 122, 2")8,

:'.0o. -Mo, 383.

Cochrane, Gen. J., 83.

Cold narl)or, :;20: march to, -320;

battle of, 328 et .seq.

Colored regiments, 54,

Colt, Adjt. T. G., 04, 1(30; Capt.,

3-51, 3»85, 428,

Company A, G3, 100.

Company B, 01, 03.

Company C, tU. 0:;, 218, 371.

Comi)any D, 01, r.3, 122, l.">3, 150,

221.

Company E, 03, S6, 12.j, 210, 303,

411, 412.

Company F, 01, 03. 0.'>, 80, 153. 221,

2i'8.

Company G. 01, 03, 05, 19*"., 218,

221. u'J-<. .'.(hl, 371.

Company II, Gl, 03, 154.

Company L 63, lOfi, 412,

Company K, 02, 03, 427

Confederacy orj^anized, 18.

Cook. Ansel II.. 411.

Cooke. Lieut. Geo. E., 200, 207.

Corinth, battle of, 128.

Cori)S ba(l<ies and Ha<;s, 130.

Couch, Gen. D. X., 83, KU, 135, HJS.

Cowles, Sergt. E. P., 417.

Creliore, Surg. C. P., 385,

Crook, Gen., 270, 347, 302.

Crumps Mills, 325,

Cushmau, Lieut, H. A., 407, 410.

411, 421, 428.

D.

Dabney's Mills, battle at, 401.

Dan\ille, camp at. 423.

Davis, Jefferson, made president,

18; captured, 425.

Declaration of war, 22.

Desertions, 110, 134, 222, 361, Cu-
federate, 402,

Deveus, Gen. Charles, 20., 50, 8;',.

•108, 113, 1.30, 13!). 143, -328, .3:U.

Dix, Gen. John A., 211.

Dodge, Q. M. Daniel J.. 00, 04, 125.

Donaldson, Lieut. D. M., .3n4, 410.

Donnelly, Cai)t. Hugh, GO, 207, -^'--i,

380, 3iiO-7, lOG.

Doolcy, Capt. Peter, 125.

Downsville, camp near, 81, 88.

Draft riot in Boston, 50; in New
York, 208.

Dress parade in New Yi^tk, 218.

Drewry's Blutf, battle i>f, 328.

E.

Early, Gen. J. A., raid of, 34'".;

threatens Washington. 35(t; linal

defeat of, :)\n.

Lldy, tJamuel E., 418.

Edwards, Lieut. C. L., 04, L'50;

Capt., 2GG, 410, 417.

I





INDEX. xlvii

Edwards, Major Oliver, GO; Col.,

64, 71, '.»;3, 114, 150, ISO, 214, 217,

220; commands liri^.'ide, 2!»0, :552,

357, 370; at Wincliester, ;!S2, 31)7;

rejoins brigade. 40(>; 412, 41<i;

Gen., 428.

Eighth :M[ass., 20, 40.

Ellsworth, Col., 24.

Emancipation proclamation, 110.

Eustis, Col. H. L., S3, 150; Gen.,

268, 200.

F.

Fair Oaks, battle of, 31.

Fair View, M.I., S5.

Falmouth, camp near. 115.

Fit'ld, Color Serut. J. W., 270.

Fifth Wis., 212. 22(t, 410.

Final Petersburg, battle of, 410.

Fi.shtr's Hill, battle of, .isti.

Five Forks, battle of, 409.

Flajxu, Caj)t. A. S., 122, 154, 200.

Follansbec, Lieut. ,1.. 2(')(), 207.

Fort. Fi.>hor, 4i)0. battle of, 40S.

Fort Ilaiiiilton, camp at, 215.

Fort JSteadman. capture of, 40S.

Fort btovens, battle of, 351.

Fort Wadsworth, camp near, 308.

Forty-second ilass.. 131.

Forty-sixth Mass., 107.

Fourth Jrass., 20, 40.

Franklin, battle of, .'/.U.

Franklin, Gon. W. V,., .30, 40, 8.3, 1(W,

110, 3.50.

Frederick, ^fd., 70.

Fredericksburi,', held at, 105; battle

of, 110; scenes in. lli',, 303; hos-

pitals at, 304 ot seq.

Fuller, Lieut. .1. M., 125.

Funkstown, skirmish at, 105.

(;.

C.MllTiey, Frin. Mus. .Tohn, 04, 218.

(Jaiucs Mills, Imltlc .if. :\-2.

(Jaiiu'svilie, battle of, 35.

(ieor^ia, march through, ;!0.3.

Getty, Cren. Geor<je V/., 82, 268,

274.

Gettysburfr, march to, 171 et seq.

:

battle of, 177 et seq.

Goodrich, I/ieut. A. E., 60; Lieut.

Col., 64, 125.

errant, Gen. U. 8., 127, 131, 240;

Lieut. Gen., 205.

Gray, Lieut. F. E., 125, 244, .".81;

Capt., 407, 410.

Gray, Lieut. R. A., 201, 383.

H.

Halleck, Gen., 33, 30, J 27, 168, 223,

307.

Plalltuwu, Va., 307, 373.

Hancock, Gen. W. S.. 82. Ill, 108,

170, 100, 207, 273. 344, 401.

Hancock, Md., march to, 84.

Hanover Court House, 31.

Harlow, Lieut. Col. F. P., 148, 316,

:!36.

Harper's Ferry, 20, 37, KiS, 307, 370,

307.

llan-isan, Lieut. M., 12(5.244.

Harris, Lieut. E. W., 10.;. 201. 381.

Ilatclicr's llun, alTair at.404 et seq.

Haydeu, Capt. J. L., 71, 224,275,

384.

Hooker, Gen. Joseph, 20, 31, V>, 40,

82, 104, 111, 134 et seq., 168, 226,

252, 303.

Hooker. Scrgt. E. D., 378.

Hopkins, Capt. A., 7(>,378, 408, 410,

I

418. 420.

I
Hospital scenes, 200 et se([.

Howard, Gen. O. O., 135. 178.

Howe, (ien. A. P., S3, 104.

Hudson, N. Y., receptitm at, 00,

120.

Flunler. (Jon. David, 318, ;;(«.

Ihuiliurt. ('aptain K., In;;.

Il)<le, Lieut. G. H., 125; Cafit. ;J8i'i.





xlviii INDEX,

I.

Inches, Dr. Charles E., 422.

Incidents and anccilotes, 78, S5, S7,

91, 1C)0, 145, 157, 170, 220, 234,

402.

luka, battle of, 128.

J.

Jackson, " Stonewall," PA, 34, 36,

142.

.Tames Tliver, crossing the, 339.

Jerusalem road, 345.

Jetersville, 414.

Johns, Col. T. D., 130, 147.

Johnston, surrender of, 42.?.

elones, Lieut. Georj^e X., 125, 244,

334; Capt. 407.

K.

Kelley, Capt. J. P., 201.

Kelly's Ford, 2;>4.

Kentucky, events in, 20.

Killed and wounded, 112, 154, 187,

275, 2S0, 287, 318, 320, ;j:;0, 334,

043,373, 381, 410-11,421.

Kilpatrick, Gen., raid of, 2r.2.

L.

Lawton, Dr. T. C, 200.

Lee, Col. W. K., GO.

Lee, Gen. Custis, bi'igade of, 417;

captured, 410.

Lee, Gen. K. E., 31; invades Mary-

land, 37, 41 ; retreats from Peters-

burg, 418; surrenders, 421.

Leonard, Sergt. Edwin, ;i42.

Lincoln, Abraham, election of. 17;

inaugurated, 18; olhcial acts, 19,

?jS, 51, 58, 200, 300; review by,

l;i8; incidents of, 351-2, 3.')0; re-

elected, 305; assassinated, 422.

Lincoln, Capt. R. P., lo3, 270. 281,

297; Major, 380, 403; Lieut. Col.,

407.

Lookout Mountain, battle of, 253.

Loomis, Lieut. J. A., 64, 12.5, 151,

101, 201, 210; Capt., 320, 303, 378,

385.

Lowell, Gen. C. R.,' Jr., 390.

M.
Madison Court House, march to,

2G;3.

Malvern Hill, battle of, 31.

Manchester, Md., biyouac at. 130.

Manchester, Va., camp at, 420.

Marye's Ilights, 105, 110; buttle of,

140 et seq.

Massachusetts Congressmen, 47;

ministers abroad, 47.

Massachusetts soldiers, 51 et seq.

McClellan, Gen. G. B., 24, 2(), 23 et

seq., 36, 94, 39.5.

Meade, Gen. George G., 82, 110,

135, 108, 177. 315.

Mechanicsville, battle of, .32.

Medals of Honor, 411, 420.

Merrimac, the, 21, 28. 30.

Militia of Mas.sachusetts, 48.

Mine Run campaign, 2.!0,

Missionary llidge, battle of, 2.54.

Missouri, events in, 130.

Monocacy, battle of the, 3.50; camp
on the, 309.

Jlontague, Capt. George L., 05;

Major, 04; Lieut. Col., 125, 1.50,

212; commands regiment, 2'.H);

brevet Col., 290; wounded, 207;

return of, 330; 358, 3lv?, 371, 370,

379, .382, 390; resigns, 407.

Moody, Capt. M. T., GO; Major,

244, 280, 297, 3&3.

Morewood, Mrs., presents a llag, 0(i.

Moriiun, Lieut. P. W., 201.

Morrill, Lieut. W. C. 384, 4o7.

Morse. Cliaplain F. C, GO, >-0, 93,

123, 242, L'(Jl, 3(i2. 309, 3"<;;, H»:;,

410, 42S.

Mud March, the, 113 et seq.





INOEX. xlix

Mulloy, Lieut. J. B., GG; Capt., 126,

•220, 2G6.

Murder of J. E. Bliss, 102.

Musketry iire at Angle, 2'JG.

Muster in, 02.

N.

Nashville, liattle of, 3!U.

Naval operations, :i7, 2S.

Neill, Gen. T. II., 208, 277.

New Baltimore, ".»3, 220.

New Uope Church, battle of, .302.

Nowton, Gen. John, 104, l:)0, isi.

New York, journey to, 212; service

in, 217.

Nichols, Lieut. S. E., 384, 420.

Night marches, S.^, 80, 141, 171,

103, 314, 310, 320, 324, 338, 347,

.304.

Norfolk nav>'-yard. 21.

North Anna, affair at, 321 et seq.

0.

O'Connor, Lieut. James, :'>84, 422.

Opequan Creek, 370; battle of, 37.'>

et seq.

Orel, Gen., 27, 128, 400, 41-5.

P.

Pamunkey, crossing the, 'A^^u 420.

Parsons, Sergt. I). 11., W-i.

Paymaster, visits of, UH), 23-"), 370.

Pcake's Station, skinnisli at, 3J.'>.

Pease, Capt. F. W., 207, ;;.^3.

Peninsula, battles on, 31 et seq.;

Grant crosses the, 337.

Perryville, battle of, 128.

Petersburg, ;J;iO; buttle of, 342; sur-

reiuler, 412.

Phelps, Lieut. Charles. 125, 214.

Phihulelpliia. 70, 214, 223, 420.

PittsiioM, (Irparuiro from, liO; re-

turn to. 4:'.0.

Phinkett, Liout. T. F.. Jr., 125.

Political events, ::iH), 250.

Ponton bridges, laying of, lOf), 140.

Pope, Gen., 33-36, 127.

Port Hudson. 131, 2(»4.

Potomac Kiver, crossing the, 167,

3()1, 365, .307, 368, 370.

Prickett, Lieut. Jesse, 384, 428.

Promotions after muster out, 431.

Property of U. S. seized, IS.

R.

Railroad accident, 70.

Rapidau, crossing the, 2.30, 271.

Rappahannock, camp on, li)0, 115;

crossing, 108, 140, 154, 1.50.

Rappahannock Station, battle of,

233.

Rations, 96, 170, 228, .321, 324, ;i44,

420.

Readville, final camp at, 430.

Reams Station, 345, 4(J0.

Reed, Lieut. J. H., 386.

Religious services, etc., 70, 1:^2. 2ft0,

258, 271, 315, 318, 302, 404.

Reviews, 138, 230, 235, 4'JO; at Rirh-

mond. 42*;; at Washington, 427.

Reynolds. Gen. J. F., 104, 135. 178.

Richnumd, evacuation of, 413.

Ricketts, Gen. J. B., 82, 340, 36:3,

388.

Rille-pits, constructing, 160, 101,

404.

Robinson, Capt. J. C, 244. 4lo, 428.

Rockwood, Lieut. E. II., 3.<].

Rosccrans, Gen., 128, 205, 245.

Roster of ollicers, 62; changes in,

103, 125, 201, :i44, 205, 383, 422;

the linal, 428.

Russell, (-'ol. D. A., 83; Gen., 135,

232, 200, .352; killed, 378.

S.

Sailor's Creek, battle of, 416, etsetj.

Salem Chun-li, battle of. 1.50.

Sanitary Cummission. 56, 305, 311,

3^0, 383, 420.





iXDi:\.

Savannah, capture of, o!)4.

Sears, E. S., Q. 51. S., ;m5S.

Secossiou of states, 17, 10.

Second K. I., 83, 87, 108, 3-34, 380,

427.

Sedgwick, Gen. Jolin, wounded,

40; 82, 13.5, 14o, I'yJ, I.m, 170, 230,

23!,), 202, 207, 273, 270, 283, 287;

death of,. 2^8.

Seventh Mass., S3, 147, 330.

Slienandoah river, crossiiicf the,

303.

Shenandoah Valley, 31, 80, 302,

.300, 380; farewell to, 300.

Shepardson, Corp. WilliaTii. 200,

Sheridan, Gen. P. II., 2.3."., 208; cav-

alry i-aid, 32<); takes command in

Valley, 300; at Cedar Creek, 380;

at Five Forks, 4(.)S; at Sailor's

Creek, 410.

Sherman, Gen. W. T., 132, 204, 2-32,

200, 3; 11, 422.

Sickles, Gen. D. E.. l:\r>, 143, 182.

Sicknes.s and death, 10'!, 110, 121,

123.

Sifxel, Gen. Fran;/, 270, .31:7.

Sifjnal tower, 403.

Sixth Corps oru'-'nized. 30.

Sixth Mass., 20. 40,

Slocuui, General H. \V., S3, 13.3.

Smith, Gen. W. F., 83, 104, 13.3, .32S,

310.

Smith, Lieut. AV. B., ('>4, 200, 354;

Capt., 407, 421.

Smoky Hill, 101.

Snicker's Gap, 302.

South Mountain, battle of, ;i8;

crossiufr, 77, 8',».

Sparks, Lieut. A. C, 201, 207, :is4.

Spencer Kille, the, 334 vt seq., 30-!.

372, ins. 417.

Sports and pastinios. 01, 200, UH).

Spotlsylvania, march to, 2S3; battle

of, 287.

Sprin£^ield, reception at, 430.

Stalford Court House, 00.

Statistics of Mass., .3-3.

Stockwell, Lieut. .J. W.. 384, 400.

Stone River, battle of, 120.

Stuart, Gen. .J. E. B., S4.

Sumter, fall of Fort, 10.

Sumner, Gen. E. V., 20, 40, si', lut.

Sumner, Senator Charles, 43.

Surgeons' work, 301, 304.

T.

Taggart, Charles A., 420.

Taylor, Lieut. E. D. . .3sr,.

Taylor. Lieut. B. H., ;;s4, 3.s0.

Taylor, Sergt. ,J. K., 373.

Telegrams, seizure of, 23.

Tennessee, events in, 20, 127.

Tenth Mass., SO, 83, .343, .3.32.

Tents fuiTiishcd, 117.

Texas, events in, 20, l;!0.

Tliauksgiving day, O'.t, 230.

Third :Mass., 20. 40.

T]iirty-f(Hirth Mass., 50. .303, .3.S7.

Thirty-sixth N. Y., 8-3, 147, 1-31,

103.

Thomas, Geu., 130, 247, 304.

Tracy, Sergt, C. II.. 411

Trent atTair. the, 27.

Trooi)s, calls for, 10, 23, 48. 31. •3s.

Truce at Cold Harbor, 3.34.

Twenty-tlfth Mass., .'.31.

Twenty-seventh Mass., 331.

Twenty-third Mass., 331.

Tyler, Capt. M. W., 123, 207, -i^W^

30-3, 381; Major, 407-S.

u.

Underwood, Gen. A. B., 231.

Upton, Col. Emory, 232. 208; Gen..

V.
Vall.uidi<,diaii. (J. L.. 207, 2-3(;.

Vorriioat Brigade. 20. 1-32, 330, 341,

;)43.





INDEX. li

Vctoians coiisolidatctl with 37tli,

:JT4.

Yicksluiru, 101, 202.

Vincent, Lieut. A. II., oSO.

Virginia, movements into, 24, 28,

88, iK), 11)9.

w.
Wadsworth, Gen. .J. S., 2G7, 270,

2TS.

Wapon trains, ;]57 ot scq.

Warner, Se^^i•t. A. M., 210, 200, 420.

Warren, Gen. G. K.. 182, 207, 273,

280.

Warren Station, camp near, 10.3.

Warrenton, camp near, 200, 230;

the town, 231.

Washington, scenes in and about,

23, 20, 72, 7-j, 3ol; return to, 303,

307; review at, 427.

Waterman, Lieut. W. A., 384, 407,

428.

•Wauhatchie, battle of, 2.")1.

WeMon Railroad, capture of, 390,

403.

Wellman, Lieut. C. C, 103, 279,

384.

Wells, Col. G. D., 387.

West Virginia, events in, 20, 24.

Wheaton, Col. Frank, 83; Gen., 130,

208.

White, Corp. David, 420.

White Plains, 02.

White, Surg. E. M., 2()(), 385.

Wilderness, battle of, 272.

Willcox, Gen. O. B., 82, 104.

WilU.imsl)urg. battle of, 29.

Williamsport, 88, I'.Mi.

Wilson, .Senator Henry, 40.

Wilsiiu's Station, camp at, 425.

Winchester, 371.

Winter quarters, 115, 121, 243, 398.

Woman's work, incidents of, 57.

Wool, Gen. J. E.. 21.

Worcester, camp at. .")9.

Wright, Gen. II. G., IC^. 232, 207:

commands corps, 2'.M), ;jl'.), ;;5:i;

at Cedar Creek, 3ss.

Y.

Yellow Tavern, battle of. 327-

Yorktown, siege of, 'J'J.
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